


Muxann ApubiballeB

Cmex

3a oKHOM paccTunanuck norns. Pbikue 3eneHble 1 YepHble NONoChl TAHYNUCH O4HA PSAOM C APYroun,
YXOAMNW BAanb M CMBanMCb TaM B TOHKOE KpY>KEBHOE MapeBo. Bbino Tak MHOro ceeTa, Bo3ayxa u
6e36peXHON NyCTOTbl, YTO CTAHOBUIIOCHL TECHO B CBOEM COBCTBEHHOM Y3KOM, ManeHbKOM U
TSKenom Tene.

[OKTOp CTOSIN y OKHAa, CMOTPEn Ha nonsa u gyman:

«Beagb BOT...»

CmoTpen Ha nTul, KOTopble BbICTPO U NErko YHOCUNUCL BAArb, U AyMart:
«Jletat!..»

Ho Ha nTuy emy BbINo nerde cMoTpeTb, YeM Ha nons. OH cympayHo Habnwgan, Kak OHn
YMeHbLUan1ch 1 Tasnu B ronybom npocTope, 1 yTelan cebs:

«He yneTtuTe... He 34ecb, Tak B APYrom MecTe... BCe paBHO caoxHeTe!..»

A pagoCTHO 3eneHetoLme Nonst HABOAUMM Ha HEro YXXe MOSHYK TOCKY, TOMUTENbHYHO U1
B6es3HagexHyo. OH 3Han, 4YTO 3TO Y>K — BEYHO.

«Bce 310 HeObLIKHOBEHHO cTapo! — cepanTo nepebmBan OH CBOM MbICNU. — JTO elle Koraa
ckasaHo: ,M nycTb y rpoboBOro Bxoa... Kpacok BEYHOK CUSATb... paBHOAYLLHAs npupoaa...“ 31o
yxxe gaxe nowno!.. [laxe rnyno gymatb 06 atom! A Bcerga cumtan cebsa ropasgo ymHee w...
BMpOYEM, BCE 3TO NMYyCTHAKM... [la... 9TO COBEPLUEHHO BCE PaBHO, YTO Obl 1 HX AyMmarn... BCe paBHO:
He B TOM efo, 4YTO s NO 9TOMY NOBOAY NogyMaroy.

CTtpapanbyecku moplLiacb U NoAepruBasi rofioBOKM, JOKTOP OTOLLEN OT OKHA M cTan Tyrno CMOTPeTb
Ha 6enyto CTeHy.

B ronoBse ero, coBepLUEHHO MOMMMO Er0 BOMM U CO3HAHWS, POXAanuch, BCMMbIBanK, Kak ny3blipbkiu
BO34yxa B MyTHOW BoAe, Nonanunck 1 pacnnbliBanucb GbICTPO 0AHa 3a APYroi Te caMble MbICIH,
KOTOpble B nocriegHee BpeMsi cTanu obblYHbIMUK Ast Hero. VIMeHHO B nocneaHee BpeMsi, Nocre Toro
Kak B IeHb CBOEr0O POXAEHUSI OH BAPYT MOHSM, YTO eMy yXKe LIEeCTbAECHT MNATb NEeT U YTO Tenepb yxe
HaBepHOE OH CKOpPO YMpeT. To HE340POBLE, KOTOPOE OH YyBCTBOBAI Nepes TeM LenbixX ABe
Hegenu, ewe 6onblue HarnoMHUIO eMY O HEM3BEXHON HeOBXOAUMOCTU NEPEXNUTL TY MUHYTY, O
KOTOPOW OH U paHblue 6e3 3amupaHusl cepaua He Mor AyMaTb.

«A Begb bygeT, bygeT... ogHa aTa coTasi cekyHAbl, korga HacTtaHeT camblvi nepenom!.. [No aTy
CTOPOHY CEKYHObl — XW3Hb, S, @ M0 Ty — YXXe HNYEro... Tak-Taku COBEPLUEHHO HN4Yero?.. He moxeTt
6bITh!.. TyT Kakas-HMByab owmnbkal.. Begb 3710 ,depecyyp” yacHo...»

A Tenepb OH YX COBEPLUEHHO ACHO MNOHA, YTO HUKaKOM OLLUNOKK HET, YTO BOT-BOT M HAYHETCH 3TO.

N kaxxgbii pas, Korga y Hero 3abonesarna ronosa, rpyab UNn XXenyaok, Koraa Horv Unm pyku 6sinm
cnabee 06bI4HOIO, EMY NPUXOAMIO B FONOBY, YTO MMEHHO Ternepb OH HauMHaeT ymupaTb. W aTa
MbIC/b Gblnia o4eHb NpocTa, COBEPLUEHHO BEPOSITHA M NOTOMY HECTEPNUMO Yy)XKacHa.

Ho camoe My4YunTenbHOE Ha4asrlioCb TOraa, Korga oH, 3006u.|,e Mano 1 HEBHUMAaTENbHO YNTaBLUUMN,
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npoyern B O4HOW KHUre Ty MbICIb, YTO KakK HY BENWKO pa3Hoobpasune B Npupoae, a Bce-Taku paHo
UM NO3AHO KOMOUHALMSA AOMKHA MOBTOPUTLCS M CO34aThb TaKoe Xe CyLLecTBO U Aaxe To caMoe
nonoxexve aen. B nepByto MUHYTY eMy gaxe ctano kak OyaTo nerye, Ho yxe B criegytollee
MrHOBEHMWE OH NpuLLen B GeLIeHCTBO.

«Hy pa... kombuHauus... HAYTO HE HOBO NOJ, COSMHLEM... TaK... 1 O4EHb XOPOLLO 3Hato, YTO No3aaun
MEHS TaKasi ke BEYHOCTb, Kak U Bnepeau; 3Ha4nT, 1 caM Tenepb — TONbKO NOBTOPHAas
KomMOMHauus... A Beb 1 POBHO HUYEro HE MOMHIO O NEPBON KOMOMHALUMW. .. U BbIXOAUT, YTO AEN0 He
BO MHe, a B koMbuHaumu!.. Kak ke 310?.. Beab 51 YyBCTBYHO, KaK HEM3MEPUMO BaXKHO TO, YTO, S
XMBY, KaK 9TO My4YMTESNbHO U NPEKPACHO... BeAb BCE, YTO S BUXY, CrbILLY, HIOXal0 gaxe,
CyWecTBYeT AN151 MEHS1 TONbKO NOTOMY, YTO A BUXY, CIbiLy, HIOXat0... MOTOMY YTO Y MEHS eCTb
rnasa, ywm, Hoc... 3Ha4nT, 9 — rpoMageH, s nomeLato B cebe Bce 1 cBepx Toro ewle ctpagato!.. U
BOpyr kombuHaums!.. O, yept!.. Kakoe MHe geno o kombuHaumm, 6yab oHa npoknsaTal.. 3T1o xe
HECTEPMNUMO... YXKACHO... BbITb TONbKO NOBTOPSAIOLLENCH, C U3BECTHBIM NPOMEXYTKOM BPEMEHMU,
KomOuHaumen!..»

N pokTop YyBCTBOBanN CTPaLLHYH, HEYTONIMMYH HEHABUCTb K TOMY BOOGpakaeMomy YeroBeky,
KOTOpPbIA TaM, korga-To, OyAeT TakuMm, Kak OH.

«A Bedb 3TO Tak 1 OyaeT: NOBTOPSIIOTCS XXe MbICIN YENOBEYECKME, U KaK eLlle YacTo NOBTOPSIOTCS. ..
MOBTOPUTCS, 3HAYUT, N YENOBEK... a-a-a! [laxxe Mou MbICNN, MOV CTPaaHUsi BOBCE HE BaXkHbl, U He
HY>XHbl HMKya, MOTOMY YTO TO )K€ CaMO€e C OAMHAKOBbLIM YCNEXOM NepeayMmatoT 1 NepeyyBCcTBYOT
eLe MUNMNNOHbI BCAKMX KOMOMHaUMIA... O-o4eHb NpUSTHO, YepT Obl Bac apan!..»

W cocTosiHne aoKkTopa yxyalanoch AeHb OTO AHS M, OXOAS Mo HoYaMm A0 rannoumMHauuin, ctano
yXXe CMMOoLWHbIM KoLMapoM cTpagaHus. CHUNack eMy TONbKO ero CMepTb, MOXOPOHbI,
BHYTPEHHOCTb MOTUIbI; MHOrAa AN pasHoobpasnst CHUNOCh, YTO OH NorpebeH 3aXXMBO, CHUMNNCH
elLe NoYeMy-To YepTu, B KOTOPbIX OH TBEPAO He Bepun. [IHEM OH yXKe MOCTOSIHHO Aymar Ha OAHY U
TY Xe Temy:

«OpraHnsm paspyliaeTtcs...»

OH 3ameyan 370 B TOM, 4TO eMy TSbKeno B30MTU Ha NecTHULY 60MnbHULbI, YTO eMy NPUXOAUTCSH
WHOrga KpsiXTeTb, BCTaBasa unu Harmbadacs. OT ayM y Hero Hayanacb 6eccoHHuua, a 6eccoHHuLa,
Kak eMy Kasanocb, Obina npeacMepTHbIM SIBNEHNEM.

Kak pas npoLwsyr Ho4b OH BOBCE He cnarl, h OTTOro y Hero B royioee ObINO TOYHO TSXKENoe n
yrapHoe noxmersbe.

Te mbicnu, KOTOpPbIE NpoLUSin B 3TN Yachbl BecuenbHOro nexaHus B HarpeBLueVlc;l NUNKOW nocTtenu,
noa KpukK n cMex cymaclieguunx s 6yIZHOI2 nanarte, ObinNu Tak OMEepP3NTESIbHO CTPaLUHbl, YTO OOKTOP
Aaxe onun n obmaHbiBan camoro cebs, cTapadcb AymMaTb, 4TO HUYEro He NOMHUT.

Ho 310 emy He yaaBanocbk: TO 04Ha, TO Apyras MbICMNb BCMfbiBana 1, kKa3anocb, O4eHb OTYETIIMBO
oTneyaTbiBanacb Ha 6enown cteHe. B KOHLe KOHLOB OH TakuM BCMNOMHUA TO, Yero 6onbLue Bcero
cTapancs He BCMOMUHATL: Kak Xy4OXXeCTBEHHO SICHO NpeacTaBUIiCs eMy NpoLEecc pasnoXeHus, Ta
CNn3b U FTHUIMb, KOTOPbIE NOMy4YaTCsa U3 Hero, NPeACTaBUIUCh TONCTbIE, NeHMBbIE, 6enble Yepsu,
pacnyxwume oT ero rHos... OH Bcerga 6osinca yepsen. A oHn 6yayT nonsatb BO pTy, B rfnasax, B
HOCY 1 Be3ge...

— KoHeu4Ho, 9 He Byay Toraa HUYero 4yBcTBoBaTb! — CepanTo 3akpuyan LOKTOP — rPOMKO, Ha BCHO
KoMHaTy. F'onoc y Hero 6bin NPOH3UTENbHLIN.

denbaliep oTBOPUI ABEPb, MOCMOTPEN Y 3aTBOPWS.

«bblBaeT Tak BOT: neuunT, neuvT, ga n cam Torol..» — noayman oH n c 6onbwnm YAOBOJIbCTBUEM,
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NMOTOMY YTO eMy ObINO CTPALLHO CKY4YHO, NMOLIen cka3aTb ApYromy enballepy, YTo CTapLUni,
KaXXeTCsl, «TOro».

Korga oH 3aTBOpsn ABEepb, OHAa NUCKMIMBO CKPUMHYNa.
[loKTOp MOCMOTPEN Yepes OYKM.
— 'M... B YeM eno? — Cnpocun oH cepanTo.

Ho oTToro, 4to ABEpPb Mon4Yana, OH C pasapaXxeHuem noAdoLlen K Hell, OTBOPWUN v nowien no
KOpPWUOOPY M MO NecTHMLEe BHU3, B Ty nanary, Kyaa TONbKo BYepa Be4epoM nocaamnnym HoBoro
naumeHTa.

K HEMY 1N OaBHO Hado ObINo cxoauTb, HO Tenepb OH noLuest BOBCe He Mo obda3aHHOCTK, a noTomy,
YTO OCTaBaTbCA OHOMY Obino y>X€ COBCEM CKBEPHO.

CymaclieaLwmnn, B XXenToM xanaTte 1 Konnake, XoTs emy MOXHO Obino 0CTaBaTbCsA U B CBOEM
nnartbe, Cuaen Ha KpoBaTU M CambIM pacCyauTeNbHbIM 06pPa30M CMOPKarncsi B HOCOBOW MaTok.
[loKkTOp BOLLEN O4YEHb OCTOPOXHO, AaXe kak byaTo HeLOBEPUMBO, HO CyMacLueawmii NoOCMOTpen Ha
HEero Beceno n apyxentbHo.

— A, 3gpaBcTBYynTe! — ckasan oH. — Bbl, KaxeTcs, cTapmnn Bpad?
— 3apaBcTBYNTE, — OTBETUN LOKTOP, — S CTApLUNIA Bpay.
— OueHb npusaTHo... Cagntech, noxanymncra, — nobe3Ho npurnacun cyMmacLllenmnn.

[lokTop npucen Ha cTyn, Nnoaymar, NOCMOTPEN Ha ronble, BblIKpalleHHbIE CEpPOWi KPaCKoW CTEHbI,
MOTOM Ha XanaTt cymaclueLero U ckasan:

— Kak Bawe 3gopoBbe? Cnanu?..

— Cnan, — OXOTHO OTBETUN cymaclueawmn, — novyemy 6ol MHe 1 He cnaTb? CnaTtb cneayer... A
BCerga o4eHb XOPOLUO ChIlio.

[okTop onaTb nogymarn.

— [Ha... Ho, 3HaeTe, HOBOe MecCTO... Kpnyat ToXe y Hac TyT...

— Kpuyat? A He cnbixan... £, K c4acTbto, JOKTOP, O4eHb NNoXOo cnbiwy... OH 3acmesncs.
— bbiBaeT, 4To 1 He crnblwaTb — cyacTbe... [JoKTop MallnHaNbLHO OTBETUIT:

— bbiBaer...

CymacuweaLwmi nodecasn nepeHoCuHy.

— Bbl, JOKTOp, KypuTe? — CNpOCUI OH.

— Her.

— XKanb, a 10 661 1 NONPOCKN NANUPOCOYKY. ..

— Bam kypuTb Henb34... 3HaeTe...

— Ax ga... s Bce 3abbiBato... He NPUBbIK eLle... — ONATb YNbIGHYNCS CyMaclueaLlmnin.

OHM nomMonyanu.
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OKHO ObINO C peLLeTKoM U OOBOSbHO FYCTOW, HO BCE-TakM CBET TaK U NUICA B KOMHATY, U OTTOrO
ObINo BOBCE HE MpayHO, kKak Bceraa B 6onbHMLAX, a O4eHb AaXe pafgoCTHO U YIOTHO.

— [MNpekpacHasa komHaTa! — GnarocknoHHO ckasan OOKTop.

— [la, oueHb BeceneHbkas KOMHaTKa... A gaxe He oxuaan... H, 3HaeTe, HAKOraa paHblue B
cymaclleawem aomMe He 6biBan u npeactaensn ero cebe ropasgo... COBCEM HeE TakMM... a TyT
Hu4ero... Ml ecnu Hegonro, To A gaxe... Hu4ero... A?

CymacLueLunin nckaTtenbHO 3arnsiHyn CHU3Y B rnasa AoKTopa, HO yBUAE TOMbKO
HENpPOHULLIAEMO-C1HME CTEKINA O4YKOB M TOPONIMBO Npnbaswus:

— Hy ga... ga... 4 noHnmato... 06 3ToM crpalumBaTb... TOMbKO 3HaeTe, YTO S BaM CKaxy, JOKTOP?
— BAPYT OXKMBNSACH, CNPOCUIT OH.

— A? YT10? BTO MHTEPECHO, — MaLLMHAaNbLHO NPOroBOPUIT AOKTOP.

— Kak TonbKo 5 BbIay 13 60nbHULBI, 9 NepBbIM AeroM Bce pebpa nepenomato TeMm CBOUM
GnaronpuATenam, KOToOpble MEHS ctoga NPUCTPOUNN... — C Becenomn 3nobon ckasarn cymacLlleaLlmnm,
1 ero AoBosfbHO 6e306pa3Hoe NUL, BCe B BECHYLLKAaX, MEPEKOCUIOChH.

— Hy 3auyem xe?.. — BSNO BO3pasun AOKTOP.

— A 3artem, uto gypaku!.. Beab 310 Xe yepT 3HaeT YTo Takoe!.. Kakoro yepta oHU nonesnun He B
cBoe geno!.. OHO KOHEeYHO, BCe paBHO, a BCe-Takn Ha cBoboade He B NpUMep Becernee...

— Marno nv yero... — BOPYr CEPAMTO ckasan LOKTOp.
— [la Beab S pOBHO HM4Yero AypHoro He aenan! — po6ko Bo3pasun cyMacLleaLwmnii.
— Hy... — HeonpeaeneHHo Havan 4OKTOop.

— W He coenan 6bl! — nocnelwHo nepebun cymacweawmin. — CKaxuTte, noxanymncra, ¢ Kakon bl
cTaTu 4 cTan genarb 3110 KoMy 6bl TO HM 661107 Ecnn 6b1 4 6bin Ankapb v XoTb TUT TUTbIM
Kakon-HMbyab, a 1o 9, en-bory, Bcerga Obln 4OCTAaTOYHO UHTENNUIEHTHBLIM ANl TOro, YToObl He
oLLyLaTb HAKAKOro yaoOBONbCTBUS HU OT KpaXkun, HU OT YOMINCTBA, HX OT BCEro Takoro!..

— bonbHOM YenoBek... — Ha4yan gOKTop.
CymacLueaLumim cKpuBmuiica N TpAXHYN rofioBor ¢ OCaf0mn U CKyKOWN.

— A, l'ocnogu!.. bonbHon!.. A, KOHEYHO, He CTaHy Bac yBepsTb, YTO A 300POB: BCE PaBHO He
nosepuTe... Ho TonbKo Kakom xe 5, K 4epTy, 6onbHON?..

— HoBbl K HE300pPOBbl, — OCTOPOXXHO, HO BHYLUNTESTIbHO OTBETUI1 JOKTOP.

— YeM? — nopbIBUCTO CNpocun cyMmacegnm. — Y MeHs HU4ero He 60nunT, n 9 cpaBHUTENBHO
Aaxke B XOpPOLLEM pacnofioXeHUn ayxa, 4To A9 MeHs Bceraa 6b110 peakocTbio. .. AX, OKTOp,
pokTop... Xal.. Kak pa3 Torga MeHa nocagunu B cymacluewmim OM, Koraa s OTKPbIN 3Ty LUTYKY...
Xa-apoLuyto WTyKy, AoKTop!

— A... 310 NOBONLITHO, — NogHMMas GpPOBK, 3aMeTUN AOKTOP, U €ro OCTPOE NMLIO HAaNOMHMIO
MOpAY 3aMHTEPECOBAHHON cobaku.

— Ewe 6bl...

Cymacluewmnn Bopyr 3acMesifics, BcTar, OTOLWEN K OKHY U AOMro Mofya CMOTpesn npsiMo
HaBCTpe4y cosHLy. [JoKTOp TOXe Monya CMOTPeNn eMy B CNVHY. [psi3HO-XKeNTbIA XanaT OT CoNnHua
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obpuncoBarncs 30510TON KarMOWn.
— £ Bam cemnyac 310 CKaxy, — 3aroBopusi onATb CyMaclueALllnin, NoBopayYnBasiCb U Nogxoas.

W nuuo Y HEro Obino YK€ COBEpPLUEHHO Cepbe3HOE N AaXe KakK 6y,E|,TO rPYCTHOE, HO OT 3TOIN0 OHO
TOJIbKO CTano npudTtHee.

— Bam oyeHb He naeTt cmesATbesl, — NoYemMy-To cKasar QOKTOop.

— PasBe? — 3anHTepecoBancs cymacweawuini. — [la 9 U cam 9To 3aMeyart... U MHOrMe MHe 3TO
rosopunu... fla 8 1 He NGO CMEATLCA. ..

OH 3acmesancsa. Cmex y Hero 6bin Cyxon, AepeBSHHbIN.

— W cmetock, JOKTOp, CMEKCh OYeHb YacTo... Ho s Bam xoTen He 06 aToMm... Buaute, ¢ Tex nop kak
51 ceb6s NOMHIO MbICNALLMM YENOBEKOM, S MOCTOSIHHO AyMar O CMEPTU... U O4EHb YMOPHO...

— Ara! — rpomKo ckasan JOKTOp M CHAN o4ku. nasa y Hero okasanuch 6onbline n Takme
KpacuBble, YTO CyMacLueWwnin HeBOSIbHO 3aMonyarn.

— A BaM TaK BOT O4YKM He I/I,D,yT! — CKa3alJl OH.

— ... HET... 3TO NYCTHKN... a BOT Bbl 00 3TOM... AymMarnu, 3Ha41T, O4EHb MHOIO O CMEpPTU? —
3aToponuncs AOKTOpP. — JTO O4YeHb NBONbITHO. ..

— [a, 3HaeTe... A He Mory Bam, KOHEYHO, NepeaaTtb BCEro Toro, YTo S nepeayMart, U y> KOHEYHO
TOrO, YTO S NepeYvyBCTBOBASl... @ TONIbKO 04YeHb HEXOPOLLO 6bino!.. A, 6biBano, No Hoyam nnakarn,
Kak ManeHbKuii Manbyuk, oT cTpaxa... Bce npeacrtaensn cebe, kak 310 OyAeT... Kak s ymMpy, kak
CTHUIO U KakK B KOHLIE KOHLLOB MEHS1 COBCEM He ByaeT... Tak-Taku n He byaeT! To oYeHb TPYAHO;
MOYTM HEBO3MOXHO NpeacTaBuTb cebe... — a Bce-Taku... Tak u byaer.

JlokTOp cKoMKan B pyke Gopoay v npomonyarn.

— Hy, 370 eLle HMYEro... TO eCTb He TO, YTO «HUYEro», a Jaxe OYeHb CKBEPHO, nevarbHo,
OMEpP3UTENbHO, HO... CAMOE CKBEPHOE B TOM, YTO SI-TO YMpPY, a BC€ OCTAHETCS, OCTaHyTCs Aaxe
pe3ynbTaTbl MOEM XU3HWU... MO0 Kak Obl HX ObIN YenoBek Man, Ho eCTb Kakne-To pedynbTaThbl ero
xun3Hu!.. [la, Tak BOT... 51, NpeanonoXum, o4eHb 1 OYeHb CTpadar, s Boobpaar, Y4To y)XacHo
Ba)HO, YTO S ObIN YeCTEH UNK NoaseL, NepBON CTEMNEHU... U YTO BCe 3TO NONAET, Tak ckasaTb,
BMNPOK: MOW CTpadaHusl, MO yM, MOSi YHECTHOCTb W MOASIOCTb U Aaxe MOS rMynocTb nocnyXat ans
OyayLiero, ecnu He ANs Yero Apyroro, To XOoTb AN HAa3WAaHUs. .. BoobLle 51, Kak OKkasblBaeTCs, XOTb
W XKW, U B BEMMKOM CTpaxe CMePTU Xaarl, HO BCce 3TO BOBCE He Ansi cebs — XOTb M BooGpakato Yto
Ansi cebs, — a ans... YepT ero 3HaeT AN Yero, NoToOMY YTO U MOTOMKMU MOU TOXe BeAb He Ans cebs
oyayT *kuTb... U... 3HaeTe, 4OKTOp, Nonanacb MHe OfHa KHWXKA, a B KHUXKKE TOW MbICIb, U XOTb
MbICIb Oblna, MOXeT ObiTb, M BOBCE rfynasi, a MeHs nopasura... Tak nopasuna, 4Yto s ee Ha namMsaTb
3ayymn.

— OTO MHTEpeCcHO, — npobopmoTan JOKTop.

— Bot oHa: «[lpupoaa HeoTpasuma, en crnewwmnTb HeYero, 1 paHo U1 No3gHO OHa BO3bMET CBOeE.
OHa He 3HaeT Huyero, Hn Jobpa, HU 3na, OHa He TEPNUT HMYEro abConTHOrO, BEYHOrO, HNYEro
HEen3MeHHoro. YenoBek — ee AUTSA... HO OHAa MaTb HE TONbKO YENOBEKA, U Y HEE HET
npeanoyYTeHns: BCe, YTO OHa CO34aeT, OHa CO34aeT Ha CYeT APYroro, O4HO paspyLlaeT, YTobbl
cosgaTb Apyroe, n en Bce paBHOY...

— Tak, — rpycTHO 3amMeTun AOKTOp, HO Ceryac e CnoxBaTuscs 1, HageBasi Ovku, CTporo
npubaeun: — Hy 1 410 Xe 13 aToro?..
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CymaclueaLwmnin 3acmesrcsl, cMesifnics 4onro U 4OBOMbHO cepanTo, a Koraa nepecrar, To BO3pasun:

— [1a Hu4yero, Tak-Taku U H14ero... Bel BUANTE, Kakasa 3To rinynas MbICrib, rriynasa 4o Toro, YTo B HEeN
BOBCE HET MbICNHN... Tak — paKkTUK eCTb, @ MbICNN HET... a akT 6e3 MbICNn — ogHa rnynocTb...
MbIcnb BbIBESN 51 caM... A peLwunn, 4To Aeno ganeko He Tak No uaee, ecrvm MOXXHO Tak Bblpa3uTbCH,
npupoaa BOBCE HE He TepnuUT HMYero abCcontoTHO BEYHOrO... HAaNpoTKB: Y HEE BCE — BEYHO, BEYHO
A0 NPUTOPHOCTU, A0 0AHO06pa3ns U HAAOEANNBOCTU; HO TOMBbKO BEYHbI Y HEE He (haKTbl, a ngeu...
camasi CyTb CyLLLEeCTBOBaHUS... HEe JepeBo, a Nensax, He YerioBek, a YerioBeyecTBo, He
BNOONEHHbIN, a NoboBb, HE TEeHU N 3N04EeN, a reHManbHOCTb U 3N10A4eNCTBO... [ToHMMaeTe Bbl
MeHA?

— Mo... noHumato, — ¢ ycunmem oTBeTU LOKTOP.

— Mbl BOT € BamMu CUOMM ¥ MyYUMCS MbICIbIO O CMEPTU... Npupoae A0 Hac — HYU caMoMarenLero
Aena: Mbl 651aronosly4yHo, HMU Ha Kakue paccy>XgeHus He B3vpasi, NOMpeM, 1 Hac Kak He bbiBaro...
OYeHb MPOCTO... HO MyYeHUs HaLWK BeYHbl, BedHa ux nges. ConomoH Ne 1-in, kotopbin xun bor
3HaeT Koraa, y>KacHo My4nncsa mMblicribto o cmepTn, ConomoH Ne 2-i, koTopbin ByaeT xutb bor 3HaeT
Koraa, Toxe ByaeT y)KacHo cTpagaTb MO TOM Xe Npu4YnHe... A B NepBbI pa3 NnoLenych ¢
HeBbIpa3nMbIM HacnaXaeHeM, a Korga y MeHs yxxe rnosiBUTCA BeYyHasi KOoCcTsiHas yrblbouyka,
CcnagocCTb NepBOro Nouenys NepexmnByT ele MUIINOH MUNSTIMOHOB 1 60sbLUe BNIOOMEHHbIX. ..
COBEpPLUEHHO C TeM Xe 4YyBCTBOM... HO £, KaxkeTcs, NOBTOPSAHOCH?..

— [a-a...

— [a... Hy... TaK BOT: BO BCEM 3TON NAKOCTHOM MbICIULLKE OOHO TOSbKO 3aKIlloMeHue, — MOCKOSbKY
OHO KacaeTcs He uaewn, a pakTa, Hac C BaMu, 3HA4YUT 3TO TO, YTO NPUPOAE «BCE PABHO.
[MoHNMaeTe, Mbl eN HEe HYXHBbI, «MOE HAC» OHa BO3bMET, a YTO KacaeTCs Hac JIMYHO, TO en B
BbICLLUEWN CcTeneHu HannesaTb... W 370, n3BosbTe BUAETb, NOCNe BCEN TON MYKU, KOTOPYIO S
nepexun... Ax Tol, ctepsal.. En — Bce paBHo!.. Tak MHe-TO He Bce paBHO!.. [1neBaTb MHe Ha TO,
4YTO en Bce paBHO!.. CoBceM He Bce paBHO!

CyMaCLue,D,LUMVI 3aBu3XXall Tak rpoOMKoO, TakK NPOH3UTESIbHO, YTO OKTOP YKOPU3HEHHO, XOTA U
coBepLeHHO MallnHalribHO, 3aMeTurl.

— Hy BOT... cenvac 1 BugHo...

— U710 9 cymacweawmn?.. 3To ewle BoNpoc... Aa-c, BONpoc... Bonpocuk! A, koHe4yHo, npuwlen B
Tenaybe Bo3byXAeHWe... [ 3aKpuyar... N BCe Takoe... HO Beb YANBUTESTIbHOIO B 3TOM HUYEro HeT:
HaobopPOT — yAMBUTENBHO, YTO f0AMN, MOCTOAHHO AyMasi 0 cMepTu, 6oACch ee 40 yMONoOMpayeHus,
€[VHCTBEHHO Ha CTpaxe CMepPTM OCHOBAaB BCHO CBOIO KyIbTypy, Tak NPUIIMYHO OTHOCATCS K 3TOMY
BOMPOCY... MOrOBOPSAT YMHHO, MOrPYCTAT MENaHX0SIMYHO, MHOW pa3 BCMNSIaKHYT B HOCOBOW NyiaToyek
N NpomMonyar, 3anMyTCs KaXXabli CBOUM OerOM, OTHIOAb He HapyLlas o6LweCTBEHHON TULLNHBI... a
A... 9 AyMato, YTo 9TO OHU — cyMmacLlelwme Unm NpocTo Aypaku, ecriv MoryT nepes Takon LUTYKOW
ewe npunuums cobnogatb!..

[1OKTOp OYEHb XOPOLLO BCMOMHUI, KAk eMYy XOTEeN0oCb UHOrAa, C HECBONCTBEHHBIM €ro fetam u
CONMMOHOCTUN OXXEeCTOYEHNEM, Ha4yaTb OUTLCH FONIOBOI O CTEHY UNK KycaTb NOAYLUKY UMK pBaTb Ha
cebe BOoCHI.

— OTUM HMYEMY HE NOMOXELLUb, — YIPHOMO 3aMeTUST OH.
Cymacliealwwmmn nomonyarn.
— Hy ga... Ho Beap, korga BonbHO, XO4eTCs KpuyaTb, U Korga Kpuunilb, To byaeT nerye...

— Aa?
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— [a...
— ['m, Hy, NyCTb...

— [la n Bce-Takn camoMy nepef cobom He Tak CTbIQHO: BCe-Taku s, MOJ1, XOTb Ha TO ynotpebun
CBOI CBOOOAHYHO AyLly, 3Ty caMyto, 4TobbI KpudaTth kapayn!.. He wen, kak 6oneaH, Ha yoon... n He
obmaHbIBan cebsa Temu 6narornynoctsiMmn, KOTOpbIMU MPUHATO cebs yTewaTtb B cen bege...
YaneutensHoe geno! Yenosek No HaType — naken... BeAb NpUpoaa... OHa yXX AeNCTBUTENbHO
BEYHa, eN ecTb CMbICN AyMaTb He 0 dhakTe, a 06 ero naee, HO YerioBEK — CaM KOHEYHEE BCSKOro
dakTa, Tyaa Xe MbPKUTCA, CTapaeTcs NPeacTaBUTbCS, YTO M OH YpEe3BbIYANHO AOPOXMUT TOXKE He
drakToMm, a ngeen... MoxXHo BeAib y HacC BO BCHO XXW3Hb HYM OOHOrO JTAaCKOBOrO CrioBa HUKOMY He
ckasarTb, a fngen, Y4enoBeyecTBOo NodKUTb, M 3TO ByaeT O4EHb BENUKOSENHO, OYEHb
AobpoaeTenbHO B CaMOM fy4dLIeM CMbICNE CroBa... Tak U BUAHO: NMPUTBOPAIOTCS NOOULLKN,
XUXMKAIOT nepeq CBOMM BCEMOTyLLMM BapMHOM, KOTOPbIN UX, Kak BapaHyMkoB, xnon-xmon! — u Bce
Y HUX rae-To B rnyObuHe aywm cuaguT aTakasa Hagexauwka, MaxoHbkasi, C BOPOObUHbBIAN HOCOYEK,
Aaxe MeHbLLEe, COBCEM MEHbLLE, NOTOMY YTO 3HAET Xe, YBEPEH XKe BCAKUM U3 HAc, YTO «OCTaBb
Hagexay HaBcergar... CMAUT 9Ta Nakenckasa Hagexauwka: Hy aBoCb, aBOCh. .. HY, MOXET... HY,
Kak-HMOyAb... n Toro!.. CrnoBo «NOMUITYEeT» YXX 1 BOBCE HE NPOU3HOCUTCS, NOTOMY Y>XK CIMLLKOM
04YeBUOHO...

— Hy 1 4TO e, HaKkoHeL? — C TOCKOW CMPOCUI JOKTOP U NoTep Pyku, TOYHO EMY CTaro o4YeHb
XOMOAHO.

— W HakoHeu, TOo, YTO BO3HEHABMAEN S 3Ty camyto npupoay roplie ropbkorol.. [1HmM 1 Houm gyman:
Aa HamgeTcs e 1 Ha Tebs kKakas ynpasa, 6yab Tl npoknaTtal.. Y BuguTe, 4OKTOp, 9 4OBOJSIbHO eLe
paBHOA4YLLHO OTHECCS K NpMpoae, BHE 3eMnun, KoTopasi... 6o Begb HM YepTa B HEN S HE
NoHUMato... TO eCTb He TO, YTO HE MOHUMAtD, HO YyBCTBOBaTb HE MOry... UTO Takoe AN MeHs
3Be3aa, Hanpumep? Tbdy, n 6onblue Huvero!.. OHa — cama no cebe, 1 — cam no cebe... CNULKOM
AanbHee, OOMKHO ObITb, paccTosiHMe... A BOT 3eMHasi NpMpoaa, Ta camast, KOTOPOMW HY>KHO
3a4eM-TO NyLWNTb Hac, KaK OPELLKX, CMaKys Hawly uaeto, To eCcTb uaeto Hac... Bee, 6biBano, gymato:
KaK e Tak... Kakoe nmeeT nNpaBo KTO 6bl TO HM ObiN My4YnTb MEHS, NOTOM APYroro, a NoToM
MUMSIMOHHOIO M Tak aanee fo 6eckoHeyHocTn? MNMoyemMy-To BonbLUe BCEro MEHS CnagoCcTb NEPBOro
nouenys yrHetana: s, Mo, nouenosan pas, O4uH TONbKO ManeHbKUM pasuiK, U yXKe-TIo-THo... a
nepBbIv NoLesly Co BCEN CBOEMN NPenecTbio Tak U ocTaHeTcs, OyaeT BeYeH, BEYHO tOH U
npekpaceH... Aa v Bce ocTtanbHoe... Begb 06uaHo xe... Bbiclwas 3T1o obuaa, Takas obuaa, 4to
Xy>xxe n HeTl..

[oKTOp pacTepsiHHO CMOTpPEN Ha Hero.
— Ho koMBuHauMss MOXET NMOBTOPUTLCH, — COBCEM YKe rnyno npobopmoTan OH.
— HauxaTb MHe Ha 3Ty KoMbuHaumo! — 3aopan cymaclwewunm B nonioxnTenbHon 3nobe.

W Kpuk ero 6bin Takon rpOMKKIA, YTO MOCIIE HEr0 OHW A0SO Monyanu.

— Kak Bbl aymMmaeTte, JOKTOP, — ONATb Ha4arn cymacme,u,mmf/'l TNXO U BAYMYUMBO, €CIn Obl Bam BAPYyr
OOKasalin, 4To 3eMJiAa Halla yMUpaeT... Tak-Takn n ymmpaeT Co BCEMU CBOUMU MNMOTPOXaMu, U He
Aarnblle, KakK 3TakK Yepe3 TpUCTa Nner... «KyHA4 raHuy akkyparm»... d)bI-O!.. Ham-To, coBpeMEHHNKaM, 00
9TOro KOHEYHO e HE NOXUTb... a HE OLLYTUIIN Obl Bbl BCE-Taku HeKOTOpOIZ prCTI/I?..

[OoKTOp eLle He ycnen coobpasnTb, Kak CymMaclUueaLwnin 3aToponuncs:

— Ou4eHb MHOrne, Te, B KOMX XOSONCTBO MbICIN VXK B KPOBb BbEJI0Cb, KOTOPblIE — KakK Obinble
CTapble ABOPOBbIE, YK HE MOITN AaXe OTAETINTb CBOUX MHTEpPEeCOB OT MHTEPECOB 3aCeKaBLLUero nx
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BapvHa — He MOryT 4yBCTBOBaTb CaMmnx cebsi, 04EHb MHOIME CKaXyT, YTO OWyTUnm Obl... 1
noxanyn, n snpaegy... Hy, a a... a1 6bl Tak, gokTop, o6pagoBancsa! — ¢ KaKUM-TO YNOEHNEM
CAaBNEHHO nNporoesopun cymacweawmn. — Tak obpagoBancs!.. Ax, Tbll.. NOOOXHELLb, 3HAYUT, HE
Oyoelb TEWNTLCA BEYHO MOEN MYKOWN, NPOKIIATON 3TON camon «naeen MeHsa»! KoHeyHo, cTporo
roBOpPSi, 3TO HUKOMY HMYErO HE AOKAXET... a BCe-TakW... YyBCTBO MECTUN XOTb YAOBETBOPUTCA...
NPOHNA UCYE3HET... MOHUMAaETE... BE4HOCTb 3Ta, KOen BO MHe HeT!

— Kak ke, — BApYr HECKONbKO 3ano3garno OTBETUN JOKTOP, — A MOHMMaNO0. ..
W OH Kak-To 3annom npogeknaMmmpoBarnt:

W nycTtb y rpoboBoro Bxoga

Mnagas 6ygeT XusHb urpatb,

W paBHOOyLWHasa npupoaa

Kpacoto Be4HO CUATD. ..

CymacLuewmnin 6bICTpO OCTaHOBWIICS U CRyLan Monya ¢ TynbIMKU rnasamu, a noTom 3anurics
CMEXOM.

— Bor, BOT, BOT, BOT, BOT, BOT!.. — KaK nepenen 3akpuyan oH. — He 6yaet atoro, He GyaerT... He
OyneTt aTon BeyHom KpacoTbl!.. U 3HaeTe, JOKTOP, S... 9 N0 Npodeccun NHXEHepP, HO OYEHb A0SO
3aHMMarncsa acTpoHoMuen — 370 B MoAe, YTobbl 3aHMMaTbCA HE TEM, K YeMY FOTOBUIICH BCHO
XW3Hb... N BOT, KOrga s y>ke COBCEM U3MYYUIICS... COBEPLUEHHO CIyYanHO 1 HATKHYICHA Ha OA4HY
owmnbKy. A, 3HaeTe, 3aHANCA CONMHEYHbIMU NATHAMW, S U3y4arn Ux ropasgo nogpobHee, YeM Ha HUX
OCTaHaBnuBanucb 4O MeHs Apyrue, 1 BOT 4...

B 370 Bpems conHue 3aLuno 3a CTeHy NpOTMBOMOMOXHOMO 34aHus, 1 B KOMHaTe cpasy nomepkrio. A
BCe npegMeTbl kak OyaTo oTskenenu n npununnu k nony. Cymaclieawnn ctan Ha Bug kopeHacrtee
n rpybee.

— Hy BOT... B U3BECTHOW TEOPUM NPOrPECCUBHON YBENTUYMBAEMOCTU COSTHEYHbIX MATEH, MO KOTOPOW
COfHLE AOSMPKHO NOTYXHYTb 6€3 Manoro B YeTbipecTta MUSIFIMOHOB NET, A OTKPbIST OLUMOKY...
UeTbipecTa M1nnmMoHoB neT!.. Bbl MoxeTe, AOKTOp, NpeacTtaBuTb cebe YeTbipecta MUITIIMOHOB NEeT?

— H... He Mory, — rnporosopwui gOKTop, BCTaBad.

— W 4 He mory, — 3acmesncsa cyMacluealnii, — U HUKTO 3TOro He MOXEeT, MOTOMY YTO YeTblpecTa
MUNIIMOHOB NET-3TO YK€ BEYHOCTb... TOrga cnegyeT NpocTo NpeanovYecTb BEYHOCTb, Kak MOHATUE
bonee obuiee, a oTToro n 6onee acHoe. C YeTbIpbMACTAMN MUNITMOHAMM FIET BCE OCTAETCS, Kak B
BEYHOCTU: U paBHOAYLUHAA Npupoaa, 1 Be4yHasi kpacoTa... YeTbipecta MUMNIMOHOB NET-3TO
HacMmeLllka... U A, 3HaeTe, OTKPbIS, YTO HUKAKMX YETbIPEXCOT MUSIITMOHOB NeT He byaeT!

— Kak He BygeT? — no4vTu BCKPUKHYI JOKTOP.

— [la TaK... OHM paccynTbiBanu, 1 04eHb HAUBHO Aaxe, YTO pa3 B Takoe BpeMS COMHLE MOTYXS10 Ha
CTOJSIbKO-TO, TO... U TYT WJia npoctasa apupmeTnka. A mexay TeM U3BEeCTHO, YTO OXNaxKaaroLmncs
MeTann unn MHoe Teno AepXUTca OONro B packaneHHOM BUAe TOSbKO MMEHHO A0 NOSIBIIEHUs
nepBbIX NPOCBETOB OXJIAXAEHHOCTU... OO TYT B3aUMOHarpeBaemMocTb... a YK pa3 NnosiBUIIoCb
NATHO, 3TaKoe TEMHEHBbKOE MATHO Ha CBEPKaloLen caMo0BOMbHOM POXeE, TO YX TyT... paBHOBecUue
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HapyLLEHO, NATHO HE TONbKO HEe NoaaepXmnBaeT obLLyo TENMOTY, a AaXe COBCEM HaNPOTUB:
XOSI0AnT... XonoauT-c, Munoe naTtHo!.. XonoauT un pacTeT, n Yem bonblue pacteT, Tem bonbLue n
XOnoauT... C yBENMYMBAIOLLENCS B YyJOBULLHOW NMPOrpeccum CKoOpoCTbio. A gymato, 4To Korga
OCTaHeTCs 3TaK, NPUMEPHO, YETBEPTbL COSHLA, CO BCEX CTOPOH CXXaTOro TEMHbIMU NATHAMW, O4HUM
rpoMagHbIM MATHOM, TO OHO NMOTYXHET YXXe B Kakon-HMOyab roA... Aea... U s npuHanca 3a
BblYUCIEHUS, 9 genan cnnasbl, OQHOPOAHbIE XUMUYECKN COSTHLY... U, 3HAaeTe, MUIbIA JOKTOP, YTO S
nonyyunn?

— A? — cTpaHHO 0TO3BariCa OOKTOP.

— [a 10, 4TO 3emMnda NOrMBHET OT Xonoda... Npu xonoae Kakas yx kpacoTta!.. He ckopo, o4yeHb He
CKOpO, NPUBNN3NTENBHO Tak Yepes NATb, LWeCTb ThiCAY NeT...

— YT10-0! — BCKMHYICA JOKTOP.

— Yepes naTb-WecTb, He bonbLue.

[okTop monyarn.

— W korpa s 370 y3Han, TyT-TO 9 U Hayan BceM pacckasbliBaTb U XOXoTaTb...
— XoxoTaTb? — cnpocun JOKTop.

— Hy pa... Becenutbcsa BooOLLE.

— Becenutbca?

— PapoBatbea gaxe. Al flymaro. ..

— A-xu-xu-xu!.. A-xu-xu-xu! — BOpyr NpbICHYN SOKTOP. — XN-XU-Xu!..

Cymaclweawmn Hegosep4ymMBo 3aMoryarn, Ho IOKTOp yXe He obpallarn Ha Hero HUKakoro BHUMaHus,
OH 3axnebbiBancs, npucepar, nnesan U CMOPKancs, O4K1 y Hero cnanu, angoykm YepHoro
ClOpTyKa TPSACIMUCb, KaK B MXopajke, a nuuo BCce CMOPLUMIOCH TOYb-B-TOYb KaK Pe3VHOBbIN
«YMUPAKOLLUIA YepTr.

— Yepes... NATb TbiCAY... NeT?.. Xu-xu-xul.. 3TO... MPEeKpPacHoO... 3TO 0-O4YEHb XO...pOoLO...
A-xu-xu-xu!.. Tak, Tak... 370 muno!.. A-xm-xm-xu!..

CymaclueaLunia, rsaaa Ha Hero, ToXe Hadvan CMeATbCs, cHavana TMxo, a NoTOM BCce rpoMye U
rpomue...

W Tak oHM cTOSINK Apyr NPOTMB Apyra, TpsiciCb OT 311I06HO-PafoCTHOro cMexa, Noka Ha HUX obomx
He HaZenv CMUPUTENbHbIX pyballek.

1903
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