


Muxann ApubiballeB

[epeBsaHHbIN YypbaH

Hu oanvH NNCTUK He WeBenNuncs Kpyrom, a ux 6uinm munnmapabl, U Kaxabln OblyT HACKBO3b NPOHU3aH
cBeToM 1 TensioM. [log Horamu LwypLianu XXeCcTkue Uribl Tpasbl, NPOBUBLLENCS CKBO3b
MHOTOJSIETHIOO CYXYIO NINCTBY, NO KOTOPOW MSTKO 1 CTPaAHHO BbIN0 MaTU, TOYHO NOA Hel Bbinn
ynpyrne n cunbHble NpYyXuHbl. [1axno nncTeo, MOXoM n rpubHoN CbipocTblo. Bnepeau, nosagu, no
cTopoHaM 6bin nec — 3eneHoe Mope NIMCTLEB, BETOK, MXOB, MOTy4MX CTBOSIOB, — U 30/10TbIM
AOXOEM CEeANNCb NOBCIOAY COMHEYHbIE NyYn, Kak ByaTo 3ByYaLlme Kakon-TO HECTIbILLMMOW,
GnarogatHon My3blkor. Kpyrom ke 6b1510 TUXO TOPXKECTBEHHOW, TAMHCTBEHHOW TULLMHOW, N TULLNHE
3TOW He MeLlanu ganekoe 3BOHKOE KYKOBaHbe KYKYLLKW, YyTb CIbILWHbLIA CTYK AATNa, AoNneTasLni
OTKyAa-TO CHU3Y, N3 HEBMOMMOTO B YaLle riyboKoro cbiporo oBpara, U HernpectaHHoe ApY>XHoe
paboyee rygeHne MUnMoHOB HAaCEKOMbIX, NOSI3aBLUNX, CKaKaBLUMX U fieTaBLlnX B Tpase, Mo
AepeBbsiM, Ha OCBELLEHHbIX APKUM COSTHLUEM 1 oTBneckom roniyboro Heba nonsHax.

XKusHb Kpenkas 1 ynopHasi, kak pocT BekoBoro ay6a, Gblna BOKpYr, U OT KaXaoro efsa BUAHOIO
)Ky4Ka, XMomnoTNMBO NON3YyLLEro Kyaa-To BBEpX Mo cTebrto, Besno TBepabiM 3HAaHWEM YEro-To
CBOEro — MyAporo, CEpPbE3HOro U HY>KHOTO.

[MonuTuyeckum CcCbiNbHbIN, CTyAEeHT BepuruH, ewe o4eHb MONogomn YernoBeK, C CYXUMN U LUMPOKUMU
nneyamu, 3a KOTOPbIMU TOpPYario TOHKOE Ayro PYXbsl, B BLICOKUX canorax 1 nosIMHAMON po3oBown
pybaxe, 0AuH LLen no necy, WMPOKO Lwaras, NpurnagbiBasCb U NPUCyLINBAsCb KO BCEMY.

W3-nog ctapon ctygeH4yeckon pypaxkn KypHaBuIIMCb CBETIIbIE U XKECTKUE BOSOCHI, cepble rnasa
CMOTpPENN yBEPEHHO U NMPSMO, HO MO TOMY, KakK MPUCTanNbHO OH BCMAaTpuBariCH B 3eSIeHYI0 Yally U
Kak cTapancs He cbuTbCAa C eBa HAMeYeHHOW TPONKW, MecTaMn CoOBCeM NnponagasLUen B KycTax,
ObIN0 BMOHO, YTO B NIECY OH YESIOBEK HOBbIN, HE 3HAET ero n 6ecco3HaTenlbHO BOUTCSA 3TOW 3eNeHOMN
rnyGuHbI.

Mpowwno Bcero Yaca Aa, Kak OH BbiLLES U3 MOCENKa, U MO pacyeTy He Mor yiuTh 6ornbLue
CEMU-BOCbMM BEPCT, a YXKe Ka3anocb, YTO Ha TbICAYY MUIb KPYrOM HET HU €QUHOWN YerioBe4YeCcKomn
AyLN 1 Be3ae TONbKO OOUH 3TOT 3eSIeHbl TAUHCTBEHHBIN 1IEeC, CBOEWN XU3HbIO XUBYLLMIA, CBOIO
TarHy BeJaloLwmin, CTapbIn Kak Mup.

Ha onywke 6onbLwon nonsHbl BepurnH octaHosuncs.

3aecb ObIno Tak MHOro cosiHua 1 Tpaea bbina Takas sipkasi, YTo rnasam n pagoCcTHO, U BONbHO
ObINo rNAaeTb. M3 ryCTon COYHOM 3€NEHN CMOTPENN ThICAYN roNTyOEeHbKMNX, CUHNX, KPACHbIX U
YKENTbIX LIBETOB, HAJ, HAMM TaHLUEBarnm, TOYHO olaneB OT COomMHuUa 1 Tenna, 6enblie 6aboyku, a
BBEpPXY OTKpblBanacb Heobo3prmas rnybmHa ceepkatoLlero v tatowero Heba, o KOTopomy
ocnenuTenbHO Benble n KyapsBble Ha pa3BePHYTbIX Napycax Nerko nibiin ganekme cHacTnmBbie
obnaka. TponuHKa TOYHO YTOHYNa B 3TOW 3eneHon 6narogaTun, a Ha TOM CTOPOHE TOM e CMSIOLLIHOM
CTEHOW CTOSIN TEMHbIN NepenyTaHHbIA, Ka3anock, HEMPOXOAMMbIN J1IeC U ThiCA4aMu 3eNeHbIX rnas
BHMMATENbHO M XXYTKO CMOTPES Ha OOMHOKOrO YernoBeka, HEOXMAAaHHO MNOSABUBLLENOCS B €ro
LapcTBe.
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— YepT ero pasbeperT, rge Tam 31O Aypaukoe 03epo! — ¢ gocagown ckasan BepuruH. — lNonsiHy-To
S Hawen, a rae ToT «KopsiBblM» Oy6, YepT ero 3HaeT... Bce aybbl kopsBble!

OH peLumnn oTAOXHYTb M OCMOTpeTbCs. Mepen BbIXOAOM U3 AOMY OH 3aKyCuIl, HO OT BbICTpOM
xoab06bl 1 KPENKOro NECHOro Bo3ayxa eMy yXXe OnsiTb 3aX0TeNoChb eCTb.

— Hapo nogsakycutb, a Tam BUAHO ByaeT! — peLunsn OH.

TpaBa 6bina Markas 1 QyLncTas; CBEXECTbI0 OXBATUIIO Ero Crierka BCMOTEBLLEE MYCKYIINCTOe
Teno, n BepurnHy 3axoTenoch fedb Ha CNUHY U pacTsSHYTbCS Tak, YTOObI KaXabiM aTOMOM CBOEN0
CyLlecTBa BNuUTbIBaTb B CE0S TEMNMO M CBEXXECTb 3TON YANUBUTENBHOW NEPBOOLITHON 3eMMW.

B cymke y Hero 6bina BapeHas konbaca u YepHbin xneb. Xneba 661510 MHOro, 1 NOTOMY OH
cTapancs oTKycbiBaTb konbacbl MOMeHbLUE, 3aeas OrPOMHbBIMU KyCKamMu MSITKOro, BKYCHOTO,
naxy4ero xneba, HO He yaepxarcs 1 cben BCo konbacy, Aaxe COo LWKYpPOWn, KoTopasi Nokasanach
eMy yaMBUTENbHO BKYCHOMN.

[MOTOM OH CHAN CyMKY, MOCTaBUN PYXbe K EPEBY U pacTsHyrcd B Tpase. M cpasy ncyes nec,
Kpyrom BCTana Takasi CTpaHHas B6rM3n TpaBa, a BBEPXY pa3BepHyiacb CMHeBa Heba C 3acTbIBLUMM
Ha Hewn KpyrnbiM, 6enbiM, Kak KuneHb, obnakoMm. BHM3y y KopHen TpaBa kasanacb peMyyYnm
TPOMMYECKMM FIECOM, N MOYTM Ha KaXkQon TpaBMHKE NMon3anu Unm BaXXHO CUOENN Kakme-TO KO3SBKM,
a OQVH TOJICTEHBbKMI KPACHEHBbKMI XKy4YOK, CBECUBLLUMCb HA CaMOM KOHLLe cTebernbka, B ynop
paccmaTtpuBan BepurmHa maneHbkuMmn, Kak TOYKW, HEMOHATHLIMU YepHbIMK rnaskamn. M3peaka,
HbIPSASA B BO34yXe, TOYHO YHOCUMas BETPOM, MPOHOCKNack Hag HUM nerkasi 6enas 6aboyka n cHu3y
Kasanacb Npo3payHoun n XenTou.

BepuruH ner Ha crnvHy, packuHyn pyku u Horu, 6yATo B caMOM [Aerne XoTen 3axBaTuTb nobornblue
3eMNK, 1 3aKpbIn rnasa, cpasy Norpy3MBLUNCE B KAKON-TO CBETNbIN 30/10TUCTbIN MPakK 1 TUXYHO,
TYOSLLYHO U XKYXOKalllyto My3blKy. Beku 3akpbITbIX rnas camu coboi Tpenetanu nog TeNsbIM CBETOM,
OT KOHYMKOB HOT M0 CMMHe A0 3aTblfka TsHynacb 1 obBonakmuBana Bce Teno criagkas, neHvusas
MCTOMa, a B yLIaxX HEMPEPBLIBHO CTOANA 3Ta My3blka U TO CriMBanachb B OAHY ryCTYH0 OpOXaLLlyto,
TOYHO MEeZIOM HamnuTYylo HOTY, TO pacnaganach Ha Lenblil XOp KakMx-TO MOTPECKUBAOLLMX,
NO3BaHMBAKOLLMX U LLENYYLLMX 3BYKOB. VIHOrAa Hag cambiM YXOM YTO-TO 3aBOAMIIO CBOK OCOBNMBYHO
MeceHKy, U Torga Kasasnocb, YTO KTO-TO NoAkparncs K HeMy, CMOTPUT M3-3a F'yCTON TpaBbl 3eMeHbIMM
NeCHbIMM rnas3amMu U roBOPUT YTO-TO OOHO M TO e, O4EHb BaXKHOE, N CEPbE3HOE, HAa CBOEM
HEMNOHATHOM, HEYENIOBEYECKOM SI3bIKE.

BeerMH HEeBOJ1IbHO OTKPbIJ1 rMa3a, HO HUKOro He 6bIno Kpyrom: 3erfieHasa TpaBa TUXO LeBeniacb Ha
cuHem Hebe, n KpaCHbII7I XYHOK KaK 3a‘-|apOBaHHbIIZ HENnoaABM>XXHO CMOTpPEST Ha HEro YepHbIMA
rna3kamMmu. BepVIFI/IH HEeBOJIbHO yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICFI emMy:y 3abaBHoro Xy4Ka ObIn Takon 3aragoudHbIv BUA,
TOYHO 3TO MMEHHO OH, Koraa BepI/IFI/IH 3aKpbliBaJsl rnasa, rpespaiwjarca B fieCHOro 4ejioBe4ka un
paccKkasbiBall, U OKa3biBaJl EMY 4YTO-TO. BepI/IFI/IH XOTen TPOHYTb ero nanbuem, HO J1eHb ObIno
noweBennTb pyK0|7|, M OH 3aKpblsl rnasa.

Kakne-To neHmBble 1 CMYTHbI€ MbICITX HansmnbiBarn N TAHYJINCb B royioBe 6e3 KoHua.

«Jlec, nec... — mawmHanbHO gyman BepuruH, — B KOHUE KOHLIOB, M1 B CaMOM [ere Bce-4yernyxa, a
camoe rmaBHOe, eAMHCTBEHHO HYXHOe€, 3TO-rnec, 3eMmnsl, Hebo n conHue!.. Jlecl.. Kto ato, B camom
aene, roeoput?.. BoT Tak 6n1n3Ko, NpsMo-Takm B camoe yxo, oT4eTnnBo Tak!.. KaxeTcs,
npucnyLwaTbCsa NosyyLle 1 NoMMeLLlb YTO-TO. OTO TOT XYYOK NPeBPaTUCH B ManeHbKOro SIieCHOro
YyenoBeyka, B CMELUHOM, KPYrfioM KpacHOM CIOPTYYKe, U paccKkasbiBaeT... Y Hero, JOMMKHO ObiTb,
Kpyrnas maneHbKasi ronioBka 1 3abaBHas cepbe3Hasi Mopaoyka C YepHbIMK rnaskamu. .. Jlecl..
OTyero 3To KaXabl YenoBeK, KaK TONbKO nonagaeT B fiec Uinn nose, Ha4nHaeT AyMaTtb U FOBOPUTb,
YTO BCS €ro Xmn3Hb Oblna oWnBKON U HacTosLLEE cHacTbe TOMBbKO 34eChb, Cpean Npupoabl, B
NPOCTOM, HEMYLPCTBYHOLLEM CYyLLLECTBOBaHUU?... N BeOb KaXabl 3HAET, YTO HE MPOXUBET 34€eCb U
Tpex gHen!.. NMpoknnuHaem KynbTypy, pyraem nogen, a camm xXmtb 6e3 Hux He moxem!.. CTpaHHo,
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eCTb TYT Kakoe-To HegopasymeHue!.. Beb BOT Tak ACHO YyBCTBYeLUb, YTO CHaCTbe rae-To 34echb
6n13ko, a nomaTb ero He MoXeLlb. /1 nonMaellb, a He yaepXXulllb, U CKYYHO, U TAHET K JIIOASM,
ropogam, 6opbbe!.. HeT, Mbl 3a0bInn CEKpEeT 3TOM NPOCTON PaCTUTENBbHOM XN3HK!.. A 3TOT CMELLHOWN
NecHOM YyenoBeYyek, NPUTBOPSIOLLMIACS XXYHKOM, AOSMKHO ObITb, 3HAET U CUIUTCA MHE pacckasaTb,
TONMbKO 51 HE MOry MOHATbL ero. Bot, onate!.. Hy, rpomue, rpomye!.. He Tak 6bicTpo, oTyeTnmBee!..
HeT, He nonmewws!.. Py, neHb kakas!.. Tak Obl 1 3acHyn!.. A geno Bce B TOM, YTO HAO0 BEPUTD,
OyATO 3TO CTPALUHO BaXXHO, YTO COJSIHLE CBETUT, YTO TpaBa pacTeT, XKy4oK cnauT... Begb mbl kak?..
Mbl gAymaem, 4To Npupoaa-aTo TONbKO JaYHOE yO0BOMbCTBUE, M KOr4a CMOTPUM Ha Kakyto-HMOyab
KO351BKY, TO YBEPEHbI, YTO HaM [0 Hee, B CYLLHOCTU, HUKaKoro gena Het!.. Mbl, aroucTbl, yrinybunumce
B CBOE 4esioBeyeckoe, a npmupoay TONbKO CHUCXOAUTENbHO gonyckaem!..»

BepurunH BAOPYr BCNOMHWUI, KaK OAHaXxdbl, nonae B MOHaLLECKUN CKUT B CaMbIl pasrap peBosoLnuy,
cnpawunsars ctaporo no4YTeHHOro MoHaxa:

— W rasert Bbl He ynTaeTte?
— Her.
— Heyxxenn Bam He MHTEPEeCHO 3HaTb, YTO AenaeTcs Ha cBeTe?

— Yt10 e Tam genaetca... Mbl 3Haem BOT, YTO COMHLUE CBETUT! — HEOXMOAaHHO BECKO U CMTIOKOWNHO
OTBETUIN MOHAaX.

«A ocTarnbHoe He BaxxHO? — nogyman BepurnH. — Het, BaxHo!.. Henb3s e cnokonHo
HacraxgaTbCsl YNCTbIM BO34YyXOM, KOraa 3Haellb, YTO KpYyrom foan 3aabixatoTcs, ronogator,
BoptoTca 3a Kycok xneba, 3a CHOCHOe YernoBeyeckoe cyllecTBoBaHue!.. Yenosek He umeeT npasa...
Kakoro npasa?.. O yem 310 97..»

XKy4ok, coBceM yxxe He CKpbIBasi, YTO OH He XY4OK, a NIeCHOM YenoBeYeK B KPYriom KpacHOM
dpayke, BaXXHO 1 ¢ Nacpocom 3aroBopus1 4TO-TO O NponietTapuare... [iaten rae-to 6nm3ko 3acty4dan
B 6apabaH...

— 3agpeman! — rpomko ckasan BepurnH n otkpbin rnasa. XKy4yok no-npexHemy cuaen Ha CBoem
ctebenbke, Kpyrom wienecrena Tpasa, obnako BBepxy ncyesno, n 6es3goHHas, Yictasa n scHas
CUHeBa cMoTperna Ha Bepuruna.

«HeT, Hago naTK, a To TYT 3acHewsb!» — nogyman BepuruH 1 BCcTan, ¢ coxaneHnem paccraBasch C
TOMHOMW JIEHbIO, MPOHUKLLEN BCE TENO OT HAarpeTom MArkom 3eMru.

OnaTb pasBepHynack nepen HUM MonsiHa, Tpaea OnyCTUach, KPACHbIN XXy4OK NOTEPANCS B HEW, U
BepurnH yxe He mor HanTu ero. Bnepeam onsaTb BCTan 3anyTaHHbIN, CTEHa CTEHOLO, fec.

— WpTtu... Akypa?.. [ge atoTt Ay6 NpoknsaTbIN?

N B Ty xe MUHYTYy BepuruH yBuaen ero: Tam, rae nosfistHka oCcTpbiM KNMMHOM y6erana B yally, Ha
camoli OnyLLKe CTOSINT MPU3eMUCTbIN, BECb 06POCLUMI MXOM U Nunamu, cTapuk ay6, ¢ KopsiBbIMU
pykamu, 3anyLieHHbIMW BO BCE CTOPOHbI B 3€M1€Hb, TOYHO KPHOYKOBAaTbIE NanbLbl B ryCTYHO
B3/I0OXMayeHHyto 3erneHyto 6opoay. ToncTbin CTBOM €ro, BECb B paHax, YepHen AynioMm, 1
COJTHEYHbIE MATHA TUXO CKOMb3WIN MO HEMY BBEPX U BHUS.

BepurnH nogobpan CymKy, BCKMHYI Ha NeYo pyXbe Y OTAOXHYBLUMMM NErKUMU HOramu 3aLuararl
yepes nonsiHy. TpaBa nyTanach Y KONeH, U COTHU 3efeHblX Ky3HEYMKOB U KaKnx-TO Genblx Oykaluek
6pbi3rany U3-noa Hor Bo BCE CTOPOHbI.

— CKosnbko ux! — yanBurcd BepVIFI/IH, N eMy faxe Kak-To CTpawHO CTalio, YTO CTOJIbKO XNBbIX
CylecCTB, TakKux MUKPOCKOMUYECKNX, XNBYT COBCEM NOMUNMO HeJioBEKa, HUCKOJTbKO HE MHTEPECYACH
UM N HE HYXXOaACb B HEM.
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OH obowen ctapbin oy6, NOXOXNIN HA APEBHEr0 KOCMATOro newlero, Bbibpan HanpasreHne n onsTb
yrnybunca B yaly, warasi no MsArkon, NPYXMHALLENCs cyxon nuctee. [JomkHo bbiTb, MecTamm noa
Heto BbInNn AMbl 1 Nanble AepeBbs, MOTOMY YTO NoYBa NpeaaTenbCKu Komnblxanacb No4 Horamu.

Kakas-To cepo-Xentad 3Med C TUXUM, npegocrteperaroinmMm CBUCTOM 3aCKoJib3nsa B CTOPOHY OT
Hero n gorsnro, be3 orndagku, nonasna Ha suay, noka He CKpbliiaCb 3a AepeBbAMMU. .. KOpLLIyH
HEOXMOaHHO copBaliCAa C BEPLUMHbI U KaMHEM noJieTes K oBpary, XeCTKO XJionad rno BeTkam
TBEpPAbIMA KPbUTbAMM...

Jlec 10 crywarncd CMNSIOLWHON CTEHOWN, TO 6bICTpO pa36eran0$| Nno CTOpOHaM, OTKpbIBadA 3erneHble
Becersble ﬂy)i(aVIKM, N HaKOHeL, Ha ogHOWN 13 HUX BepurmH YBUOEI YEITOBEYECKOE XUJbe.

OT0 ObiNa 3eMnsiHKa, KpblTasi MXOM, C BPOCLLEN B 3EMJSTHO KpbILWERN, Nog KOTOPOW, Hag rpybo
CKOJTOMEHHOW HU3EHbKOW ABEPbIO, BUCENWN MMPIISHOAMU Kakne-To KpacHble, CUHUE 1 6ernble Tpanku,
npuaasas el CTpaHHbIN U ANKUKA BUA,.

Bca nonsiHka 6bina Tak NOKpbITa uBeTtamMun, 4To TpaBbl HE ObINo BUAHO, M nexan KPYrom TOJ1bKO
y30p‘-IaTbII7I, I'IeCprIIZ, ,D,yUJI/ICTbIIZ KOBEp. Mo Bcem HanpaselieHUAM, TAXKKO ryad, HOCUIMNCb 34eCb
nyesbl U rycTto naxno TensibiMm MeoMm.

B nepByto MUHYTY BepurnHy nokasanoch, YTo TYT HUKOFO HET, KpOMe MYen, LBETOB U AEPEBLEB, U
OH y>XXe XOTen NOAONTU, Kak YTo-To Benoe 3alleBenuoch 1 NOAHANOCH Hag TpaBon Tak
HEOXWAaHHO, YTO OH AaXke B3APOrHy-.

[Mpn3emMuncTbIn, MOXHaTLIN, BECb B BOSIOCaX, CTOAS HA NOMsiHE, cpeaun LBETOB, KAKON-TO CTapUK.

Nuua ero BepurnH cHavana coBcem He pa3obpar, Tak OHO 3apocio, HO NOTOM PacCMOTpPEr
TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOE, BCE C KyNayok, CTapyeckoe JIMYMKO, C ceabiMy HaBUCLLMMMK GPOBSAMU 1
ManeHbKUMK, OCTPbIMU, Kak BypaBumku, rnaskamu. OageT ctapuk 6bin Bo YTo-TO Benoe, 6yato
ANVHHAas XeHckas pybaxa, C HalWMTbIMM Ha HeWl KpacHbIMU NacTOBMLAMUN 1 KPACHBIMW XKe
nonockaMu B HECKOSbKO PSAOB BOKPYT Noforna u BopoTa. Ha Horax y Hero Obinn, HecMoTps Ha
TENno, NecTpble, MEXOM OTOPOYEHHbIE, Canori, TakMe, Kakne HOCST No 3umam OypaTbl. OnnHHbIE
KOPSIBble PYyKM BUCENM HWUXKE KONEH, a BONockl 1 6opoaa, ceaple 40 XKeNTU3HbI, B MPO3payHbIX
oTCBeTax fieca kasanuch 3eneHbiMy. bbin oH 4o Toro apsixn u cropbneH, YTo, Koraa HaKMmoHSNCs K
3emre, NoYTN onNupasicb Ha Hee pykamun 1 6opoaoK Kacasick LBETOB, Oblil NOX0X Ha CTapblIi
BbIKOPYEBaHHbIN NeHb, eLle LennsoWwnincs 3a NoYBy KOPSBbIMU NepenyTaHHbIMU KOPHSIMMU.

nOBMHyFICb KaKOMy-TO HeonpeaerneHHomMy 4yBCTBY, BepVIFl/IH, BMECTO TOro 4Ytobbl BbICTYNNTb Ha
OonyLwKYy 1 Noka3aTbCA, TUXO OCTaHOBUJICA MeXOy NepeBbAMN.

NecHon gen 4To-TO Aenan: To kak ByaTo KnaHaNCcs, To NPUTONTLIBAr, TO BbITArMBan pyku KBepXy W,
Ka)keTcsl, YTO-TO Nen 1 npuroBapuBan — Hemnb3s Oblno pa3obpaTsb.

«YTO0 3a YepT, YTO OH TaM genaeTt?» — nogyman Bepuru.

A oepn, kaxeTcd, Ha4MHan Y>Ke TaHLUeBaTb. OH npunnacbeiBan, ¢ Tpyaom non,rm6a;| ApoXalliune
KOoJ1ieHa U BbIKPUKMBAsA Kakne-To CrioBa, B KOTOPbIX BepI/IFI/IHy CnbiWanocChb TOJ1bKO:

— Way! Way! Way!..
"onoc ero 3By4an riyxo 1 XyTKO, AVKO OTAaBasAChb 3a 3e€MeHOM, 3anvMTon LBeTamu NnosisiHe noja
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TalLWmm B CONHeYHoOM Bnecke ronydbiMm HeGOM.

BepuruH ctan goragbiBatbCsl, YTO NPUCYTCTBYET NPY KAKOM-TO HEBEAOMOM PENMUrmo3Hom obpsiae,
[Aorajika ero ckopo noATBeEpPAMNach: CTapuK BHE3AMNHO CKPbINCS B 3eMITSIHKE U cevac e NosiBUIICS
onATb, C TPYAOM BbITalLMB OTTyAa Kakoe-To Tskenoe, 6e306pasHoe AepeBsiHHOE Yy4erno.

370 6bIn rpy60o BbITECAHHbLIW, HEMNENO packpalleHHbIn YypbaH, 1, Korga cTapuk NocTaBum ero 'y
CTeHbl 3eMMnsHKK, BepurnH pasobpan xyTkoe, eBa HaMe4YeHHoe, cKynacToe, y3kornasoe,
AepeBsHHOE NULI0, C KaKoW-TO HENPUSATHON, HE TO HAaCMELLNMBOW, HE TO NANOTCKON, yrbIOKOM Ha
AepeBsiHHbIX rybax, U pyKu U HOMM, COBEPLLEHHO OAMHAKOBO CKPELLEHHbIE.

[MoTom cTapuk oTKyga-To gocTan maneHbkun 6epectsHon kopel ¢ megom. OH nocTaBun ero nepeg
NOoNIoM, B35S1 TOHKYHO packpalleHHY Nanouyky, ¢ neHmem n 6opmoTtaHnem obmMakHyn ee B Mea u
nomasan no aepessiHHbIM ry6am. YypbaH yneibancs Tak e Xxutpo un 6eccmbicneHHo. CTapuk
CMELLHO BO3AenN pyku K HeGY 1 ondATb 3annscan v 3akpuyan, Kak NbsHbIN.

BeerMHy cTtano cmewHo. OH pewnTenbHO BbICTYNUN U3 CBOEN 3acadbl 1 NoKasarncs Ha nonsHe.

B Ty k& MUHYTY NPOM30LLIIO YTO-TO CTPaHHOE, Yero BepuriH HUKak He oXugan: necHon aen
MIFHOBEHHO OCTaHOBWIICS, YPOHMI CBOIO NasrioyKy M C Y)XacoM YCTaBMUIICA Ha HE3HAKOMOTO YerloBeKa.
HeBonbHO nprocTaHoBurca n BepurmH, xots n npogomkan ynbibatbcs. HekoTopoe BpeMsi OHM
HEenoABWXXHO CMOTPENV APYr Ha Apyra, U BUAHO Bbino, Kak y cTapuka Apoxanu koneHu. NMotom oH
METHYICS, Kak 3asil, cxBaTun CBow YypbaH, MoOBOMOK ero, He ocunui oT ucnyra, 6pocun u BApPYT,
LIarHyB B CTOPOHY BepuruHa, 3amaxan pykamu v 3akpuyan:

— Yxoau!.. Yero tebe?.. Yxoau!.. Henbssa TyT!.. Yxogu!..

OH nyTan aT! pyccK1e CroBa C KaKUMWU-TO HEMOHATHbIMIU BepuruHy 3sykamu, cpeam KOTOpbIX OnsiTh
MOCHbILLANOCh EMYy «LUay, Lay», 1 eLle KaKoe-TO «LLUMPMETb, LUIMPMETbY... BepuriH B HegoymeHun
CMOTpEn Ha cTapuKa.

— Yxoaum, yXO,EI,I/I! — Kpu4dan gepn, tonad Ha Hero HoraMmm U BeECb TpACACb HE TO OT yXaca, He TO OT
3J10CTHN. 50pona Y HEero npbirana, n3o pTa BblfieTalia CritoHa, BOJ10Cbl Ha rojioBe BCTasim Abl6om.

— [a 4ero To1?.. legywka, MHe TOMbKO... BOAbl HAMUTLCA... — NPoBopMoTan OWeNoOMIEHHbIN
BepuruH, HEBOMBHO OTCTyNasi U XBaTasdAChb 3a PyXbe.

Ho nean, oueBnaHoO, ocataHen 4O TOro, YTo Aaxe He cribiwan Hudero. OH Kak-To CTpaHHO, 06enmm
Horamu cpasy, npbiran Ha BepurvHa, maxan pykamu, nneean v Kpyuyan ToNbKO OAHO:

— Yxogu! Way, way... wmpmets! Yxoaun!..

BepMFMH HaKOHel goragarncsd, 4To nonasn B Kakoe-To CBAWEeHHOEe MeCTO, Kyaa HENOCBALLEHHbIM
BXOOUTb HEJNb3A, N YTO CTAPUK TOHUT €ro npo4yb C NONAHbI. 7 cpasy CcTpax, Bbl3BaHHbIN CTapuKom,
nponarn, n emy ornATb CTalrio TOJ1IbKO CMELLUHO. OH HapO4HO yrpoxxawLwle warHys K Ctapuky
HaBCTpeuyy.

Crapvik oToponesn u Ha MUHYTY 3aMOJIK, C AWKUM Y)XKacoM IMsiasi Ha YernoBeka, KOTOpPbIW,
no-BMOUMOMY, COBCEM He BOosifics ero CTpallHbIX crioB. BepurnH nogxogun Bce 6nvxe, ¢
nto6onbITCTBOM paccmaTtpusas ngona. Ctapuk novman aToT B3rNsS4 U BCEM TENTOM CBOMM METHYIICS
3aropoanTb OT YyXKKX rna3 cBoero aepeBsiHHoro bora.

— [a yero Tbl bonwbea, aen? — apyxentobHo ckazan BepurnH n warHyn ewe 6nmxe.

Toraa ctapuky, AOMKHO ObITb, NPULLIIO B FONOBY KpaliHee CPeAcTBO: OH BbICTPO CXBaTWU CBOM
yypbaH, c HeBEPOATHOM ANt TAKOro APSXIIOr0 CTapuka CUov NoAHSAN ero Haj rorfioBoi 1 noLuern
npsiMo Ha BepuruHa, He nepecTaBasi BbIKPUKMBATL YTO-TO YrpoXatolLlee 1 npeaocTeperatoLLee.
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BbIno sicHo, 4To OH TBepAo ybexaeH B TOM, 4To BepuruH ncnyraetcs u ecnu He nageT HUL nepes
nuuom bora, To 6yaeT HeMeaneHHO NopaXKeH U YHUUTOXEH YyaecHom cunon. CTapuk, BUAMMO, cam
6osiNcs BO3MOXHbIX MOCMNEACTBMI CBOErO NOCTYMNKa U ApoXarn BCEM TENOM.

LanbHaga, Manbvnweckasa MbiClib npuwina BepI/IFI/IHy B rOJ10BY: KOrga Ctapuk ObIn yXXe Warax B
OecdaTn oT Hero, OH 6bICTpO NPUNOXNIca 1 BbICTPENNUIT U3 PYXKbA NMPAMO B MEepPTBOE, iepeBAHHOE,
MONOTCKHN ynb|6arou.|,eec;| Jinuo naona.

"POXOT BbICTPENA OrNYyLIMIT €r0 CaMoro, U B AbIMy OH He cpa3y pa3obpar, 4To cTanocb C UOO0SOM.
Buaen Tonbko, kak 4To-To 6enoe kybapeM nokaTunochb B Tpasy.

Korga ke AblM pasoLuencsi, CTapuk, kak youTbIi, nexan HAYKOM, a B Tpex Liarax oT Hero, fiuLom
BBEpPX, Bansncs Ha Tpaee uaor, 6eccMmblCrieHHo yrblbasick B HE6O, CTIOBHO NPUTBOPSISIC, YTO eMY
HeT HMKaKOoro Aerna Ao Toro, YTo criyuymnocsk. Nyns ckonona eMy yxo 1 4YacTb Wweku, n 6enas wena
TOpYana B CTOPOHY.

BepMFMH nogymar, 4to OH y6I/IJ'I CTapuka. Yrto-T0 XYTKO OPOrHyrio y Hero B rpyaun, 1 OH yxXe XoTer
6pOCI/ITbC$I Ha NMoMoOLLb, KaK BAPYr CTapuK 3alleBesNinrcA.

OH ¢ TpyAoM NoAHsAMCs cHavana Ha YeTBepeHbkW, a MOTOM M Ha HOMM, BECb U3Ma3aHHbIN 3eNeHbIO,
C TPSICYLLUMMUCS pyKaMu 1 rOfIOBOW, AMKO U XarnobHO ornsabiBasicb Kpyrom. [JomkHO ObiTb, OH gaxe
He NoHsAN, B YeM Aeno, 1 gymar, 4to 3To cam bor nopasun HeyecTBoro monHven. Ho, ysnaes B
Tpex warax oT cebs kak HM B 4eM He GbiBano cTosiBLiero BepurmHa, 13 onyLleHHOro ayna pyxbs
KOTOPOrO LWen CU3blii AbIMOK, CTapuk ocTonbeHen. JIn4nko ero nckasunmioch BbipaXkeHneM yxxaca v
oT4yasiHus. PacTepsiHHO OrMsiHyBLUMCh, OH YBUZEN CBOEro UAoMa U KMHYICS K HEMY.

Bepmrle yBuaers, Kak OH ctaparnca NoAHATb bora n kak OoTwaTHyrncq, ysnaes pas6MToe,
O6€306pa)KeHHOG ero nuuo. Heckonbko MUHYT OH OCTaBaliCAd Ha KOJieHAX, paCcTepAaHHO BOAA
pyKamMu no A3Be, caenaHHomn nyneto. MoTom orndaHynca Ha BepmrMHa, axHyI’sl, BCMNJ1ECHYJ1 pyKaMu,
nonons3 Ha 4YeTBepeHbKax, BCKOYUIT U 6pOCI/IJ'ICFI GexaTb No nonsiHe.

— [len, nen! — kpukHyn BepuruH ¢ yyBcTBOM CcThiga. — [en, nocton!..

Ho ctapuk Gexan kak Moriofow, npbirasi Yepes LBeTbl M pa3MaxmBasi pykamu, TOYHO nogbuTas
NTULUA KPbINbSMU.

— Lea!

Benas passeBatoLasica pybaxa MenbkHyna 3a AepeBbsiMuy, ynana, BCkovuna v, NoanpbIrHys,
CKpblnach B Yalue.

BeerMH, onycTtuB pyxbe, C HeOyMEeHNeEM N CMYTHbIM CTbIOOM, OO CMOTpen Bcren. MoTom
HepeLwnTeribHO nogowen K naony n TOJNKHYIT ero HOrowo. Wpoon Ka4HyIncd 1 ondTb Jier Ha CnnHy. B
ero gepesAHHOM, Tyrnom rinue ABHO HaMe4anacb exmaHas ynb|6|<a, a KOCble nasa CMOoTpesin BBEPX
C Bblpa>xeHnem HenpoHnuaemMbIM.

BepurnH pactepstHHO noxarn nneyamu, NnocMoTpen ele, OrndHyJ1ICA Ha onycTenyto NoJidHy u,
NJIIOHYB, MnoLies NpoYb.

«®y, KaK rnyno BbilW0!» — B AOocaae Ha CBOK JIErKOMbICIIEHHYIO BbIXOAKY AyMar OH, yrnybnsasice B
3eneHylo yallly.
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Beuyepowm, korga Ha KpoBaBOW NONOCe 3akata YepHbIM cTan nec, BepuruH cngen, BoITAHYB ycTarnble,
cnagko MnerouimMe Horm Ha cepeanny msbsbl, n nun Yan. boneHown LLyTOB, cOCnaHHbIN NO OAHOMY C
HUM deny, nexan Ha naBke 1 390K0 KyTancs B NanbTo, XOTHA 6b1S10 XXapKo 1 AyLWwHO. Y Hero bbina
YaxoTKa, M Mo NpPo3payHbLIM rnasam 1 no Tomy, Kak crabo nexanu Ha obHaxusLuemcs nby ceeTnble
NIIOCKME BOMNOCHI, BUAHO BbINO, Y4TO XXMUTb EMY OCTanoCb HEMHOTO.

— YacHo 9 paf, 4To Tbl NpuLen! — roBopun oH criabbiM, NpepbIBaoLLIMM FOIOCOM, HEU3MEHHO,
YTO Gbl OH HX FOBOPUIT, COXPAHSIIOLLNUM KaKoe-TO CBETNOE, NPUNOAHATOE BbipaxeHne. — S Beb Bce
oavH ga oauH!.. ToBapuLm 3axoaaT peako: NeTo, HUKOMY He oxoTa cuaeTb ¢ 6onbHbIM!.. OHO K
MOHATHO. A a1 TYT BCe fexy, AyMato Aa BCrnoMmuHalo... Bclo xn3Hb cBoto Ha gocyre nepebparn,
HMYero, kaxxeTcsi, He octanock!.. CHayana kasanock y)XacHo MHOrO, a kKaK cTan NpUNnoMUHaTh, Tak
Kak OyaTo 1 HeT Hu4ero!.. Buepa uenbii AeHb BCMIOMMUHAN, Kak MEHS HHbKa npuyallaTbCs
Boauna... bbina Ha MHe Torga po3oBas pyballka 1 NakMpoBaHHbIE CaMNOXKN, KOTOPbIMU S CTPALLHO
ropauncs!.. Fnyno n ceHTMMeHTanbHO, HO, Koraa BOT Tak NPUXOAUT AENO0 K KOHLY, — Y»KacHO Aaxe,
N Takne Meno4m KaxyTcs MUNbIMU U TporaTenbHbIMU. .. HAHbKa y MeHst Oblna conpaTka v Bce
npopoynna MHe reHepanbCKkuii YMH 1 HeBecTy BoraTyto... A s gaxe B reHeparibl OT peBONIOLUN He
BbILLIEN, TaK psaoBbIM 1 YMpY!.. VN HEBECTbI Kak-TO He OblNo BpeMeHu HanTu... OauH pas gaxe u
BMNoOMMCS, HO TYT apecT Noaocnen, Tak HAYero U3 3Toro 1 He Bbiwno!.. [la u B camom gerne Hekorga
ObINO: 5 TYT OT CKYKM KaK-TO NoacymTan, Tak okasaroch, YTO Sl POBHO, A€Hb B IEHb, YETBEPTYIO
4acTb XU3HU B TIopbMe npocuaen!..

LLlyToB ynbIGHYNCsA 3aCTEHYMBO U MATKO, U ObINO BUAHO, YTO €ro yTewwaeT UMEHHO TO, YTO OH
npocuaen B THOpPbMe YEeTBEPTb XKM3HU. BbbINo HEYTO HAaMBHOE U MUITOE B TOM MarneHbKON ropaocTu, C
KOTOPOW OH roBopusi 06 aToMm.

3aps noracana, OrHeHHO-KpacCHbIV CUIyaT OKHa NOHeMHory 6rieHen Ha CTeHe, B KOMHaTe
CTaHOBWMOCb TEMHO, 1 nuuo LLyToBa 6neaHeno v Tasno B cympake.

— Hy a kak Tbl cebs Bce-Taku Y4yBCTBYeLLb Tenepb? — cnpocun BepurmH, cam 4yBCTBYS, Kak
HENOBKO 3BYYUT 3TOT Npa3Hblii BONPOC.

LLyToB 3acmesnca.
— Kak MHe cebs yyBcTBOBaTL?.. YyBCTBYIO, YTO YmMuMpato!

— Hy BOT... rnynoctun! — Bo3pa3susn BepurnuH ¢ Tem HenpuUATHbIM, (panbLUMBbLIM BbipaXXeHneMm, ¢
Kakum OoYeHb 340poBble Noaun yTewwarT 60MbHbIX, OTHOCUTENBHO YHaCTN KOTOPbIX Y HUX HET HU
mMarnenwero comHeHus. — Ewwe nonpasuwwbes!.. Knumat TyT Takour, 4To He xyxe AnThl... Ewe
NMOCMOTPU, KakMM MOJTIOALIOM 3anpbiraeLus!

LLlyToB BbICNyLWan ero 6e3 nHTepeca, 04eBUAHO, U3 AENMKAaTHOCTW, CTapasiCb He NokasaTb, YTO
OT/IMYHO NMOHUMAET CMbICI crioB BepuruHa. OH, BUOUMO, Tak NPUBbLIK K MbICIIN O CKOPOI CMEepTH,
4YTO eMy Aaxke NPOCTO CKY4YHO ObINo cryLaTh BCE 3TN yTELLEHUS.

— Her, at10 yx TyT! — cnabo otmaxHyncs OH. — [1a n 4To TaM — ymumpaTtb Tak ymuparthb!

KTo-TO BOwEN B VI36y M ctan BoO3NTbCA B TEMHOM YII11y. BuaHa 6bina YK€ TOJIbKO OHa 4YepHad
BbICOKas TEHb.

— OroHb 3axeub, YTO NMN? — cnpocun oTTyaa riyxom rosioc.
— Moxanywncta, Penop MeaHbly! B camom gerne, 4to X Mbl BNOTbMax cuanm!
B mManeHbkne OKoHUa yxe rnsaena Tonbko 6neaHo-3eneHas nonoca, XonogHas, TOMHO OCEHbHO.

l-‘|I/IpKHyJ'Ia Cnn4ykKa, 3BAKHYJ10 CTEKI10 B HEJTOBKUX, pr6bIX nanbuax, 3aropercs TpeI'IeTHbIIZ CUHUN
OroHek.
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— Bor, Tak-To nyJwe, 4em B TEMKM UrpaTthb!

Namna pasropenacb MeafieHHo, 1 Npu cBeTe ee BepurnH paccmMoTpen HENOMEPHO BbICOKOTO
cTapvka, B YepHOW XXuneTke, C KOCTSHbIMU NyroBuLammn Ha 6enoi py6axe HaBblinyck, C ANMHHOM
cenon 6opoaon 1 ceabiMu HaBUCLLMMU BPOBSAIMU, U3-MOS KOTOPLIX 30PKO CMOTPENM OCTPbIE YEPHbIE
rnasku. MNpv Buae ero BepuriH BCNoMHM TOro ctapuvka B necy.

— A Bbl, Degop MBaHbI4, Yaliky ¢ HaMu He BbiNbeTe? — npeanoxun LUyTos.

— AH BbINbI! — rnyxo, Kak CKBO3b NOAYLLKY, OTBETUN cTapuk. — W3 Tex xe bynete? —
NPOH3UTENBHO MAAA U3-NoA cepblx KyCToB, Cnpocun oH BepuruHa, npuHMMas oT Hero ToncTbIv
CTakaH 1 Hanueas Ha bnogeyko.

— W3 Tex cambix!

— Tak-c... — HeoobpuTENbLHO, Kak nokasanocb BepurnHy, 6ypkHyn ctapuk, oys Ha 6rtogedko,
KOTOpOeE Aepxan BbICOKO Ha pacTonblpeHHbIX nanbuax. [1oTomM ¢ XpycToM OTKyCcuI caxap, 3anvn u,
nocTaBmB NycToe B6raeyKo Ha CTOM, Cernyac e ctan HanmBaTb, CMOKOMHO AepXXa ropsaYymi cTakaH
B 3aCKOpPY3nbIX NanbLuax.

OTnuB cTakaH, noka BepurvH Hanvean emy Apyroi, cTapyk cuaen npsiMo 1 NbiTNMBO CMOTPEN Ha
rocTsi.

— Y710 Bbl HAa MEHS Tak cMOTpuTe? — cnpocun BepuruH.

— CwmorTpio... 3psa Bbl caenanu, HenagHo, HEXOPOLLO! — CypOBO ckasasl CTapuk.

— A yTt0? — yamBuncsa BepuruH.

— A TO! — HEeNoHATHO BYPKHYN CTapuK 1 B3sANCs 3a Gnogeyxo.

BepurnH noHan, 4to emy M3BeCcTHa UCTOPUS B NECy, U Cnerka nokpacHern.

— A Bbl OTKyaa 3HaeTe? — HeapyXentbHO CNpocun OH.

— BbixoguT, 4to 3Hato... Copoka Ha XBOCTe npuHecrna! — 3arago4Ho OTBETUST CTapuK.
— [a Bbl 0 yem? — oTo3Barcsa Lytos ¢ ntobonbITCTBOM.

BepurnHy He xoTenocb pacckasbiBaTb, HO OH BCe-Taku pacckasarn.

— [la BOT... — ckasan crtapwik, koraa BepurmH samonyan, — v BbIXOAWT, YTO NMOCTYMNWMMN Bbl O4EHb
Aaxe HenagHo. 51 3Toro cTapuka 3Hat: 370 TyT B JaBHUE BpeMeHa Obinu Kakne-To noceneHubl, 13
nepBbiX... XXn3Hb Torga TyT Obina gukas, Hy OHWU U 0BYPATUNNCE, CBOKO BePy 3abbinun, cTanu naony
KNaHATbCSA... Tak U XUBYT, Kak Obl AONOMOKMOHHUKM, BbixoauT. OgHako, onpuyb 3TOro, AyPHOro 0
HUX CKa3aTb HeYero... XOpoLUO XUBYT, MPaBUbHO.

CTapVIK roBopus riyxo — ycCbl mewianum, Ho BECKO U flaXXe TOP>XeCTBEHHO, KaK BJ1aCTb UMELLMI.

— 4 nx Tak NOHUMato, YTO CMELLEHNE NPON3OLLSO: XpUCTa-TO OHKU 3abbinn, a obbivan
XpUCTMAHCKNn cobniogatoT He B NPUMEP MHOTMM U U3 HawunX. Bogku He NblOT, HUKOMY Xy4oro He
AenarT, BOPOBCTBA MPOMEXK HUX HET... HPABCTBEHHOCTb MMEIOT BbICOKYHO M Ce0S OYEHDb
cobntogatoT. Hawmx He YyxgarTcsl, HET, HO TOMbKO MAO0Na CBOEro HUKOMY MOKa3biBaTb HE MOTYT.
Takomn y HUX, 3HAYUT, 3aKOH... A CTapuUYOK TOT Y HUX 3aMECT rMaBHOro LWamaHa, 4YTto fn, cymTaeTcs.
OueHb NpaBuUIibHLIN CTapUYoK. A Tenepb y HUX Takoe naet, 4To Hy!l.. U kakue nocneacTsnsa Tomy
MOryT ObiTb, HEM3BECTHO. A TOMbKO 1 BaM CKaxy, YTO Ha3ag TeM Xe NyTem Bam Tenepb UATK
HecrnoAapyyHo. Bbl TyT AeHbKa ABa NOXMBUTE, a CbiH, CTapLUMA MOW, BEPHETCH, 9 eMY NPUKaxy, OH
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Bac NpPOBOAMWT.

— Oblo! — camoyBepeHHO NPUCBUCTHYN BepurnH n nocmoTper Ha CBOe pyXbe, CTOSBLLEE B YrIy.
Emy 6bino gocagHo, 4To CcTapuk kak bbl HOTaumo emy Yitaet, u Tem 6onee focagHo, YTo emy
camomy ObIno CTbIAHO CBOEW Manb4yMLLECKOWN BbIXOAKM.

CTtapuvk nokayan roroBoKn, HO HUYEro He ckasar 1 cTan HanueaTb Ha 6nraeyKo.
LlyToB C TpeBOron nocMoTpen Ha Hero.
— A Tbl 3Haelwb, Tbl B CAMOM Jerie He Xoau, Nogoxan! — BOMHYSICb cKasar OH.

— HanneBatb! — xBactnueo BO3pa3unn Bepmrle MMEHHO NOTOMY, 4YTO eMy CaMOMY 4YTO-TO CTallo
XYTKO U CTbIAHO Oblno B 3TOM NPU3HAaTbCA.

B n36e Obino aywHo 1 TeMHo. Jlamnoyka gaBana masno CBeTy; Mo CTeHe OT caMOBapHOro napa
ObICTPO Nponon3any 1 ucyesanu Nog NOTONKOM AbIMHbIE TEHMW.

— Hexopouwlo! — nporoBopwun ctapuk Kak 6bl Npo cebs.

— Hy YTO XK, — 3aroBopun BepVIFI/IH, O3/IMBLUNCHL Ha ero ocy>|<,qa+OLu,|/||7| TOH, — Bbl, BEPHO, 4YeroBekK
peJ'II/IFl403HbII7I, cnepoBaTtesibHO, OOJTKHbI O}J,OGpFITb MOW NOCTYNOK: paspyLwiun MOOSTOMNOKNOHCTBO!..
CeaATble OTUbI BCErga tak I'IOCTyﬂaJ'II/I!

CTapI/IK MOKOCUJICA Ha Hero, nokasbiBad, YTO NMOHAJT HACMELLIKY.

— Bawewmy geny cBaTble oTUbl HE NpuMep! — HeoJo6pUTENBHO ckasan OH. — W He BCe NpaBuIibHO
N cBATbIE genanu.

— Y70 X, no-Bawlemy, He Hago BopoTbea ¢ cyeBepusaMn? MNMyctb cebe naonam NOKNOHAKTCS, YTO
nn? — HacMmewnmeo cnpocun BepuruH.

Ctapuk nomonyarn.

— Bcsik yenosek cBoero ngona nmeet! — HacTtaBuTenbHO BO3pasusi oH. — He B ToMm aeno, yemy
4yernoBeK NoKrnoHseTcd... Ham ¢ Bamu Yyxyto Bepy rHaTtb He K nuuy!.. Tl CBOIO Bepy 3Han, 6apuvH, a
4y>Kon He Kacawncsa. Tol cebs B gobpe aepxu n bygews Tem cambim Bory cnyra. He B xpame, a B
Ayxe! — Top>XeCTBEHHO N HEMOHATHO BO3rNacun cTapuk, 3Ha4nMTesibHO MOAHSB TONCThIN,
3acKkopyanblv naneuy,.

— Tak To AyX, a TO AepeBsiHHbIN YypbaH! — He BAyMbIBasiCb B CfioBa cTapuka, Bo3pasun BepuruH.

— YypbaH!.. A Tbl BO 4YTO BepULLb, BAapH? — yxxe IBHO HEOA06pPUTENBHO BAPYr CAPOCUI CTapuK U
30pKO ycTaBuncs Ha BepuruHa.

Bepurnn sacmesancs.
— 4 B yenoBe4ecTBO BEpPIO, cTapuk!

— B yenoBe4yecTBO? — pasgymMumBo U Kak 6bl ¢ HegoBepuem nepecnpocun ®egop MieaHosny. — B
yenoBe4yecTBO!.. Hy, nH no-tBoemy... N kpenko BepuLLb?

— BepHo kpenko, konu ctoga nonarsn!
— Bo! A noyem Tbl 3HaeLb, YTO TBOS Bepa — npaBasn?

— A gymato!
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— A Tbl He oyman, a roBopu, Kak noHnmMaelws! BoT, ckaxem, n 4, u Bacunuin Bacuneesuny, n
CTapU4OK TOT, N YPSOHMK HaLL, CKaXXeM, TOXXe — Noan-4yenoBekn. Tak Tbl U B HAC BEPULLIL?

— Hy, noyemy — B Bac?.. {1, ctapuk, B nget vyenoseyectsa Bepto! ynbIGHyNCA CHUCXOANTENBHO
BepuruH.

— Acb? — nepecnpocun ®egop MBaHOBUY 1 HAKITOHWI YXO, N3 KOTOPOro Topyanu cefble BOSOChI.
— Hy, BO Bcex BMecTe Bepto! — cmesiCb, NOACHUN BepurmH.

— Her, 310 Tl NyCcTOE roBopuLlb! — Mokayar rofioBon ctapuk. — B kaxgoro yernoBeka BepUTb Thl
He MOXellb, MOTOMY YTO YesIoBEK CMEPTEH U B 040NN CBOEN BECbMa AaXe HUYTOXEH. JTakK Thbl U B
KO3y noBepulb!.. A BepULLb Tbl, Kak U BCe Mbl, B NpaBay Aa B Aobpo... Tel B Ntogax npasae 1 aobpy
KnaHsewbcs. M BbIxoguT, 4TO YenoBek Tebe HamecTo YypbaHa CriyxuT.

— Kak? — B cBO0 o4epeb nepecnpocun BepuruH.

— HamegHu kK HaMm MuccroHep npuesxan, — Kak Obl He criylwas, Npoaoshkan CTapuK, Hanveas vau,
— cobpan HapoAa, KHUIM BbIBanui 1 NOLWes: He Tak KpecTMMCs a He Tak MOSIMMCS, HenpasegHo,
3HAYUT, XKXMBEM U Yepes TO reeHHe OrHEeHHOM YyroToBaHbl!.. A y camMoro poxka Kak camosap...
MocTHUK!.. ThI-TO Kak KpecTuLbCs, kKorga aHademe nogen npegaews? — cnpawmsato... Kak bl
Bory monuTtebl Bo3HOCHLLb Nepeq obpasamun NOCTHUKOB BENUKMX, €Xernun oT Tebs BUHULLEM pasuT?..
Ocepuan, uspyran ga un yexan!.. Cmeanucb noTom Hawu... A MHe He cMmeluHo!.. Yenosek He bory, a
Bepe knaHsietcs... [Noctpoun cebe LepkBy, en 1 CRyXuT, a B XXM3HWN y Hero bora-To n HeT!.. Pyku ga
A3blk BepAT!l.. K yemy Takas Bepa, XoTb 6bl OHa camas pacnpasuibHan? Hu k yemy!.. A ToT
CTapu4oK, KOTOPOro Tbl M306uaen 1, MOXeT, BEpbl PeLLUl, CBOeMY UO0NY HENULUENPUATHO Cryxun!..
Han Bor Tebe, 4TOBLI Tl TaK CO CBOMM YESrI0BEYECTBOM XMW, Kak OH CO cBOMM Yypbatukon!.. A Tbl
3a4eM 4YenoBeKy 310 caernarn, Konv B YenoBeka BepuLLb?..

— A yepT Xe ero 3Han! — oboanuncs BepurnH n B 3amelLaTenbCTBE CTan 3akypusaTb,
NPUTBOPSACH, YTO BCE BHUMAHWE €ro NOrmoLeHO0 OrOHBKOM CMNYKM.

— Her, He 4yepT! — yKOpM3HEHHO BO3pa3un cTapuk. — A TbI-TO 3HaW, YTO Yy KaXaoro ceomn vypbaH
eCTb, U H/KaKasi Bepa nepe gpyron HUKakoro npenmyLlectsa He uMmeeT... bora HUKTO e He Bugen
Hurge xel.. Tel bora cnpawwusarn, kakas Bepa emy munee?.. lNepen Hum Bce Bepbl paBHbI, a
4YenoBeKy Ta M fy4lle, OT KOTOPOM B HEM 3r1a MeHbLue. Tbl MMMO cBoero YyypbaHa Ha bora cmoTpw,
Kak 4ypbaH-To yxe n He 4yypbaH BbingeT!.. BoT Tebe n Becb ckas, a Tbl Hag HUM nogyman. A s
nongy... NokopHenwe 6narogapum 3a yroweHue!

CTtapuvik nepeBepHyn cTakaH, NOfoXUI1 OrpbI30K caxapa Ha JOHBLILLKO 1 BCTan.

— bonbLuon Bbl punocod! — cmewnueo ckasan BepurnH.

— ®dunocod! — ropbko NOBTOPUN CTapuk N 6e3HagexxHo nokadan ronosow. MNpoweHbs npocum!
OH BbILes, HA3KO BbIFHYBLUUCH B ABEPSIX.

Bepurnn u LyToB gonro monyanu. [Myxon ronoc, kasanocb, OCTarncs B KOMHaTe 1 AaBusl Ha QyLuly.

— JltobonbITHBINM cTapuk! — HakoHel, cka3an BepurH, co6CTBEHHO, NOTOMY, YTO HE 3Han, 4YTo
cKkasartb.

— OH yMHbIn cTapuk! — oxusuncsa LytoB. — A ¢ HAM o4eHb ntobno 6ecegoBaTb... ECTb B HeM
YTO-TO Kpenkoe!

— [a-a... — HeoxoTHO cornacuncs BepurnH, kKoTopoMy Obifio 4OCaAHO, YTO CTapuK Kak ByaTo Obl
oTyuTan ero.
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— Ay Hac Bce Bpa3bpoa nowwno! — nomonyas, 3ameTtun LLyToB, 04EBUOHO NEPECKOYMB K 3TOMY OT
dpasbl 0 KpenocTn ctapuka. — Bce nepepyranucb, nepeccopunucb, Bce NporpaMMbl nepenyTani...
Mpourpanu geno, a Tenepb 1 TOPryrTCA, KTO NpaB., KTo BUHOBAT!.. Tskeno cnywats!.. N yTo TyT
cnoputb. Bce BuHoBaThI!.. Mana 66110 roTOBHOCTM MATK A0 KOHUA... A B CYLLHOCTU, YTO X: HENb3S
OT BCex TpeboBaTtb reponcraa!

— TbI-TO 4OCTATOYHO, KaxeTcs, noreponcrteoan! — 3ameTun BepuriH, ¢ HEBONbHOW fackomn
NOCMOTPEB Ha Xunakme 6onbHbIE BONOCHI U ACHbIE OTKPbIThIE rNasa.

— Kakoe Tam reponcteo! — maxHyn pykoto LyToB. — YT0 nerkme otéunu, Tak ato cnyyan!

— Xopouw cnyyan! — 3acmesnca BepuruH, 1 rnasa y Hero ctanu BnaxHoimu. LLlyToB 3aBonHoBarncs.

— HeT, B camom gene... — ckasan OH, BUAUMO Xenasi nepeMeHnTb Temy, — BCe Obl 3TO HUYero, a
CKBEPHO TO, 4TO NeXunllb TYT, KaK Konoda, Koraa tam KaXkObl YenoBeK Ha C‘-IeTy!

— [HoBonbHo ¢ Tebs!.. Tbl  Tak MHOro caenan!

— Yo x a caenan? 'ge oHo?.. Ecnn xouelb, 51, KOHEYHO, 3Hat0, YTO C MEHSI, MONYyMEPTBOro,
cnpawwmBaTh 6onbLle HEYEero, Ho MHe-TO OT 3Toro He neryve! MpuayT ToBapULLN, HAYHYT
pacckasblBaTb, ra3eTbl YATATb... yKac YTo genaetcal.. Tak 6bl n 6pocuncs Tyaal.. Het, nexu n
Kawnsm, cMmepTn xau!..

— Hy 4Tto Tbl BCe 0 cmepTu! — Henosko nepedbun BepurmH.

— lNoHeBone 6yaelwb, ecnv oHa 3a nnedamu!.. Tbl He gyman... — Bapyr 3atoponuncs LyTos n
Aaxke NoKpacHen OT BOSTHEHUSA, — U 9 CMEPTU He BOKOCb... B caMOM fere He 6oKoCh... 1 He How!.. A
K HEW OTHOLUYCb, KakK K dakTy... YTo 3HaumT — cmepTb?.. Korga-Hnbyab ymmnpaTtb e Hago. MHe
TOMbKO Xarnko, YTO A He YBUXY, YEM BCE 3TO KOHUMTCA!.. Tak nHorga nogymaellb, YTO NPOMAET 3Ta
nosioca, nogbIMeTcs HoBas BonHa, oyaet 6opbba... 6yaet rubHyTb M nobexaatb, a Tebs yxe He
OyneT ¢ HUMMW. .. rpycTHO!.. He npuwnoce... A kakoe, 4OMKHO ObiTb, cH4acTbe BMAETb Nobeny ceoen
noen!.. 3x, ecnu Gbl XOTb 3HATb HABEPHOE, YTO Mbl Nobeaum!.. Crniywian, ckaxkm no COBeCTU, OT
AyLn, BEpULb Thl, YTO Mbl NOBEANM B KOHLE KOHLOB? — C HEBEPOSATHBIM BOSTHEHMEM CNPOCUIT
LLlyToB 1 gaxke npmMnogHAncs.

BepuruH B3rnsHyn Ha CBeTIble LUMPOKO OTKPbIThIE rMasa, B KOTOPbIX FOpen CTPacTHBIN,
BOCTOPKEHHbIN BOMPOC, U eMy Aaxe CTPaHHO CTarno: TPW AHSA OCTanoCh YeNoBEKY XWUTb, a OH
roBoputT — Mbl NoGeaum!.. Yto emy 4o Toro?

— KoHeu4Ho, nobegnm! — ckasan oH, HEBOJSTbHO NOTYMUBLUUCH.

LUyTOB TaK N ocTancd, NnpMnoaHABLUUCH HA JIOKTE. OH CMOTpeJ1 He Ha Bepmrlea, a Kyaa-To Bblille,
TOYHO Yepes rosioBy ToBapuila, OH yxKe Buaesi CBoMMu rnpo3padyHbiMn OT 6nnskon CMepTHU rmasamm
Kakoe-TO I'IO6€,D,HO€ wecteBue Baarin, Kakoe-T1o Jiyde3apHoe HOBOE COJIHLE.

[MoToMm OH cpasy ocnaben v ner. Ha J'I6y Y HEro BbICTYNWUI1 NOT, >XaJ1Ko CITUNJINCb XUAKue Benble
BOJ10ChbI, rMas3a NnomMyTUJInCb.

BepuruH cugen noTynuBLUKCH, MSIAS HA CBOM canorn. [loyeMy-To OH He Mor CMOTpeTh Ha LLlyToga.
OTOT CTpaHHbIN NpeaCcMepPTHbIA BOCTOPr 6BOMbHO pe3an cepaLle.
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CorHue elle He Bcxoauno, koraa BepurvH Bbillen Ha 3HAaKOMYHO MOSIHY, HO BEPXYLUKM AepPEBLEB
ObINK y>Xe CBETMbI U BO3AYX NPO3payeH. YTPEHHSAS CBEXECTb Monoauna, 1 Hor Lwaranu Tak Jierko u
OXOTHO, TOYHO UM CaMMUM OOCTaBMANO YAOBOSIbCTBUE HECTU TXKECTb CUITbHOIro, 604pOro, MONoAoro
Tena.

BHMSy, noa noepeBbAaMU, 3eJ1ieHb Obina euie 6ne,u,Has=| OT POCbI N NOJTAHKN Ka3aJINCb NOKPbITbIMU
NHEEM. TpaBa Obina Tsxkena u MOKpa, 1 He ycnern BepI/IFVIH BOWTU B fnec, Kak canoru yXKe bnecrenu,
TOYHO BbIMbITbI€, N KOJTEHKA 6p+0|< no4vyepHenu.

OT BYepaLLHNX pa3roBOPOB OCTaNoCh BrevaTieHne 4Yero-To 60NbHOro M TSHKENOoro, U AymaTtb O HUX
He XOTernock B Takoe pafgoCcTHOe, YMCToe YTpo. o BNUSHMEM 3TOM YMCTOThI, CBETA U NErKOCTU
BepurnH noutu 3abbin 1 npegoctepexeHune ctaporo ®enopa MiBaHoBm4Ya, XoTsi nepes yxoaom u
cTapvk, u LLlyToB HacTon4mBo yroBapvBanu ero He AT B OAMHOYKY. OcTaTbcs — 3HaUMN0
NPU3HaTbCSl OKOHYATENbHO, YTO OH HAarnynun n cam cTpycun. BepurnH nowen Hasno v nepeoe
Bpemsi Obin HACTOpOXe, He BbiNyckas pyXXbsl U3 PYK U 30pKO BrisiAbIBasiCb B Kaabl kycT. Ho B
necy 6bINo NycTo U TUXO, HUYEro NoA03PUTENBHOIO He BUAHO BbINo HUrAe, 1 NOHEMHOry
OCTOPOXHOCTb ocriabena. OH COBEpPLLUEHHO YCMOKOUICS, U, Korga Mexay AepeBbsMU MENbKHYI
NPOCBET MOMsiHbI U NoKasanachk Kpbllla 3HAaKOMOW 3eMMsiHKK, BepuruH yxxe He novyBCcTBOBAn
HMYero, kpome nobonbITCTBA.

Mpexxae Bcero ero nopasunm ctpaHHas nyctota u 6e3monsume NonsiHbl: LBETbl, MOHYPUB rOfIoBKM
nof TSHKeCTb 0OUMBbHON POChl, HEMOABMXKHO CTOSANM B TpaBe U Kak OyaTo cnanuv; He neTtanu
nyenbl, AOMKHO ObITb TOXE ellle cnaBLUMe B CBOMX TeNmbIX YNbsX; NECTPbIE NOCKYTbs NOA KpbILLEW
OTCbIPENW M BMUCENM, KaK MOKpble TPSAMKW; ABEPb B 3EMIISIHKY Oblna OTKpbITa U YepHena XyTKO, Kak B
mMoruny. Hukoro He ObIno Kpyrom.

BepuruH, kak gaBe4va, nocTosn Ha onyLike n nogowen. OH HEBOMBbHO OXuAan, YTo OTKyAa-HMOyab
BbIHbIPHET 6enbIi Aed U ONATb HAYHET Kpu4aTtb U NneBaTbecs Ha Hero. CTpaHHO, OH Aaxe Kak byaTo
66111 661 pag aToMy. Ho nyctota n 6e3moneue Lapunm Kpyrom, n 6negHble gepeBbs O4HU CTOSMNMN,
MOHYPUBLUNCH Ha OMyLLKE.

— ,El,e,u,! — KPUKHYI BepI/IFI/IH, CaM He 3Had 3a4eM, NOoBUHYACb KaKOMY-TO XYTKOMY CO3HaAHWIO
OoAnHO4YeCTBaA.

— [e-en!

UTO-TO TPEnbIXHYMOCh M 3aLlenkano Yy Hero Hag ronoson. BepuruH 6eicTpo ob6epHyrncs,
CXBaTMBLUUCH 3a pyXbe. Ho aTo Bbina TonbKo NpocHyBLUascs BopoHa. OHa 3axnonana
OTCbIPEBLUMMM 3a HOYb KPbINTbSIMU 1 HEYKITKOXE noretena BHU3, BOOMb OMYLUKW.

«Kypa oH geBanca?» — nogyman BepuruH.

OH nopoLuen K 3eMnsiHKe M OCTOPOXHO 3arnsiHyn BHYTPb. CbIpOCTbIO M 3aTXNOCTbI0 norpeba
naxHyno oTTyaa. BepurinH Hapo4HO CTyKHYN NPUKNagoM, HO HAKTO He oTo3Barscs. Tonbko
NpUrNsSAeBLWNCh, OH BOPYT YBUAEN BO MpaKe KakMe-To ABe CBETSALWMECS TOYKU, GECMOKOMHO
ABUraBLUMECS B CAMOM TEMHOM Yriy. BepurMH HeBonbHO CyHyn Bnepea Ayno pyxbsi. CBeTsawmecs
TOYKM MUTHYNWU. BepurvH oTcTynun wara Aga, U YTo-To pbikee, NYLNCTOe WMbITHYIO Y HEro NoA
Horamu. Bonbluas npucagkoBaTtas nica, pacnyLmB PbRKUA XBOCT, CKauykamu noLusia Yepes nonsiHy
N B OOHO MFHOBEHME CKpbIfach B KyCTax.

— AX, 4T0b TEbA! — ycnen TonbKo BCKPUKHYTbL BepurnH n BCKUHYN pyxbe, HO BbINo yxe No3gHo.
Emy npuwwno B ronosy, 4to nucuua 3abpanack ctofa HecnpocrTa.

«Y>X He ymep N OH TaM?» — nogyman BepuruH, 3abbiBasi, YTo nucuua He MAeT Ha MepPTBEYNHY.
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— [epn! — onatb rpoOMKO No3Ban OH.

Bbino Tnxo, 1 Bce cBeTnee 1 cBeTnee CTaHOBUMNOCh KPYyrom. BepLunHkM fepeBLEB ke 3aropanmcb
PO30BbIM NflaMeHeM 1 TO TYT, TO Tam poGKO 3ByYanu nepeble NTUYbKM rofoca.

BepMFMH, HarHyBLNCb, BOLWIES1 B 3EMJIAHKY U, KOrga riasa ero rnpuBbIKIiinM K TEMHOTE, paCCMOTpPeEST Ha
nony OKpOBaBﬂeHHbIIZ nyx n nepb4. OH noHsAnN, 4YTO 3eMnisiHKa ocTaBneHa COBCEM.

— A, 4epT! — CO CMYTHbIM, HENPUSITHBIM YYBCTBOM, MO NPUBbLIYKE, Bbipyrancst BepuriH u Boiwen Ha
BO3AyX.

Bce eule gepxa pyxbe HarotoBe, He BEPA 3TON TULLIMHE, OH 0BoLLIEeN 3eMMSHKY U nonan B
ManeHbKU, 3aropoXXEHHbIN CYXMM XBOPOCTOM, NYeNbHUK. KapTMHa NonHoro paspyLlleHnst nopasuna
ero 34echb: YeTblpe rpybo CKONOYEHHbIX YNbs Bananucb Ha 60Ky, KPbILWKM C HAX JaneKo OTKaTUimCh
B CTOPOHY, U Ha 3emIie, BMECTE C BbITEKLLUMMU pa3gaBneHHbIMU COTaMU, — BAUMLINE B HUX
MepTBble nyenbl. HECKOMbKO XUBbIX, B MOSTHOM OTYNEHUM CUOEBLUMX KPYrOM Ha BETKaX 3aropoaku,
Kasanocb, B 6e3MOfIBHOM OTHYasiHUW, paBHOAYLLHbLIE KO BCEMY Ha CBeTe, co3epLanu rubenb cBoero
aoma. [1Be, Tpy TSHKENO CHANUCHL C MeCcTa M C rPO3HbLIM XXYXOKaHMEM NoMbiTanucb HaneTeTb Ha
BepurnHa, HO yxe He BbIfio Cunbl U CO3HAHUSA B UX pa3pO3HEHHOM ryAEHUN, N OHW CKOPO Tak e
TYno ycenucb rge nonano.

BepuruH, Bce ellie He COBCEM MOHMMABLLUIA CMbICa 3TOr0 CTPAHHOIO paspyLUeHMs], Bbllen ¢
nyernbHWKa, 3arnsHyn B NyCTY TEMHYIO 3EMISHKY W, MaxHYyB PYKOW, NOLUEeN Npoyb.

B maneHbkon HM3MHE, rae elle C BECHbI CTosiNa Hernybokasa p)xaBasi BoAa, OKPY>KEHHas TOMKON
YepHOW rpasbto, YTO-TO Bpocunock emy B rnasa. C TpeBOXHbIM TOMYKOM B cepaue BepurnH
nogouwen kK 6onoTuy. EMy BOpyr oT4eTNMBO U CTPALLHO NPeAcTaBuioCh, YTO cermyac OH yBUAMUT Tpyn
cTapuka, He BbIHECLLETrO KpyLUEHUS CBOEN HAaUBHOW N TBEPOOMN BEPbI, NOCPAMIAEHHON YY>XON U
XOI04HOW PYKOW.

Ho 310 Obin TONbKO AepeBSAHHLIN YypbaH C packonoTon BbiCTpenom ronoson. OH, o4eBUAHO, bbin C
cunon 6polueH B 60n0T0, HO, 3abpbl3raHHOE YEPHOW rPA3bIO, BCE TaK e XUTPO U BECCMbICIIEHHO
BMeCTe ynblbanock ero AepeBsiHHOE y3KOrnasoe numuo.

BepMFI/IH CMOTpPeE1 Ha Hero Co CTpaHHbIM U TAXeN1bIM YyBCTBOM. BbIno CThIAHO, Xarb, U YTO-TO,
GonbLue XXanocTu 1 CTbiaa, eLle HeOCO3HaHHOE, LLIEBENUITOCH B ayuie.

OH, BEPOATHO, AOMNT0 NPOCTOsN Gbl 34eCb, ecnv Obl KAKON-TO 3BYK HE 3acTaBuUN ero ObICTPO
06epHyTbCs... CTpaHHO, Kak BO CHe, MeNlbKHY1 Ha CaMOM KpaeLlKe rnasa cunyaT fowaan v
BCadHVKa BAanv Mexay AepeBbsiMu, HO korga BepurvH ornsiHyncsl, HAKOro He 6bIno, 1
GnenHo-3eneHbl Nec Mofya CMOTPEN Ha Hero.

«[yraHas BopoHa kycTta boutcsa!» — ¢ gocagon nogyman BepurvH, He 4ONyCKaBLINA MbICIIU, YTO
MOXHO Tak 6eccnegHo CKpbITbCS B OOHO MIHOBEHME.

OH TpsAXHYN ronoBoto, BCKMHYI PY>Xbe Ha Nieyvyo n 6ecco3HaTenbHO YCKOPEHHbIMY Laramum nowen
CBOEWN OOPOron.

Yxe Bce AepeBbsi OblNv 00NUTbI PaAOCTHLIM 30/10TUCTBLIM CBETOM, U poca brecTena Thica4amu
NCKpSALLMXCA BpunnuaHToB, korga BepuruH, 3agymMumBo weawuii no necy, Bapyr oCTaHOBUIICS.
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PoGKMMY 1 MENKMMM LLAXKKaMK, Npobupasicb No NonsiHke, KOBbINAN nepes HAM KyLblid cephbiit
3a4nk. Ero HenomepHo AnMHHbIE YLK BbINKN NAOTHO NpWKaThl K CIMHE U HEPBHO LLEBENMUITUCS,
KYLIbIA XBOCTUK TOpYarn Ha HenoBKO MPUNOAHATOM 3aKe, U Kasanoch, YTO OH HAPOYHO cTar Ha
4YeTBEPEHbLKM.

bbino \ BepI/IFI/IHa HEBOJIbHOE OBWXXEeHUNE 3a PYyXbeM, HO YTO-TO OCTaHOBWUIIO €ro, 1, nputTans
AblXaHne, HenogBum>xXHO CTOA, OH CMOTpeEsl, 4YTO 6y,1:|,eT aenartb 3abaBHbIl 3BepeK.

BbibpaBLumnch Ha cepeuHy NossiHbl, 3asiL Cen U CTOPOXKO BbITAHYNCH, BbICOKO NOAHAB Haz rofioBoOK
ANWHHBIE YLIM U NpuXaB K 6enoBaToMy XXMBOTUKY KOPOTKME nepeaHne nanku. C MUHYTY OH YyTKO
npucrnyLmBarncs, 4yTb 3aMeTHO NMOBOpaYMBas yLIN U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. BepurmuHy 6bino BUAHO,
KaK 4aCTO-4acTO APOXUT €ro HEXHbIN HOCUK, MPUHIOXMBASCh K NOA03pUTENbHbLIM 3anaxam. Ho
Bepurnn ctoan 3a seTpom.

B necy yxxe nosctogy 3BeHen 1 TpeLan NTmymm roMoH. JIuctea u TpaBa npo3pavyHo 30M10TUANCH B
ceeTy. Hebo 6b1S10 YNCTO 1 ACHO-HM oaHOro obnadykal

3asu wesenbHyncs. OH, 4OMKHO ObiTb, YO6eAMICs, YTO HUKOTO HET KPYroM U HUKaKasi ONnacHOCTb
emy He yrpoxaeT. Ha MUHYTKy OH Jaxe Kak-To ocen, komgopTabenbHO BbICTABUB XXUBOTUK U
3a)XKMYPUBLUMCb OT YOOBOSbCTBUS, MOTOM BbITSIHYIICS ONSATb, MOOHSN NepeaHne nanku u CMeLIHO
3amaxan M1 B BO3ZlyXe, CIOXUB, TOYHO MyCyNibMaHWH Ha MmonuTee. U BOpyr, HEOXXMAAHHO
COpBaBLUMCL C MeCTa, NPbIrHYI, NepeKyBbIPHYIICS, PacTSHYNCA B TPaBe 1 3aBepPTENCst KONecoM.

Bbino Tak 3eneHo, Tak CBETIO, Tak pagoCTHO KpyroM. 3asu, Kak cymaclueaLwnin, npbiran, ckakarn,
Maxan nankamm, KyBblpkancsi Yepes ronosy. OH, 04eBUOHO, olianen oT pagocTu CBETIIOro yTpa U
nofiHov 6e30nacHOCTHU.

BepuruH eaBa He pacxoxoTarncs, rmsaasa Ha ero Y)XXKMMKU U Npbbkki. begHbin, 6e306uaHbIN, cambin
3arHaHHbIN N3 BCEX, 3BEPEK ObIf N CMELLOH U Xarnok B CBOEW HaUBHOW, KPOTKOW pagocTu, He
nogo3pesast, YTO CMepPTb CTOUT TYT Xe 3a AePEBOM.

Bopyr oH ocTaHOBWACS, CTan Ha 3agHue nanku 1 3amep, MrHOBEHHO NPEBPATUBLLMCH B
ONULLETBOPEHHbIN UCMYT. Y1LUM TOPYKOM, rna3a HaCTOPOXe N YacTo-4acTo ApoXalimm HocuK... Ho,
O4YEBUOHO HE YyCrbIXaB HUYEro Nogo3pUTENBHOrO, OH ONYCTWUIT NanK/M Ha XXUBOTUK, ONYCTUIT U OAHO
YyXO 1, NPULLYPUBLLUNCE, 3aMep B BriaxkeHHOM CO3epLaHMm 3eneHoro neca, ronyboro Heba u
CBETMOro cosnHua.

ryJ'IKI/II7I BbICTPEN NPOKaTUIcaA no rnecy. BepmrMHy NnokKasasiocCb, YTO KTO-TO KperKo yaapus ero
nankow no 3aTblJIKY. n, yXe He Bad, Kak OoTHaAHHbIM CKa4KOM 6pOCMJ'ICFI B KyCTbl 3asl, OH
noAcKo4uI, B3MaxHyJs pykamMmu 1 rpy3Ho ynarsn B TpaBy HUYKOM.

HekoTopoe Bpemsi 6bi1o Tuxo. CosnHue CBETUIO NPSIMO B 3aTbifIok BepurnHy, n Ha npumsaTon Tpaee
ObINO YTO-TO CEPOE U KpacHoe.

B KycTax 3alleBenunock 1 nokasanocb CTpaHHOe y3Kornasoe, kak 6yaTo AepessiHHoe, nuuo 6e3
BCAKOro BblpaxeHuss. OCTOPOXKHO, NO-KoLLaybyM CTynas, K HEMoABWXHO Nnexallemy Bepuruny
noaoLen XenTonuubii 6ypsT. B pykax y Hero elle AbiMunach AnvHHas ctapas BUHToBka. OH Kak
OyaTo paBHOAOYLLHO NOCMOTpen Ha BepurvHa, TonkHyn Tpyn HOToW U cTan CMoKOMHO 3apsiXaTb CBO
BUHTOBKY.

MNMoToM ornsaencs Kpyrom, NOAHSAN pyXbe YOMTOro, oToLern B KyCTbl U, BbiBeAs oTTyaa
HM3KOPOCIY0 KOCMaTYHO NOLaZAEHKyY, NTOBKO NOAHANCSA Ha Ceasno u TMXo, Npobupasch, kak BOJK,
noexan npo4b Mo necy.
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