


Muxann ApubiballeB

KpoBaBoe nATHO

Bce a1 AHM AHMCMMOB MOYTU HE cnarl, HO YyBCTBOBan cebs Takum 300poBbIM 1 604pbIM, Kak
Hukorga. OH aaxe kak 6yaTo noMornoaen, 1 ero xyaas, HeckrnagHas dourypa, ¢ yHbifbiM U ANUHHBIM
HOCOM, ABuranacb no cTaHuumn BbICTPO U BECETO.

Bce 6bino Tak CTpeMUTENbHO, Tak HEOXKMAAHHO M XOPOLLIO, YTO BCE BPEMSI Y HEro GbIno Takoe
oLlyLLeHne, ByaTO OH KPYXKUTCS B CBEXEW U YACTOW BOMHE, OTKyAA-TO HaxrbIHyBLUEW U 6e3 cnepa,
HaBceraa CMbIBLLEN BCHO CTaPYH, TYCKIYH M CKYYHYHO KU3Hb.

Ha ctaHummn, Bcerga TMXon M NyCTbIHHOW, Tenepb ObINo NAHO U WyMHO. OT YepHbIX ToMM,
HenpecTaHHO ABWXYLLMXCA NO NnaTdopMe 1 NyTaM, Kasanoch, YTO BCS OHA ABMXKETCS, Kak
MypaBENHUK, U MHOFOronochi, BO30Y>XAEHHbIN rOBOP Tak M BUCEN Hag HEW B YNCTOM, XONOLHOM
Bo3ayxe 6enoro gHs. C BOCTOKa OAUH 3a APYrMM NPOXOAUNKM NECTPble, HACKOPO COCTaBIIEHHbIE U3
pasHokanMbepHbIX BaroHOB noesna v, NoYTu He OCTaHaBMBAsACb, CTPEMUTENBHO YHOCUITUCH
BOanb, ObICTPO YMEHbLUASACh 1 Tad B 6e51oM MapeBe CHeXHbIX nonen. Kaxabin noesa tonna Ha
CTaHUUKM BCTpeYana un npoBoxarna gosfirmm «ypa» n MaxaHMeMm LLanokK, NpMyYemM OT MHOXECTBaA pYK
MernbKarno B rnasax, a oT Kpuka oBnagesarno MarnbyuLlecku-3agopHoe YyBCTBO. Kaxabin ctapancs
KpryaTb Kak MOr rpomye u, ynblibasicb, ornaapiBancsa Ha cocefen HamBHO 1 Beceno. U korga noesg
y>Xe CKpbIBarics B nepeniecke, eLle JoMro cribiwanMcb 0guHOKMe 3amuparowme kpuku: A-al..

Ha napoBo3ax nonoTtanu no BeTpy KpacHble donaru, 1 n3 BCex BaroHOB rMsiAeny kakme-To
COBEpPLUEHHO HEM3BECTHbIE, HO CTPaHHO Grn3kue, Kak obLme Apy3bs, No GorbLuel YacTn Monoable
ntogn. OHM Maxanu pykamm 1 doypaxkamm 1 ucvesanu Bce B O4HOM HarnpasnieHun. M 1o, 4To mx
ObINO Tak MHOrO, YT Tak YacTbl ObINM 3TU Noe3aa, YTO PYXbs U PEBONIbBEPLI Tak CTPAHHO He
rapMOHMpPOBarM C YepPHbLIMU NanbTO U LWankamu, BCe NOCENsno B Aylle MOMoAoe U pagoCTHOe
4yBCTBO CBOEW NPaBOTbI U CUIbI.

AHMCUMOB NpUHMMAanN 1 OTAPAaBIAN KaXabl noesa cam 1, CTOA Janeko OT CTaHUUK Yy CTPErKN,
NPUBETIMBO BbICOBLIBAST HABCTPEYY U3-No4 KPacHOM LLarnku CBOW ASIMHHbIN, MOKPaCHEBLUUA OT
xonioga Hoc. OH BrnsgbiBarnca B NpegHOCUBLUMECH MUMO HEro He3HakoMble nNuua, U rpyab Y Hero
TECHWIO Kakoe-To 6onbLUIOe, HOBOE U CHACTNMBOE YyBCTBO.

OH ewe cam He 3Han, 4YTo ByaeT ganblie, HO YTO-TO CBETNOE, CBOGOAHOE U CHACTIIMBOE CMYTHO
prYcoBanocb emMy Bnepeau 1 kasanocb 04EBUAHBLIM 1 HENPENOXHBLIM TO, YTO NPEXHSS XKN3Hb, C ee
MEepPTBbIM TSXKemNbIM TPYAOM, AYLLIEBHLIM OOUHOYECTBOM, YHUXXEHMUSIMU, NMbSAHCTBOM OT CKYKMU,
BEYHbIMM 3a060TaMN U HYXXAOW, KOHYEHa.

Korna He GbIno noe3noB, OH CIIOHSACS B TONMe Mo CTaHUMK U, BCOBbIBasi CBOW ANMUHHbIN HOC TO B
Ty, TO B APYrYyI0 KYy4YKy BO30OYXXAEHHO CropsLLMX Nnioaen, ynolbancs u BCTaBnsn CBOU 3aMeYaHus.
Ero Bce yxe 3Hanu, HasblBanu «Hall HavanbHUK CTaHLMU» U «TOBapULL» 1 NPOCTO U OXOTHO
BCTynanu ¢ HUM B pa3roBOpbl, TOYHO BCe 3TO ObINKN AaBHO 3HAKOMbIe U BrM3kue emy naw.

NHorga AHMCUMMOB 3axoaus B CBOKO KOMHaTy Ha BOK3arlie, 4TOObl HEMHOIO NOObLITH OQHOMY ”
CO6paTbC$I ¢ mbicnsmu. OH 4onro crosan nocpean KoMHaTtbl, HE CHUMaA NanbTO W LUAMKH,
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MeuTaTenbHo ynbibanca n gyman Bce OAHy U Ty e dpasy, Kaxabli pa3 nonarasi, YTo oTKpbiBaeT
4YTO-TO HOBOE:

— Ox! BoT kakorw gomkHa ObITb HacToAWAA XU3Hb!

W, 3abbiBasi cBoe HamMepeHne OoTOOXHYTb U NoAyMaTb, ONATb Wes Ha BO3AYX, rae Tak ApKo oeneno
HebOo, YNCTO N 3BOHKO XpycCTes1 CHer n BCe Tak Xe aABurarinCb, lymMmersnu, Kpudarnum n cMeanmcb
OXUBJ1E€HHbIE, 60,D,pble roan.

C kaxgoro npoxoameLuero noesga kK AHUCMMOBY COCKakMBaro no ABa-Tpu YenoBeka u nepegasanm
eMy M3BECTUS N 3agaBann eMy BONPOChl Ype3BblYanHOM obLen BaxXHOCTU. AHUCMMOB bObin paa,
Koraa Mor OTBETUTb YTO-HUBYAb XxopoLllee. OH Kpernko noXxumar UM pyku 1, raaqa B rnasa oTKpbITO
1 Beceno, roBopwuII:

— Hy, Tporante, ToBapuwm!.. C Borom!..

[NMWHHBIVA HOC KpacHen Yy Hero elle 6onblue, U ManeHbK1e rnasky CTaHOBMIUCE BriaxkHbIMU. OH
TOPONNMBO KMBan um u 6exan k napoBoay. 'yaen cBMCTOK, M Macca Grn3KNX, CTPaHHO JOPOruX
nofen yHocunachk Baanb, rae Aenanocb YTo-TO OFpOMHOE, CTPaLUHOE M pafgoCTHOE BMECTE.

N Tonna onaTb npoBoXxana ux AoNrMM rpOMOBbBIM KPUKOM, OT KOTOPOro MOLLIHO ryaena, Kasanoch,
cama 3emns.

B ogHOM 13 noes3nos, yxxe nog Bevep, AHMCMMOB yBMAan 3HAaKOMOe NnLo. TONCTbIA MaLLMHUCT, C
00pHO3rNon 1 N3MATON PU3MOHOMUEN, COCKOYNST K HEMY C NnoLwlagku naposo3a. OHU Kpenko
noxkanw gpyr apyry pyku, 1 AHUICMMOB, TOPONSCH U ynblbascb CTpaHHOMY BMAY MaLUMHUCTA, C
PY>XbEeM U KapMaHaMu, OTTAHYTbIMU TSXKENbIMW NaTPOHaMK, CKkasar:

— Bot kakne gena, Kapn Bynbgosuu!.. Kak cnasHo, rony6uunk!.. Kakoe obwwmin nopbis!..
— O-0!.. — Bo3pasun 6neaHbIn, HO ynblbaoWMCa MaWwWnHUCT. — YTo-To Byaem cmoTpeTb!..

OH HeuucTo roBopusl no-pyccku, n 3ta MalrieHbkKada I'IO,D,pO6HOCTb, Bceraa 3abaensiBluass AHUCUMOBA,
Tenepb Nno4Yemy-T1o TpoHy”na ero.

— Cenyac nony4eHo n3BecTue, 4To congat He BbiMyCKaKT U3 Ka3apM, Tak Kak 60STCS, YTO OHK
nepenayT Ha Hally CTOPOHY, COOBLLMM OH, 1 N0 ero 6ecco3HaTenbHO pacLUMpUNoch B
CYaCTNUBYHO YIbIOKY.

— 0O-0!.. — BOCTOPXXEHHO CKa3an MalMHUCT. — OTO Haao ObiNo OXMAAWNT... — U, TOPONSIMBO
noxae pyky AHMCUMOBY, nobexan caguTbesi.

AHMCUMOB Gexan ¢ HAM psaoM, LENSsCb NNeYOM 3a BCTPEYHbIX, U TOBOPWIT:
— [Noexan 6bl 1 9 ¢ Bamun, Aa 6e3 MeHsA TyT BCE NepenyTaeTcs.
— A pyman, Bbl cembs 6pocanT He XO4unT... — Ha 6ery 3ameTun MallMHUCT.

Kakas Tenepb ceMbsi! — BO30Y>XAEHHO N pafoCTHO KPUKHYN AHUMCMMOB. — [la 51 U XKeHy, 1 aeTen B
AepeBHIo K TecTto nocnan... Cembs NoToM, — Tenepb He A0 cembu... Hy, Bcero xopowero... [lan
bor 300opoBbIM ObITh!..

OH oTcTan oT MaWwunHKUCTa 1 OONro CMOTPEN BCrnea noesay, 3aayMynBo Yyibloascs.

«Kak CTpaHHO BCe 3TO... — MeJibKallo y HEro B rosfioBe. Ewe Tpn OHA TOMY Ha3aj 4 He noBepun
Obl... D,yman, Tak y17|,ueT XU3Hb... 1IeHb 3a AHEeM, IeHb 3a AHEM, TOJIbKO HYXa NpPOoKndTaa Aa
TOCKa...»
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Mpu3pak cepor, ANIMHHOM U CKYYHOWN XM3HWN 6r1eaHO MenbKHYN nepea HUM 1 ncdes. OH orngHyncsa
KpYrom, TPSIXHYI rofioBOM 1 nowuen, npobupasice Mexay Tonnon 1 NpucnyLmBasch K ronocam. B
3arne TpeTbero knacca, rge 6bino HakypeHo 40 CMHEro TyMaHa u ObIno Xapko, Kak B 6aHe, oT
MHO>XeCTBa rofloCoB CTOAST HEMPEPLIBHLIN Ty, Y CTOMKN CTOAS CTPENOYHUK AKUM 1, pacnyckas
BOKPYT cu3ble Krybbl MaxopKu, rOBOPUIT:

— A Tbl KakK qymaeLub!.. Hapo,u,, 6paT, €H... eH eXeJln NoObIMETCA, Aa €XeJln, CKaXXeM, TPAXHET, Aa
exeJsn... Tak oro-ro, 6paT...

BbIno Beceno n xopoLuo B TEMSION U CBETNON aTMocdepe OBLLErO OXMBIEHUS; KnyBamn xoaun
CU3bIN ObIM; Nepen OKHaMWU ABUraniCb TECHbIE TEMHbIE CUITY3TbI; F'yaenu ronoca, 1 BXogHas ABepb
NMOMWHYTHO BM3Xana Ha 6rioke, nponyckas To TyAa, TO ctoga Lernble Ky4ku Hapoay.

B 9TOT camblin eHb, KOrga yxxe ctano cMepkaTbCs U JanbHUKW Neperiecok Havyan cepeTb Ha
NOCMHEBLLEM CHEry, NONHbIM X040M, 6€e3 dhoHapen, Kak 3noBeLLas YepHasa nNTmua, BbineTeswlasa ns
TEMHOrO Jieca, C rysioM U CBUCTOM MpomMYarncs OQUHOKUK, YepHbIn napoBo3 n3 Mockebl. Co
CTPALLHbIM LWMNEHNEM TOPMO3a U CKPEXETOM MepP3ribiX KONeC OH Ha CeKyHOy OCTaHOBUIICA Y
CTaHUMN, N KTO-TO, CBECUBLLUUCH C NIOLWAaaKN TeHaepa, 3akpudarn oTHasgHHbIM KPUKOM:

— To-Bapuwun!.. Bce nponano!.. bonoroe B3aTO Bonckamun. bappukagunpyinte nyTb... geT noesg c
conpgatamu!

MapoB03 ABWMHYIICSA, Ka4asaCb, Kak Obl B pasayMbe NepeLuen CTPenky 1, oOCTaBnsasa nosagun Krnoybs
6enoro napa u gbima, NoHeccs ganblie. A B HaCTyNMBLUEN BHE3AMNHOW TULLMHE €LLe 3BEHEN
yOoansoLwmncs, OaMHOKNUIN, Hanps>KeHHbIN KPUK:

— TO-BapMLLI,I/I, CHa4ana — Haww... Haw noesa cHayana, CMOTpI/ITe-e!

Ha cTtaHumsix nogHsinach 3noselasi, TpeBoxHas cyeTa. Tonnbl foae co Bcex CTOPOH bexanu Ha
KpUK. B cTpalHOM xaoce 3akpyTunuchb BOokpyr AHMCMMOBa NobneaHeBLUMe, pacTepsiHHble nuua. B
CTPaHHOW Hanps>KEHHOW TULLWMHE HEFPOMKO MOCHbILLIANMUCh Pa3po3HEHHbIe, 6oNe3HeHHbIe rofoca u,
Kasarnocb, Haj, CTaHLMen NPOHECNoCh YTO-TO CTpallHoe. AHUCMMOB, paccTaBUB HOMM, HEMOABMXKHO
CTOSIN TaMm, r4e OCTaHOBMIT €ro 3M10BELLMIA KPUK C NPOMYaBLLEroCs NapoB03a, Y C HEMOHATHBLIM
4YyBCTBOM ONSiAbIBANCS BOKPYr. TO, YTO OH yCribilarn 1 YTO HE COBCEM SICHO MOHSM, ObINo Tak
HEOXWNAAHHO 1 Y)XacHO, YTO Ha MFHOBEHWE Y Hero 6ecrnoMOLLHO OCTaHOBMITACh MbICTIb.

— Y10 Takoe?.. Yto Takoe?.. — mMalumHanbHO crnpalumBan oH 6rvkanwmnx nogen.

Ho eMy HUKTO He oTBeYan, 1 TEMHbIN yXXac rnagen n3o Bcex rnas, 6nectawmx KpyribiMu,
pacLMpeHHbIMK 3padkamun. Yyamnoch, YTo ele MUHyTa, ele O4MH TPEBOXHbIA KPUK — 1 BOPYT BCe
BpocuTcs Npoyb, C ANKUM BoeM, nnadem n 6esymmem. 310 6bINo cTpallHoe N HEOHBBbACHMMOE
MrHOBEHME, BO BPEMS KOTOPOro AHMCMMOB YyBCTBOBAr, Kak CTpaHHas cnabocTb 1M Xxonog nonayT y
Hero no Teny.

Ho B crneayrouyto MUHYTY KakorM-TO MONOAEHBbKUN U O4EHb ManeHbKUA CTYAEHT YbMMU-TO pyKamu
ObI51 NOOHAT Ha BO34YX U, pa3MaxmBas LLIAMKON, 3aKkpuyar U3o BCEX CUI BbICOKMM, MPOH3UTENbHbIM
ronocom: Tosa-puwu!.. 3Toro He MoxeT BbIThb!.. 3TO NpoBOKaums, ToBapULLK!..

N uT0-TO Mcuesno. CTpallHoe MrHoBeHue npoLno. IMeHHo B 3Ty MUHYTY BCEM NOYeMy-TO cTano
SICHO, YTO 3TO NpaBaa, yXKacHas, HernonpasuMas, GbITb MOXeT, NpaBaa; Ho BMECTe C TEM Kak-To
pa3oM nponan 6e306pa3sHbIi, NaHUYECKUI YXKac U CMEHUICA 031106N1EHMEM U PELLMMOCTbIO.
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HepBHble 1 MpaydHble TONMbI FyX0 3aryaeny B HacTynatowmnx 6neaHbix cyMepkax, U CTpaHHo,
TOYHO B KOHBYJbCUSIX, 3a4BUranuch no ctaHumm, 6yaTo oTbICKMBAs KAKOro-TO CpsiTaBLUErocs
Bpara. B Heckonbknx Mectax cpasy nocrbianmnch TO riyxme, TO NPOH3UTENbHbIE BbIKPUKW MOAEN,
FOBOPSILLMX C LLeSIot0 TONMOM, U BMECTO CTpaxa U pacTepsiHHOCTU B 06LLeM HanpsikeHHOM
ABWXKEHUWN CTano pacTh YTO-TO FPO3HOE N COCPefoTOMEHHOE.

AHucUMoB onoMHUncs. OH CHSAN Warnky, BblTep Ha N6y MrHOBEHHO BbICTYNUBLUWIA NOT U, CaM He
3Has 4To, ckasan 6nm3 cToseMy TenerpaducTy:

— Hy yT0 X... 3TO elle HMYero He AokasbiBaeT... Mano nu kak Mmornu npopeaTbes... byaem genatb
CBO€ [€eno, a TaM NocMOTPUM.

Bbicoknii 6enobpebicbii Tenerpaduct YTO-TO OTBETUI, HO AHUCMMOB He pacchnbiwarn. B 31o Bpems
ONATb NOAHANAck cymaToxa. Tonnbl nogen Hadyanm ctpontb 6appukagsl. Cpasy, B HECKOSbKNX
MecTax, NOsIBUNUCb X YepHble, 6e306pasHbie cunyaThl. VI3 Bok3ana Tawmnmn mebenb; ABa
4yenoBeka, TONKasACb M TOPONSACh, MPOHECIN MUMO AHUCMMOBA AMMHHYI0 06Mep3nyto wnany;
OTKy4a-TO MOChnbIWancya 3BoH pa3bnuBaemoro crekna.

N noyemy-1o AHUCUMOB MOHSM, YTO HUKTO HE 3HAET XOPOLLUEHBLKO, YTO HYXXHO AenaTtbh, U YTO UMEHHO
eMy HaJo HanpaBUTb BEKO 3Ty OXUBMEHHYIO, CMYTHYIO cuny. OH 3Han Ha 3TOM CTaHLUMWN Kaxayro
Lwnany, ero NOToM oHa bbina ckpenneHa n UM genana csoe Aerno, NaBHO U CTPONHO BXOAS B
BGeCKOHEeYHbIN pAL Taknx Xe ManeHbKux, OAMHOKUX CTaHUMI. W 3aTO HUKTO Tak, Kak OH, He 3Han,
Kakum 06pa3omM B OAHY MUHYTY NpeBpaTUTb 3Ty CTPOKMHYI0 MawnHy B 6e306pasHyto rpyay
06roMKOB. M 4yBCTBYS Tynyto 31100y K KOMY-TO ganekomMy, AHMCMMOB nobexarn no nnatgopme,
3amaxan KpacHoun dypaxkon u, nepebusas cTygeHTa, KOTOpbIN 3Barn U3 OkHa BaroHa: ToBapuLm,
ctoga!.. 13 BaroHoB nyywwe Bcero! Cam 3akpuyan: He Tak, ToBapuwm... BaroHbl Hago nonepek
penbc!.. bappukagupynte Bce nyTn, Kpome rnaBHoro!l.. Akum, AKMM... gaBan KpaH!..

OH cnpbIrHyn ¢ NnaTgopMbl U, Npbiras Yepes penbebl, nobexan K ANIMHHOMY 3er1eHOMY BaroHy,
cTosiBLLUEMY B Tynuke. M 3a HUM yKe MNOCIyLUHO U OXOTHO CO BCEX CTOPOH Gexxanu pasHble noau.

YepHble TonMbl 3aKONOLWUIIUCL BOKPYr BaroHOB. OrpoMHble KpacHble, CUHWE U 3efeHble BaroHbl
MeaneHHo, kak 6yaTo camu cobou, LeBenunucb Hag Kydkamu niogen, noxXoxmx Ha MypaBbeB,
MeAneHHO NoBopaYMBanucb U BOPYr C rysioM, 3BOHOM Lienen u gpebesxaHmemM CTeKon Banunmnch
BHM3. [Nyx0 oxana 3eMns, 1 Kaxablh pa3 HECTPOWHbIE rofnoca cnabo kpuvanu: «Yp-pal..»

Becb NOTHLIN, C BCKMOKOYEHHBbIMY BUXpPaMK 1 Kannammn nota Ha ANUHHOM Hocy, BrnecTts rnasamu u
He nepecTaBas y>ke OXPUMLNM rofloCoOM KpuyaTb YTO-TO oboapstowee 1 npusbiBHOE, AHUCMMOB
Geran, nepenpbirMBas Yepes penbChbl, U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY, M ero KpacHas wwarnka 6bicTpo
MernbKarna BO BCeX KOHLax cTaHumu. B aTo BpeMsi OH He Ayman o NpubnmkaroLencss onacHoCTH, O
TOM, 4YTO ByAeT ganblue, Nocne Toro Kak oH NoCcTpouTt 3aTn 6appukagbl. ATo Byayllee eMy BOBCE He
npeacrtaenanock. Cenyac BOKpYr BbINO Tak SAPKO, XKUBO, CUIbHO, @ Bnepeaun Obis TONbKO Kakon-To
CMYTHbIW, Aaneknin TymaH.

Bossick ¢ ycTaHOBKOM KpaHa, YToObl NepeBepHYTb TSXKENbIN NYyNbMaHOBCKUIA BaroH, AHUCMMOB
NPonycTU MOMEHT npuxoaa noesaa. A Korga ycrnbliwan Kpuku «Ypal» n orngHyncs, ysnaen yxe
OCTaHOBMBLUMNCS, TXXKENO Ablallni, BbICOKMIW YEPHbI NapoBO3 N ANUHHbLIA pAL, BaroHOB, U3
KOTOPbIX B 06€ CTOPOHbI CbiNanncb YepHbIE BOOPYXEHHbIE Ntoaun. Bcto cTaHumio 3anpyavna
OrpoMHas ABWXyLLascs Tonna.

W B aTomn Tonne AHMCMMOB B NepBbIv pa3 yBuaen Kposasble NATHa Ha 6enbix noesaskax. Co
CTPaHHbIM XXYTKMM Nt0BONBITCTBOM OH MOCMOTPEN Ha 3TY KPOBb, M YTO-TO TPEBOXHOE BNepBble
LeBEeNbHYIOCb B HEM. [1o4eMy-TO BCMOMHUIUCH XXeHa 1 AeTu, CTano Xono4HO 1 novyBcTBoOBasiacb
yCTanocCTb.

— locnoavH HavanbHWK, TOBapULL! — Kpuyan BbICOKUIA YernoBEK, MPOTankuBasiCb K HEMY CKBO3b
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Tonny. Hago 3aropoanTb 1 3TOT NyTb. Tak, YTOOLI, NOHMMaeTe, Obina cnnolHasa 6appukaga... A 170
NPUAETCS HOCUTb PaHEHbIX B BOK3an Mo OTKPbITOMY MecCTy... A?..

«Pa3Be OyayT paHeHble?..» — CMYTHO MEfbKHYIO B MO3ry AHUCMMOBA, U Ha CEKYHAY Y HEro B
rofoBe BCE CMeLLanoch.

— AX... la, ga!.. — BcTpeneHyBLWNCb, 0TBETUST OH. KOHEYHO, Heobxoaumo. A cenvyac...
OH kmMBHYN ronoBoun 1 nobexan K NapoBo3y.

«byapb 4TO BypeT... YeMy bbiTb, TOMY HE MUHOBaTb... Hy yObIOT, 3HA4MT, Tak Hado... 6e3 xepTs
Henb34... A MOXeT, 1 He yObIoT, a TONbKO paHAT... M BClo Xn3Hb Byay 3HaATb, YTO 4 CBOE Aero
caenan!..» — yxe oBnages MbICIblo, AyMan OH, U BCe Terno ero noadémpanochb Kakow-TO CXXaTou
PELUMMOCTBIO.

C napoBO3HOW NNOLWAAKN Ha HEro rnaaern 3HakoMbI MaLLMHUCT.

— He poexanun no Mocksa... — 0bpblBasiCb, UCMyraHHO ckasdan oH. — YTo Tam genaetcs!.. B Haw
noesp ctpensn congart!..

— Hy-Hy, Hu4ero, ronyb4ymk! — obogpstoLwmMm TOHOM Bo3pasnin AHMCMMOB. «BoT Beab emy Toxe
CcTpawHo!» — nogymars OH, YyBCTBYS, YTO OT 9TOr0 CTAHOBUTCS nerdye emy camomy. — CnylwianTe,
rOHUTE Bbl CBOM NapOBO3 Ha BaroHbl: 3aropoanM nyThb...

W korga orpoMHbIN YepHbI NapoBO3, MOXOXUIMA HA MOryYyee X1Boe CyLLeCTBO, OTOPBaBLUNCH OT
noesna, pasbexancs, ¢ rpOXOTOM M CBUCTOM Mapa HaneTen Ha Kydy apobsawmxcs ¢
HeBOOOPa3MMbIM YNOPHBLIM TPECKOM M 3BOHOM BaroHOB, NOAHANCA Ha AblObl, 3aKkadarncs N TAKKO
PYXHYn Ha 60K, oKyTaBLKNCb 6enbiMm obnakamu napa, n Korga NoToM Ha ABYX NYTSX, BCerga Takmx
POBHbIX M aKKypaTHbIX, 06pa3oBanacb BbiCOKasa AbiMsLLasica Mmacca 06noMKoB, B aywe AHMCMMOBA
NosIBUNOCH rOpAENUBOE YyBCTBO.

— lMocmoTpMM, NOCMOTPUM. .. — CKa3an OH BCIyX, HU K KOMY He obpaliasck. [laneko He yeayT!
— Bbl opyxuit umeeT? — cnpocun MalnHUCT.

— Hert... [la 9 n cTpenaTb TONKOM HE yMEL... — C ynblbkon oTBeTun AHMCMMOB. — Bbl cebe
CpaxanTecb, a 9 U Tak geno Hangy...

— [a... mbl Byaem cpaxantecb! — cepanTo OTBETUI MALLNHUCT.

— WperT, nget! — nsganun 3aKpudanu HeCTpOVIHbIe, TpeBOXHble rosfoca, n nogn, oaMHOKO
TOp4aBLUIME Ha Kpbllle BOK3ara 1 Ha BOOOKa4Ke, 6bICTp0 cTtanum cnyckatbCd BHU3.

— MunocTtn NpocuMm... — TUX0 1 3n106HO NporoBopun Bo3ne AHMCMMOBA HE3HAKOMbIN TenerpagucT
N, BOioYa pyxbe 3a ayno, nobexan k 6bappukage.

Tonna xnbiHyna Bnepea, NoTom Hasag 1 GbICTPO pacnnbinack BAonb 6appukag. Bce ctuxno tak
ObICTPO, YTO CTano Aaxe cTpaHHO. Bokpyr onycTeno, n ToNbKo OTAeNbHbIe NAN TOPOnnMBO
Bblberanu 13 agaHvs Boksana.

B npo3payHbIx cymepkax us-3a nepenecka TMXO U OCTOPOXHO BbIABUHYIICS MpaYHbIin, 6€3 OrHewn,
noesq. OH 6bIN eLLe aaneko, kasancsa ManeHbKMM, HO BUA ero 6bi1 HEOObIKHOBEHEH UM XYTOK, TOYHO
3TO nognonsar Kakon-To ANNHHbIA, OCTOPOXHbIN U XUTPbIX raj.

— OHMW... — cKasan MawWwuHUCT 1 NpuUcen 3a Kyyew yrns v Apos.

CTpaHHOe, XyTKOe nobonbITCTBO oBnageno AHUCUMOBbBIM. HeyBepeHHo yﬂbl6aFICb, CcaM He 3HasA
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4YeMy, OH C TPYAOM Brie3 Ha CKOJb3KMI BOK MOKOCUBLLErOCS BaroHa 1, Aepacb 3a ero XonoaHble
MeTannmyeckmne Kpas, BbICyHYIICS Hapyxy.

UepHbIi noe3g MeaneHHo noanonaan, n yem 6nmke, Tem tuwe. BpemeHamm kasanocb, a MoOXeT
ObITb, TaK 1 BGbINO, YTO OH OCTaHaBNMBancs, Kak Obl HalynbIBast 4OPOry, a MOTOM ONATb NOM3
Bnepen. Ha ctaHuum 6bino MEPTBEHHO TMXO, TOYHO TaM HUKOrO He BbINo; HO koraa AHMCMMOB
ornagbiBancsa Hasag, NnoBctoay, 3a KaxablM BbICTynoM 6appukagbl, 3a AepeBbsMu, 3@ Orpagon
nanucagHuka, B OKHax BoK3arna v nog BaroHaMmu, OH BUaen Monyanmeble, NPUHUKLLNE, YepHble

dourypel.

Moe3n coBceM OCTAHOBUIICA M CTPAHHO YepHen B NycToM nosne. Tam GbINo Tak e TUXO U Kasanochb,
YTO NOE3A M CTaHUUSA, Kak ABa 3BEpPS, HaNPsHXKEeHHO OrNsaabiBalOT U NoacTeperarT Apyr gpyra.
Cymepku BbICTPO cryLianuce.

MI/IHyTbI LUK, 1 B HUX Bbina Tskenas HEM3BECTHOCTb BEYHOCTU. YXXe B Mo3ry AHMCUMOBA KaK-TO
CTpaHHO, KOWMapHO 3alleBenunnachb Henenada MbiClib, YTO noe3 NyCcT U 6pOLLIeH nocpean nongd, Ho
B TO Xe BpemMA no obe CTOPOHbI €ero 3akonownrincb erie BuaHble B CyMmpake rnoan. X 6b1110 MHOTO;
OHU 4YTO-TO Aenanu, pactarmBarinCb Ha CHery n 4to-T1o Tawurin; Ho BCE Nno-npexHemy ObIN0 TUXO.

3aTem pasBepHynncb ANIMHHbIE TEMHbIE MOJOChI, BONMHOOOPA3HO 3aABUranvcb U MeAneHHo cTanm
npubnuxatbesi. YTo-To ApOrHyno B rpyan AHUCMMOBA, U B AyLUE ero BO3HUKIIO Kakoe-TO CrOXHOe
4yBCTBO: OH HUKOrAa B XW3HW He BMaar, 4Tobbl nioan 6onbwmnmm maccamm, COBEpPLLIEHHO
npaBunbHO U 064yMaHHO BCTynanu B Apaky, MUCXO4OM KOTOPOW AOSKHbI Obinn 6biTb cCMepTb U
CTpafaHusi MHOTMX U3 HUX. BoiHa npeacTtaBnsnack emy TOfbKO O4eHb CMYTHO U Bbi3biBarna
HeonpeaeneHHoe HeJoBepwe, kak ByaTo Ha caMoM ferne HUYero n3 ee yxacoB He GblBarno, a Bce
KeM-TO npeyBenuynBanoch 1 BbidymblBanock. Ho BOMHy Bce-Taku nerye 6bino npeactaBute cebe:
BO-NMepBbIX, BCeraa kasanocb, YTO OHa NPOUCX0oaUT rAe-To B COBEpPLLUEHHO ocoboM MecTe, kak byaTo
npegHasHa4YeHHOM A1 HEe Y COBCEM He MOXOXEeM Ha Ty 06CTaHOBKY, B KOTOPOW KUBYT N30 OHS B
[AEHb ftoau, a BO-BTOPbIX, U caMy 3TK NoaN, AepyLUMecs Ha BOMHe, NPeACTaBNSANMCb KaKUMU-TO
0CcoB6EeHHbIMM, HECMOCOBHBIMKM Tak OCTPO YyBCTBOBaTb CTPax U CTpadaHue, Kak OKpyKaroLume
paboune, YNHOBHUKN, CTYAEHTbI, KEHLUMHbI U AeTU. AHUCUMOB, KOHEYHO, 3Har, YTO 3ro COBCEM He
TaK, HO BCe XXe TONbKO Tenepb, Ha 3TON NPOCTEHLKOW, 10 CMEPTU HaAO0EBLUEN CTaHLUWK, C ee
3abopamu, cagmkamm, YepHbIM NATHOM Ha MECTE OCTAHOBKM NMapoBO30B, CTPENOYHMKaMM, 3BOHKAMM
N TbiCSHaMM 3HAKOMbIX BYAHWUYHBIX MENoYel, B NPUCYTCTBUM MaccChl NOAEN, COBEPLLUEHHO TaKUX e
NPOCTbIX M 0ObIKHOBEHHbIX, KAk cam AHUCMMOB, MbICITb O CPaXXEHUW, O BbICTPENaXx; KPOBU, PaHEHbIX
N yBUTbIX NOKasanacb emy Tak NpoOTUBHO M OYEBMAHO, U CTPALUHO HEMNEMNOW.

«YT0 32 YepT!.. Heyxenun xe Tak u BygeT?..» — BEpPTENOoCh B r0fIoBe ero pactepsiHHoe
HeJOYMeHMe.

Ho TeMHble nonockl Bce Npubnuxkanvcb, pasgenunmcb Ha OTAENbHbIX NI0AEN; CTano BUAHO, Kak
YNOPHO ¥ ObICTPO NepedbuparoT COTHU HOT, K MO ATOMY HEYKITOHHOMY ABMKEHMIO 1 MO
HanpsbkeHHOMY MOJTYaHUI0 MacChbl MPUTAMBLLMXCA BOKPYT NHOAEN YyBCTBOBAIOCh, YTO Kak Obl Tam
HM BbINo, a HeNoHsATHoe, 6e306pa3Hoe 1 Henenoe Aeno COBEPLUNTCH cenyac, Cuio MUHyTy. U ot
3TOro YyBCTBa 6€CCUbHO 3ammparna MbiChb.

ConpgaTtbl noaxoaunu. A TULLIMHA CTOsINa Takas Xe 3noBellasi U HanpshkeHHas. M aTo ObIno Tak
HEBBLIHOCMMO CTPAaLLHO, YTO XOTENOCh Y>Ke TONIbKO OAHOr0: XOTb Obl YK CKOpee «3TO» Hayanocs.

«He MoXeT ObITb... HUYEro He BbIAAET...» noayman AHUCUMOB, HarHymncsa K MallUHUCTY,
CUOEBLUEMY Y €ro Hor, U, NOYEMY-TO CTECHSSICb FTOBOPUTb MPOMKO, TUXO cKasarn:

— A AyMaro, 4To ecClin Obl C HAMK BCTYMNMUTb B NneperoBopeobl...

bnenHoe, onyxuwee nmuo MmalnmHncTa nocCMOTpPESio Ha HEro CHMU3Yy, Kak 6y)J,TO HU4ero He nNoHnmMas.
AHncnmoB npucTarnibHO BrnaaesnicAa B €ero oKpyrimBLUNECA, NMPUHABLLUNE OUKOE U XKYTKOE BblpaXXeHne
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rnasa, MOTOM NnepeBern B3rnsj Ha CTOSIBLLEro psiioM He3HaKoMOoro vernoBeka, ropboHoChIN,
6neaHbIn Npodunb KOTOPOro Gbln COBEPLUEHHO HEMOABWMXEH, TOYHO YeNoBeK 3TOT Obin YeM-TO
3arMnHOTU3NPOBaH, BAPYr NOYYBCTBOBAs TaKOW CTpax, YTO AaXe PyKW Yy HEro 3agpoxanu.

HeoxnpgaHHo, 3acTaBuB B3OpPOrHyTb, rae-t1o npaesee AHucCUMOBa KOPOTKO U OOUHOKO 6aXHyJ'I
FpOMKI/II7I BbICTpEs, U, TOYHO NO YCrioBJIEHHOMY CUrHary, Bce 3a60pr, pBbl, Ky4u Wwnan v obnomkoB
MOKPbITNCb KOPOTKMMU, CBEPKAKOLWLMMN OrOHbKaMi, HanoJ1HAA npospaquuZ MOpOSHbIVI BO34yX
TOpOMnBbIM, ,D,pO6HbIM LieJsiIkaHbEeM.

AH/CUMOB OTYETNMBO BUAES, KaK cepble psaabl CMeLLanucb, pacCTPOUUCL U, TOYHO OT BETPA,
noganucb Hasag. Bugen, kak Ha OYMLLEHHOM, YXXe UCTONTaHHOM MecTe Bofe3HeHHO 3aKOonoLUNNCH
oTAernbHble Urypbl; Crblllan B TOM CTOPOHE OTAANEHHbIN KPUK; HO eMy BCe eLle Ka3anocb, YTo 3TO
TONMbKO «Tak» U cernyac npekpatutca. Ho B crneayiollee MrHoBeHve BCs cepasi Macca congat
onogcanacb OrHEHHbIMW y30pamu, U CyxXon Tpeck 3annoB BypHO 0Xunsmn monyanueoe 6enoe none.
YTO-TO C cMnon 3awernkano no BaroHaMm; KTO-TO UCMyraHHO 3akpuyarn; ornyLwmnTenbHO BbICTPEnun y
camoro yxa AHMCMMOBA 3arMnHOTU3NPOBAHHbIN FOPOOHOCHIN YenoBek. AHUCMMOB ONATb
NOBEPHYICA K MaWMHUCTY. TOT BCe eLle cuaen Ha KopTodkax, HoO C HUM enanochb YTO-TO
HexopoLlee: pyXXbe ero nexarno Ha CHery, nuuo Obino yanenteneHo 6eno, rnasa orpoMHbl U Kak
B6yaTo He3psun. OH KOPOTKO Maxan nepeq coboto obemmn pykammn n MeaneHHo Banunica Hasag. A
Korga ner CnuHoMW Ha CHer, TO nepecrtasn MaxaTb pykaMu, U ero orpoMHoe, TOfcToe Terno ¢
BO3BbILLAKOLLMMCS, MAaCCUBHbLIM XXMBOTOM 3aCTbINO, Kak MopoxeHas Tywa. Onsatb ornyLwmnTenbHO
BbICTpenun ropboHoOCHIN YenoBek, U AHUCMMOB, OFfIAHYBLUMCb Ha HEro, TUXO CMOM3 BHU3.

OH Becb apoxan u cMyTHO ynbibancs. MepTeoe nnuo MaluMHUCTa CMOTPENO NPSAMO Ha Hero
TYCKIbIMW, 3aMepP3LLMMMU, Ka3arnocb, rnasamn. JTo bbina cMepTb, U AHUCMMOB TOSNbKO TENEPb
MOHSAS, YTO TO, BO YTO HE BEPUIIO BCE E€rO CYLLECTBO, COBEPLUMMOCH. «YOUNN... — nogymarn OH. —
Boxke Mon, YTo X 9TO Takoe?..»

Y 3TOro mawumHucTa Obina xeHa n YeTBepo AETEN, KOTOPbIX BCeX 3Han AHMCMMOB. Kaxabin oeHb OH
341N MUMO CTaHLmMK 1 3gopoBarncs ¢ AHUCMMOBLIM. Tenepb OH Nexarn, Kak Tywa, kak 6peBHO.
Ymep...

AHUCUMOB MeaSIEHHO OTOLLIES, CTapasiCb HE CMOTPETb Ha TPYM U TLWETHO YCUNnBasicb 06 bACHUTL
cebe To, YTO Aenarnocb B HEM CaMOM: YTO OH JOIMKEH celyac YyBCTBOBaTb — Yy»Kac, UInu 3100y, unm
oTBpaLleHre? OH BCMOMHUI, Kak rog TOMy Ha3aZ MMMO 3TOW )Xe CTaHLMU BE3NN Ha BONHY TaKuX e
conpar, 3TUX e caMblX PyCCKUX, CBOMX conaart. M nx Obino Tak MCKPEHHE Xanb, Tak rpyCTHO
CTaHOBWIIOCb, KOr4a OHW YHOCUITUCb B HEBEAOMYLO Aarb, U Tak XOTenock caenatb UM XOTb
YTO-HMOYAb NPUATHOE, XOTb YeM-HNBYab NOMOYb.

«boxe mon... boxe mon... boxe mon!..» — Heneno NOBTOpPSASia CMATEHHAs MbICIb U HE MOrria
pa3obpaTbCsi B XaoCe KOLUIMapHbIX NpeacTaBneHnn n o6pasos.

BOprF naxrio NopoxoBbiM AbIMOM; a YepHble (bl/lrypbl 3a BaroHamum CTpaHHO 1 TOpOoMInMBO
Konowwunucbe, To oTberasa Hasag, To nagasi, To NoAHUMAaNACh, TO Kap86KaﬂCb Ha KpbiLlK BAaroHos, TO
6bICTpO cKaTblBasiCb BHM3, YTOObLI HEMNOABUXHO CKOpPYNTbLCA Ha pernbcax. Ortciopa AHI/ICVIMOBy yXe
He OblNno BMAHO HacTynawwmnx conagart, HO CTpallHaA cuJia 3asnnoB TO I'IpVI6J'IVI)KaJ'IaCb, TO
yaananachb, notpacas CMATEHHbIN BO34YyX.

[MoTom Havano C y)XacHblM TPECKOM paspakaTbCsl B BO34yXe YTO-TO HEOOLIKHOBEHHOE, OFPOMHOE,
TOYHO foNanock 1 pBanocb Ha Yactu camoe Hebo. C Toro MecTa, Ha KOTopoe oToLen AHUCMMOB,
BMOHO ObINo, Kak Ha MTHOBEHME B CEPOBATO-CMHEM CyMpake BAanv nosiBunach spkas, OrHeHHas
3Be3[a, 1 Korga oHa yXe CKpbiBanacb U TbMa Ha TOM MeCTe Ha CeKyHAy fenanacb YepHoMu,
Kasanocb, HaJ camon rorioBo AHMCMMOBA pa3paxasncst TPeCKy4Ynn rpom, rpyaHas KrneTka ero
B34parvBana, Kak KpblLlKa KOpoOKn, N ¢ HEBEPOSITHOM CUIOW, B3METas CHer, YepHble 06TOMKN,
OrOHb, AbIM N CHEXHYIO MNblflb, YTO-TO HEBUAMMOE, HO BCECOKpYLUAtoLee BUno npsmMo B YEPHYHO
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cTeHy bappwvikag. W Tam pasgaBarncs Kpuk, BOW, U OTTya BO BCe CTOPOHLI 6exanu ononoymesLue
noau.

Boi TaHyncsa ¢ 4eTBepTb Yaca, HO AHMCMMOBY NOKa3anocCh, YTO BCE KOHYMIOCH B OOHY MUHYTY.

OH BuAen, kak HaBepxy ogHon Gappukagbl NOKa3anucb TEMHbIE CUIY3Tbl CTPENAOLNX NPSMO B
Hero conaar; ycnbilwan Y4To-To 31oBeLLe 1 3r06GHO 3aBu3xaBLUuee BO3fe Hero No CHery; Buaan Kyyku
YepHbIX Ntogen, MeaneHHo yXoaMBLUMX BAOSb NIMHUN 1 MO XXeNe3HO40POXXHOMY NanucagHuKy u, Kak
OyAaTO OYEHb CMOKOWHO, HE TOPONACH, CTPENSABLUMX B CONAAT; BUAEN UCTOMNTaHHbIN, FPSI3HbIV CHET,
YCESIHHbIV Pa3buTbiMu, KOMOLUMBLLUMMUCS, KaK YepBU, NI0AbMW; BUOES, Kak c3aau, n3-3a Bok3ana
HeOoXuaaHHO cTanm Bbiberatb Ky4kamy congatbl U Kak YepHbIe M0AM CTpeMUTENBHO U Bpa3bpos
no6exanun Bo BCe CTOPOHbI, Orfatlas Bo3gyx kpukamm n 6ecnopsgodHon ctpensbon.

nyI.IJKVI BAOPYr 3amMmosiyarnu, CTaJjio Ka3aTbCA TUX0, HECMOTPA Ha KPUKU U BbICTPENDbI. Cepble congartbl
Gexanu oT CTaHuuKM B None, AOroHANM OTAESbHbIX, BA3HYBLUMX B CHETY YEepPHbIX niogen, TOpONMNBO
" CygopO>XHO BO3UJTUCb C HUMU U Oexanu ganbLue. A Ha TOM MecTe ocTaBarcs CKOp‘-II/IBLLIVIVICFI
qepr||7| KoMOK. [lenanocbk 4TO-TO Takoe HEBEPOATHOE, yXXaCHOE U OMep3nTeribHoe, 4YTo AHMCUMOB
BeCb noxonogen n NHCTUHKTUBHO, HE coo6pa>Ka$| N HU4ero He 4YyBCTByA, KpOMe HeBOO6pa3VIMOFO
XMBOTHOI'O y>Kaca, N30 BCeX CUrn no6exan no nyTun.

OT BOogOKa4ku, Takke N30 Bcex cur, 6exan emy Hanepepes OrpoOMHbIA KpYrnoronosbl congaTt B
OJTMHHOW Cepon LWMHENW U C PY>KbeM B OAHOWN pyke. ELLle 3a HECKOMbKO LLIAroB OHW yBUAanu rnasa
apyr apyra n nobexanu ewe 6oicTpee. Y congaTta 6b110 monogoe, 6e3ycoe n kpacHoe nuuo. OH
pobexan ckopee 1, C BHe3anHoO MCKasmnBLUMMCS 3110601 NMLOM, NepexsaTusl py>xoe B 06e pyku n
TKHYN B AHUCMMOBA LITLIKOM. AHUCUMOB U3BEPHYICS, Kak nagatowas Kowuka, n 6pocunca B
cTopoHy. ConagaTt MeTHyICS 3@ HUM, MOBTOPSAS €ro ABWXEHUE U OOHY CEKYHOY OHM TOYHO
TaHueBanu, Kngascb 1o Tyaa, TO Clofa M BbiMy4YeHHbIMM rfasaMu raada npsiMo B 3padku Apyr Apyry.
Ho noTom congaT BCKMHYIN ANWHHOE U OCTPOE PYXXbE M HaBes ero Npamo B X1BOT AHMCUMOBA.

— On, cTON... NOAOX... — TOHEHbKMUM FOfI0COM 3aKpun4yarn AHNCUMOB W, 3aKpbIB rf1as3a, 3aMep Ha
MecCTe, BbiICTaBMB Brepen pyku.

OH ycnblwan ornyLmnTenbHbIA BbICTPES, CKBO3b 3aKPbITble BEKU YBUAEN MIHOBEHHLIN CBET U KaK-TO
He MbICIblO, @ BCEM TENOM MOHSN, YTO congaT npomaxHysncs. Ho B 3T0 BpeMsi KTo-To BbICcTpo
Habexan c3agu, Tyno u 60onbHO, Tak YTO OrHWM 3acBepKanu B rnasax, yaapun ero ro ronoee,
CXBaTWI 3a pyKkaB W, He yaepkaBLUUCh ¢ pasbery, ynan BMECTE C HUM B MOKPbI, XONOAHbIN CHer.

— lMycTtn! — c octpown 3nobon 3akpmyan AHUCUMOB U, CTUCHYB 3y6bl, N30 BCEM CUMbl yaapun
NOKTEM Hasag, no YbeMy-TO 1Ly, Ha KOTOPOM TopYan MSArKUM HOC, XPYCTHYBLLUWIW NOA €ro yaapom, u
COBepLUEHHO BeCcCMbICNEHHbIE, BbiMyYeHHbIe rnasa, KoTopble OH BUAEeN NepBbii pa3 B XXU3HMW.

Bbina yxe Houb, 1 ee YepHOe NULO 3arago4YHO CMOTPESIO B OKHa CTaHUuMK, pasbutble nynsmu u
Pa3BOPOYEHHbIE KAKOM-TO HEBEPOSATHOM cuon. Ha ctaHumm 6bino TMxo. Ho B 3TOM TULLKHE,
Kasanochb, eLle OpoXKanu KPpUKK, BbICTpenbl U CTOHbI. Ha noabe3gHoOM nyTu SipKO ropenm
HEeN3BECTHO KEM N 3a4eM MOAOXCKEHHbIE BaroHbl. M Hag B3BuBaroLwmmcs 6arpoBbiM, BECENO
CTpaLLHbIM NfaMmeHeM HeBO BbINI0 COBEPLLEHHO YEPHO N HU3KO. [biM TshKenbiMn kKnybamu
Me[J1eHHO NoagHMMarCs BBEPX; a Bbllle ero, BO TbMe, UCKPbl KpaCuUBO TaHUEeBanun Kakom-To
rpaumo3HbIi U TAUHCTBEHHbIN TaHeLl. OT BCEro NoXunncb Ha CHEr HEpoBHbIE, 6ECNOKONHLIE TEHU, U
Kas3anocb, YTO HEMNOABWXHbIE TPYIbl, pA4aMU CIIOXKEHHbIE NPOTUB BOK3ana, OCTOPOXHO LLUEBESNATCS.

Page 9/20



Besge ctosnu n xogunu congatbl, OCBeLLeHHble Noxkapom. OHM CXOAUNUCH, PAaCXOAWUIUCh,
HaKMOHANNCH K 3eMrie W, ka3anocb, NPUCTanbHO pa3rnsabiBany To, YTO caenanu B 3TOT AeHb U Y4TO
ObIN0 A4S HAX COBEPLLUEHHO HEOXMAAHHO U HEMOHATHO. VX YepHble TEHN non3anu 3a HAMKU Mo
KpacHOMy CHery, BbICTpO nepermbasicb Ha pernbcax, 6NecTswmx OT OrHs, a Haa HUMKU n3peaka
KpacHbIMM UrfaMu BCbIXMBanu WTblkK. Ha nnatdopme cTtosinv odpumuepbl U 0 Y4EM-TO HEFPOMKO
roBOpMnun mexay cobor, NOMMHYTHO 3aKkypuBasi nanvMpocbkl. OT Heganekoro noxapa rnasa y Hux
pe3Ko, TOYHO CTEeKrsiHHble, 6recTenn 1 kasanuch 3nbIMU U OUKMMU, KaK Y XULLHbLIX 3BEPEW.

B komHaTe, rae 3anepnv AHMCMMOBa, ObINo XonoAHo 1 nycTto. OcBelanack OHa TOSIbKO Noflocamu
3apeBa, NpMHMMas B ero MevyLLeMcsa OrHEeHHOM cBeTe paHTacTUYECKN HEOBLIKHOBEHHbLIN BUA,.
[aBHo 3Hakomast AHMCMMOBY Mebernb Ka3anacb Yepecdyp HEMOABWMKHON, Kak NaMATHUKM Ha
knagbuwax; a pasbutasa nynen namna, CBEpHYBLUASICA C KptoKka, BUCeNa Ha NoTosike, Kak Tpyn
OrPOMHOWN NeTy4en Mbiln. TeHn congaT u oomuLepoB MeaneHHo 1 6e33By4HO Xxoannu no
OCBELLEHHOW CTEHE U KPUBASNINCH NO Yriam.

MepBoe BpeMsi AHUCMMOB HEe MOT ONMOMHUTBLCS U NPUTK B ce6s1, 4TOObI Co3HaTL 1 06CYANTL CBOE
nonoxexue. OH TSXKeno Ablwarn, BeCcb Aeprancs, NTOMUHYTHO TO 3aKpbiBar rrasa, To OTKpbiBan u He
BMAOEN, FAe OH 1 4YTO BOKPYr. Bcsi npaBasi cTopoHa ero ronoebl TYMNo Hbifa, U oH 6ecco3HaTernlbHO
BCTPsIXVMBan rofioBoK, cTapasicb oTaenaTbes oT 3To 6onn. Ho oHa He oTcTaBana, v NonoBMHa nuua
Oblna Tshkerna, kak kKameHHasl.

Korga ero cxeatunu, oH Jornro conpoTuBnsscs, buncs, gaxe Kycarcsi, kak 3Bepb, caM He 3ameyast
aToro. Ero xBaTanu 1 3a Bosochl, 1 3a 6opofay, 1 3a pyku, HO OH YNOPHO BbIBEPTLIBANCS U BCe
BpPEMsl eMy Ka3arnocb, YTO BOT-BOT, eLlie OOHO YCuUnme, 1 OH HeNMpeMeHHO BbipBeTCcs 1 ByaeT cnaceH.
Ho korga ero ocvnunu n nocTaBuUM Ha HOTU U, KPENKO Aepka 3a 06e pyku, OH BAPYr cpasy MOHSN,
4YTO conpoTuBneHne 6ecnonesHo, N NPUTKUX.

B nnoTHOM Kyyke YeTbipex conaar, OrpOMHbIX, KpacHbIX U BO30YXAeHHbIX 6opbboi, OH ka3arcs
OYeHb ManeHbkUM 1 6eccunbHbIM, Kak 3aTpaBleHHbI 3BEPEK, U, Kak 3BePEK, TONbKO OrnsabiBancs
BO BCE CTOPOHbI BMecTAWmMMm, OKpYrieHHbIMU rnasamu, BTSHYB FOMOBY B M€Yy U TSHKeno Ablla.

— Nuwb Tbl, CBOMOYL!.. — C BO3MyLLeHMEM U 3110601 cka3an OguH M3 conaart, BbITUpas KpOBb CO
LLLEKN, N C NCKa3UBLLMMCS NULOM 1 ¢ BelleHCTBOM B TynbIX, 6eCuBETHbIX rMasax ewe pas ygapwn
ero cHm3y B nog6opoaok. AHACUMOB NACKHY 3ybamu 1 B34epHY rofloBOW, HO Mon4van u
npoaoskan ornsiabiBaTbCs.

— He BbipBeLLbCs! — TOpXeCTBYOLWMUM, FpyObiM FONIOCOM cKasan congar.

— Hy, nam, 4to nb! — KPUKHYN ApYron n TONKHyN ero B nneyo. Yto-to npobyaunocb B AHUCUMOBE
OT 3TOro TON4YKa, JaHHOro Toraa, koraa oH yxe He conpotusnanca. OH BbicTpo obepHyncs, HO
HOBbIV yaap, yBepeHHbIn 1 6ecnowanHbii, TONKHYN ero Ha ABa wara Bnepe. [1sa congarta Kpenko
CXBaTWUMM €ro 3a pyku n notawmnm kK sokdany. OH wern, ynupasacb o6enmu Horamu, Lar 3a warom, a
c3aav 6unu ero B LWEK U CNUHY NpuknagamMmu, oT4ero Tyrno n My4nTenbHO B3parvearno cepaue.

Tak gotawmnm ero oo nnatgopmbl U TONKHYNN K ABYM APYrMM, U3BUTbIM, OKPOBaBMEHHBIM U
060pBaHHbIM NOAAM, KOTOPbIX OKpYXKanu congaTbl.

B 370 Bpems 3anbinanu BaroHbl, U CUHWUIA CyMpak Beyepa cpasy 3aapoxkan U 03apuncs Spkum
KpacHOBaTbIM CBETOM.

BbICOkuI 1 NNOTHBIN ohuuep ¢ 6oNbLIMMN N PEKUMK ycamu nogoLuen K HUM. ELe yenoBek NsaTb
ogmLepoB, 6n1ecTa NepeBsa3siMU U NYroBMLaMu, CTOSSNIM B CTOPOHE.

— Balwue Bbicokobnaropoaue, 3aroBopun congar, BbICTynasi U3 psiioB, — TaK YTO 3aXBayeHHbIe,
3HAYMUT, KOTOPbIE C OPYXKMEM.
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— Ara, gal.. — ronocom BbICOKUM 1 3arafjloMHbIM, TOYHO pagyacb YeMy-TO TalnHOMY, N3BECTHOMY
eMy ogHOMY, NpoTsHyn oduuep. — AHaTornb NeTpoBuy! rpomMko nossars OH.

M3 ky4kn ocomLepoB BbIABUHYIICA OAMH, TOMNCTbIA U YEPHbIN, C ManeHbKUMU YepHbIMU ycukamn. U
noka OH Nnoaxoann, AHUCMMOB CMOTpPEN eMy NpsiMo B nnuo. MNoxap 6bin 6nmn3ko 1 cboky, n oTToro y
BCcex Oblna BugHa ToNbKO OA4Ha NonoBUHA NULa, APKO OCBELLEHHas, a Apyras CoBCeM nponagana B
YepHOWN TeHU. AHUCUMOB C HEMOHATHLIM MY CaMOMY YyBCTBOM Yy>Kaca CMOTPeST Ha 3Tu
NnosIoBUHYaTbIE NiMua ¢ OANHOKMMUM BNecTAaWwmMMI rnasamm, U eMy Kasanoch, YTO 3TO He NMpoCTble
nogu, congartbl N ouuepbl, KakKnMx OH BUAESN BCIO CBO XM3Hb, a Kakne-To 0COBEHHbIe, CTpaLlHble
N HEOObIKHOBEHHbIE CYLLIECTBA, B KOTOPbIX HET HAUYErO YeroBEeYeCKoro.

— Bort, pekomeHayto, ckasan BbICOKMN OdpULIEP TEM Xe HEMOHATHO 3ropafHbIM roflocoM,
noBopa4vMBasicb Kk nogxoasiemy oduuepy, rocnoga peBOoOLMOHEPDI.

OH BApYr NepemMeHun BblpaXeHne 1, TBEPAO U BNacTHO BbiroBapueas, cnpocun: Tl KTO?

Toraa AHMCMMOB NOCMOTpPEN Ha CBOEro coceaa, KoTopoMy obpallarncs Bonpoc, U yaHan ero. 31o
ObIN TOT camblii TOPGOHOCHIN, Kak GyATO YeM-TO 3arvMHOTU3UPOBAaHHbI YeroBEeK, KOTOPbI CTPENsn
B conpgaT ¢ 6appukaabl Bosne AHUCMMOBA.

— C opyxueMm cxBaTunu, Balle Bbicokobnaropogue! — ckasan KTo-1o u3 congar.
— A... PaccrpensTb!.. — 0T4eTNIMBO 1 CNOKOMHO BbIFOBOPWIT NOSTIKOBHUK.

AHMCUMOB NOHSAM 3TO CMNOBO, HO HE NMOHSAN ero Y>KacCcHoOro, MMeHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT, 3Ha4YEeHUA.
OueBnaHO, He NOHSAN U FOp60HOCbIV1 YyeJioBeK, NOTOMY YTO OH HEe ABUHYJICA C MeCTa, HE KPUKHYIT,
HU4YEM HE Bblipa3nii CBOEro yxaca. [1Ba conpgaTta ¢ ogMHaKoBbIMW TEMHbBIMM NULAMM B3NN €ro noj
PYKMN 1N OTBEJIN. OH ewe o6epHyr|C$|, TOYHO XOTeJ1 YTO-TO CKa3aTb, HO NpomMon4yas n Tak xe
HEenoABWXXHO CTan Tam, rae ero NoCTaBuUnu, B HECKONbKMX Wwarax. KTo? onatb cnpocun BbICOKWUI

odomuep.

Bonpoc 6bin obpalleH Kk AHACUMOBY, HO OTBETUI HE OH, @ ManeHbKUI, LLYNbIA YenoBeK B
pa3opBaHHOM BaTHOM NaribTO U KapTy3e.

— Mei ¢ KocTiokoBCKOro 3aBoga. .. TOKapwu... <De,u,ynbeB... — TOPONJINBO nNporosopus oH, nocnewHo
BblABUIradACb Bnepen n BeCb npmnxogAq B ABMXXeHUe. HwmxHas yenocTb ero CTpaHHO ABuUranachb.

— Toxe nanun, Bawle BblCOKO6J’IaI'OpOD,VIe... — KaKMM-TO YHbIJTbIM U 6e3HageXHbIM TOHOM
noackKasarn onATb TOT XKe conaar.

N onaTtb oT4eTnNBO U KOPOTKO NOJIKOBHUK BbIFOBOPUI1 TO K€ HEMNOHATHOE CI10BO.

CMyTHast 1 cTpaHHasi MbICINb MefbkHyNna B Mo3ry AHMcumoBa. JIuuo ero meaneHHo nobneaHerno, u
OH caenarn CyaopoXHoe ABMXKEeHMEe Hasaf, TOYHO XOTeNn BAaBUTbCA B psiabl conagat. Ho kTo-To
ceiyac e cxBaTur ero c3agm 3a pyku.

— Tbl? — 3amMeTMB ero ABmKeHue, BbICTPO NOBEPHYICSA K HEMY BbICOKWUIA NMOSIKOBHUK.
AHMCMMOB MonYan u HagasnvBan CrMHOM Ha AepXXaBLUMe ero pyKu.
— Ho-Ho-Ho! — HacmelwnmBeo, nogHsB Noa6opoaoK, ckasar NMOMKOBHUK.

— [1a 970 HaYyanbHWK CTaHUMW... — 3aMeTUI TONCTbIN NOPYYMK, YCTPEMIIAS NPSAMO B NNL0
AHUCMMOBY CBOW €QMHCTBEHHbIN BrecTAawmin rnas.

— [la, 9 Ha4anbHWK 3TON CTaHUUWU... — TOYHO KTO TOJKHYJT ero, ToponfneBo oTBeTuUn AHMCUMOB U
BOPYT 3anCKnBatroLe KpnBo yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICFI, He CnycCkad B3rndna ¢ 3Toro OgnHOKOro, Kak 6y,E|,TO
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OKpOBaBJ1EHHOIO ITas3a.

— A-a!.. O4y-4eHb NPUATHO NO3HAKOMUTLCSA! — KPUBS NOMOBUHY ry6 € OOHUM KPacHbIM YCOM,
NPOTAHYN MNONKOBHUK. — Tak 3TO Bbl U €CTb — Ha4anbHWK 3TOM CTaHuuK?.. Tak-c... Hy, Ham He
MelwaeT nobecenoBaTb NogpobHee, rocnoAVH. .. MO3BOSbTE Y3HATb, Kak Balla pamunua?..

— AHUCUMOB... — rMyxo OTBETUN AHMCMMOB.

— Ara... o4-yeHb NPUATHO BCE-TAKWN... — TAHYJ1 NOJIKOBHUK, crnbas ronosy HaboK, 1 B ronoce ero
ObINO YTO-TO KOLWIAYbE, KEeCTOKoe 1 XUTpOE.

— [o yTpa nog kapayn!.. — BApYyr rpOMKO npukasars OH, 0TBOpayMBasiCb OT AHUCMMOBA.

— Bawe 6J'|aropo,u,|/|e, a MHe Kak xe? — HeBEPHbIM roJyioComM Crnpocun MaCTepOBOIZ, BbITArnBas
Lieto.

MoNKOBHMK Yepes Mnrevo NoCMoTPeN Ha Hero.

— A Tebe, munbi apyr?.. PaccTpensatoT... OTBETUN OH He cpasy W, BUAUMO, Hacnaxnasachb
BrnevyaTneHnem CBOMX CrnoB.

— Bawe 6naropogue! — gporHys, BCKPUKHYT MacTepOBOW.

CTpaHHOe 1 KOpoTKkoe CMSATeHMe nNpobexxarno no Tonne congaTt OT 3TOro Kpuka. KTo-To yCUneHHo v
HanpsPkeHHO 3adbllan Hag caMbiM yXoM AHMCMMOBA.

— Tuwe Tam! BbICTpO NogHMMas ronosy 1 6necTsa rnasom, KPUKHYN ToncTein oduuep. U Bce
3aMeprio TaK, TOYHO 34eCb He ObINo XMBbIX Ntoaen, a 6bino 0aHO NYrNMBOE Y CMUPHOE XUBOTHOE.

— Begu! — OQHEPIrNYHO KUBHYB B CTOPOHY NoJid, npukaaal NnoJyikOBHUK.

C TeMm cambIM My4uTESbHBIM, OCTPbIM NMOBOMBLITCTBOM, C KOTOPLIM OH B IETCTBE CMOTpPEr, Kak
pexyT Kypen, AHUCUMOB BNWUICA rNasamMu B OCBELLEHHYIO MONOBUHY 6neaHOoro, ¢ LWMPOKO OTKPbITLIM
rnasom, nuua mactepooro. OH garn, 4YTo 3TOT YeroBeK cendac 6pocuTcs, Ha4YHeT pBaTbCs, Kak
pBarnucb Kypbl U3 PEXYLLMX PYK, 3aKPUYUT, U 3TO BYAET y)KacHO; HO MacTepOBOW CTOSAN Momnya v
TONbKO BbITArMBAN 1 BTArMBan OTBMCLUYIO HUXHIOK YentocTb. M BuaHo 6bino, Kak oHa gepranach
BCE CUITbHEE N CUITbHEE W Y)Ke Nnpbirana B CTpallHON nnscke. AHUCMMOB, He OTPbIBasICb, CMOTpPEr
Ha 3Ty YeroCTb, Y BCe CMOTPENN Ha Hee, N C KaXablM ce ABWXKEHUEM POC MU POC 06LLMI
HanpsHKeHHbIN yXac.

— A Tbl KTO? BOPYF FPOMKO 1 OTYETNINBO 3aroBopun nsganu ropboHockbI Yenosek. — CobGaka,
CBOJ/10Yb... CBOMX Obellb, NOAMeL... MaTb TBOH...

— YT0-0! MonyaTtb! — pesko 1 3BOHKO KPUKHYIT MONKOBHUK, CYJOPOXHO XBaTasACb 3a PEBOSIbBEP U
Aenas gga wara K Hemy.

— Cam monuu!.. Yero mHe mon4atb, Koraa g Ha cmepTb uay, aypak! 3arpemen ropboHOChIN
yenosek. — Y706 Tbl cOoX... Mlyaa, npoknatasa cobakal.. Tel Aymaewb a9 Tebs 6otock... Ha, 6en!..
Cam 6en, ceonoub, ben!..

Co cnabbim BCKPUKOM AHucumoB obenmmn pyKamMuy cxBaTuricd 3a J1Muo U 3aKpblisl rrnasa.

OpuH 3a apyrMm CBEpPKHYNK ABa BbicTpena. KTo-To BCKPUKHYM, U BAPYT BCE 3aTONMNUINCh,
3aaBuranucb. TeMHble CUyaTbl congaT cpasy 3aropoanny oT AHMCMMOBA TO MECTO U, CXBaTUB €ro
nog pyku, 6bICTPO NOTALMIN NPOYb. ..

M Bce aTo Tenepb CTOANO nepeq rna3amm AHucuMoBa B CMYTHOM Mpake X0N04HOW KOMHaTbI.
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Tenepb OH yXe 3Han, YTo 3aBTpa YTPOM, Yepe3 HECKOSIbKO YacoB, ero paccTpernsioT.

«3aBTpa MeHsi paccTpensoT! — ayman AHUCMMOB, OCTPbIMU BNecTALWMMM rMasaMu rmsas B
XONOAHbIN MpaK. 3aBTpa MEHS1 pacCTPensitoTy.

370 6bina He MbICMb, NOTOMY YTO HEMb3s ObINO AyMaTb O TOM, YTO Yepe3 HECKOSbKO HeaoNrunx
4acoB NPWUAYT MOAMN, KOTOPbIX OH HAKOTAA B XXMU3HW Aaxe He Buaarn, U yobioT ero, cTpagatoLwero,
)KMBOrO YenoBeka, Kak cTapyto, 3anapLuvMBeBLLY0 cobaky. OTO GbIfo NPOCTO KaKoe-To TSHKeNoe U
XONoAHOe AaBrneHne Ha MO3r, Kakoe Ha YenoBeka, He BEPSLLEro B CBEPXbEeCTECTBEHHOE,
NPOV3BOAUT NOSABIIEHNE CTPAaLUHOro, HEOObACHNUMOro Npuspaka.

AHUCMMOBY MHOrA4a XOTENOCh NOXaTb Nie4YaMmn N YCMEXHYTbCS 3Ton 3abaBHOM HeECOOOpa3HOCTU, HO
BMECTO TOrO JIMLIO €ro B TEMHOTE KPMBUOCH AMKOW U BONE3HEHHOM rpyumacomn, NpuHMMas
BblpaXXEHNE 3M10BELLE NCKAXKEHHOM MACKM CXOASLLErO C yma.

OH 3anaxHyncs, TOYHO B BONbHUYHLIN XanaT, B NanbToO C pa3opBaHHbIM KflanaHoOM U KOPOTKUMMU,
HEepPOBHbIMM LLaramn, Xygou, ANIMHHbIW, Kak NpuBnaeHue, 3axoaun no KOMHaTe, OCTOPOXHO ob6xoas
B TEMHOTE Mebernb 1 NoYeMy-To cTapasicb He WwymMeTb. CTpaHHO 6bINo TO, YTO aTa ero
OCTOPOXXHOCTb Oblna BoBCe He OT cTpaxa: AHUCMMOBY TOSIbKO CTPACTHO XOTEeNOoCb, YTOObI HUKTO He
nomeLuan emy gymaTb «06 aTom». Kazanocbk, YTO €Cfiv OH CNOKOMHO U TOYHO 064yMaeT 4YTo-To 40
KOHLa, TO BCE NEPEMEHUTCS, — OH BCE NMONMET, 1 TOrga Bce pasbACHUTCS O4YE€Hb MPOCTO U XOPOLLO.
W oH gyman, ayman, gyman... Jluyo ero npuHnmMano My4ymtenbHOe BblpaXXeHne CBbiLle CUn
HanNPs>KEHHOM AyMbl, HO HUYEro He BbIxoamno. Nopon kak 6yaTo U BO3HMKana sipkasi, cnacuternbHas
MbICIb, HO r4e-TO O4YeHb rMYy60KO N CMyTHO. AHUCMMOB Aenan CBEPXbECTECTBEHHOE yCUNue, YToobl
BbI3BaTb €€ Ha NOBEPXHOCTb U 00neyb B cnoa. Mbicnb kpenna, nogHMManach, HaymMHana
pacnyTbiBaTbCA N NpubnmxkaTbCsa K Kakomy-To cnosy. CTaHOBMUIOCH fierye, roroBa ceeTnena, rnasa
TEPSANN HaNPS)KEHHOE BblpaXXeHne. AHMCMMOB OCTaHaBNMBarcd, YTobbl CXBaTUTb CaMOe rMnaBHOE,
cxBaTblBan U MbICIIEHHO rOBOPWI, AyMasi, YTO TOBOPUT MMEHHO TO, YTO HYXXHO: «3aBTpa MeHs
paccTpenstoT!..» Y Torga Bopyr Bce CHoBa NyTarnocCb, MbIC/llb MOMEHTanNbLHO U GeccrnegHo Tasna B
MO3ry, BbICTYyNan NMNK1M NoT Ha BUCKaXx; XonogHasi ryMaHHasi MyctoTa, NoxoXxasi Ha To, kak byaTo
BCEro ero HeOXMAaHHO OKYThbIBaso ryctbiM 06/1akoM Kakoro-To XonogHoro napa, HanosnHsana gyuwy,
N AHUCMMOB ONATb HAYMHAN MENKUMU LLaXKKamMmn BbICTPO U OCTOPOXXHO XOAWUTb U3 yrna B yron u
HanpsraTb CBOW yCTarbli, FOPS4MA MO3T.

Bopyr npegcraBmnocbk eMy 3HakoOMOe MeCTO, 3a CTaHUWeN, Y KaHaBbl, I4e CroXeHa Kyya ctapblX
NOYEPHEBLLUMX LUMAN U CHET NEXUT OKPYrIbIMU, XpynnbiMu cyrpobamu, 6enbin, YNCTbIn, He
TPOHYTbIN HOron. Kyun wnan Tenepb He 661510, AHUCMMOB 3Harsl, YTO ee pacTawunm Ha bappukagbl
HO €ero e yKasaHWio, HO MeCTO 3TO TaK U NPeACTaBUIIOCh eMY: Oorpaga nanucagHuka, YepHas Kyva
obnegeHenbIx Wnan, a gansle 6enoe ceoboaHoe none, ¢ KOTOPOro Aaneko BUAHbI, TOYHO
UrpyLLEYHble, KpacHble AOMMUKM CTaHUuKM 1 6erywme no 6eCKoHeYHOMY, POBHOMY CTarlbHOMY MyTH
XOPOLLEHbKME pa3HOLBETHbIE Noe3aa ¢ 6enbiMn cynTaH4Ynkamm naposo3a. I BOT MMEHHO TaMm, Ha
CHery, ronoBou K wnanam, oH, AHUCMMOB, ByaeT nexatb MepTBbIA, HE NPOCTO MEPTBbLIN, a
«paccTpensiHHbii». [onoBa u rpyab y Hero 0yayT NpobuTsl Nynamu, CUHNE PYKM 3aKOCTEHEHT, Kak
CKPHOYEHHbIE Narnky 3ape3aHHON KypuLbl, a KONEHU OCTpbIMKM yrnamu 6yayT TopyaTb U3 cyrpoba.

ByneT xonoaHo, oH Becb 0breaeHeeT U cTaHeT TBEPAbIN, KaK NMOMEHOo, C 3amMep3LLMMMK, MyTHbIMMU,
BbIMYYEHHbIMW Ffla3aMu U PTOM, HABUTbIM CHEIOM M KpacHbIM fbaoM. Ho Toraa oH yxe He bGyaeT
HMYero YyBCTBOBATb, CO3HABATb U BUAETb, U HE YBUOUT Aaxke CBOEro Tpyna.

«3TO caMoe yXKacHoe... 3TO CaMOe Y)XacCHOe...» No4YemMy-To nogymasn AHUCUMMOB, U HEBbIHOCUMAS
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BHYTPEHHSS1 TOCKa, BbIBOpaYMBatoLlas BClo AyLly, 3acocana cepaue. 3axoTenocb CToHaThb
TOHEHbKWM XanobHbIM BOEM.

bbino Tnxo BOKPYT, U TOJIbKO TPECK ropesBLlero gepesa n3penka goHOCUIca B OKHO.

Bce 6bicTpee 1 BbicTpee Wwaras u3 yrna B yron n Kytasicb B nanbTo, Kak B 60SIbHUYHbIN Xanar,
AHucmMmoB ctan npunommHatb. CHavyana OH caM He MOT MOHSATb, YTO MMEHHO eMY XO4eTCs
NPUNOMHUTbL, HO MOSIBUIOCH N OKPENSI0 BOCMNOMUHAHME O MPOXUTON U Tenepb BAPYT HEOXMOAHHO,
Nno OYeBMOHO 3aKkaHuYMBarLLencs Xn3Hu. OH cTan NPOXoAUTb ee MbICIbIO C Havyana o KoHua u
TWAaTeNbHO UCKaTb B HEW Yero-HMbyab Takoro, YTo MMeNo Bbl CBA3b C TEM, YTO JOMKHO ObIno
Nnpou3onTK 3aBTpa.

BbidBaHHasA n3 ceporo TymaHa 3abBeHusl, ctana NnpoxoanTb Nepen HUM BEPEHMLA OHEN, rOO0B,
BCTpeu, Aen, HacTpoeHnn n 3aboT. KnsHb BcTaBana nepen HAM Tyckno u 6negHo, npeactaBnssicb
ofHoo6pa3Ho-cepon nonocon, 6e3 Havyana n KoHua. MIHoraa emy kasanocbh, YTO OHa Havanach elle
paHbLUe ero poXaeHnsa 1 4To BCe ero cTpagaHus, 60nesHn, yHmkeHnsa n 3abotol Obinm TONbKO
NpoAOSPKEHNEM HEMCUMCNNMbIX Beal, nayLwmnx oT BpeMeHN. TOYHO 3TO Oblf1 GECKOHEYHbIN NYTb U3
BEYHOCTM B BEYHOCTb, Ha KOTOPbIN OH HE3aMETHO BCTYNWI rAe-TO HEM3MEPMMO Aaneko OT Havana,
4YTOObI Yepe3 HECKONBbKO TOMUTENbHbIX MTHOBEHU COMTU TaK XXe Aaneko OT KOHUaA, Kak cnyyYanHas
TEHb, TOCKNMBO CKOSb3HYBLUAs Mo NPoe3Xen gopore.

BegHbIM poauncs oH Ha CBeTe, B XKECTOKOM HULLIErO NPOXWUI BCe AETCTBO U BCerga BCroMuHan o
HEM C YHbIfIbIM OTBpPaLLEeHMEM, YANBNAACL TEM NIOASM, KOTOPbIE TOBOPUITM O CBOEM AETCTBE, Kak O
CBETIOM NMpasgHuKe Xun3Hu. bbin oH 06opBaHHLIN, NNOX0 00YThIN, TWeaYLWHbIA 1 6ONe3HEHHbIV
ManbyuK, TUMWYHbBIA CbiH NOYTaNbOHa, HAa KOTOPOM TpyAbl, 6ONEe3HN 1 rope poanTeNen NoNoXunm
HaBekK cBoe GregHoe Knemmo. YUnTtbCcs eMy NpULLioCb HEMHOMO U TPYAHO, U TO, YEMY OH Bbly4mrics,
ObINI0 COKOM XXWU3HU, BbXKaTbiM 13 cebsi OTLUOM M MaTepbto. PaHO npuwnock gymaTb O nNuLle, 1
NATHagUAaTW NeT OH YXXe NOCTYNWUIT Ha XXeNe3Hyk OOpOory, rae v Npocnyxun agsaguartb NaTb NeT B
pasHbIX JOJPKHOCTSAX, BCEraa 0ANHAKOBO TPYAHbIX, TOMUTENbHO O4HOOOPAa3HbIX U YyXXAbIX AyLUe.
Emy 6bino Tspkeno, 4acto YHU3UTENbHO U TPYAHO, HO OTel, U MaTb, NoKa He YMepnu, HagopPBaBLUUCH
Ha paboTe, 6blnn cHacTNuBbl, YTO OH M3bexan yyactu oTua. Mix YaxoTouHasa pagocTb bbina
BGeccmbICeHHa 1 yXXacHa, HO caMoe yXacHoe BbIfo To, YTO OH caM MOHMMan U pasgensan mx
pagoctb. M 310 6bIN0 NOX0XKe Ha Ty pafgoCcTb, KOTOPOK pagyeTcs YeroBek, 3aTOHYBLUMI B TOMW MO
ropno n BUAALWMIA pAgoM ApYroro, KOTOPOro BOH4as, Ayluallas rpsidb y>Ke nokpbisia ¢ rofloBow.

Korga npowwnm roga n c4acTbe BEYHOro Npo3sibaHnsa Ha ManeHbLKOW, 3aTEPAHHON B FIyXOn CTeNmu
CTaHUWUK BbINO OOCTUMHYTO, OH XeHuncs. XKeHunca oH no nbeu Ha HEKPACUBOW rrynoBaTomn
AEeBYLUKe, NpoLleaLen Ty Xe X13Hb, YTO U OH. M B aTOoM ntobBm Obin Toxe yxac, nbo n B camble
CYaCTNIMBbIE MOMEHTbI €€ HE 3aTEMHSANIOCh CO3HaHMEe B6eCLBETHOCTUN, HUYTOXHOCTU N HEKPACMBOCTH
XKEHbI; HO Xaxaa, BO 4YTO Obl TO HM CTano, MMeTb XOTb KOro-HMbyab 6nmn3koro, Tennoro, pogHoro
3abvBana 370 CO3HaHMe, 1 OHO OCTaBarlocb B AyLUE TOMbKO Kak HENPECTaHHOE, HoKLEee TOMITEHNE
Ayxa no KpacuBoW, TAMHCTBEHHON U NO3TUYHOW NOOBM, KOTOPOW HUKOrAa HE NPUAETCSA UCMbITaTb.
KeHa ero ckopo coctapunack 1 notepsina u Ty OTHOCUTENbHYIO MUNOBUOHOCTb, KOTOPYHO BCE Xe
AaBanu e MonoaocTb K cBexecTb. C Heneno cTpawHon 6bICTpoTON poxaanuck aeTu. XXeHa crana
CBapIIMBON, CKy4HOW, 6e3HaaeXHO ONyCTMBLLENCA NOMYyCTapyxon, Ha nuue KoTopon Haecerga
3acTblna xarnkas macka 3aboTbl U 3aBUCTW.

[leTu BbipacTanu Xy4oCo4HbIMU, 6OMbHBIMU U LYNMbIMU. PaaocTHbIN CTEMHOW BO3AYX U CBETNOE
COJTHLE HEe MOITV BbITPaBUTb N3 HUX CTPALLUHOIO S4a BEKOBOro HefoeaaHns 1 npossabanns ux poaa.
OpHa geBodKa cTpagana paccrnabneHnem KALWOK M Bcerga cuaena B ManeHbKoM Kpecne-cyaHe,
CcTpaganb4ecku BbirnsabliBasi U3 CBOEro Yrosika, kak 3akycaHHasi HacMepTb Mbilka. He pagoBanu
AyLIM 3TW OeTH, a TONbKO 3ab0Tunn, Nevyanunm u 3nunu.

Mano 6bifo CHOLWEHWI C NAbMU, MOTOMY YTO 3TO BbI3bIBaJ10 pacxobl, HEJTOBKOCTb 3a CBOIO
6eaHoCTb U YHWXKEHUA. AHMCUMOB MHOTO MU, NbSAHLIW Makan O CBOUX HECHACTUAX N TOMUIICS
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CMYTHOW MeyTon 06 NMHOWN, CBOOOAHON, NErkon 1 NPUATHOW KNU3HU, OCMbICIIEHHOMW XOTb
KaKMM-HUOYOb CBETIIbIM Ty4OM.

CtpaluHa 6bina ero Xu3Hb, Kak cTpallHa bbinia y BCex OKpYXatoLLmX ero, 1 UMEHHO 3TO CKOpPO
NPUTYMNWMIO CO3HAHWME U CKPbINO OT HErO YXKacCHbIN BUA ero cyllecTBoBaHus. Kak HU My4nTenbHbI
OblNN Y HETO MO3bIBbl YTO-TO NEPEMEHUTb, YTO-TO Y3HaTb, YTO-TO YCTPOUTbL, — B OOLLEM EMY
Kasarnocb, YTO Tak U Hafo, 6O TaK XXMBET He OH OAWH. ToMneHne ayxa o6paTMUoCh B NPUBLIYKY,
Hayuunno Gplo3xaTb, pasgpaxaTtbCs, NMUTb, U He BbINO cun 3agaymMaThCsl, OMMSAHYTLCS U NPUNTU B
oT4yasiHue. Kak KpoT, XXUBYLLUIA B BEYHOWN TbMe, AHUCUMOB YKe He BUAEN TbMbl, OKpY)KatoLLeln ero, n
AyMmar, YTO OH XXMBET Jy4ylle MHOMUX; HO He Kak KpOT — OH TArOTWUICS U CTpadarn CBOEH KU3HbIO.

Tak 6b1510 4O TEX NOp, NOKa BHE3aMNHbIN CBET BCEOOLLEro NnpoTecTa U BCeOOLLEro HAaNPsXKeHUs, Kak
MOJTHMS1, HE OCBETWUIN NSl Hero Bce U, Kak MONHMS, He youn ero.

AHMCMMOB BOPYr OCTAHOBUICA. YTO-TO HANPAroCh B HEM [0 BbICLLEN TOYKU U 3aMeprio B
oxuaaHuu. N BHe3anHO AHUCUMOB MOHSM, YTO eMY He Xallb CBOEW XU3HU.

«Ecnu Takast )u13Hb ONaTb, TO Nydylle cCMepTb... M Toraa B cMepTu HET HUYETO yXKacHoro, a,
HanpoTMB, OHa HyXHa, HeobGxoanMa, Kak eCTeCTBEHHbI BbIXOA... Byab OHa NpoknATa, Takas
XU3Hb!» — nogyman AHUCMMOB.

W korga nogyman, — yCnoKourncs, 3aTux, U niuo ero, cepoe n U3MyyYeHHOE, NMPUHANO CMOKONHOE U
peLLNTENBHOE BbIpaXXeHMe, TO CaMoe, C KOTOPbIM OH Tak 6ECNOBOPOTHO M BCELLENO BOLLEN B
3aKuneBLUYHO BOKpYr 60pbOy.

Ho B camom rny6uHe ero gyLumn 4YTto-To Hblfo. 3To Obina Tynas, HoLWas 1 YyTb crbiwHas 6onb.
YUTo-TO Kak ByaTo rpbi3no, nograymeano, cocano. AHMCMMOB C TPEBOIoM NpUcnyLuancsa n ckasan
cebe:

«Yero xe ewwe... 9 xe pewwunn?.. He Hago aymatb... Ecnu aymatb, To 6yaeT ondatb yxac... Jlyywe
He oymaTtby.

Ho 6onb BCe HbiNa, nogHMMarnach, noAactynana K cepauy u, Kak rpbidyllaa Mblllb, CTaHOBUITACb BCe
cmenee n 6nvxe. AHMCUMOB 6bICTpO BCTal N ONATb TOPOMMBO 3axoausl No KOMHaTe, CTapadacCb
wiaramMmum 3armywmnTb TO, YTO HEYKITOHHO enanoCb B HEM. Ho 6onb Bec pocna n yxe He Hbina, a
Tepa3ala cepaue, n oT Hee pOoCro TdXeloe, 0OTHaAHHOEe BO3MYLLEHNE.

7 BAPYr OHa npopeasacbk U HanoJiHuna BCce CyLecTBO €ro C Takou CUNown, 4To Y Hero 3arynero B
yuwax n cgasuno rpyab.

«[a, TaK... ckaukamu 3anpbirana ero Mbiciib. MHe He arb XU3HW... Ny4yle cCMepTb, YeM Takas
XWU3Hb... HO noyemy xe ,Takasn”, a He nHaa?.. Kto cmen obpeyb MEeHs1 Ha TaKyto XM3Hb?.. KTO OTHAN
Yy MEHS, N He OTHSAS, a NPOCTO He Jarn MHe TakoW >M3HK, YTobbl ce Bbino xanb?.. N aTo Henpaeaa,
MHE Xanb U Ty XM3Hb, KOTOpas y MeHs! Kakas 6bl oHa HM Bbina, a xanb... XKanb, 4To ee
n3ypoaoBanu, xarb, YTO €€ XOTAT YHUYTOXUTb, KaK YTO-TO yXKacHOe, a OHa ToNbKo HecyacTHas!.. U
Kak >xe cmeeT KTO Obl TO HK BbINo 3a TO, YTO A BCHO XU3Hb CTpagarn, 3a TO, YTO MHE ObIfIo CKBEPHO,
TSDKENO U MyYUTENbHO, YOUTb MeHa?!.. 3T0... 3T0... 3T0...» 3a6opmoTan AHNCUMOB,
OCTaHaBNMBAACb NOCPeAN KOMHATbl U CBEpKas HEHOPMAarbHO PacLUMPEHHbIMKU, BObHBIMK rnasamu,
N BOPYr CTPEMUTENBHO BPOCKIICA K OKHY, CXBATWUICA 3a pamy U, obpesbiBast pyku CTEKNaMu, ctan
pBaTb €e 1 nomMaTb.

3a okHOM y>e noracan noxap, n 6ypas TbMa Bce bnvke M ryle nogcTtynana K orHi, Ho B KOMHaTe
ObINo Tak TEMHO, YTO Ha ABOPE Ka3anocb CBETIIO KaK AHEM.

— Kypa neselb! — oT4asiHHO, rpy6biM roflocoM KpUKHYI conaaT, C py>KbeM Ha nepesece noaberas
K OKHY. AHMCMOB OCTaHOBUIICS U 3acTbi1, Aep)acb 3a pamy, 1 conaar Toxe ocTaHoBuncs. M3
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Mpaka Bblaensnock 6negHoe, ¢ paclUMpeHHbIMU rnasamMmm nuuo AHUCUMOBA U KINOYKKU ero
CNyTaHHbIX BOSIOC; @ HA AHMCUMOBA CMOTPEST TEMHbIA CUNY3T HEN3BECTHOW KPYTIION U ycaTomn
ronosbl. C MUHYTY OHW CMOTpPEnV Apyr Ha Apyra ¢ HeAOyMEHMEM, U ONATb, Kak C TeM CONaaToM,
KOTOpbIN NIoBUIN ero, oba He 3Hann, YTo UM AenaTtb. bbifo B 9TOM YTO-TO Henenoe, HO O4MHAaKOBO
Tshkenoe anga obonx. Motom AHUCMMOB, TOYHO OMOMHMBLUNCH, PBaHy pamy 1 HEUCTOBO 3aKpuyarn:

— lMyctu!

— He BeneHo! — Takunm xe HeMCTOBO HEECTECTBEHHbLIM rOfIOCOM KPUKHYI conaart.
— Bpewb... nyctnl.. [lo3oBu ctoga NnonNKoBHUKA. ..

— Kakoro Tebe nonkosHukal.. Ocagu!..

X HeeCcTeCTBEHHO rPOMKME N HaNps>KeHHbIE rofioca nopasunmn oboux, U Ha CEKyHAY ONATb
HaCTYNuII0 MOflYaHUe U HENOABWMXKXHOCTb, M OMSATb YTO-TO BCTANo MeXay HUMW. bbino MrHoBeHme
HanNpPs»KeHHOM TULLWHbI, N Ka3anocCb, YTO cenyac OOMKHO NPOM30NTK YTO-TO ocobeHHoe, HoBoe. Ho
B 3TO BpeMs nocnbiwanncb npubnmxkarwmeca ronoca u warn. I To4HO B OTBET MMEHHO Ha 3TH
warn, AHMCMMOB MoJI4a U ynpsimo ctan peaTb pamy. Co 3BOHOM nocbkinanuck ctekna. Congar
BHe3anHo LarHyn Brnepea v n3o BCen Cubl, Tak XXe Monya v ynpsamo, yaapun AHMcnmoBa
NPUKNagoMm B KOCTNSIBYIO rpyab.

Fopﬂqaﬂ COlleHasa BOJIHa XIblHyIa K ropsny n Hocy AHuCUMOBa, OH MOBEPHYICA U, KakK
33XJ'I€6HyBLIJI/IIZCFI, paccTtaBuB PYKM N HUYETO HE BUAOA, 3aKPYXUIICA U TAXKKO CeJ1 Ha non.

— Yro 1yT, EcbyiMOB? — cnpalumBan KTO-TO 3@ OKHOM.

— Tak 4YTO apecTOBaHHbIN B OKHO MOSES... — CPbIBAKOLLMMCS U Kak OyaATO HEAOYMENbIM FOfIoCOM
OTBETWN conpar.

Heckonbko YepHbIX rofioB 3arfsiHyro B KOMHATY W 4OSTO HEMOABMXKHO CMOTPENO B TEMHOTY. Bbino
TUX0. AHUCUMOBY Ka3anocb, YTo 3To 6pen, 1 ronosa y Hero GbICTPO-ObLICTPO LA KPYroMm, yBriekas B
CTpaLlHOM BOAOBOPOTE TPW YEPHbIE, HEMOABWKHbLIE N KAKME-TO TaUHCTBEHHbIE CUIy3Ta B OKHE.
MoToM OHW BOPYF UCHE3NU, U TOT XKE roNoc ckasan rpOMKO U CEPAUTO:

— bygnet oyeHb konobpoauTbs — nanu emy B Bauky!.. O4eHb npocTo!
M ronoca 3atuxnu.

AHMCUMOB npunogHAncA, 663yMHbIMVI rmasamMum NnoCMOTpPeEST B OKHO U OTIMNOJSI3 B CTOPOHY. Ero
CTpaLllHO nopas3unno nocrieaHee Crnoso.

— OueHb npocTo!

W OH NoHAN, 4YTO 3TO AENCTBUTENBHO Tak, — MPOCTO; CKONbKO Bbl OH HY Kpryan, CKOSibKO Obl HU
6unca, kak 661 OCTPO U MyUYMTESBHO HWU CO3HABan y>ac CMepTu, CTpagaHue u To, YTO OH, YENOBEK,
AH/CUMOB, UMEET CBOK €4MHCTBEHHYIO XM3Hb, UMEET NPaBO He YMupaTb, He CTpadaTh, XUTb, — U3
3TOro HU4ero He BoINAET. M BOPYr onaTb BbIHbIPHYMA cTapasa Mblcib: «MeHs paccTpensatoT!..»

BbIf10 HECKONBKO MIHOBEHWUI NyCTOTbl 1 MEPTBOIO eccmbicnvg, a NOTOM U Apye, rlop,po6Hee
BbIPUCOBbLIBAJS1IOCb B MO3ry:

«MeHs1 paccTpenstoT... 4To Obl 1 HX Aenarn, kak Obl HM Npocur, Kak Bbl HX KOpYWUIICS OT CTpaxa, Kak
TOT MacTepOBOW, MEHS... MOBEAYT K Ky4e Lunasn, CTaHyT LenuTbCsl, Tak CNOKOMHO, Kak OyATo 51 He
BMXKY 3TOrO U HE YyMMpato OT cTpaxay.

W oH no4yyBCTBOBAll, YTO HMXXHAA YENIOCTb €ero Ha4YMHaEeT Kak-TO CTpaHHO npbiratb, U BC€ CUIbHEE,
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cunbHee. AHUCMMOB caenan Heyernoseveckoe ycunve, 4ytobbl yaepxarth ee, HO Havan BUTbCS BECh,
[leprasicb nrnevamu, pykamu, rorioBoi, TOYHO ero Tpscna u 6una kakas-To MOCTOPOHHSIS, )KeCToKas
cuna. EMy Ka3aJ10Cb, YTO 3TO HUKOIrAa He MNMpeKpaTuTcd; HO Korga cpa3y onomMHuIicAa 1 MHCTUHKTUBHO
MOHSAS, YTO C HAM BbIN ANMHHBIA Nepuos NonHoro GecnamaTcTea, Cyaopor yxe He Bbino, a Terno
TOMBKO HbINO U APOXano YyTb 3aMeTHOW, HEMMOBEPHO MENKOW APOXbio... CTpaHHO Nopasuno ero
TO, YTO 3a OKHOM YXXe rnevarnbHO cepeso, Kak Ha OCEHHEM paccBeTe. B komHaTe ObIno Bce BUOHO, U
GneaHbIN cBET cnabo NOXWUICS Ha CTeHbI, Ha Non 1 Ha ero GenesLune pyku. OOHy cekyHay emy
Ka3arnochk, YTO BCE MPOLLSIO M OH MPOCHYICS, HO CO CTPALLIHON BbICTPOTON, TOYHO OTKYAA-TO U3BHE,
HaneTerim — U CO3HaHune HeOTBpaTMMOVI ﬂeIZCTBVITeJ'IbHOCTVI, N TOK, YTO yXe CKOPO, N CHOBa TO XKe,
MY4YUTESIbHOE, KaK MNblTKa, HeaoyMeHune, n oCTpad ﬂOTpe6HOCTb CKopee, KaKk MOXXHO CKopee, 4YTO-TO
O6,E|,yMaTb n COO6pa3|/|Tb... BbICTpO, MeJIbKOM, TOYHO OT6paCbIBaF| Nnpo4yb CO CJioBaMU. «He TO... HE
TO...», AHUCMMOB npUNoOMHUN y6|/|TOFO MallnHNCTAa, NOTOM eLle TPOUX, KOTOPble CKaTbiBaJINCb C
63[:)[)|/1K8L|I N CBepTbiBalinCb Ha OKpoOBaBJIEHHOM CHEry, NOTOM MacTepoBOro, NOTOM 4YepHOro
rop60Hocoro yerioBeka U iBa KOPOTKUX BbICTPES1a, CONPOBOXAaEMbIX NNErkumMm Cctpagarib4eCkmm
BCKPUKOM, 1 BHE3aNnHO yBuaesn cpean 6ne/:1Horo 1 O00JIe3HEeHHOro xaoca YepHylto rpyay
06J'|e,D,eHeJ'|bIX winan n ocTpbie KONMeHn, ero KoJieHn, Top4yaiine mn3 Cyrpo6a. «,El,a 3a 4TO Xe BCe
3T0?..»

M emy HakoHeL, cTano cMeLwwHo. AHUCMMOB B CaMOM erfie TUXO U CyAOPOXHO 3aCMeASICA, HO cenyac
Xe 3amonk. KopoTkuii, Apoxalumi 3ByK ero cMexa 6bi CAMWKOM TUXO — FPOMOK U CTPaHEH B
nycrton 6negHon npeapaccBeTHoM mMrne... OnaTb HaYancs CTPEMUTENbHbINA X0 MbICIEN: CKOJbKO
pas OH cnblwan, 4YTo Noaen KasHAT. Tak. 3Ha4YnT, 3TO COBEPLLUEHHO BO3MOXHO N TYT HET HUYEro
HEMOHATHOro. ATO Tak NPOCTo. X — Ka3HAT, OHM CTpagatloT oT 60NKn 1 yxxaca, HO MOTOM YMUPAIOT,
N CTpagaHus 1 yxxac npekpaLlatTcs, TOYHO X He Bbino. O6 3ToM MOXHO 6bINO AyMaTh, HO TONBKO
C OTBpaLLEHNEM, 1 MbICIb 00 3TOM HenpuaTHO Gepeauna moar. [la, Ho Tam Obifo BCe-Taku
NMOHATHO: 3TW NOAUN, KOTOPLIX Ka3HUN, Oblnun noan ocobeHHble, 3rnogeun. M ato 6binn, 4To camoe
rnaBHoe, He AHMCUMOB.

«HerT, ny4ywe He aymaTb!» GeccunbHO nogyman oH... EmMy Bapyr ctano xonodHo v 3axoTenochb
€CTb... Torga oH B NepBbI pa3 BCMOMHUI O XeHe U AeTAX U YAMBUICS, YTO [0 CUX Mop He
BCnoMuHarn. Ml emy nokasanocb, YTo, MOXeT ObITb, 34€Cb U eCTb TO, YTO Heobxoanmo cebe YSCHUTb
npexae Bcero.

«Ckopen Hago gymaTb... CKOpen Hago gymaTb...» — CTan OH Toponutb cebs, 6ecnokonHo
ornsaabiBascb. OH elle He co3HaBars, HO ero 60n1e3HeHHO OCTPO My4MIIO TO, YTO HEOO CTAHOBMITOCH
B OKHEe BCe CBeTIiee 1 cBeTree.

«Hapo HanucaTb XXeHe...» NpULLINo eMy B rofioBy. Yxe Oblno A0CTaTOYHO CBETIO Y OKHA, U OH 3TO
3ameTun. YepHunbHMUa Ha cTone bbina, Ho YepHUna NoKpPbINMCh NbAOM. AHUCMMOB 3a60TNMBO
noAbilan Ha HUX, MPOTKHYN NEPOM U OTHEC YEPHUTbHULLY K OKHY.

Ha noaokoHHMK yxe nagan cepbiit U XONOAHbIN CBET, B KOTOPOM TakKUM e CEPbIM U XONOAHbIM
NATHOM BblAENsNoch NMUO AHUCUMOBA C B3bEePOLUEHHBIMU KITOYbSIMU BOJIOC Y C YEPHBIMU TEHSIMU
Ha ckynax u nog rnasamu. MNucatb 6bIN0 TPYAHO, NEpo ABa pasa BbICKAKMBANIO U3 OKOYEHENbIX
nanbueBs, 1 3To 6yauno B AHMCMMOBE OCTpoe, riybokoe YyBCTBO XarnocTu k cebe.

CHavarna eMy ka3anocb, YTO MOTyT NOMeLlaTb, a HYXXHO HanucaTb MHOIO M NOTOMY Haa0
ToponuTbes. o BpeMeHam OH OCTpbIM, BbICTPLIM B3rfs40M NOCMaTpUBarn B OKHO, rae Tenepb
HENoOABWXKHO, CMMHOMN K OKHY CTOSIN ANVHHBIN cepblin conaaT, o6nokoTUMBLUMIACS Ha pyxbe. Ha cepyto
CNWHY ero LWMHENW yXxe nagan siBCTBEHHbIV CEpbI CBET yTpa.

«Mwunas Cawa», — Hanucan AHUCMMOB, C TPYAOM, XOTS M Ka3anocb CBETNO, pasnuyas 6ykBbl, U HE
3Harn, 4YTo nNucaTb Aanble. Huyero Hemnb3s ObINo BbipasnTb, NOTOMY YTO HA4o 6biNo BbIpa3nTb U TO
pagoCTHOE YYBCTBO, KOTOPbIM OH NPOXWUIT 3T AeCATb AHEN, U TOT XaoC, OTHEHHLIN 1 KpOBaBbIN, U
CMepTb NIOAEN, N yXKac ero 0 ANHOKOW NocneaHen Houn, 1 To Henenoe n 6e3yMHoe, YTO OOSTKHO
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ObINO COBEPLUNTLCS C HAM, U Kydy YepHbIX LUNan, 1 3aKkoYeHeBLUME KONEeHW, TopYyallne U3 cHera, u
TO, YTO OH YXXe He YBUOUT ee 1 AeTewn, 1 CBoK 6ecnoMoLLHOCTb, U CBO XarnocTb k cebe, 1 To rope,
B KOTOPOM €My XOTerocb ee obnackaTtb 1 yTeLWNTb, T€ Crne3bl, KOTOPbIE CTanM HaMNOMHATL ero
rnasa, ckaTblBaTbCs MO WekaMm, UCxydanbiM U XONoAHbIM, U NagaTk Ha KNoYoK ero nocneaHero
nucbma.

N 310 ObINO HEBO3MOXHO, U yXKac 3TON HEBO3MOXHOCTM Bbi3Bas B HEM HeBbIPpa3nMyHro rpyCTtb.

— [ocnogu, Nocnogu... Mocnogu!.. 3a 4To Xe MeHda Tak MmyyatoT?.. Hy, 3a 4T0?.. 3awwenTarn OH,
XBaTasCb 3a CBOM BCKINOKOYEHHbIE BOMOCHI, U 3annakan. Y gonto nnakan, oCTaHOBUBLLUMMUCS
rnasamu rnsias B OKHo, B 6enoe, ganekoe, 6esyvyactHoe Hebo.

Ero pacctpensinu B BoceMb 4acoB yTpa.

MocnegHwe BUOEHNA €ro CHa C MrHOBEHHOW BbICTPOTOM CAUIIUCE C AENCTBUTENBHOCTLIO: eMY
MPUCHUIOCH, YTO OH NEe3€eT NO KaKkOMY-TO CTPaLLHO Y3KOMY 3EMJIAIHOMY KOPUAOPY, Ne3eT Ha XMBOTE,
C TPYAOM, M YeM fanblie, TEM KOPMAOP CTAaHOBUTCS YXe, N Ne3Tb Bce TpyaHee n TpyaHee. Ho oH
BCe-Taku Nnes3eT 1 3HaeT, YTO He Ne3Tb Henb3s. C3aam 3emMns OcbinaeTcs ¢ KaXkablM LLarom, 1 oH
YyBCTBYET, YTO TaM yxe rnyxas cteHa. OH neseT, a YyBCTBO KaKOro-To HEBEAOMOrO, rpsayLLero
Hen3bexXHOro y)xaca Bce CunbHee 1 cunbHee AaBuT eMy rpyab. EMy yxxe TpyaHo ablwaTh, OH Xo4eT
no KpanHen Mepe KPUKHYTb, 4TOObl XOTb KPUKOM paccesiTb 3TOT HEBbLIHOCUMBbIV yXKac, U BAPYr BUOUT
nepen coboto, BCEro Ha CaXxeHb PacCTOSAHUS, MPUMIOCHYTYO CEPYHO rOSIOBY C HEMOABUKHbBIMU
Y3KMMW 3efIEHOBATbIMK rNa3kamu, a 3a HeW ASIMHHOE CKOJb3KOe Tero, Ha KOTOpOM 6recTuT cnabbii
NnoA3eMHbIN CBET. «ATO rpemyyas 3ames!» — ¢ HeBOOOPa3MMbIM Y>KaCoM KPUYUT eMy KTO-TO B YLLIW,
N OH YyBCTBYET, Kak BOIOCbI TUXO LUeBenaTcst Ha ronoBe. OH CygopOXHO NSATUTCS Hasag. Ho c3aam
yXe pbixnas, HenpoHuuaemas cteHa. OH B yace ObeTcs B Hee, B3pbIBaeT ee Horamu, Lapanaer,
O6beT. Ho oHa pbixna, 6e3onbHa 1 Heogonuma. OH cTapaeTcs 3apbiTbCs B HEE, HE BUAETD,
3aKpbIBaET rnasa, HO YK€ CbILWWT NErknin, TAaMHCTBEHHbIN CBUCT U BUOWUT, AICHO BUOUT CKBO3b
3aKpbITble BEKM, YTO MPUMIOCHYTas rofioBa C 3eN1eHOBaTbIMK FMa3kaMuy yXKe He NEeXKUT, a
MeASIEHHO-MeASIEHHO CKOMNb3UT K HEMY MO 3eMrie, U 3a HEN MPOTMBHO CTPYMUTCHA ANMHHOE CKOMb3Koe
cepoe Teno. B cTpawHOM nocrnegHemM OT4asiHMM OH OTKPbIBAET rnasa...

Mepea HUM CTOSAN BbICOKMI Xyaon oduLIEp B CEPOV LUMHENN U, MSAs eMy NPsIMO B rnasa cepbiMu
XONoAHbIMU 3paykamm, roBOpUn:

— Hy, BctaBanTte... rocnoguH A...HUCUMOB. MNMoxanynTe!

AHMCMMOB ObICTPO NPUMNOAHANCS HA NOKTE U OCTPbLIMU rMaskamMu NpUcTanbHO YCTaBUIICS B NULO
ocmuepy. MNoTom BAPYr 3acyeTuncst u BCTan ¢ AernoBbiM U Cepbe3HbIM BUOOM.

— Pa3sBe yxe nopa? — TOpOonnMBO CMPOCUI OH.
Odmuep KpnBO yCMEXHYCS.
— H-pa...

AHMCUMOB 3acyeTurica eule Bonblue n cTan uckatb CBOHO cbypa>|<|<y Ee He Obino Ha anBaHe, He
ObIno Ha ctone. AHUCMMOB 6eCTOSKOBO U TOPOMJIMBO Wapun BOKpyr, 1 eMy Obino CTpaHHoO,
MY4YUTESIbHO HEJTOBKO, YTO OH 3aep>XXUBaeT. PyKl/I Y HEero gpoxarnu, rnasa beranu.

— Hy, Bbl CKOp0O? — cepanTo cnpocun oduuep.
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— Cenyac... TyT warnka...
— [la Bce paBHO, MOXHO 1 6e3 wanku! — HeTepnenveso Bo3pasun oduuep.
AHNCUMOB ONSATb BbLICTPO B3rMsHYN eMy B rnasa 1 noTynuIics.

— [a, Bnpoyem, BCe paBHO... — TOPOMJMBO, kak 6yATo Npo cebsi, BLIrOBOPUIT OH B CTOPOHY.
Bouapwunocb kopoTkoe Mon4yaHue, 1 BAPYr Y ocumuepa SBCTBEHHO 3a4poXKanu ryosbi.

AHMCUMOB TUXO NOBES rfasamum n BCTpeTuincd co CTpaHHbIM, KaK 6y,£I,TO 4ero-t1o He NoOHMMarLwmnm n
pacTtepdaHHbIM B3rnagom. Ho Tak >xe MrHOBEHHO L0 ocbmu,epa PEe3KO N3AMEHWNIOCb.

— Hy!.. — KopoTKOWM cTpaLHO rpybo BLIKPUKHYIT OH, MOPbLIBUCTO AEPHYB FONTIOBON K ABEPM.
AH/CUMOB B34POrHYs, CyOOPOXKHO NOKPUBUIICA U, HE MMSAs Ha oduuepa, WwarHyn snepea.

Korga ero BbiBenu Ha nnatgopMy 1 Kyvka ouLepoB 1 congaTt Mofva ycTaBunach Ha Hero,
AHUCUMOB ONATb B3APOrHY M M NoMopLumncst 6onesHeHHo-cTpaHHo. Bug y Hero 6bin 60nbHON 1
N3MYYEeHHbIW, MO Cepo, rnasa BBanunCb U BOMOCbI CTOSININ TOPYKOM BO BEC CTOPOHbI.

ToT e oduuep, KOTopbl pa3byann ero, YTo-TO ckasar, U U3 PSAOB CONAaT BbILLNW ABeHaauaTb
YyernoBek U cTanu no3aam AHncrmoBa. Torga AHUCMMOB pacTepPSIHHO YrbIOGHYCS, NoBen rnasamm
KPYrom v ckasan Xpunro v HEBHSITHO:

— [ocnoguH odomuep... Oduruep meaneHHo obepHyncs:
— Yro Takoe?

— 4 He 3Hal0... — C TpyaoMm 3aroBopust AHUCUMOB, BCe CTpagasibuYeckn n Kak 6yaTo KOH(y3nmBo
ynbibascb. — MoxeT BbITb, MOXHO BCe-Taku NMMCbMO. ..

OauH 13 cTodaBLLMX PAAOM OPULEPOB, TONCTLIN U YEPHOYCbIN, MOpLLACL, OTBETUIST:
— [NpaBo... Tenepb yxe... Korga xe Tenepob...

— A yxe Hanucan...

— A... Hy, Tak 4to xe?

— Henb3s nn nocnatb... N0 agpecy?..

— Mocnatb?.. fa... iBaHOB, BO3bMW... — CEpAUTO M KOPOTKO OTBETUN TONCTbIA odurLep, U ero
KOpOTKag Lesi Hanunacb KpOBbHO.

N3 psigoB BbicTynun pabon 6enoycoin eppenTop. AHUCMMOB 3aCyHyI PyKy 3a nasyxy n gocran
NMNCbMO, TPA3HOE U CKOMKaHHOe.

— lMoxanyuncra... — TUX0 NONPOCUI OH.

W korga ero yBogunu, OH 4OMro 1 rpyCTHO MOCMOTPES Ha 3TOT KIoYok 6enon 6ymaru, KoTopyto
edpenTop BaHOB TWaTEeNbHO 3acoBLIBan 3a obLunar CBoen cepomn LWNHENN.

Ero npoBenu Ha maneHbkoe knaabdulle, nexasluee B NOfyBepcTe OT CTaHUUU. Tam ObIno nycTo u
TUX0; Genenn XonMMUKN MO U YEPHENM KPUBbIE, MOKOCUBLLMECS KPECTbl. TOHKME M NneYarnbHble,
CTOSINN HENoABWXHblEe 6epeskn C TOHEHbKUMMU, Y30PHLIMU BETOUYKAMMU.

OHun wnun Hegonro. AHUCUMOB Len cpeou congat OAuH. Len oH Tak MOKOPHO, TOYHO KTO-TO
CUIbHbIN €ro Kpenko Aepxarn 3a JTOKOTb U BEJl, Ny HEro He ObINO cKn He TONbKO COMpoOTUBIATLCA,
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HO Aaxe AymaTtb O TOM, Kyaa OH uaet. Hu Bonu, HM SICHOro, 300pOBOro pasyma B HEM Yke He Obino.
OH cMOTpen BOKPYr SPKUMU, BCEBUASALLUMMU, KaxKabI MYCTSK OTMeYatoLLMMK rnasamu, 1 B ronose
€ro CTpaHHO MenbKana MbICIb, YTO BCE 3TO HE CTPALUHO, YTO CTOMT TONbKO COXPaHUTb Hag cobo
BOJIO M NOMNHOE CO3HaHMEe KaxaoWn MenbyainLlen YacTulbl MIHOBEHUS, — U He ByaeT HW CTpaLlHo,
HW 60OMbHO, N BCE& KOHYUTCH NPOCTO U NErko.

«BbICTpenaT n yobtoT... TOMBbKO 1 BCEro. YT0 X TyT... TAKOro yxacHoro? Bce o4eHb NpocTo m
OObIKHOBEHHO...»

Ho Obino My4YnTensHO MMEHHO TO, YTO HMKAK He yaaBanocb Bce BUAETb M Cco3HaBaTb. Kaxaas
Menoub: PbRKMIA canor congaTa, Wealwero Bnepean, CUHeBa Ha CHEXXHOM rOpU30oHTe, Aareko B
6enom none yepHetoLwasa Touka, BOpobbu, crieTesLllne ¢ Joporu 1 obcbinaslumMe 3akavyaBLUNNCA
YepHbI KyCcT, 6enbli CBET, CKpMN CHera nog Horamu, — BeC OTYETNMBO pe3aro rnasa, Ho B obLiem
HUYEro He Nosny4arnocb, U B MO3ry Obifia NycToTa, TOMHO yTepsiHa ye Oblinia kakasi-To camast
rnaBHas obuwiasi cBsa3b, 6€3 KOTOpPOW BCe OBarnbHOE OblfIo HE3HAYNTENTBHO, MENKO U MEPTBO. ..
AHMCMMOB ONYCTWUIT FTOFIOBY U CTan CMOTPETL NOA4 HOTW, Ha crneabl PE3NMHOBbLIX Kanow oduvuepa, u
CMOTpEn Tak BHMMATENbHO, TOYHO OT 3TOro 3asuceno Bce. OH NOAHAN rofnoBy TONbKO Toraa, koraa
€ro OCTaBUIIN O[HOTO.

Bbino nyCcTO N XOJNTOA4HO. 7 pAaa cepbixX congart, ocbmu,epos N HanpaseJiEHHbIE NMPAMO B HEIO PYyXbd HE
I'IpVI6aBJ'I$IJ'II/I HUYEero K 3TuM nNycTtoTe 1 xonoay.

AHMCUMOB NOCMOTPEN Ha conaat. Bce oHW, NoBepX AMMHHBIX Ay, CMOTPENM NPSIMO Ha Hero, 1 OH
BAPYr CTan BUAETb TONbKO OAMH 3TOT psii Pa3HOLBETHbIX, MCNYraHHbIX U HEMOHATHLIX rnas. Bece
ocTaribHOe UCYe3no, U B 3Ty KOPOTKYO CEKyHAY, MeXay KoMaHAon 1 3annomM, AHUCMMOB nogyMar ¢
MIHOBEHHOW SICHOCTbIO M OTYETNIMBOCTbIO:

«/M He Hago mMeHs y6l/|BaTb M MHE HEe Hado ymMupaThb... Bcem CTpaLllHO, YTO MEHA cenvac y6blOT, HO
MeHA y6b|-0T... OTO OTTOro, YTO Y M€HA HET TaKoro CrioBa, KOTOpbIM A MOTr Obl NokasaTb UM BECb
y>Kac U TOCKY 3TOro...»

ThICAYM OrHEHHbIX CIOB MOSTHUSIMU M300PO3A4MIN E€r0 MO3T; B HEBEPOSITHOM YCUIMM YTO-TO CKa3aTb,
AHUCUMOB Noaarncs Bnepes U CyLOopPOXXHO OTKPbIS poOT.

OH Byaen ewe MrHoBeHHbIN GrieaHbI OroHb, HO He CribiXarn 3anna, a ToNbKO NoYyBCTBOBAI, Kak
BCKMHYIN pyKamu 1 yoapuncs NMLoM o TBepablii CHEr, U eLLe NMOHSAT, YTO BCe KOHYEHO U NMPOM3OLLINIO
YTO-TO COBEPLLEHHO 1 HaBceraa HemnonpaBnMOe.

TpeCK py)KeﬁHbIX BbICTpPEJIOB MEnKoW ﬂp06bl0 aaneko otTneTen B rnore. B3D,pOFHyJ'II/I TOHEeHbKNne
6epe3|<l/|, M BOPOHa, cnaesLlad Ha garnbHeEM KpecCTe, B3bepOLLUNB YEPHbIE€ KPblJibA, B3rieTesia BBepX
1, TOYHO Nagad, HA3KO Haa CHErom norieterna npoyb OoT nogen.

ConpgaTbl, ONYCTMB PYXXbS U PacKpbIB NOCMHEBLLME IyBbl, 6ECCMbICIIEHHO CMOTPENW Ha TPy, U
ObINO TMXO, NOKa nerkasi ApoXb B HOCKE NEeBOro canora He npekpatunack. KpoBb 6bICTPO
BrUTbIBanack B Genblii CHer, U Ha HeM TOPOMMMBO pacnnbiBanack B 6ecpopMeHHoe po3oBoe
naTHO. MNMepenaykaBLUMCh B 3Ty KPOBb, COnAaTthbl OTTawunmn Tpyn AHMCMMOBA K KaHaBe 1 TaM
3apbInu.

KpoBaBoe nsATHO 3abpocany CHerom, HO OHO ONsATb NpocoYmrock. [lonrasi 3MMa NoKpbina ero
CHeramu, Ho BECHOI OHM CTasinu, U nobypeBLuee NATHO CHOBa MOSIBUNOCH HEHAAOMIO, YTOObI
BMECTE CO CHEerom, nog pagocTHbIMM Jly4amMm SPKOro COSHLA, pacTasTb U YIUTU B PbIXITYHO KMUBYIO
3eMro.
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