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Qarap Pawc beppoy3s

Tap3aH n 30n0TON NeB

|. 30N10TOW NEB

Cabop-nbBuLa kopMmmuna CBOEro egMHCTBEHHOIO AeTeHbIWa — ManeHbKoro, NyLwncToro, CIIoBHO
LWWnta-neonapg. OHa nexana Ha 60Ky, rpesicb NoAd nyYyamm TeNOro ConHua, nepeq BXxoaom B
newiepy, CryXmBLUYIO e NoroBoM. [nasa ee Gbinn Nosy3akpbIThl, HO OHA BCe BpeMs Obina Hayeky.
BHauyane y Hee 6bIno Tpy AeTeHbIWwa — ABE AoYepu n oguH cbiH, 1 Cabop BMmecTe ¢ Hymon-oTuom
oveHb ropaunucek Mmn. Ho gobbiun 6eino manosaTo, n 'y Cabop He xBaTano monoka gns scex. K
TOMY Xe noroda BAPYr yxXyaLwunach: Noxonofano, Hayanucb OXan, — n manbiwm 3adonenn. O6e
Ao4yepun Nornbnu, BbXKUN NLb cambll cunbHbIi. Cabop nevanunacb, Xoguna BOKpYr HENOABWKHbIX
KOMOYKOB, CKynsi U onniakmsasi notepto. Bpemsa oT BpemeHn oHa noartarnkueana nx Mopaon, Kak obl
Xenasa npobyauTb OT AONTOro CHa, OT KOTOPOro He GbiBaeT NpobyxaeHnsi. HakoHew, oHa
cMmpunach ¢ Hem3BeXXHOCTbIO, U TeNepb ee AMKoe, HO Ntbsiliee cepaue HanonHUIOCh 3aboTon O
€VHCTBEHHOM OCTaBLUEMCS B XMBbIX NibBeHKe. BoT noyemy Cabop 6bina 6onee HacTOpoXeHa,
HeXxenn 0BbIYHO.

JleB Hyma oxotunca. Cabop B nonygpeme meyTtana o Bannu — xxupHon aHTunone, KOTopyt, MOXeT
ObITb, B 9TOT MOMEHT Hyma TawmTt Yyepes [KYHru K newepe, a Bapyr ato 6yaet MNMacco-3ebpa, ybe
MSICO SIBISASIOCH ee NoOMMbIM NakoMCTBOM. POT NbBULbI HAMOMHWUICS COHOMN.

Ho yto a10? [JO ee ob6ocTpeHHOro cnyxa goHeccs cnabbin wopox. Mognas ronosy, Cabop
noBepHyna ee cHavana B O4HY, 3aTeM B APYryt CTOPOHY, MbiTasACb YYTKMMU yLLIAMWN YIIOBUTb
HanpaeneHue 3Byka. Cabop npuHioxanacb, HO €e HO34pPK NOYYSANN N AYHOBEHME NPOXIagHOro
BeTepka. OgHaKko WyM BCKOpe NOBTOPUIICA U yXKe 3HauMTenbHo 6nnxke. Mo mepe npubnmxeHus
3BYKOB HEPBO3HOCTb 3BEpS BO3pacTana, 1, nepectaB KOpMUTb AeTeHblwa, Cabop BCckovmna Ha
Horu. JIbBEHOK cnabbiM pblYaHMEM Bbipa3uns CBOe He4OBOMBbCTBO, HO NbBULIA YCMOKOUIA ero TMXMmM
ypyaHueM. [locrne aToro oH BCTan psiAoM C MaTepbto, B3rNAHyN cHavana Ha Hee, a MOTOM B Ty
CTOPOHY, KyAa CMOoTpena 1 oHa.

B pasgaBaBunxcsa 3Bykax Cabop ollyuiana HEKOTOPYH ONAaCHOCTb, HO HE MOrNna €eLle onpeaennTb
npupoay ux npoucxoxaneHus... Moxet, aTo Bo3spawiaetca ee Benukuin NMosenutens? Ho HerT. Jles,
TawWwmMBLINK B JTOroBO A06bIYY, «3BYyYan» COBEPLUEHHO No-Apyromy. JIbBuuUa B3rnsgHyna Ha CBOero
AeTeHblla, BHOBb ycrnokansatoLle 3aypyaB. OHa 6osnacb NoTepATb CBOEro nocrnegHero Manbiwa,
KOTOPOMY CO BCEX CTOPOH rpo3ura onacHoOCTb, HO, C APYron CTOPOHbI, UMEeHHO oHa, Cabop-nbBuua,
1 Obina 3aecb, YTOObI 3aLLUTUTL Eero.

Bapyr npoxnagHblil BETEpOK IOHEC A0 ee HO3Apelt 3anax Toro, KTo npobupancs Yepes 3apocnu
MXyHrnen. Mopaa 3Bepsi MTHOBEHHO OLLETMHWUMACk B 3N06HOI rpumace.

9710 GbINa macka ankon ApocTtu, nbo 3anax npuHagnexan HEHaBUCTHOMY YENOBEKY.

Ca6op Hanp4arnacb 1 gana 3Hak JibBEHKY 3aTanTbCA B FyCTOl7I TpaBe N oCTaBaTbCA TaM O ee
BO3BpaLleHnA. BbICTpO n 6ecu.|y|v|Ho OHa ABUHYyInacb B CTOPOHY He3HaKoMLua.

JTbBEHOK chbllan To, YTO chnblwana ero maThb, a Tenepb N OH yroBUI1 3anax 4YesrioBeka. OTOT 3anax
OH owyTun enepsBble, HO MHCTUHKTUBHO MOHAS, YTO TaK NaxHET Bpar. |_|03TOMy ero peakuud Obina
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TOYHO TaKoW, KakK 1 Y B3pPOCIbIX NIbBOB: BAOJIb MaJfi€EHbKOIro xpe6Ta AblooM nogHsnach LepcCTb,
MantCeHbKNe KIblKU OCKarmmIiinchb.

Mo mepe Toro, kak Cabop yrnybnsanack B 3apocnu, ManbliLl, 3abbiB ee 3anpeLleHune, cnegosarn 3a
Hen. OH Wwen, NnokadYnBascb Ha cnabeHbKnx nankax, u Bug ero Boi3san Obl ynbioKy, ecnu 6bl He
BenMYeCcTBEHHas nocajka ronosbl U LUMPOKas rpyAb, B KOTOPOW yragpiBanacbh 6yayuias MoLLb.
JIbBMUA, HACTOMYMBO YCTpEMUBLLASACS Brepes, YToObl youtb Bpara, He 3Hana, Yto AeTeHbllWw naeT
3a Hew.

B HenpoxoauMbIx 3apocnax AXKyHrien fbBbl NPOTONTaNU TPONUHKY, 60Mblle HAaNnOMUHAIOLLLYHO
TYHHESb, BEOYLLMA OT 5IoroBa k HeOONbLLOW NONSAHKE. BbIHbIpUBasa N3 O)XyHrnen B O4HOM MecCTe,
TPOMNMHKa BbIBOAMIIA HA OTKPbITOE NPOCTPaAHCTBO, a 3aTEM BHOBb HbIpsSia B HENPOXOAUMbIE
3apocnu. Korga Cabop nogkpanach K nonsHe, oHa yBuaena o6bekT CBOEN HEHABUCTM 1 cTpaxa. To
0OCTOATENLCTBO, YTO YENTIOBEK MOI HE NOA03PEBATb O €€ NPUCYTCTBMM U HE 3aMbILLIISATL HUYETO
BpaxaebHoro, B 4aHHbIM MOMeHT ans Cabop Hmuyero He 3Hauymno. B gpyron cutyaumm oHa,
BEPOSATHEE BCEro, No3sonuna obl eMy NPOUTU MUMO, NMOCKOSbKY HU €, HN €€ AETEHbIWY He
yrpokana HenocpeacTBeHHasi OnacHoOCTb, a Oyab OHa ogHa, NbBuua nNpegnoynia obl BoOOLLE TUXO
yaanuTbCcs, HO cerogHsa oHa bbina Bo3byxaeHa n 6oanack 3a cyabby cBOEro eAMHCTBEHHOIO
nbBeHKa. MaTepPUHCKUIN MHCTUHKT C YTPOEHHOW CUIOW CKOHLIEHTPMPOBAsCs Ha 9TOM NiobumMom
yuenesLwem geteHbiwe, n Cabop He cTana BbbkMAaTb, NOKa yrpo3a ee ManeHbKoMy CTaHeT
peanbHOW, a Bpocmnnacb HaBCTpeYyY YeroBeKy C e4MHCTBEHHON MbICHblo — youTe! Camo
CyLLIECTBOBaHME YernoBeka B €€ rnasax ABnsifio NOTEeHUManbHy ONacHOCTb A4S €€ AeTeHbIWwa.

OHa HM Ha MrHOBEHME He OCTaHOBMUIAcCh Y Kpasi NoNsiHbl, HE nogana HU O4HOro
npegynpexaatowero 3Haka. [lepBoe, YTO NOHSN YEPHOKOXUIN BOVH, — 3TO TO, YTO NPSIMO Ha HEro co
CTPALLHOM CKOPOCTbI MYNUTCS CYLLUN AbSABOS B 06NnYbe pasbspeHHOM NbBuLbl. PaccTtosHue mexay
HUMW CTPEMUTENBHO COKpaLlanochb. Ty3emel, He uckan BCTpeydn co NibBOM. Ecnn 6bl OH 3Han o ero
CyLlecTBOBaHMM, OH oboLlen Obl 3TO MECTO CTOPOHON. B kparHem crny4yae oH ybexan 6bl, HO
BexaTb 6bIN0 Hekyaa, cnacuTenbHOe epeBO HAaXo0aUIOCh OT HEro Aanblue, Yem NbBuLa, U OHa
HacTurna 6kl ero npexae, Yem OoH cymen 6bl NpeoaoneTb YeTBEPTb paccToAHUA. Hagexapbl Ha
cnaceHue He ObIno, 0cTaBanoch TONbLKO OAHO. JIbBULUA NOYTK HACTUINa YEPHOKOXEro BOMHa, Koraa
OH 3ameTun BeryLiero 3a Helo crneaom nbBeHka. B pyke Tysemel gepxan Tskenoe konbe. OH
METHYN ero B TOT MOMeHT, korga Cabop npbirHyna Ha yenoseka. Konbe NnpoH3nno gukoe cepaue,
HO OHOBPEMEHHO MMraHTCKMe 4YentocT COMKHYIIUCh Ha LLee YepHoKoXero. [1Ba MepTBbIX Tena
PYXHYNN Ha 3eMITt0. HeCKONbKO KOHBYIbCUMBHbBIX NOAEPrMBaHMIA UX MYCKYNoB Gbinn nocnegHum
NPOLLaHMEM NX YMUPAIOLLMX TENM C XKMU3HbIO.

OcupoTeBLINIA NTbBEHOK OCTAHOBUICS B ABEHaAUaTh dyTax U CMOTPEn Ha NepByo BENUKYIO
KaTacTpody B CBOEW XXM3HU BONpoLLarLWMMK rnazamu. OH xoTen NpubnmsnTbcs K MaTepu, HO
WHCTUHKTUBHbIV CTpax, Bbl3BaHHbLIN 3anaxoM YernoBeka, CaepkmBan ero.

HakoHel, OH Hayan NonuckMBaTb, NPU3biBasi MaTb, HO HA CEI pa3 OHa He NpuLUNa, OHa AaXe He
noaHsnach 1 He B3rnsHyna Ha Hero. OH Gbin 03agayYeH U HUYero He Mor NoHATb. [ocTeneHHo oH
Hadan nognonsatb nobnuke. OH yBUAEN, YTO HE3HAKOMOE CYLLECTBO, YOUTOE €ro MaTepblo, He
LUEBENUTCA M He NogaeT NPU3HAKOB XU3HWU. Ero cTpax yMeHbLUUICS, 1 Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BPEMS OH
noanons K matepu n oGHoxan ee. OH Bce elle nuiiarn, Ho MaTb He oTKNMKkanack. HakoHel oH
MOHSAI, YTO CIYYMITOCh HEYTO YXKacHOE, YTO ero OrpoMHasi, NpekpacHas MaTb YXKe HUKOraa He
CTaHeT TakoW, Kakol Obina paHblUe; B HEl YTO-TO M3MEHUIOCh; OZIHAKO OH BCE ELLE Xarcs K He,
»XanobHo NonuckMBas, Nnoka He YCHYyI, NpUXXaBLUNCh K OCTbIBalOLLEMY Teny. * * *

Bot Tak Tap3saH 1 Hawen ero. Tap3aH Bo3BpaLlasncs co cBoeu XeHou [XenH n cbiIHom Kopakom 13
TauHCTBEHHOW cTpaHbl [Nan-yn-goH. Npu 3Byke nx NpubNmxKeHnsa NbBEHOK OTKPbIS rrasa, BCKOYus,
npwxan ywmu n ockanuncsa. BarngHyB Ha NbBeHKa, YenoBek-ob6e3bsiHa ynblOHyIICS.

— ManeHbKknin oTBaXKHbIN BECEHOK, — Cka3an OH, C MePBOro B3rnsiga NoHsB CyTb pasbirpaBLllencs
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HefasHo Tpareamu. OH nogoLuen K dblpkaroLemMy NbBEHKY, Aymas, YTo ToT bpocuTces 6exaTtb, HO
BMECTO 3TOro «ManeHbkuin 6eceHoKky» 3apblyarn eLle rpo3Hee 1 yaapus nankom no NpoTAHYTON pyke
TapsaHa.

— Xpabpbit Manbiw! — BOCKNUKHYNa [XenH.

— W3 Hero mor BbIpacTu MOFy‘-II/IIZ nes., ecnu 6bl B XXMBbIX OCTanacb €ero MaTtb, — ckasarn KopaK. -
BarnsaHunte Ha ero CnunHy, rpyab, rornosy. >Kanb, 4To emMy npunaeTcd ymepeTb.

— EMy He npugeTca ymepeTb, — Bo3pa3un Tap3saH.

— Y Hero HeT LWaHCOB BbIXWUTb: EMY €LLe Napy MECSLEB HY>KHO NMUTATbCSl MOSIOKOM, a KTO ByaeT ero
pobbiBaTb?

— A, — otBeTun TapsaH.

— Tl cobupaeLlbcs ero yCbIHOBUTL?

Tap3saH kuBHyn ronoson. [xenH n Kopak paccmesanucs.

— 3710 Byaet BenukonenHo. Jlopa NpencTok — npyemMHasi maTb CbiHa Hymbl.

Tap3aH ynbibancst BMecTe ¢ HUMW, HO He CrycKar rnas co fibBeHKa. YIy4MB MOMEHT, OH CXBaTWI
Marbilla 3a 3arpMBOK, a 3aTeM, NTacKOBO MOrnaxueasi, 3aroBopui ¢ HUM TUXMM MOHOTOHHbIM
ronocom. He n3BecTHO, 4YTO rOBOpUN eMy YenoBek-06e3bsiHa, HO BCKOpe NIbBEHOK 3aTuX, NepecTan
BblpblBaTbCsl U BonbLUe He NbiTancs Kycatbes U LapanaTtbes. [lotom Tap3aH NogHsAN ero Ha pyku u
npwxan K rpyan. JlbBEHOK COBCEM He BOSiNCst U He ckanun KNblku, Aaxe oulylias coBceM 6rn3ko
HEHaBMWCTHbIN 3anax YenoBeka.

— Kak Tebe 310 yaaetca? — BocknukHyna [xenH KnenToH.
TapsaH noxarn CBOUMU LLUMPOKUMU MIieHamu.

— 3Bepwu He 6odatcsa cebe nogobHbIX... A BeAb S 3BEPb, Kak Obl Tbl HX MbiTanacb caenaTtb U3 MeHs
LUMBUNN30BaHHOIO YenoBeka. OHM NpeKkpacHO YyBCTBYIOT APY>KECKOe OTHOLLUEeHME, MOTOMY U He
bosTca. [laxxe aTOT ManeHbKnn 6eCeHoK, KaxkeTcs, MOHMMaEeT 3TO, He Npasaa nnu?

— 3aTo A He MOry NOHATb, — 3aMeTUIl KopaK. — MNonarato, 4TO A HENOXO 3HaK a(bpMKaHCKI/IX
XXVBOTHbIX, HO HE 0Onagat Hag HAMU TakoW BRacTbio U HE MOHMMAL0 UX TakK, KakK Thbl. I'quemy?

— NoTomy 4uTO Ha cBeTe ecTb TONbKO OaMH Tap3aH, — ckasana negu ['pencTok, nogapasHuBas CbiHa
yNbIGKOW, HO B €€ TOHE 3BYy4Yanun HOTKN ropL4oCTu.

— He 3abbiBan, 5 pogunca cpeam 3Bepen 1 BOCNUTaH 3BEPAMU, — HANOMHUN eMy Tap3aH. —
BosmoxHO, Mon oTeL Bce xe 6bin 06e3bsiHon, Kana Bcerga HacTavBarna Ha 3TOM.

— IDKOH, KaK Tbl MOXeLlb TaK roBOpUTb? — BOCKINNKHYNa [kerH. — Tbl NpekpacHo 3Haellb, KTO Oblnn
TBOW poaUTENMN.

Tap3aH cepbe3Ho B3rMsiHYI Ha CbiHa, 3aTEM MPULLYpUI rnasa.

— TBOSI MaTb HUKOT4A HE Hay4YUTCS LIeHUTb NpeKpacHble KaYecTBa aHTPONOMAOB, AaXe BblAas
3aMy>K 3a 0gHOro 13 HUXx. MoXxHo nogymartb, 4TO OHa Gbina NpoTuB aToro 6paka.

IbxenH KnenToH paccepaunach Bcepbes.

— 4 He Gyay c Tobow pasroBapmBaTb, ECIM Tbl HE NEpPeCTaHeLlb BbiCKa3blBaTb NOAOOHbLIE BELLN.
MHe cTbigHO 3a TebA.
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Honroe nyTewectsue 13 Nan-yn-goHa Nnogxoauno K KOHUY, K cepeavHe Hegenu OHW AO0MKHbI 6binm
BbINTU K CBOEN dhepMe. YTo xaano nx snepeam? PyuHbl, ocTaBneHHble Hemuamm? Capan u
HaJBOPHbIE NOCTPONKN BbINN COXOKEHBI, BHYTPEHHME NOMeLLeHNsa ByHrano OCHoBaTelbHO
paspyLueHsbl... Te n3 Basnpu, npegaHHblx cnyr [[pencTokoB, KOTopble yuenenu nocne Habera
HemeLKoro oTpsiga no4a koMaHaoBaHmeM kanutaHa ®puua WHanaepa, ywnm K aHrnmyaHam um
BOEBasM NPOTUB HEHABUCTHbIX N'YHHOB. TOSbKO 3TO M ObINO M3BECTHO Tap3aHy, Korga oH
OTNpaBWCA Ha NOMCKM neam MPEenCcToK, HO OH HEe 3Han, CKOSIbKO €ro BOMHCTBEHHbIX Ba3npwu
nepexunnun BOMHY N B KAKOM COCTOSIHUM Ceryac HaxoaaTcs ero obwmpHble BnageHuns. Kouesble
nnemeHa TysemMueB unm 6aHabl apabckmx paboToproBLEB MOINM MNOMHOCTLIO pa3rpabuTb
OCTaBLLEECH MMYLLECTBO, @ BO3MOXHO, J)KYHIM M MOrNOTUAM BCE, MOXOPOHMB cpean BynHomn
pacTUTENbHOCTUN NPU3HaKN Hegonroro NpebbiBaHMA YenoBeka, NOKYCMBLLErOCs Ha npupoay.

YcblHOBMB ManeHbkoro Hymy, Tap3aH Tenepb Obis1 BbIHYXXAEH CYMTATLCA C NOTPEOHOCTAMU CBOEro
npuemsbliwa. JIbBeHKa HY>XHO ObIfTI0 KOPMUTb, MPUYEM, KOPMUTb MOJTOKOM. K CHaCTblO, OHU yXe
Haxo4MnUCb Ha TeppuTopun, rae AepeBHN BCTpeyanmcb 4OCTaTOMHO YacTo un rae Benukoro Jlopaa
IbkyHrnen aHanm, 60anmcb n yeaxxanu. Yepes HeCKOSbKO YacoB NOCHe TOro, Kak OHW HaLnu
NbBEHKa, NyTeLweCTBEHHMKM NOAOLWNN K AepeBHe, rae Tap3aH Hagesancsa JobbiTe MOnoka aAns
ManbiLa.

MoHayany Ty3emubl BCTPETUNN UX HEOPYXKENOOHO, OHW C Npe3peHneM rmsaenu Ha Genbix,
nyTelecTBYOLWMNX BTPOeM 6e3 60MbLLON OXOTHUYbEN 3KCneanUmnn. TN YyXeCcTpaHLbl He MoK
HMYEro UM NoAAPUTL MIN Kak-NMBo 3annatuTb 3a eay, He MOTMNN OHU U NpUKasaTb MM U BoobLue
3awWmnTnTb cebsa B cryyae onacHOCTU, UX Bedb BCEro bbino Tpoe. TemM He MeHee y Ty3eMLEeB
BbI3Banu noGOMNbITCTBO HEOOLIYHLIE OAEXabl M YKpalleHUs 6enbix. OHM BUOENN UX NOYTH
OBHaXXeHHbIMW, KaK U OHU CaMW, U TaK e BOOPY)XEHHbIMW, 38 UCKIMOYEHNEM MOMIOAOMO MYXKUYMHbI,
KOTOpbI Aepkan B pykax pyxbe. Bce Tpoe Gbinun ogeTbl B ogesHMs nan-yn-qoHoB, abcontoTHO
HEeNpPWBbIYHbIE ANSi rNa3 YEPHOKOXMX.

— ae Baw BoXab? — cnpocun Tap3aH, nasa no AepeBHE Cpeam XEHLNH, 4eTEN N NPOH3UTENbHO
nasiBLLUMX cobak.

— Boxgpb cnuT, — pasganock B oTBeT. — KT0o Tbl Takon, 4Tobbl 6ecnokontb ero. Yto Tebe Hago?
— #1 xo4y noroBopuTb ¢ HUM. Van n pasbyau ero! — npukasan YenoBek-obe3bsHa.

UepHOKOXNIN BOMH NOCMOTPES Ha Tap3aHa LUMPOKO OTKPbITbIMUY rNa3amu, a 3aTeM paspasuncs
XOXOTOM.

— Boxab pomkeH npuntn kK Tebe? — nepecnpocun oH, obpallascb ckopee K ogHocenb4YaHam u
npurrawas nx BMecte NoOCMeATbCA Ha He3adaunmBbIM YyXXeCTpaHLEeM.

— CKkaxun eMy, — HEBO3MYTUMO Npoorikasn Yyenosek-obesbsaHa, — YTO C HUM KenaeT roBOpuTb
TapsaH, lNosenutenb oxyHrnen!

MrHoBeHHO cMex 06opBarncs, XXUTenu AepeBHN OTNPSAHYNN Ha3ag ¢ BbITAHYTbIMU NuuaMn. BouH,
CMESIBLUMICS rPOMYEe BCEX, MOMEHTAarbHO CTan Cepbe3HbIM.

— [NpuHecuTe LMHOBKM, — NpuKasan oH, — YToObl Tap3aH 1 ero NaM MOrn OTAOXHYThb, NOKa S
cberato 3a YHaHOYy-BOXOEM.

N oH ncyes Tak BHe3anHo, CnoBHo 6bin pag n3baBuTbCA OT NPUCYTCTBUS TOFO MOTYLLECTBEHHOTO,
KOTOPOro oH B0sINCa U KOTOPOro HEBOSIBLHO OCKOPOMI.

Tenepb He UMENO 3HaYEeHMUs, YTO Y Genblx He ObINo NOAAPKOB M UX HE OXPaHSAIN BOOPYKEHHbIE
ackapu. XXutenu gepeBHu conepHuYanu apyr ¢ Apyrom, ctapasicb yroauTb roctsim. Ewe o
npuxoaa BOXAsS MHOTME NpUTaLLMN ey U yKpalleHus.
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Bckope nosiBuncsa YHanga. 31o 6bin cTapbi YenoBeK, KOTOPLIN Obin BOXAEM eLule 40 NOsIBIEHUS
TapsaHa Ha cBeT. Ero maHepsbl 6b1n1 naTpMapxarnbHbl U BENIMYECTBEHHbI, OH NMPUBETCTBOBAI
roCTeWn, Kak paBHbIN PaBHbIX, HO MO BCEMY ObINIO BUAHO, YTO OH OOBOSEH, YTO [loBenutens
[PKYHIMEen okasan YeCTb CBOMM MOCELLEHNEM Er0 AEPEBHE.

Korga Tap3aH nokasan nbBeHka 1 06bsACHW, YTO eMy Hado, YHaHAaa 3aBepust, 4To MOJoka,
napHOro Mosnoka oT cobCTBEHHbIX KO3 BOXAS, OyaeT BaoBosb. [oka oHW pa3roBapuBanu, 30pkne
rnasa vyenoBeka-06e3bsiHbl BHUMAaTENbHO OCMaTpuMBanu EPEBHI0 N ee xutenen. Bopyr ero Barnsag
ocTaHoBuncs Ha 6onbLion cobake, 0 AMHOKO nexatllen okono 6yaku. OH ykasan Ha Hee nanbueM.

— A 6bl Kynun ee, — ckasarn oH YHaHge.

— OHa TBOS, 6BaHa, 1 6becnnaTtHo, — oTBETUN BOXAb. — OHa oLlleHnnach ABa AHS Ha3ag, HO
NPOLUON HOYbIO Bonbluas 3Mes ykparna Bcex ee WweHAaT. Ho ecnu noxenaewsb, 1 4am Tebe BMeCTo
Hee MHOro Monoabix cobak, Tak Kak He yBEpPEH, YTO ee MSACO npuaeTca Tebe no BKycCy.

— MHe oHa HYXXHa HE ONnd efbl, — OTBETUI Tap3aH. -4 Xouy, 4YTOObI OHa KOpMUIia JNibBEHKa.
an/IKa)Kl/I npmuBecTn ee KO MHe.

Heckonbko Manbumwek novmanu cobaky un, NpMBsa3aB K Lee peMeHb, NoaBenu K
yenoBeky-obe3bsiHe. Kak 1 nbBEHOK, cobaka BHa4ane 6osinacb ero, Tak Kak 3anax TapMaHraHu He
ObIN1 NOXOX Ha 3anax romaHraHn. OHa orpbi3anacb 1 BblpblBanacb U3 pyK HOBOrO X03siMHa, HO
HaKOoHeL, OH CymMen 3aBoeBaTh ee JoBepue, U cobaka CNoKOMHO nerna psiaoMm.

OpHako, korga K HeW NoAHecnu NbBeHKa, CNoKoncTBMe 6bino HapyLweHo. OB6oux nyran BpaxxaebHbIv
3anax gpyr gpyra. Manbiw Hyma dbipkan v yrpoxatoLle wunen, cobaka pbldana v knaudana
3ybamu. Tonbko Benukoe TepneHne n TanaHT Tap3aHa noMornun npeogoneTb BpaxaebHOCTb.
HakoHeu, cobaka obnvsana nputuxwero nNbBeHKa, nerna Ha 6ok, n mansiw Hyma npynan kK cocuam,
XagHO NPUYMOKMBAS.

Ha Houb Tap3aaH npuBsasan cobaky y nopora XvXuHbl, B KOTOPOW HoYeBan, U ABaxabl 4O
HACTYNneHns yTpa 3acTaBnian ee KOpMUTb NpueMbilla. Ha crnegyowmin AeHb OHU NOKUHY N
AepeBHIo YHanabl. Cobaky Benv Ha NoBoAKe, a fNbBeHKa Tap3aH HeC Unun Ha pykax unm B CyMKe,
nepebpoLLeHHON Yepes nreyo.

OHu HasBanu nbBeHka [xag-6an-axa, Yto Ha A3blke npumaTtos Nan-yn-gqoHa o3Havano «30510ToM
neB», U3-3a ero 30510TUCTON okpacku. C KaxabiM AHEM OH Bce 6oriblue NpuBbIKan K foasam U K
CBOEI NMPUEMHON MaTepu, KOTopasi TOXe BCKOpe cTana OTHOCUTLCS K HEMY Kak K COBCTBEHHOMY
eHky. Cobaky oHM HasBanu 3y, YTO 3HAYUT «AeBoYKay. Ha BTOpoI AeHb OHM CHANK C Hee
OLLEWMHMK, U OHa OXOTHO criefjoBana 3a HUMU, He NbiTasick yoexaTtb, Hao6opoT, Gbina NuLLb
cYyacTnMBa, Korga Haxoaunach psaoM C KEM-HUOYOb U3 HUX.

Mo Mepe NpUBNMKEHUs K AOMY NyTELIeCTBEHHUKOB BCe CUITbHEE OXBATbIBANO YyBCTBO BOJTHEHMS U
GecnokoncTBa. XoTs HAKTO U3 HUX He MoKasbiBan BMAay, HO B rNyOUHe cepael Tauncs ctpax B
npeaBnaeHNN CTpallHbIX NOCNeaCTBUA HEMELKOro HanaaeHusl. Yto BCTpeTuT ux? BesxunsHeHHble
PYWHbI UIK CNIIOLLHbIE 3aPOCNU [XKYHINEen?

HakoHeL OHM BbILINM Ha ONYLUKY fleca, YTobbl B3rMNsHYTb Yepe3 paBHUHY Ha MecTo, rae Hekorga
Haxoamnachk ux depma.

— CmoTpu! — Bckpmyana [xenH. — Hawe 6yHrano Ha mecTe! OHo Bce eule Tam!
— A 4TO 3TO cneBa OT Hero? — 3anHTepecoBarcsa Kopak.
— OTO XMXMHbI TY3eMLEB, — OTBETUN Tap3aH.

— W nonga obpaboTaHbl, — BOCKIIMKHYNA XXEHLLMHA.
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— W HagBOpHbIE NOCTPONKM BOCCTAHOBIEHbI, — 3aMeTun Tap3aH. — 3TO MOXET 03Ha4aTb TOMbKO
OHO: HalW NpefaHHble Basvpy BEPHYNUCh C BOMHbI. OHM BOCCTaHOBUIIM BCE pa3pyLUEHHOEe U
cTeperyT Halw JOM, OXuaas BO3BpaALLEHMS XO3S€EB.

Il. IPECCUPOBKA [IPKAL-BAJI-IKA

Ntak, Tap3aH n3 nnemeHun obesbaH, [xenH KnentoH n Kopak BepHynucb JOMOM Nocre Aororo
OTCYTCTBMS 1 NpuBenu ¢ cobown 3onoTtoro neBa [kag-6an-gxa n cobaky 3y. NepBbiM, BCTPETUBLUNM
X 1 NPUBETCTBOBABLLMM BO3BpalleHue, bbin ctapbii MyBupo, oTey, Bacnmbebl, oTaaBLLEro XusHb
npv 3awmTe goMa M XeHbl YernoBeka-06e3bsiHbl.

— O, 6BaHa, — BCckpu4an npenaHHbii Herp. — Mowu cTapble rnasa cHoBa cTanv MonoAabiMu nNpu Buae
Tebs. [lonro Teb4 He BbINo, N XOTA KOe-KTO Hayarn y)Xe COMHEBATbCHA B TOM, YTO Tbl BEPHELLbCA,
ctapbih MyBupO Bcerga 3Har, YTo BO BCEM MUPE HET nperpag, Kotopble He cMor 6bl NpeogoneTb
MOW rocnoavH. 1 He COMHeBarncsi B TBOEM BO3BpaLLEHNN, HO TO, YTO BEPHYNAaCb Ta, KOTOPYHO Mbl
onrakMBanu Kak nornbLuyto, — nepenonHaeT Moe cepale pagocteto. Benvko xe 6yaeT Becenbe B
aomax Basupu! CerogHsi BevepoM 3emns byaet gpoxaTtb OT TOnoTa TaHUyLWmMX Hor, a Hebo
3a3BEHUT OT PagOCTHbIX KPUKOB XKEHLLWUH, MO0 Te, KOro oHn NobaTt 6onbLue BCero Ha CBeTe, BHOBb
BEPHYJIUCb K HUM!

7 npaBna, BeJinkoe Becesibe npnso B XM>XUHbl Ba3npu. He O[HY, a HECKOJIbKO HOYen noap4aan
npoaosrKarnca npa3gHuk, noka TapsaH He ObIn BblIHYXOEH NPEeKpaTuTb €ro c TeMm, 4YTOObI OaTb
BO3MOXHOCTb YSfieHaM CBOEN CEMbMU OTOOXHYTb XOTHA Obl HECKONNBbKO 4acoB.

OcmaTpuBasi hepMy, YenoBek-06e3bsiHa 0OHapPYXXWI, YTO ero BEpHbIe Ba3upy Nog pykoBOACTBOM
aHrnM4yaHnHa-ynpaesnsooLLero [)xepemca He TONbKO NOSTHOCTbIO BOCCTAHOBUIN KOHIOLLHM,
HaZBOPHbIE NMOCTPOWKM, 3aroHbl U XWXXMHbI 4518 TY3eMLUEB, HO OTPEMOHTUPOBANMW BHYTPEHHNE
KOMHaTbl ByHrano, Tak 4To BHELLUHEe BCE BbIrMSAEN0 TOYHO TakK e, Kak U 40 HanageHust HeMLEB.

[xepsuc 6bin B Hanpobu no X039MCTBEHHbIM AenaM 1 BEPHYICA Yepes3 HeCKONbKo AHen. Ero
pagocTHoe yamBreHue Obino TakuM XXe UCKPEHHUM, Kak 1 y Basnpn. OH BMECTE C BOXAEM U
BOMHaMu Yacamu cugen y Hor bonbLioro beaHbl 1 criywan yausButeribHble pacckasbl O cTpaHe
Man-yn-aAoH 1 HEBEPOATHBIX MPUKITIYEHNSX, BbiNaBLUMX HA UX o0, Y Bcex 6e3 ncknoyeHus
OrpoMHoe 1to6onbITCTBO BbI3biBann 3BepU, KOTOPbIX Tap3aH npuses ¢ cobon. To, YTO OH cymen
NPUPYYUTb NONYAUKY0 CODaKy, yXe Bbl3blBaro yaMBreHune, a To, YTO eMy yaanoch NpupyynTb
AeTeHbllWa CBouX 3aknaTblix BparoB — Hymbl 1 Cabop — BooOLe ka3anocb HEBEPOSTHLIM.

3onoTomMy nbBY M €ro NpUeMHon MaTepu Gbin OTBEAEH Yron B cnanbHe YenoBeka-o06e3bsiHbl, U
eXXeIHEeBHO OH TPaTUI HECKOJbKO YacoB Ha APECCUPOBKY Marblilwa, o6ellaBLIero Belpacti B
OrPOMHOr0 MOTry4ero 3Bepsi.

LWnn gHn, n 3onoton nes nogpactan. Tap3aH oGy4yan ero pasHbiM Nnpuemam: no KomaHae
xap-6an-gxa nckan no 3anaxy CnpsiTaHHble BELW U MPUHOCUIT UX XO35MHY, Nexarn HenogBuKHO B
YKPbITUK 1 BbINOSNHAN Apyrue npukasbl. Korga xe k ero anete 6bino gobasneHo maco, Tap3saH
Ha4an KopMuUTb fibBa CNOCOOOM, KOTOPbLIN BbI3BaN MPaYHy YCMELLKY Ha XeCTKMX rybax
BOWHOB-Ba3upu. Tap3aH U3roToBWI Yy4eso YyeroBeka 1 NpuBa3biBan MACo K ropsly MaHekeHa. o
KOMaHae X03s1Ha fneB npunagan K 3emre v saamuparnl, oxuaas npukasa, kak obl ronogeH oH Hu 6bin.
3atem Tap3aH ykasbiBarn Ha Yyyeno u wenran ogHO eANHCTBEHHOeE CrnoBo — «yben!» JleB ¢ anknm
pbldaHnem Bpocancs Ha Yy4erno, noxmpasa Msco. MNoka oH Bb1T ManeHbKNUM, emMy NPUXOLAUNOCH
[ONro kapabkaTbCa N0 MaHeEKeHy, npexae YeM oH gobupancsa 4o NULLK, HO C TeYEHMEM BPEMEHU OH
BCe Nnerye v nerye crnpasnsancs ¢ 3Ton 3agaven U B KOHLE KOHLIOB HayuYnncs O4HUM MPbHBKKOM
AocTuraTb Lenn, onpokuabiBas Yyyesno Ha CuHy 1M Tep3as ero 3a ropro.
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Bbin ewe oanH ypok, Hanbonee CNoOXHbIA ANa ycBoeHus. M Bpsag nu kto-HMbyab, kpome TapaaHa,
BblpOCLLEro cpeau 3sepen, cMor 6bl NO4aBUTb XXECTOKYH CTPACTb K KPOBWU, CBOUCTBEHHYIO XULLHUKY,
1 3aCTaBUTb €ro U3MEHUTb NPUPOLHOMY UHCTUHKTY BO MMS BbINOSIHEHNA MpUKa3a X03aunHa.
TpeboBanucb Heaenu n Mecsilbl YNOPHbIX U TePNeNUBbLIX TPEHUPOBOK, YTOOLI SIEB OKOHYaTENBHO
YCBOWN 3TOT rMaBHbINA YPOK: NPY KOMaHAE «ULLN» OH AOIMKEH Obln OTbICKaTb NOOOM N3 yKasaHHbIX
eMy XO3MHOM NpeaMeTOoB U NpUHeCTN ero Tap3aHy. [axe yy4yeno ¢ nNpMBA3aHHbIM K HEMY KYCKOM
Msica neB 6ecnpekocnoBHO NpUTacKMBan K HoraMm CBOero xo3sivHa. EctecTBeHHO, 4TO Takoe
nocnyLaHue u UCNOSTHUTENbHOCTb BO3HArpaXaanucb ABOMHOM NoOpUnen Mdaca, U 3Bepb CKOPO
NOHAN 3TO.

Jlean penctok n Kopak 4acTteHbKO ¢ HTepecoM Habnoganu 3a obyyeHnem [xag-6an-gxa, Xota B
Aylie cymTtanu aTo oyepenHon npuyynon TapsaHa.

— B KOHLe KOHLIOB, 4TO Tbl COBUpaeLLbcs AenaTb C 3TUM 3BEPEM NOCIE TOro, Kak OH BblpacTeT? —
cnpocuna kak-to [xkenH. — OH obeluaeT npeBpaTuTbes B Morydero Hymy. OH NpuBbLIKHET K ftoasm v
coBceM He byaeT ux 60sTbes. C Apyro CTOPOHbI, MPUYYEHHBIN eCTb MSICO C ropra vy4yena, oH
Bcerga 6yaeT CMOTPETb Ha ropIio XMBbIX MOAeN, Kak Ha MCTOYHUK MALLN.

— OH OygeT eCTb TONbKO TO, Ha YTO S eMY yKaxy, — OTBETUN YeroBek-obe3bsaHa.

— Hapgetocb, Tbl He Byfellb ykasbiBaTb €My Ha nogen? — cnpocuna [kenH B LWyTKY.
— OH HuKkorga He byaeT ecTb nogen.

— Ho rge rapaHTum, 4to Tbl CyMeeLlb B Criy4ae HeobXxoaAMMOCTM 3TO NpeaoTBpaTUTL?

— ymato, [xenH, 4yto nMbo Tbl HegoOLEHMBAELLL YM JbBa, B0 9 ero nepeoveHnBato. Ecnn npasa
Thbl, TO CaMyt0 TPYAHYIO YacTb paboTbl MHE eLle NPpeacTouT caenaTb, ECrn XKe Npae s, TO OHa
npakTn4eckn 3asepLueHa. NpoBepum BCe Ha NpakTUKe: cerogHa nocne obena Mol BO3bMeM
[xan-6an-gxa ¢ cobon Ha paBHUHY.

Ovum Tam npegocrtato4vyHo, U HaM He COCTaBUT Tpyada yBuaeTb, HACKOJIbKO CUIlbHa MOsA B1aCTb HaAo
J1IbBOM.

— CTtaBnio cTo beHTOB, — CKagzan KopaK, CMeAChb, — 4TO Nocrie Toro, Kak rfneB no4vyBCcTByeT BKYC
cBexen KpoBU, OH cAelaeT TO, YTO 3axo4eTcd emMy, a He Tebe.

- Eyﬂ,b no-TBoOeMYy, — OTO3Basricqa TapsaH, — HO HaaerCb, 4YTO cerogHAa 1ol U TBOA MaThb yBUOUTE
TaKkoe, 4YTO APYrMM 1 HE CHUIOCb.

— Jlopa 'pencToK — nyynm yKpoTUTEnb XMULLHUKOB, — BOCKNUKHYNa [xenH, n TapsaH paccmesrncsa
BMECTE C HUMU.

— OTO He yKpoLLeHne 1 He OpeccMpoBKa, — cKasan YenoBek-obe3bsiHa. — BosbMmem ang npumepa
rMNOTETMYECKYHO CUTyauuio. [JonycTnm, K BaM NpUXoauT HEKTO, KOO Bbl MUHCTUHKTUBHO WA
BGecco3HaTenbHO cuMTaeTe CBOMM 3nenwmnm Bparom. Bel 6ontech ero. Bbl He NoHMMaeTe HK crioBa
13 TOro, YTo OH roBopuT. HO OH AaBuWT Ha Bac cBoewn rpybon cumnon n 3actaenseT genartb TO, YTO OH
xoyeT. Bbl HeHaBnanTe ero, HO BbIHYXAEHbI NOAYNHATLCA. ECnun B KaKOM-TO MOMEHT Bbl
NMoYyBCTBYETE, YTO MOXETE OCNyLlaTbCs ero, Bbl 0683aTenbLHO ocnylwaeTeck. bonee Toro, npu
yooOHOM cny4yae Bbl Bcerga rotoBbl 6pocuTbCst Ha Hero n youtb. A Tenepb — gpyras cutyaums. K
BaM NMpUXoauT HEKTO, C KEM Bbl 3HAKOMbI: OH ApYr ¥ 3aWwnTHMK. OH NOHMMAaET Bac U roBOpUT Ha
Ballem A3bike. OH KOPMUT BAC, OH 3aCnyXXun Bawle gosepme JodpoTon n 3aboTon 1 NPOCUT Bac
caenatb YTo-To Ans Hero. Pa3ee Bbl oTkaxeTe emy B Npocbbe? HeT, Bbl OXOTHO ee ncnonHute. Bot
1 30M10TON NEB UCMOJTHUT MO0 NPOCLOY.

— lNoka oHa ByaeT coBnagaTtb C ero cO6CTBEHHbLIMU XenaHuammn, — 3ameTun Kopak.
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— He nepebusan, — ckasan Tap3aH. — [JonyCTuMm, 4YTO CyLLECTBO, KOTOPOE Bbl NoduTe 1
NoBMHYyeTeCb EMY, UMEET CUIYy HakasaTb Unn gaxe ybuTb Bac B criydae HeobxoauMoCTH, YTOObI
NPUHYOUTbL Bac NOAYMHUTBLCA ero npukasam. Kak Torga Bel cebsa nosegere?

— MNocmoTpum, — yknoHuncs ot oteeTa Kopak, — kak 6bICTpO 30/10TOM NEB NO4APUT MHE COTHIO
dyHTOB...

B 10T e geHb nocne obena oHW oTnpaBunuch Ha paBHuHy. [hkag-6an-gxa cnegosan no natam
nowagmu Tap3aHa. Ha HekoTopoMm paccTtosiHum oT ByHrano y HebonbLion rpynnbl AepeBbEB
BCAJHUKN CNELLUNCL N OCTOPOXHO ABUHYNUCH BReped K 60N0TUCTON HU3KHE, rae 0Obl4HO Nacnuch
aHTunonbl. Tap3aH, [bxerH, Kopak n 30510TOM nes nputannmce 3a 6onbwmnm Kyctom. U3 Bcex
YyeTblpex OXOTHUKOB [xaa-6an-gxka Obin HaMMeHee OnbITHBIM: KOrda OHM NMOo3KoM Npobupanumce K
HU3NHE Yepes KyCTapHUK, NeB Hagenan Hemarno wyMmy. TeMm He MeHee OHM yaayHoO Npubnuannuck K
HU3WHE 1 YyBUAENN CTago MUPHO nacywmxcs aHtunon. Ctapbii camel, oTouncs ot ctaga n CToan K
HUM coBceM 61n3ko. Ha Hero-T1o 1 ykasan Tap3aH 30110TOMY fbBY KakKMM-TO 3arafjoMHbIM CNocoBoM.

- |_|pI/IHeCI/I ero, — wennyn yenoBek-obe3bsHa, Ll,)Ka,u,—6an-,u,>|<a, NMOHAB NpuKas, 6eCLIJyMHO
OBUHYICA Bnepea.

OH nonskom npobuparcs CKBO3b ryCTON KyCTapHUK. AHTUNOMNbI NPOAOMKanu NacTUCb, HUYEro He
nogospesas. PacctosHue, oTaenssLlee nNbBa OT XepTBbl, ObINIO CANLWKOM BENWKO NS yAa4yHOro
HanageHus, noatomy [xaa-6an-axa satavncs, Bbbkuaas, kKorga aHtunona nogonaet nobnvke nnu
NOBEPHETCS K HEMY CMUHOWN.

Ctapbin camel, megneHHo npubnwmxkancs kK [bkag-6an-gxa. Moyt He3amMeTHO NeB roTOBUICS K
aTake, TOMbKO crierka nogparmsan KOHYMK ero xsocta. M Bopyr — kak MonHusa ¢ Heba, Kak cTpena,
BbINyLLEHHasa 13 nyka, XMWHUK 6pocuncs Ha CBOLO XXepTBy. B cambin nocnegHMn MOMEHT aHTuona
NnoYyBCTBOBasa ONacHOCTb, HO ObINO yXxe N034HO: NeB, NOAHSBLUMCL Ha 3a4HMe fnanbl, BCen
TSXKECTbIO CBOEro Tena HaBanurcsa Ha begHoe XMBoTHoe. Yepes cekyHay BCe Oblfio KOHYEHO.
Ctapo bpocunochk B cTpemuTenbHoe 6ercTeo.

— Bort Tenepb, — ckazan Kopak, — Mbl U TOCMOTPUM. ..
— OH NpuHeceT aHTUony MHe, — yBEpPEHHO npouHec Tap3saH.

3onoTol neB Bbkkaan MrHOBEHWE, pbl4a Hag Tyllen cBoel 4obblun. 3aTem cxBaTUN ee 3a 3arpuMBoK
1, NOBEPHYB rofioBy HaboK, NoTalmn TyLly Mo 3eMre, MeaneHHo npobupasick Hasan k TapsaHy. OH
BOJIOYMIT YOUTYIO aHTUMOMY CKBO3b KYCTapHUK, MOKa He Bpocun y HOr CBOero Xo3sinHa, u
OCTaHOBWIICSA, MSAA B NIULO YernoBeka-06e3bsiHbl C BblpaXKeHMEM, KOTOpPOoe Henb3s bbino
NCTOMKOBaTb MHa4Ye, Kak ropaoCTb 3a COBEPLLEHHbIN NOABUT U OXMaaHWe Nnoxearbi.

Tap3aH nornagun ero No rpMee, NOroBOPUI C HAM TUXMM FOFIOCOM, XBansi ero 3a nobeny, a 3atem,
BbIHYB HOX, BCMOPOJT aHTUIoNe ropro, Bbinyckasi KpoBb. [>keriH 1 Kopak ctosnm nobnmsocTy,
Habnogasn 3a noBegeHnem [hxag-6an-gxa. YUto 6yaet genartb NeEB, NOYYSB 3anax CBEXEW KpoBu?
ToT NpuHIOXancs, 3apblyan U, 0OHaXMB KNblkK, Oornsiaen Bcex Tpoux. Yenosek-o0e3bsiHa OTTOMKHYNM
€ro NagoHbio, U NNIEB CHOBA CEPANTO 3apblvarn U OCKanurcs.

BeicTp Hyma, 6bicTp Bapa-oneHb, HO ObicTpee Bcex Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn obesbsH. Tak 6bICTPo U
HeOXMAAaHHO HaHeC OH CBOW yaap, 4To [xan-6an-mpka ynan Ha CNuHY NOYTM B TOT XXe MUr, Koraa
3apblyarn Ha cBoero xo3sivHa. OH MFHOBEHHO BCKOYMI Ha nanbl, U OHW OKasanucb AnLoM K nuuy

Apyr NpoTuB apyra.
— JlexxaTb! — npukasan yenoBek-obe3sbsiHa. — Jlexatb! JlexaTsb, [xag-6an-gxal

Ero ronoc 6bin HU3KMM U TBEpObIM. JleB BbiKOan HEeKOTopoe MIrHoBeHune 1 3aTtem ner, nog4YNHAAChb
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koMaHze Tap3aHa. YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa NOBEPHYNCS U BCKUHYM TyLLY aHTUNOMNbI ceGe Ha nnevyo.

— Mownu, — 6pocun oH xan-6an-gxa. — 3a MHOM! — 1, He B3rNAHyB 6onblue Ha NbBa, ABMHYIICA
BMNepe K nowaasm.

— A porkeH 6b1n 3TO NpeaBuaeTb, — ckasan Kopak co cmexom. — Torga 6bl Mou CTO oyHTOB
ocTtanucbk 6bl B COXpaHHOCTH.

— KoHeuHo, Tbl OMmKeH Obin 3TO NpeaBuaeTb, — OTKIIMKHYNAck ero matb.

lIl. TAMHASA BCTPEYA

[oBONbHO NpuBneKaTenbHas, XOTa U CIIULKOM KPUKITMBO oAdeTas, Monoas xeHwmHa obegana Bo
BTOpPOpPa3psgHOM AelleBom pectopaHymke JloHgoHa. OHa npusnekana BHMMaHWE He CTONbKO
CBOEW NpeKkpacHon unrypon n 6pockon BHELLHOCTbLIO, CKONIbKO OBNMKOM CUASLLErO PSAOM C HEN
MYXXUMHbI. OTO ObiN KPYMHbIN, XOPOLUO CIIOXEHHbIN aTtneT C LWMPOKMMU NrevyamMu, MOoryden rpyabto u
y3kumun 6egpamu.

Ha Bua emy MoxHo Gbino Aath NeT ABaauaTth, HO NULO ero NokpbiBana Takas orpomHas 6opoaa,
YTO Kas3anocb, OYATO OH BbIMMSAAbLIBAET U3 3acafbl. TeNOCMNoXeHWe, XeCTbl, MaHepa NoBeaeHNs
AIBHO YKa3blBanu Ha TO, YTO OH GbIn XOPOLIO TPEHUPOBAHHLIM CMIOPTCMEHOM.

My>X4nHa 1 XKeHLMHa BENN TUXUW Pa3roBop, BpeMeHaMn NnepexoamBLLNA B TOPSYMIA Crop.
— [oBopto e Tebe, — MPOM3HEC MYXUYMHA, — A HE BUXKY HY>XAbl B OCTaslbHbIX.

[Moyemy Mbl OOIMKHbI 4ENUTLCA C HUMK? 3a4eM OeNnuTb Ha LWEeCTb YacTen TO, YTO MOXHO pas3fenuTb
Ha aBoux?

— [lns ycnexa npeanpusiTUst HYXXHbl AEHbIN, — BO3pa3una XeHumHa. — Hu y Tebs1, HU y MeHsl nx Her.
Ay HUX eCTb, 1 OHM ByayT cHabxaTb Hac AeHbramu 1 aepxaTbcsi 3a Hac. Mbl UM HYXXHbI. Y MeHst —
nHdopmauus, y Tebs — BHelHOCTb 1 cuna. OHu uckanu tTebs aBa roga, U Tenepb, Koraa Halnm, s
He xoTena Obl OKa3aTbCsl HAa TBOEM MecTe, ecn Tbl B3gymaellb npeaaTb ux. OHM NpocTo
nepepexyT Tebe ropno, 3ctebaH, ecnum pewar, 4To cMoryT obonTnch 6€3 TBOEN NOMOoLLMK,
0COBEHHO ceiyac, Korga Thl 3HaeLUb MX MnaHbl. A yXX NONbITaTbCA copBaTh BECh Kyll... — OHa
noxana nnevamu. — HeT, MOl JOPOrom, s CIIMLLKOM JTH6IH KM3Hb, YTOObI y4acTBOBaTbL B NOA0OHOM
aBaHTIOpE.

— Ho s roBopto, ®nopa, 4To OHU XOTAT AaTb HAM MeHbLUE, YeM Mbl 3acnyxusaem. Kntouy kK ycnexy B
TBOUX pyKax, s 6epy Ha cebs BeCb pUCK, — NOYEMY K€ Mbl AOSMKHbI MONYYUTb paBHbIE 40NN C
ocTanbHbIMU?

— Torga noroBopu ¢ HAMK caM, AcTebaH, — ckasana XeHLMHa, CHOBa noxas nneyamu. — Ho BoT
TebGe MOV COBET: Korga Tbl BCE y3HaeLLb, Tbl OCTaHeLWbCA J0BOMNEH. be3 moen nHgpopmauumn oHn He
CMOTyT HUYero caenatb, U s BKNtoumna t1ebs B 9TO Aeno, HO BeAb U S He NpOoLly MHOroro, s BNosHe
Oyay yaoBneTBopeHa OgHON LWeCTon YacTbio. [loBepb MHE, ecnn Tbl HE UCMOPTULLL AENO0, OAHa
LecTas Toro, 4YTto Thbl BblHECELb, ByAeT gocTaTovHOM ANg Ntoboro n3 Hac 40 KOHLA XU3HW.

Kasanocbk, My>4nHy He yb6eamnu ee cnoea, U y MONOAON XKEHLNHbI BO3HMKIO OLLYLLIEHWNE, YTO OH He
BEPUT HN eAMHOMY crnoBy. [JeNcTBUTENbHO, OHa OYeHb Maro 3Hana ero 1 BcTpeyanachb C HUM NLLb
HeCKOmbKO pa3 nocre Toro, kak napy MecsiLieB Hasaj yBuiena ero Ha akpaHe JIOHOOHCKOro
KMHOTeaTpa B hurbMe, rae OH Urpan BTOPOCTENeHHY porib PUMCKOro nermoHepa. BHumaxue
®nopbl Xakec NpyBEK ero BHyLWWNTENbHBIN POCT U 6e3ynpeyHoe TerocrnoxeHne, a BOBCE He
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aKTepCKOe MacTepPCTBO, NOTOMY YTO B TEYEHME OBYX NIET OHA U €€ COOOLLHMKM nCKanu YenoBeka
Takoro Tvna, kak 9ctebaH MupaHga. Hantn aktepa okasanocb He Tak-TO NPOCTO, HO Yepes3 Mecsl
YMNOPHbIX NOMCKOB OHa ObHapyxuna dcrebaHa B 04HOM 13 3alUTATHbLIX JTOHAOHCKUX KMHOCTYAUN.
3HaKOMCTBO COCTOSINIOCH, HO 0 Nopbl A0 BpemMeHn driopa He OTKpbiBana eMy UCTUHHOW LEeNnn nx
ApYXObl.

OHa cpasy onpeaenuna, Yto OH — UCNaHeL, U, 04EBUAHO, N3 XOPOLLEN CEMbU, HO Hepa3bopyrB B
cpeacTBax Ans 4OCTMXKEeHUs cBomx uenen. OH MOMEHTanNbHO COrnacunca NpuMHATL y4acTue B
COMHUTENbHOW aBaHTOpe, pa3paboTaHHOM Propon Xakec n ee YeTblpbMsi COOOLLHUKaMK, Koraa Ta
caenana npegnoxeHue. NoatomMy, 3Hast 0 ero 6ecnprMHLMNHOCTM, OHa peLunna NPUHATL BCE MepbI
NpPeaoCTOPOXKHOCTU, YTOObI HE AaTb eMy BO3MOXHOCTU B OAMHOYKY BOCNOJSIb30BaTLCS NOMYyYEHHOM
MHpopmaumen, a caMbili rMaBHbIV CEKPET OHa pelunna gepxaTb npu cebe, He AoBeEPSIt HUKOMY 13
COOOLLIHMKOB.

drnopa n 3ctebaH HEKOTOpPOE BpeMsi CMaeny Monya, nourpbiBasi nycTeiMu 6okanamu. HeoxnaaHHo
NMOCMOTPEB B NMNLIO CBOEro cobeceHnKa, XXeHLNHa nepexsaTtuna ero B3rnsg, CTornb
KpaCHOpPEYMBbIN, YTO JaXe MeHee UCKYLLIEHHas B XUTENCKNX Aenax npeacTaBuTenbHuUa cnaboro
nona 6e3 Tpyaa pasragana Obl ero cMbicr.

— Tl MOXeLLb 3aCTaBUTb MEHS caenaTb Bce, YTO 3axodellb, dnopa, — ckasan Myx4uHa. — Korga Tl
psiooM, S 3abbiBato 0 30M10Te M AyMato O APYroi Harpage, B KOTOPOW Tbl MOCTOSIHHO OTKa3blBaellb
MHe, HO KOTOPOW A OAHaXabl A0ObLIOCh.

— JTtoboBb 1 BU3HEC — HECOBMECTUMbI, — OTBETUNA XeHLWwunHa. — CHavyana caenanv geno, a notom
roBopwu o no6sun.

— Tbl He NOBULWBL MeHs, — npoxpunen ActebaH. — A 3Hato, g Bugen... Bce TBon coobLHMKN NOGAT
Tebs, 1 Tbl HE OTBEepraeLlb UX yxaxxusaHun. Bot noyemy s1 ux HeHaBuxy. Ecnv Obl 51 3HaN, 4TO Thl
nobuwb 0gHOMo 13 HKX, A BbipBan Obl y HEro cepgue. A nHorga gymaro Tak: cHavana Tbl ntobuna
OLHOro, 3aTeM Apyroro... Tbl cAUWKOM amunbsapHa ¢ HUMK, dnopa. A sugen, kak [bkoH Nebns
cXan TBOK PyKy, Korga Agymar, Y4To Ha Bac HUKTO He cMoTpuT. Korga Tbl TaHuyelwb ¢ [Jnkom
TpoHOM, OH Tak NpwXMMaeTcs K Tebe, YTo Bbl He TaHuyeTe, a obHMMmaeTeck. men B Buagy, dnopa,
MHE 3TO He HPaBUTCH, N B OOQUH NPeKpacHbI AeHb 9 3abyay nNpo 305710TO U MOXKET CNyYnTbCS Tak,
4yTO BydeT He C KeM LeNUTbCSA CnNMTKamu, KoTopble s npueesy n3 Adpukun. bnobep n Kpacku
notakatoT Tebe BO BCeM, U, BO3MOXHO, Kpackn — cambli onacHbIN, NMOTOMY YTO OH, YepT BO3bMMU,
KpacuB, 1 s 3aMeyalo, Kakme HexHble B3rnsabl Tl Bpocaellb Ha Hero ykpagkown.

3no6HbIN OrOHEK BCMbIXHYM B rNasax XKeHLUUHbI, U Kanpu3HbIM XXECTOM OHa 3acTaBuna dctebaHa
3amornyaTthb.

— Kakoe Tebe geno, ceHbop MupaHnga, Koro s1 Bbibupato B CBOM Apy3bsi, Kak Beay cebs ¢ HUMn, nnm
Kak OHM BeayT cebs co MHOM? A Xo4y, 4TOD Thbl NOHAS: S 3HAK 3TUX MY>XYMH HECKOSBbKO NeT, a Tebs
BCEro NnLLb HECKONBbKO Headerb. M ecnn y KOro-t1o 1 610 661 NpaBo y4UTb MEHSI, XOTS TaKoro npaea
HEeT HU Y KOro, TO CKopee BCero — y OAHOro 13 HUX, HO HUKaK He y Tebs.

Ero rmasa cepanto 6necHynu.

— Tak 5 1 3Han! — BOCKIMKHYN OH. — Tl No6uLlb 0gHOro n3 HMX. — OH NeperHyncs Yepes CTon u
yrpoxatoLe HaknoHusca K Hen. — [la MHe TOMNbKO BbISCHUTb — KOrO, U S pa3opBy ero Ha Kycku!

OH 3anycTun nasnbubl B CBOU OJIMHHbIE YEePHblI€ BOJ10OCbl, KOTOPbIE B3bEPOLUUITNCL, CITOBHO rprBa
nbBa. Ero rnasa nbinann orHem, Bbi3BaBLLMM XOJN10OHYIO APOXb B cepaue CDJ'IOpr. BpemeHaMM OH
Ka3alicda cymacliegwnm, 1 XXeHuwmnHa nogymara, 4to He CTOUT Apa3HnTb ero, a, HaOGOpOT, Haao

I'IOI'IpO6OBaTb YCNOKOUTb U BCEJMUTb HaaexXay.

— Hy-Hy, OcTebaH, — npowlenTana oHa ¢ AeMNaHHON HEXHOCTbIO, — He Ha4o A0BOAUTL cebsa oo
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Takoro coctosiimst 6e3 ocobbix NpUYMH. A Xe He ckasana, YTo Nobnk Koro-t1o n3 HUX. NMpocTo A He
NpYBbIKIIA K NOA0OHBIM MPOSBNEHUAM YYBCTB.

Bo3MOXHO, BaWIMM UCNAHCKUM CEHbOPUTaM 3TO HPaBUTCS, HO S XK€ aHrMUNCKas XeHLWNHa, 1 ecrnu
Tbl MeHs NMoBULWb, Beaun cebs Tak, kak nogobaeTt aHrMMnckoMmy BroGneHHoMY.

— Tbl HE cKasana, 4To NbuLb OAHOrO N3 HUX, HO, C APYron CTOPOHBI, Tbl HE CKa3ana, YTo He
nobuwb Hukoro. Ckaxn, dnopa, Koro Tol NOOULLL?

Ero rnasa ele cBepkanu, orpoMHOe TENo COApOranoch OT CAepPKMBaeMoi CTpacTy.

— OcTtebaH, s He nobno HUKOro U3 HNX, — OTBETUIA OHAa, — HO M TebA A He ntbnto. XoTa... — drnopa
nomosnyana, — 9 morna 6bl NoNtbUTb, N Tak, Kak HAKTO HUKOrAa He nbwun, HO 9 He Mory cebe 3Toro
NMO3BOMUTb, MOKa Tbl HE BEPHELLLCA, U Mbl HE ByaeM MMeTb BO3MOXHOCTb XUTb, FAe 3aX0TUM U Kak
3ax0TuM... Ho n B 3TOM cny4yae A Hu4yero He obelato. ..

— Jlydwe noobelyan, — ckasan oH yrptoMo, HO yxe 6onee mupontobuso. — Jlyywe noobeluan,
dnopa, NOTOMY 4YTO 4151 MEHS 30510TO — HNUYTO 6e3 TBOEN NtobBI.

— Tywe, — nepebuna oHa ero, — oHn nayT. OHM 1 Tak ono3ganu Ha non4yaca.

OcTtebaH NnogHAN ronosy, U OHW BABOEM Habnioganu 3a npubnmxeHnemM YeTBepPbIX MYXXUMH,
BOLLeAWNX B pecTopaH. [1Boe U3 HUX, 0OMeBUOHO, ObIfn aHrfiM4aHaMn — Kpenkue ynuTaHHbIe NapHu,
BbIrNagesLIne TeMu, Kem 1 Obinn Ha camoM aerne — 6okcepamn cpeHero Beca; TpeTun — Agonbg
Bntobep — HEBBICOKUIN XXMPHbBI HEMELIKUIA €BPEN C KPYTTbIM KPacHbIM SIMLOM M Bbluben Wween; a
nocrnegHuin, cambli MagaLwnn n3 YetTeepblx bbIT caMbiM KpacuBbiM. Ero rmagkas 6enas koxa,
NPUATHOE N0 C BONbLUMMU YEPHBLIMY FNa3amMun yxxe caMmm No cede mornm Bo3byanTb PEBHOCTb
MupaHabl, HO, KpOMeE TOro, Ha rofloBe Yy Hero pasBeBasachb KOMnHa KallTaHOBbIX BOMOC, a (hurypon
OH HanoMuHan rpeveckoro 6ora v gsurancs ¢ rpaumen pycckoro TaHUOBLLMKA, KeM 1 Obin B
JEeNCTBUTENbHOCTH.

[eByLLKa NPUBETNMBO BCTPETMNA BCEX YETBEPLIX, TOraa Kak ucnaHew, Nuilb YrProMO KUBHYII, NMoKa
OHM paccaxuBanvcb BOKpYr cTona.

— Buna! — kpukHyn NMebns, ygapss no crony, 4tobbl NpmBneYs BHUMaHne odpuumaHTta. — lNogante
BUHa!

3aka3s Bbl3Bas Bceobuiee oqobpeHne, 1 Noka OHM B OXXUAAHMM BUHA 3aroBOPUIIM O BTOPOCTEMNEHHbIX
BeLlax: o noroge, 06 obcroaTenbCcTBax, 3agepXXaBLUnX UX, O NOBCEAHEBHbIX COObITUAX. B TeyeHne
pasroBopa OcTtebaH cuaen B Mpa4yHOM MOSTYaHUN, HO, HaKoHeL, OPULMAHT NPUHEC BMHA, U OHK
BbINWUNK 3a 3gopoBbe Propbl — TOCT, CTaBLUMN CBOEOOpa3HON Tpaauumnen npu nx BCTpeyax.

— Hy! — BocknukHyn Mebns, yaapssa no cTony CBOUMM OrpOMHbIM KyriakoM. — Bce B cbope, ®nopa! Y
Hac ecTb BCe: MnaHbl, AeHbrn, ceHbop MupaHaa, a Tenepb, Aoporasi, Mbl FOTOBbI MOMAYYUTb TO, YTO
ecTb y Tebs.

— Ckonbko y Bac neHer? — cnpocuna <Dnopa. — DeHer n0Tpe6yeT0ﬂ MHOro, 1 €Clin y BaC He XBaTUT,
Nnydule gena He Ha4vynHaTtb.

Me6bn3 noBepHyncs k bnwobepy.

— Bort, — ckasan oH, YKa3blBad Ha HEro TosfiICTbiM narnbuem. — OTO Hall 4epToB KasHayen. OH ckaxeT
Tebe, CKONbKO Y HacC B HaJIM4nn.

BnioGep ynbiGHYCA crnalwaBoi ynbloKon, MoTMpas XXUpHbIE NagoHM.

— Hy-c, mucc ®nopa, ckonbKo no-sawemMy y Hac LOMKHO ObiTb?
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— He meHee aByx TbicAY, — OLICTPO OTBETMIA OHA.
— bor ¢ Bamun, — BocknukHyn bniobep. — [1Be Tbicaum — 370 Xe belueHble AeHbru!
[eByLlKka HeJOBOMBHO AepHynach.

— A ¢ camoro Ha4ana roBopurna Bam, YTo He cobupatocb MMeTb 4e0 C Ky4YKOW 3aHyaHbIX CKPST, U,
noka y Bac He ByaeT HY)XXHOW CyMMbl, 1 He JaM BaM HU KapTbl, HU TOYHbIX OPUEHTMPOB, a 6e3 HMX
Bbl HMKOrAa He fobepeTech 40 TalHMKa C cokpoBuLamMu. MoxeTe naTn U TpaTuTb BallM AEHbIU Kak
XOTUTE, HO NpeXae YeM S He YBMXKY ABYX ThicsAY (OyHTOB, sl He cO0bLLYy BaM CBeAeHWI, KOTopble
MOryT caenaTb Bac caMbiMu 6oratbiMu NtoAbMU B MUPE.

-Y CKpFIFVI €CTb AEeHbIn, — NpoBopYarn TpOH B NPOCTPaHCTBO.
— Y7106 MHe nponacTtb, ecJyin 4 NOHMMato, 0 YEM OH BeEEeT peyb.

— OH He MOXeT MHaye, — 6pocun pycckuin. — 3TO UX HauMOHanbHast YepTa — OH NonbiTaeTcs
00aypuThb Knepka B 6payHon KOHTOpe, ecnu bbl Aaxke cobparncs XXeHUTbCA.

— W npaBunbHo, — B3goxHyn bntobep. — Ho noyemy Mbl 4OMKHbI TPATUTL AeHer Gonblue, Yem 3TO
Heobxoaumo? Ecnv MoXHO Bce caenaTb 3a Tbicsdy, 3a4eM TpeboeaTtb ABe?

— NnwiHero He noTpaTM, He BoNTECh, — OrPbI3HYNAach AEBYLUKA, — €CMK XBATUT ThiCAYN, 0GonaemMcs
€10, HO HY)XHO UMEeTb [IBe Ha Criyyai HenpeaBuaeHHbIX PacXodoB, M, CyAs No ToMy, YTO A yBuaena B
TOW CTpaHe, Hac MoryT noAacTeperaTb NtoOble HEOXNOAHHOCTMW.

— On, on! — ckasan bntobep.
— Y Hero ecTb AeHbru, — ckasan [ebns, — Bce B nopsiake. lNepengem k geny.

— MoxeT ObITb, Y Hero n eCtb, — OTKITMKHYJ1aCb AeBYyLUKa, — HO CHa4dalla A Xo4y nx yBnaetb CBOMMU
rmasamu.

— Y710 X€e Bbl AymMaeTe, 9 nx Tackato ¢ cobon? — sospasun bnobep.
— PasBe Tbl He NoBepuLLb Ha CrIOBO? — CNPOCUN TPOH.
— W kTO MeHs 06 aToM cnpawmBaeT? — paccmesinacbk dnopa B MU0 COOOLLHUKY.

— Wanka otneTbix MoLeHHMKOB. A noBepuna 6ol cnoBy Kapna, ecnu 66l OH ckasan, 4to Tpebyemas
CymMma y Bac ecTb.

Mebn3 n TpoH HEQOBOMNBHO HAXMYpPUNUCb, a rMasa MupaHgbl NpeBpaTUNMCh B ABE Y3KNe 3nble
Lenkn, obpalleHHble B CTOPOHY pycckoro. bntobep ke, HanpoTuB, BOBCE HE YyBCTBOBas cebs
OCKOPOMEHHbIM — KaXeTcs, Yem Bornblue Hag HAM n3geBanncb, Tem b6ornblue eMy aTo Hpasunock. K
TOMYy e, ecnu Bbl KTO-HMOYAb Havan obpawaTbCa C HUM CO BHUMaHUEM U yBaXXEHWEM, OH Bran Obl
B HEMOMEPHOE BbICOKOMEPUE, N HAOBOPOT, OH NPUBLIK NOOLI3aTh YAAPSAIOLLYH0 ero pyky. Ha nuue
Kpacku 3acTbina camogoBorsibHas ynbibka, 3acTaBnsatoLLas BCKMNaTh KPOBb B XKUax ncnaHua.

— dnopa, ycnokoncs, — ckasan pycckun, — y bnitobepa ectb geHbrn. Mbl Ha3Ha4YMnM ero KasHadeem,
NMOTOMY YTO 3HAEM, YTO OH CKOpee yaaBuTcs, Yem BpPoCUT Ha BeTep NULWIHMI NeHc. o Hawemy
nnaHy Mbl XOTUM NOCKopee NoKnHYTb JIOHAOH No ABoe, YTOObl HEe NPUBNEKaTb SILLHErO BHUMaHUS.

OH BbITalWMN KapPTY U3 KapMaHa ¥ pa3BepHys ee Ha ctone. MNanbuem Kpacku ykasan Ha TOuKy,
OTMEYEHHYH 3HAKOM «UKC».

— 34ecb Mbl BCTPETUMCS U opraHu3yem akcneavuuio. MNepebiMy nonayT bnobep n MupaHga, 3atem
Me6bn3 1 TopH. K Tomy BpemeHu, korga mbl ¢ driopoii npubyaem, Bce AOMKHO ObITb FOTOBO AN
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ObICTPOro NpoaBMXEHNS B rNyOb CTpaHbl, rae Mbl pa3obbem 6a30BbI Narepb Ha gopore, BeayLen K
Hawewn uenu. lNoka Bbl byaeTe xaaTb Hac ¢ Pnopon, MupaHga MOXET XONUTb CBOU yCbl U
COBEPLUEHCTBOBaTb akTepckoe MacTepcTBo. [lymato, OH NOHSAM, KOro eMy npuaetcsa nsobpaxatb, 1
OH CnpaBuTCA CO cBoen 3agadven. NockonbKy eMy npuaeTca obMaHbIBaTb HEBEXECTBEHHbIX
TY3eMUEB U ANKUX XUBOTHbIX, HAAEKCb, HA 3TO €ro TanaHTa XBaTUT, HO BCe Xe NyCTb
noTpeHMpyeTcs.

CapkacTtumyeckasn 6ontnmeocTb Kpacku npyueena ncnaHua B SpocTb. [nasa ero Avko u 3robHo
CBEPKHYIN.

— CneayeT noHMMmaTb Bac Tak, — ckasan OH, C TPyAOM caepXxuBas 6elleHCTBO, — YTO A0 NyHKTa
«MKC» Thbl Bygelwb JobmpaTbca BMECTE C MUCC Xakec?

— VIMEHHO Tak, — OTBETUIT PYCCKUIA, — ecnn Yy Tebs XBaTUT yMa NOHSATb 3TO.

WcnaHeu npuBcTan u neperHyncs Yepes cton k Kpacku. [leBylika, cuaesluas psgom ¢ dctebaHom,
cxBaTura ero 3a nanbTo.

— MpekpaTn! — KpMKHYNa oHa, caepXxmBas ucnaHua. — Ccopbl MeXxay Bamu CTanm yxe
MOCTOSIHHBbIMUK, U MHE OHM Hadoenu. Ecnn 3To He npekpaTuTCs, S NOpBY C Bamu 1 nouwy 6onee
CONUAHbLIX KOMMNaHbLOHOB.

— [a nepecrtaHbTe, 4epT Bo3bMu! — BOCKNMKHynN NMNebns B cepauax.

— [bxoH npa., — npocunen TpoH rycteiM 6acom. — N dnopa npasa. VI ecnn Bbl HE YTOMOHUTECH, TO
Oyab 9 NPoKNAT, ecnun He Habblo Bam obomm mopAay!

OH o6Ben MupaHay v Kpacku TsbkenbiM B3rnsiaoMm.
— XBatuT, xBaTUT! — 3acyetunca bnwobep. — MNMoxmuTe gpyr Apyry pyky n éyabte apy3bsMmu.

— BepHo, — npobypyan Nebns. — BoT 310 geno. Nogan xe ceoto pyky, ActebaH. U TbI, Kapn.
3aknounTe MMp — Mbl XK€ He MOXXEM HadaTb paboTy 6e3 cornacusa mexay Hamu.

Pycckuin yyBcTBOBan cebst yBepeHHO 1 BENMKOAYLLHO NPOTAHYN PyKy. QcTebaH konebancs.

— Bosbmu cebs B pyku, — npoBopyan TpoH, — TO eCTb, YEPT BO3bMW, Nogan pyky. Ecnv Tbl xovellb
BEPHYTbCS B CBO MAapLUMBYIO KWNHOCTYAMIO — KaTUCb, Mbl HAaAeM ApYroro u ¢ HUM nogenumm
A06bIYy.

HeoxngaHHo XMypoe JNnuo ncnaHua ocBeTuIioCb I'IpI/IFITHOIZ yJ'IbI6KOIZ.

— WN3BuHK. KaxxeTca, 9 noropayumncs, HO s1 He NpoTmB Bac. Mucc Xakec npaBa — Mbl JOSMKHbI ObITb
APY3bsiMU, NHaYe Mbl HUYEro He AobbeMcs, a YTo KacaeTca MeHsl, Kpacku, To BOT MOS pyka.

— OTnunyHo, — otosearcsa Kpacku, — npocTu 1 Tbl, ecnv s obuaen Tebs.

Ho pycckun 3abbin, 4to 3ctebaH MupaHga 6bin aktepom, a ecnv 6bl OH MOr 3arfsgHyTb B AyLly
nucnadua, To coaporHyncs obl.

— Hy a Tenepsb, korga Mbl Bce Apy3bs, — ckasan bnobep, notupas pyku, — noyemy 6ol Ham He
nepenTn K geny.

— [an-ka kapaHgaw, Kapn, — ckasana geByLuka, 1, Korga pycckuin nogan en kapaHgail, oHa
OTbICKana TOYKYy Ha KapTe, pacrofoXXeHHY0 Ha HEKOTOPOM PaCCTOAHUN OT TOYKN «UKC». TyT OHa
ovepTuia ManeHbK1n KPyXoK. — OTo NyHKT cbopa. Koraa mbl cobepemca Tam, Bbl NOnyunTe
AarnbHenLwmne MHCTPYKLMU, HO HE paHbLLe.
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Bntobep B3maxHyn pykamu.

— On, mucc dnopa, Bbl AyMaeTe, YTO Mbl BbIOPOCHMM ABE ThICAYN PYHTOB TOMBKO A1 TOro, YTOoObI
KynuTb KOTa B Mewke? Heyxenu Bbl bygeTe HacTamBaTtb Ha 3TOM?

HeT, Mbl JOMKHbI Npexae BO BceM yoeanTbca 1 ObiTb yBEPEHHLIMU.
— BoT umeHHo! — B3peBen [koH MNebns, ygapsist kynakom no cTony.
[eByLika HeTOpoONnMBO BCTana co cryna.

— YT0 X, Aeno Balle, — ckasarna oHa, Noxas nrevyamu. — Ecnu Bbl Tak peLumnm, MoXem
pa3bexaTbCs B pasHble CTOPOHbI.

— Mopoxante, nogoxaute, mucc ®ropa, — 3aBonHosarca bnobep, Toponnmeo BCckakmBas. — He
cepauteck! Ho Bonante B Hawe nosioxeHue. [1ge TbiCA4n OYHTOB — A€HbIM HEMarnble, a Mbl N0an
aernosble. Mbl ke He MOXeEM BbIOPOCUTL UX Ha BETEP, HE MOSyYNB HUYETO B3aMeEH?

— A 9 1 He Tpebyto BbiGpackiBaTb UX Ha BETEP, HUYENO HEe Nony4vasi B3aMeH, — pe3ko OTBeTuna
AeByllKa, a 3aTem gobaBuna, — Ho ecrn B 3TOM [erne KTO-TO KOMY-TO U JOJKEH AOBEPSATb
6e30roBopoYHO, TO 3TO Bbl — MHe! Ecnn st pacckaxky Bam Bce, HUYTO HE OCTAHOBUT Bac caenaTb
[eno camMoCTOATENbHO, OCTaBUB MEHS B Aypakax, a s He cobuparochb AOMNyCTUTb 3TOrO.

— Ho Mbl ke He MowweHHnkn, mucc dnopa, — npogormkun bnobep. — Mbl 1 B MbICAISIX HE AepXanu
oOMmaHyTb Bac.

— Ho Bbl 1 He aHrenbl, — oTnapvpoBana aesyluka. — bepexeHoro 6or 6epexer.

Ecnu Bbl XO0TUTE 4OBECTU 3TO Aeno A0 KOHLA, Bbl JOIMKHbLI TBEPAO CrieoBaTh MOUM yKa3aHUAM, U
Oyay Ha MecTe B MOMEHT 3aBepLUeHUst onepauunm, YTobbl ObiTb yBEPEHHOM, YTO NOMYyYy
npuynTaroLLyocs MHe osto. Bel Bepunu Mmoemy CrnoBy 4O HacTosiwero sBpeMmeHn. Bepunu, 4to s
obnapgato BaxkHOW MHOpMaUunen, 1 Tenepb BaM NpugeTtcsa nubo BepuTb 40 KOHUa, Nibo
paccTaTbCs no-xopoweMy. Kakor CMbIC ANa MeHs1 TalWmTbCAa Yepes IKYHIKU, nepexmsaTtb
TPYOHOCTW, BECTM Bac 3a cOOOM, ecrnn 9 He CMOrY BbINOSTHUTL CBOMX 0053aTenbCTB? A He Takas
aypa, 4Todbl HE MOHMMATb, YTO XAET MEHS B 9TOM Cflyyae OT Takux 6aHOMTOB, Kak Bbl. [oka xe s
obrnapgato cekpeTom, Bbl byaete 6epeyb 1 OXpaHATb MEHS, U B 3TOM rapaHTus Mmoen 6e30nacHoOCTMU.
Tak Kak Bbl Tenepb pewmnte? [a nnu HeT?

— [bxoH, [uk, — obpatuncsa bnobep k asym ObiBLuMM 6okcepam-npodeccmoHanam, — 4YTo Bbl Ha 3TO
ckaxxeTte? A 3Hato, yTo Kapn, ckopee Bcero, pasgenseT nosvumio dnopeil...

- npOBaJ'II/ITbCFI MHE Ha 3TOM MeCTe, — Npopblvar TpOH. — A Hukoraa HUKOMY HE [oBepArsl, HO
cenvyac, noxoxe, npunaoetcd Nnog4YnHNTbLCA CDnope. Ho B Clniydae 4ero, ecriim oHa norbiTaeTcAa Hac
HaOyTb... — M oH coenan MHOro3HauYnTENbHbIN XXECT NagoHbo Mo ropny.

— MoHnmato, [IkoH, — ynblbHynack geByuwlka. — A 3Hato, YTO Tbl CMOr Bbl caenaTb 3TO He 3a ABe
TbiCsYM, @ 3a ABa (pyHTa. Ho Tenepb Bce cornacHbl criegoBaTb Moemy nnaHy? Tel Toxe, Kapn?

OH cornacHo KMBHyI rofioBOMN.

- |_|O-BI/ILI,I/IMOMy, TaK AymMmakoT U OCTallbHbl€, — 3aKJITH04YUI1 OH.

V. O HEM PACCKASAIIN CIEAbI
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Korga [xap-6an-gxa, 3on0Tom nes, 4OCTUM ABYXIIETHErO BO3pacTa, OH NpeBpaTurics B
BENIMKONENHOro 3BEpPSi, KAKOro HAKOMY M3 [pencToKOB HE JOBOAMNOCE BUAETL. [1o0 cBOMM pasmepam
OH NPEBOCXOAMN CPEAHEro B3pOCOro camua, BHELWHe BbIrnsaaen NpeBoCXoHo: ero bnaropoaHasi
nocagka ronosbl U YepHas rpuBa gOMNOMHANNCE Pa3yMOM, N0 KOTOPOMY OH NPEBOCXOAM CBOUX
cobpaTbeB.

,El,)Ka,u-6an—,u,>Ka ObIn npegmMmeTomMm ropgoctm n MICTOYHMKOM pagoCcT And Tap3aHa 13 ninemMeHun
o0be3bsH, KOTOprVI, 6naro,u,ap$| YNOPHbIM TPEHNPOBKaM U BEJTMKOMY TEPreHuIo, pobunca
nopasnTtesibHbIX pe3yribTaToB. Ho neB 6onblue He cnan B Horax Y XO03A1Ha, a 3aHnMan otaesribHoe
MeCTO, NPUroToBJiIEHHOE eMY Tap3aHOM B KOHLIEe 6yHrar|o, nbo yenoBek-obe3bsHa npekpacHo
noHMmar, 4YTo, Kak H1M BOCNUTbIBaW fNbBa, OH BCE paBHO OCTAHETCA JIbBOM — XULLHbLIM MOXNpaTenem
MACa.

B nepsbini rog oH cBo6ogHO 6poamn No 4OMy U MO y4acTKy, B AanbHENLLEM XOAUIT TONbKO B
conpoBoXaeHun Tap3aHa. YacTto oHM BABOEM OTNPaBASANINCE HA PAaBHUHY U B J)KYHITIW, YTOObI
NOOXOTUTbCA BMecTe. B n3aBecTHOM cmbicne nes 6bi1 pyYHbIM, OH OAMHAKOBO POBHO OTHOCUIICS K
[bxeriH n k Kopaky, — HKTO M3 HUX He Bosncsa NbBa, BNONIHE AOBEPSS €My, HO K Tap3aHy u3
nnemeHun obesbsH [xan-6an-axa npmeasancs 6onble Bcero. K 4epHOKOXUM Cryram OH OTHOCWKIICSA
TEPNMMO U HMKOrAa He No3BonsAn cebe HanacTb Ha AOMALLHUX XXUBOTHbIX M MTUL, NOCHe TOro, Kak
elle B paHHeM geTcTBe Tap3aH rnokasan emMy, Kakoe HakasaHue nocrnegyet 3a XULWHUYEeCKUM
BTOP)KEHMEM B 3aroHbl AN1si CKoTa Unum NTUYHUKK. Kpome Toro, To 06CTOATENBCTBO, YTO OH HUKOrAa
He npebbiBan B COCTOSIHUN CUMbHOIO rofioda, BO MHOIOM SIBMSASIOCH peLlatowmnmMm akTopom B
COXPaHHOCTU XXMBHOCTN Ha dbepme.

Yenosek 1 3Bepb, kasarnocb, NpekpacHo NoHWManu apyr apyra. Bpsig nu nee ocosHasan Bce, YTO
roBopun emy Tap3aH, HO JIerkocTb, C KOTOPOW OH CXBaTbliBas CyTb CKa3aHHOrO, Nopaxana
BooGparkeHwue. MNMocnyLlaHne yaa4yHo cknaabiBanocb U3 ABYX KOMMNOHEHTOB: MPUBSA3AHHOCTM NbBa U
cTporoctu Tap3saHa. BocnMTaHHoe ¢ AeTCTBa, OHO CO BPEMEHEM CTarlo NMPUBbLIYKON Yy B3POCIOro
nbea. Mo komaHge Tap3aHa OH yxoaur OOCTaTOYHO AarneKo Y MPUHOCWKIT NMOCHe OXOTbl aHTUMIoNy
nnu 3e6py, Knan cBot Ao0blYy y HOM X035IMHa, He MblTasicb cam NonpoboBaTh Msica; OH Aaxe
MPUHOCUIT XKMBbIX XMBOTHbIX, HE NPUYMHSAA UM Bpeaa.

BoTt Takum 6bin 3onoTton nes, 6poaMBLLMIA MO AEBCTBEHHBIM I)KYHIIAM CO CBOMM XO3AWHOM,
MOXOXXWUM Ha flecHoe DOXeCTBO.

MpnbnunantensHO B 3TO BpeMS 0 YenoBeka-o6e3bsHbl CTanu 4OXOAUTb CRYXM O MOSBNEHUN Ha
toro-3anage ot ero bepmbl pas3donHNYLEN LLANKKN, KOTOpPas OXOTUIAch 3a CITIOHOBOM KOCTbIO,
rpabuna, ybnsana u yroHsana B pabcteo TysemueB. Co BpemeH wenxa Akopa 6eH KxaTtypa
nogobHble pacckasbl HE TPEBOXUIIN CMOKONCTBUA ANKUX DKYHrNen. Tap3aH 6bino obecnokowuncs,
HO MPOLLIIO HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, U CyXu camu cobor noyTuxnu.

BonHa nonHocTbio paccTpouna mnHaHcoBble aena 'penctokos. [pakTuyeckn Bce AeHbrn Obinm
oTAaHbl Ana nobeabl CO3HUKOB, @ TeNepb M TO HEMHOIOE, YTO Y HUX OCTaBanocCh, YLUO Ha
BOCCTaHOBMNEeHne oepmsbl.

— Cypasa no BceMmy, [xeliH, — ckasan Tap3aH ogHaxabl Be4EpOM CBOEN XeHe, — CTaHOBUTCH
HeobxoaMMbIM eLle oaHo nyTewecteme B Onap.

— A naxe gymatb 06 aTOM 60t0Cb, — OTBETUNA OHA. — Thl ABaXAbl BbIPbIBASICS U3 3TOr0 YXKacHOro
ropoga, HO eaBa XuBbIM. B TpeTun pas yaaya MOXeT OTBEPHYTbCA OT Tebs. [)KOH, y Hac Bcero
AOCTaTO4YHO, YTObbI XNTb 6€36e4HO 1 CHaCTNMBO.

3auem puckoBatb 3TUMUN OBYMA BELWaMU, KOTOPblEe BaXHeEe ntoboro 6oraTcTBa, BO MMS1 NMOMbITKA
elle pas NPoOHNKHYTbL B TalHble COKpOBVILLI,HI/ILI,bI?

— Pucka Hukakoro, [xenH, — 3aBepun ee Tap3aH. — B nocnegHui pas BepHep Bbicriegmn MeHs, HO
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MeXOy HUM U 3eMNneTpsiceHMEM He OblNo HMKaKon cBs3n. Toraa s AeUCTBUTENBHO Obln Ha Kpato
rméenu, Ho BEPOATHOCTb NMOBTOPEHUS TAKOrO CTEYEHUSI OOCTOATENLCTB KpaHe Mana.

— Ho Tbl He nongewb 0AUH? — NoMHTEpecoBarachb oHa. — Tbl Bo3bMeLlb Kopaka?

— Her, - BO3pa3usi yenoBek-obe3bsiHa, — A He BO3bMY €r0. OH ocTaHeTc4 34echb ¢ Tobon, NOCKOJ1bKY
Mo€e ONnTeribHOE OTCYTCTBUE MOXET OKa3aTbCA OonacHee AJiA Tebs, yem onsa mexs. A BO3bMY
nATbAeCAT BOMHOB Ba3npwn, HOCUIbLLNKOB, YTOObI HECTW 30M10TO, U TAKUM 06p830M Mbl CyMeeM
NPUHECTU CTOJIbKO, YTO XBATUT Ha AO0JIroe BpeEMA.

— A xap-6an-gxa? Tbl BO3bMeELLb €ro?

— Her, eMy nydlle oCtaBaTbCA 34€Cb. KopaK NMPUCMOTPUT 3a HAM U 6y,qu MHOrgJa BbiIBOOUTb €ro Ha
OXOTYy. A I'IOI7I,EW Halnerke, 6bICTpO, M 3TO nytTewecTtBne oKkaxeTca A4 HEero YTOMUTesribHbIM: J1IbBbl HE
nooaT XKapKoro coJsiHua, a Tak Kak Mbl 6yp,eM naTtn B OCHOBHOM AHEM, lyMaAlO, Ll,)Ka,u,—6an-,u,>Ka
HaaoJIro He XBaTuUT.

BoT Tak n cnyyunoce, 4to Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6e3bsiH BHOBb OTMPaBMIICA MO JONTOM Jopore B
Onap. 3a HMM Wwaranu NATbAecsAT Basupu-BeNIMKaHOB — OTPSiA, COCTaBMNEHHbIN N3 0TOOPHbIX
BOWHOB, MOJTHOCTbIO NOAYMHSIBLUMXCS NpUKa3am Tap3aHa.

Ha Bepange 6yHrano crosnu kenH n Kopak n npowanbHO Maxanu pykamu, a n3 ganbHero
CTPOEHUs 0 cryxa YyenoBeka-o6e3bsiHbl JOHOCUMCA TOCKNMBLIN ronoc hxan-6an-gxa — 3onotoro
nbBa. YOansaacb, OHU ChbIWanu, Kak Kpuk HymMmbel OHOCKMICSA 40 HUX NO XONTIMUCTOW paBHUHE, MOKa
COBCEM He CMOJIK, NOrNOLWEHHbIN PacCTOSHUEM.

CKopoCTb NpoABMXEHNS OTpsAa onpeaensnach, HECMOTPS HA MeASNIUTENbHOCTb YEPHOKOXMUX,
HacTon4mMBocCTbio Tap3aHa. CpaBHUTENBHO BLICTPO UM yaanocb NPONTN OCHOBHYO YacTb NyTu. [ns
3aKaneHHbIX MYXXYMH, Maywmx oT pepmbl Hanerke, aTo Obino caenatb HeTpyaHo. OaHako, Tap3aH
paccuuTarn, 4To obpaTHO OHU, Harpy>XeHHble CrMTKamMu 30510Ta, OyayT ABUraTbCcsa ropasao
MeaneHHee 1, xotss Onap nexan NnpMMepHo B ABEHaAUAaTV AHEBHbIX Nepexonax, OTBes Ha BCHO
PUCKOBaHHYIO aKCneauumio NnpuMepHO ABa Mecsua. Ero otpsia coctosn u3 BbIHOCNUBbLIX BOMHOB,
NO3TOMY OHM yCneBanu NpouTh 3a AeHb 3Ha4YMTenbHoe paccTtosiHne. OHM He Hecnn Ha cebe
HWKaKUX rpy30B, MM He TpeboBarnoch 3anacoB MMM, Tak Kak BCe BOUHbI Oblnn NpekpacHbIMU
OXOTHMKaMM M OTPSA LWen No MEeCTHOCTU, rae Andb Boamnach B M306mMnmn. M He HyXHbl Obinn
rpomMo3akmne o603bl, Kak ans 6enbix.

[DKyHrIvM gaBanv UM Hourmer, a Konbe, CTPerbl U curna UX BENMKOro 6enoro komaHampa crnyxunm
rapaHTUen Toro, YTo MX XKeNyaKu He ocTaHyTcs NycTbiMU. HO YepHOKOXME BOUHbI CAepXXMBanm
npoasuxeHne TapsaHa. Ecnv 6bl OH LWen oguH, To Nnpeogonen 6bl paccTosHve Ao Onapa 3a
HECKOIbKO [IHEW, MOCKOMbKY KOraa OH peluan NnpubaBuTb CKOPOCTU, OH pakTUYecKn nponeTan
CKBO3b [IKYHITIM, HE3aBUCKUMO OT BPEMEHU CYTOK U He 3Has yCTanocTu.

OpHaxabl B nongeHb Ha TpeTben Heaene nepexoaa TapsaH, 3abexaBLumi Aaneko Bnepen oTpsaa
B MOMCKax ML, COBEPLUEHHO HEOXMAAHHO Habpen Ha Tywy bapbl-onena. CTpena, ykpaleHHas
nepbsMu, NPoH3una 6ok XXMBOTHOrO. bbINo 04EBMAHO, YTO ONEeHb Obin paHeH Henoganeky oT 3Toro
MecTa, rae OH CBanwusncsa MepTBblv, MO0 pacnonoXeHne CTpenbl ykasbliBarno, YTO paHa He Morna
NPUBECTU K MTHOBEHHOW cMepTu. Ho BGornblue Bcero YyenoBeka-o6e3bsiHy Nopasus BHELWHWIA BU,
CTpenbl, KOTOPYIO OH BbiTaLuS U3 Tena oneHs. Kak Tonbko OH caenan 9To, OH NOHAN NPUYUHY
CBOEro yaMBreHus: nogobHyo cTpeny MOXHO 6bino 6bl KynuTb B M06OM MarasmHe CnopTUBHbIX
TOBapoOB B Ntobom 6onbLIoM ropoae mupa. C NOMOLLLIO TaKMX CTPEN NYYHUKN YIPaXKHANUCH B
cTpenbbe 13 nyka Ha cTagmMoHax 1 B 3aropofHbix napkax. Hnyero He morno 6biTb 6onee
HeyMeCTHbIM, YeM 3Ta rnynas urpyllka B cepaue ankon Adpuku, Ho, cyasa No MepTBOMY Teny
Bapbl, oHa caenana ceoe feno.

lMopasmbicnne HeMHOro, Tap3aH NpuLEen K BbIBOAY, YTO cTpena 6bina BbinyLleHa OnbITHOM PYyKOWN.
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Ero oxBatnno nobonbITCTBO 1 OAHOBPEMEHHO BPOXAEHHOE YyBCTBO HA[BUraloLLENCS ONaCHOCTH.
Hy>XHO XOpOLLO 3HaTb AXKYHIMN, YTOObI BbRKUTL B HUX, @ KPOME TOro, Helb3s UTHOPMPOBaTb HUYETO
CTPaHHOro UM HeobbIYHOIO, He NbITasiCb HANTN 0O bSACHEHNS, NO3TOMY Tap3aH HanpaBuIcs
obpaTHO No crnegam onexs, YTobbl BbISCHUTb, €CNY BO3MOXHO, KTO youn bapy. OTnevartkm
OTYETNNBO BbIAENANUCH HA NMOBEPXHOCTUN 3EMITU, U YeNOoBeK-006e3bsiHa nogymar, NoYemMy xe
OXOTHWK He noLuen cregom 3a gobbiven 1 He 3abpan ee.

TapsaH 3Hars, 4To Ba3npu XAyt ero ¢ MACOM, 1 B ero HaMmepeHmnd He BXoAnI10 pa3odapoBbliBaTb UX,
OAHaKo OH 06Hapy>|<|/|r|, 4YTO HE OOUNH OXOTUTCA B 3TUX KpadAX B 3TO BPEMA.

Kawnsitolee pblMaHue NbBa, pasgaBlueecs rae-to nobnusoctu, n3eectuno ero ob atom. Bekope
nsganeka nocnblwancs ronoc gpyroro. Ho kakoe geno 6bino Tap3aHy U3 nnemeHn 06esbsiH, YTo
3[eCb OXOTUTCS ellle KTO-TO? He BnepBble OH BCTyNan B CXBATKy C APYrMMU OXOTHUKaAMN — U
noabMK, 1 3BepsMn, — U Beeraa nobexaan, brnarogapsi CBoen cune, noBKOCTU U OTBare.

BoT n Tenepb OH cxBaTun 40ObLIYY NOYTM M3-NOA4 HOCa pa3ovyapoOBaHHOIO U pas3bApPEHHOrO NbBa,
KOTOPLIN cunTan ee yxe cBoen. [lepebpocmB XUPHYO aHTUIONY Yepes nnevo, Tap3aH nerko
BCMPbIrHY Ha HWXKHIOK Teppacy LKYHrNen n, 3acMeaBLlUMChb Hag obeckypaeHHbIM Hymon,
OecCLyMHO ncyes BO Mpake HOYM.

OH oTbickan narepb CBOMX rOfI0AHbLIX Ba3pu, KOTOPbIe He Bblpaxanu npu3HakoB 6ecnokoncTea, —
Bepa B Hero 6bina cTonb Benvka, YTo OHM HU Ha MUT HE COMHEBAanMWChb, YTO OH BEPHETCS C MSICOM.

PaHHuM yTpoMm cnegytoulero gHa Tap3aH cHoBa Hanpasuncs kK Onapy, npukasae CBOMM Basnpwu
npogomkaTb AmxkeHne. Cam e OH NoLuen HanpAMUK Yepes MXKYyHIMn 1 BbICTPO OCTaBwuI OTpsA
aaneko nosaaw. Tap3aH pelunn NPoAOIKUTL paccrneaoBaHne TamHCTBeHHoM rmbenn bapbl. OneHb,
o4eBMOHO, Obinn MEPTB CO BYEpALLHEro Bevepa.

Tap3aH GbICTPO BbIACHMIT, YTO Bapa ycnen npoiTn AocTaTouHoe paccTosHWe nepes TeM, Kak ymep,
1 COJHUE YXKe KIMOHMIOCh K 3aKaTy, Koraa YenoBek-06e3bsiHa 06HapYXun nepeble NprU3HaKku
youiiubl. 3To Bbinv cneapl, yaMBMBLLUME €ro He MeHee cTperbl. OH TWaTenbHO X OCMOTPEN U Aaxe
OGHI0Xan, H3KO CKIMOHUBLLKCH K 3eMIie.

OTO BbIMMAAEN0 HEBEPOATHBIM, HO Creabl NpuHaanexanu KpynHomy 6enomy 4yenoBeky, BO3MOXHO,
TaKOW >Xe KOMMMeKumun, kak n cam TapsaH. [NpremMHbln cbiH Kanbl cToan, rnags B 3aMellaTesibCTBe
Ha cnegbl 3arago4vHoro HesHakomua. OH 3anyCcTun nanblbl B CBOK NYCTYH YEPHYIO LLUEBENIOPY, —
KECT YenoBeka, Haxoasaweroca B rnyobokon 3agyMynBOCTH.

Kak mor 6enbin YenoBek okasaTbCs BO BnageHusx Tap3aHa u youtb oneHs cTpenoun,
npegHasHa4YeHHoOM AN CnopTUBHOM CTpenbbbl 13 nyka? B aTo TpyaHO Obino NoBepuTb, OQHAKO
TapsaH Bopyr NPUNOMHWI T€ CMYTHbIE CITyXU, KOTOPbIE AOXOAUNN A0 HEFO HECKOSBbKO Heaernb TOMY
Hasag. PelumB BO 4TO Obl TO HM CTano pasragaTb 3arafgky, YernoBek-o0e3bsHa oTnpaBunics no crnegy
He3Hakomua. JTo BbIN CTpaHHbIN crneq: oH becnopagoYHO NyTan no AXYHrnam, BblaaBas
HEBPEXHOCTb HEOMNbITHOMO OXOTHUKA, nayLlero 6e3 onpeaeneHHon Lenu.

OpaHako Ho4b onycTunack bGeicTpee, Yem YenoBek-ob6e3bsiHa cymen pasragaTb 3aragky. Ctano
TeMHO, 1 Tap3aH 3awwaran obpaTHO, TaK U HE BbISICHUB NPUYMNHY NPUCYTCTBUSA 30€Cb TOro, KTO
ocTaBus nocne cebsa cTpeny un cTpaHHble cneapl.

Ha cneaytowmin AeHb, BEPHYBLUUCH HA TO MECTO, rae TeMHOTa 3acTaBuiia ero NPekpaTuTb NMOMCKH,
Tap3aH BHOBb MoOLLUEN No criedy HeaHakoMua. EMy He npuwnock Aonro uaTu, kak oH yBUAEN HOBble
OYeBMAHbIE NPU3HAKN NPUCYTCTBUS onacHoro HeaHakomua. Mpsmo nepea coboit Ha Tpone Tap3aH
HaTKHYICSl Ha pacnpocTepToe Ha 3emre Teno. OTo Gbin TPyn BENUKON 06e3bsiHbI, OHOMO 13
aHTponounaoB, cpeaun KoTopbix 6bin BocnutaH Tap3aH. 3 BonocaTtoro XunsoTa MaHraHu Topyana
ellle ofHa cTpena, U3roToBneHHass MaWnHHbIM cnocobom Anst CNOPTUBHOWM CTpenbbbl 13 nyka. Kto
ObIn 3TOT Heroas, NOCMEBLLWIA BTOPTHYTLCS BO BrafeHUsl YenoBeka-00e3bsiHbl M CTOSb KECTOKO
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ybuBLUMIA OQHOrO U3 €ro CONNEMEHHUKOB?

Huskoe pblyaHue BbipBanock 13 ropna l[losenutensa oxyHrnen. [NpupogHoe Havarno B340 Bepx, U
Tenepb 370 ObIN yXXe He aHTNMNCKUI NTIOPA, CMOKOMHO B3UPatoLLMiA Ha TPYn CBOEro BONIOCaTOro
Ky3eHa, a AWKWIA 3Bepb, B rPyAn KOTOPOro bylieBan HeraCumbIn OroHb NOO3PEHNSA N HEHABUCTU K
4YenoBeKy, CBOMCTBEHHbIN BCEM obuTaTensam axXyHrnen. 3sepb cMoTpen Ha 6e3xanocTtHoe aesHue
yenoseka. K ybuiue poacTBEHHOro No KPoBW CcylecTBa Tap3aH He UCTbITbIBaN HUYEro, Kpome
HEeHaBUCTW.

Onpegenwve, 4YTO crnea OCTaBMeH 3a ABa AHS 40 cry4yumBLluerocs, Tap3aH nocnewwunn 6pocutbcs B
NMOroHo 3a younuen. MbICrieHHO OH yXXe NpeacTaBui KapTUHY XXECTOKOro yomnncrea — oH 6bin
AOCTaTOYHO XOPOLLO 3HAKOM C MOBaZAKaMM MaHraHu 1 3Har, YTO HMKTO U3 HUX He coBepLuan
HanageHus NepBbIM, ecriv He Obin CNPOBOLIMPOBAH Ha 3TO.

Tap3aaH Len no BeTpy, U NPUMEPHO Yepes nonyaca ero 06ocTpeHHoe 06oHAHNE NoACcKa3arno emy,
YTO rae-To NoBNN30CTU CKPLIBAKOTCS COMMIEMEHHUKN NOrvbLLIEro MaHraHu. 3Has NoJo03pUTenbHOCTb
3TUX CBUpPENbIX OBUTaTenen MKyHrmen, oH ABUrancs Tenepb ¢ npeaenbHON 0CTOPOXXHOCTLIO, YTOGHI
CINyYalHO He BCMYrHYTb WX, NOKa OHW He Y0CTOBEPATCA B €ro NMYHOCTM. OH He 4acTo BCTpevarncs
C HUMMU, HO 3Harl, YTO CPeaM HUX BCeraa HamayTcsa Te, KTO MOr BCIOMHUTBL €r0, a Yepes HUX MOXHO
6bINO YCTAHOBUTbL [PY)XECKNE OTHOLLIEHUSA U C APYrMMU YIieHamu NeMeHu.

Bnarogaps ryctote nognecka, Tap3aH n3bpan cpegHvue Teppachl Ans CBOEro NpoaBUMXKEHUS, U
30€ecb, packadnBasiCb Cpeay AeBCTBEHHbIX TMraHTOB U UCMONb3Ys UX ONMHHbIE, MOX0XWE Ha KaHaTbl
NnaHbl, OH, HaKoHeL, Aobpancs Ao BeNMkaHoB-aHTpononaos. B ctae 6bino okono Asaguatu
MaHraHu, 3aHsITbIX Ha NECHON NOoNsHe HUKOrAa He NpekpaLlatoLLMMCS MOUCKOM IYCEHULL U XKYKOB,
COCTaBNSABLUMX OCHOBY NUTaHMS aHTPOMNOUAOB.

Cnabas ynb|6|<a npomMersibkHyra Ha nuue yenoBeka-o06e3bsHbIl, KOraa, 3aTanBLLUNCL Ha BOMNbLION
BETKE N CKPpbIBaACb B FyCTOﬂ Jincrtee, OH Ha6mo,u,an 3a CTaen MaHraHu.

Kaxxpoe aBukeHune, Kakabln KeCT BENMKNX 00e3bsH Bbi3blBann B €ro NnaMaTn Aanekue roabl
AeTcTBa, korga, obeperaemMbli CBUPENON MaTEPUHCKOM N0BOBLIO Kanbl, OH HOCKUCS MO AXYHIMAM C
nnemeHem Kepyaka. lNoBeaeHne Yenoseka MOXET M3MEHUTLCH, NoBeAeHNe 00e3bsHbI Bceraa
OCTaeTCs O4HUM M TEM Xe, U BYepa, U CEerogHs, 1 3aBTpa.

OH monya Habnogan 3a HUIMU HECKONbKO MUHYT. Kak oHM 06paaytoTcs, BCTPETMBLUNCE C HUM!
Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsiH Obln M3BECTEH B XKYHIMIAX Kak APYr U 3aWUTHUK MaHraHu. OgHako,
CHayana OHW 3apblyaTt Ha Hero U NPUMYTCS YrpoXaTb, He JOBepsisi CBOMM rnasam u ywam. OH
nogonaeT nobnvke, 1 OHW OKpPYXKaT ero, OWEeTUHUBLUMECS U OOHAaXMBLLME KIbIKK, NOKa, HAKOHEL,
06OHsIHMEe He NOATBEPAMT, YTO Neped HUMKN AeNCTBUTENBHO Tap3aH, U Torga OHW NPUMYT ero.

3arem HacTynuT KOpOTKUI nepmog obLuero Bo3dyxaeHus, nocne 4ero, NoBUHYySICb NPUPOAHOMY
WHCTUHKTY, NX BHUMaHWe 6yaeT BHOBb NPUBNEYEHO ryceHnuamm, anuamm n nndmHkamu. Toraa oHm
3aMyTCS CBOMM AenoMm, He obpallasa Ha Hero ocoboro BHUMaHUs, HO Npexae Kaxabln obHoxaeT
ero u noTporaeT CBOMMU OrPOMHbLIMW Nnanamu.

Tap3saH usgan 3Byk gpy»keckoro npuseTtcTBusi. O6e3bsiHbl NOAHSANM ronoBbl, U MoBenuTens
[KYHITen Bblwen 13 rycToi NIMCTBbI, BbINPSMUBLUUCH BO BECb POCT, YTOObI MaHraH1 MOrfu ero
pasrnsaeTb.

— A Tap3aH 13 nnemeHu 06e3bsH! — ckasan oH. — A BENUKNN OXOTHUK, Morydnin 6oew, n apyr
MaHraHu. TapsaH npuLen K CBoeMy Hapoay € ApyXo6oMn.

C 3TMMM crioBaMm OH Nerko CnpbIrHys Ha NonsiHy, NOKPbITY GYMHOW pacTUTENbHOCTLIO.

MrHoBeHHO BO3HMKMNa NnaHMka. CaMkn noxeatanu geTEHbIWEN U C KpKamMun npenocrtepexeHund
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B6pocnnmcb kK NPOTUBOMONOXHOMY Kpato NOSsiHbI, CaMLbl OLLETUHWUINCH U, TPO3HO pblva, ABUHYNCH
B CTOPOHY NpuLlenbLa.

— B yem pgeno? — kpukHyn Tap3aH. — Bbl He y3HaeTe meHsa? A — Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6esbsiH, apyr
MaHraHu, cbiH Kanel, lMNoBenutens mKyHrnemn.

— Mbl y3Hanu 1ebs, — npopblvan oauH 13 ctapbix caMmuoB. — Buepa Mbl BUaenu, kak Tol youn ooy.
Yxoau, nHaye Mbl yobem Tebs1.

— A He ybumBan oby, — oTBeTUN YenoBek-06e3bsiHa. — A 0bHapyXun Byepa ero MepTBoOe TENO,
nowlen no crneay ero yomnubl, 1 BOT HATKHYIICA Ha Bac.

— Mbl BUaenu tebs, — NpoM3Hec BTOPOW camel,. — YXoau unm Mbl yobem Tebsi.
Tbl 6orblUe He ApYr MaHraHw.

Tap3aH npucen, HaxMypuB OpoBKu B paszayMbe. bbino sicHo, YTo 06e3bsHbI AEUCTBUTENBHO BEPST
TOMYy, YTO BUAENn ero yémusarowwmm nx cobpata.

B uem TyT geno? Yem ato MOXXHO 06BbACHUTBL? MoryT nun otneyaTkmn 60CbIX HOI OFPOMHOro 6enoro
YyesioBeka, KOTOPOro OH npecneayeT, NPONUTb AOMNONHUTENBHbLIA CBET HA 3Ty TanHy? A, MOXeT, OHU
O3Ha4aloT HeyTo BonbLuee, HeXenu To, YTo NpeanonaraeT Tap3aH?

Uenoek-0b0e3bsiHa NOAHAN rna3a 1 cHoBa O6paTI/IJ'ICFI K camMuam.

— o6y ybun He a. MHorne ua Bac 3Hanm MeHsi BCO XM3Hb. Bam n3BecTHO, 4To s Mor 6bl yonuTb
MaHraHu TONbKO B YECTHOM CXBaTKe OA4MH Ha OauH. Bbl 3HaeTe, 4To Bce 06e3bsiHbI [)KYHIMEN MOU
nyywme Apy3sbs, U 4TO Tap3aH — nyywnim apyr MaHraHu.

Kak xxe s mor y6VITb OaHOro n3 cBOnX COBCTBEHHbIX COMNIIEMEHHUKOB?

— Mbl 3Haem TonbKO TO, — OTBETUN CTapbl caMeL, — YTO BuAenu co6CTBEHHbIMU rnasamu. oby
ybun Tbl, NO3TOMY cenyac e youpanca npoyb, Unn Mol yobem Tebs.

TapsaH — moryuunn 6oeu, HO Hac 6onblie n Mbl cunbHee. A lNarr, Boxab nnemenn MNarr. Yxoau, noka
Mbl He younu Tebs!

Tap3aH nonbiTanca o6pas3yMmnTb MX, HO OHM AaXe He 3axX0Tenn CrylwaTb — TakK Oblfiv YBEPEHbl OHU B
TOM, YTO MMEHHO OH ybun ux cobpara, camua oby.

UenoBek-00e3bsiHa He CcTan HacTanBaTb, AoKa3biBasi CBOK NpaBoTy, nbo 6osancsa, 4to B nodon
MOMEHT MOXET BCMNbIXHYTb CCOPa, NPV KOTOPON HEKOTOPbIE U3 HUX HEN3BEXHO ByayT youThl, 1,
onevaneHHbln, yganuncs. Tenepb, 6onblle Yem koraa-nnbo, oH XoTen pasbickatb younuy Mobbl,
4yTOObI NOTPeboBaThb y HEro OTBETA 3@ BCE COBEPLUEHHbIE MPECTYNIEHUS.

TapsaH wen no cnegy, noka TOT HE CAWUICS CO cnegamu Apyrux nogen — 60CbiX HOr YHEPHOKOXMX U
06yTbix 6enbix. Cpean aTUX CnegoB OH 3aMeTUN OTNEYaTKN HOT XKEHLLMHbI Uin pebeHKka — TOYHO OH
onpegenuTb He cmor. Cneabl BENWN K XONTMUCTON A0NUHE, KOTopasi okpy»xana 6ecnnogHyto
ropuCTyto NycTbiHO B gonvHe Onapa. 3abbiB 0 cBOEN nepBoHavanbHou Lenn, Tap3aH 6bin
nepenosiHeH OAHUM €QUHCTBEHHBIM XenaHneM — HacTu4db youiuy MoObl 1 BO3gaTb emy no
3acnyram. OgHOBpPEMEHHO OH XOTen AOMPOCUTb HEMPOLLEHHbLIX FOCTEN, BTOPILUMXCS B €ro
BnageHus. Tenepb YenoBek-06e3bsiHa LWen no LWMPOKOW Jopore 1 iCHO Buaen crneapl
3HauYnTEenNbHOM rpynnbl NIOAEN, KOTOpasa He Morna onepeauTb ero 6onee 4em Ha NoNgHS NyTNM —a
3TO 3HAYUIIO, YTO OHU, BEPOSTHO, YXKe NoaxoasT K gonuHe Onapa, KOTopbIn ABNAETCA KOHEYHbIM
NyHKTOM nx nytewecTtsnsa. OH Bcerga gepxarn B TanHe MecToHaxoxaeHune ropoga. Hackonbko emy
ObIS10 U3BECTHO, O TaHCTBEHHOM Onape — noceneHnn ApeBHUX aTnaHToB, U3 Bernbix ngen 3Hanm
TONbLKO ABOE: ero XeHa [xenH n nx colH Kopak. U Bce xe, 4To eLle, Kpome 30/10ThIX COKPOBULL,
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MOr0 NPUBECTM 3TUX BENbIX NoAEN Takon 6OMbLION rPynno B ANKYHO U HEUCCNEL0BAHHYO
NyCTbIHIO, OKpy>xaBLwyto Onap co BCEX CTOPOH?

Takumn Mbicnsimm Bbina 3aHsTa ronosa Tap3aHa, B TO BPeMsi Kak OH BbICTPO Len no nyTy,
Beaylwemy B Onap. OnycTunacb HoYHasi Mrna, Ho crnefbl ObInn HACTONBKO CBEXUMU, YTO
YyernoBek-06e3bsiHa Nerko OpUeHTUPOBArncs Mo 3anaxy.

B,l:l,pyr Ha HEKOTOPOM pPacCToAHUN Bnepean cebsi oH yBUaen OrHn nareps.

V. CATAHMHCKOE 3EJIbE

YKnsHb B OyHrano n Ha pepme Lwna cBouM Yepeaom, Kak U 4o yxoaa Tap3saHa.

Kopak, nHorga newwkom, MHorga Bepxom Ha nowagu odbesxan noMecTbe, NPoOBeEPSs, Kak naeT
paboTa. Hepeako B 9TMx noe3gkax ero conposoxgan 6enbi ynpasnstowmi [)kepBuc, a Korga oHu
OTNPaBNAANCE BEPXOM, K HUM YaCTEHbKO npucoeanHsanach U [IDKkenH.

3onoToro nbea Kopak Bogun Ha NpuBsiaun, NOCKOSbKY He Oblfl YBEPEH B CBOEW BMacTu Hag 3BEPEM U
onacaricsi, kak 6bl B OTCyTCTBME X03siMHa [xaa-6an-gka He y6exxan B fiec v He BEPHYJICS K CBOEMY
€CTeCTBEHHOMY OUKOMY COCTOSIHMIO. Takow NeB, OKaXXMCb OH B [KYHINSAX, NpeacTaBnsn Gbl
BonbLUY ONAaCHOCTb A1 YenoBeka.

Ixapn-6an-gxa, BbIpOCLLWI cpeaun noaen, He UCNbITbIBan nepes HAMM HUKAKoOro cTpaxa, YTo Tak
XapakTepHo Ans Ankux 3Bepeit. Kpome Toro, oH 6bin npuydeH GpaTb NuLLy y ropna dyyvena
YyenoBeka 1 He TpeboBanocb 6oratoro BoobGpaXkeHUs1, YTOObl NPeaCcTaBUTb, YTO MOXET CINyYUTLCS,
ecnv neB 0cBOOOANTCS OT CTPOTMX OrPAHNYEHUI U OKaXKEeTCS B AXKYHINSIX NpeaoCTaBeHHbIM
camomy cebe npu gobbiIBaHMM NULLN.

OTO NPOU30LLIIO BO BpeEMSA NepBOM Hegenn oTcyTcTBusa Tap3aaHa. MNocbinbHbIn 13 Hanpobun
AocTaBun TenerpadgHoe nocnaxve, agpecosaHHoe neau I'pencrtok. B Hem coobuwanock o
cepbesHoun 6onesHu ee otua B JloHaoHe. [xenH n Kopak o6cyannu cosgasLieecs nonoXxeHue.
Ecnn oTnpaBnTb NOCLINILHOMO K Tap3aHy, HY>KHO OyaeT OXnaaTb ero BO3BpaLLeHUs He MeHee
NATU-LLECTWN HeAEeNMb, a 3TO CNULLKOM AONrMK Cpok. [PkeH morna ono3gaTb M He 3acTaTb oTua
XunBbIM. [NoaToMy BbINIO peLLeHo, YTO OHa OTNpPaBUTCA HeMeasieHHo, a Kopak npoBoauT ee Ao
Hanpobu, 3atem BepHeTCs Hasag u ByaeT ooxunaatbcs Bo3BpalleHms TapaaHa.

OT depmbl "pencTokoB go Harpobu nyTb 6611 gonrui, n Kopak elle He BepHyncs, Koraa
YepHOKOXMI cnyra, B 0693aHHOCTM KOTOPOro Bxoauna 3abota o [xaa-6an-gxa, nerkoMblCNeHHO
OCTaBWI He3anepToun ABepuy KrneTku. [Toka YepHOKOXMIA Maxan MeTnown, NoaAmMeTas nos B KreTke,
3onoTton neB waran B3ag-snepen. OHu Obinn cTapbiMy Apy3bsiMn, 1 Basmpu He Bosancs nb.a,
YacTeHbKO NOBOpPaYNBasiCb K Hemy cnnHon. Ha mrHoBeHune [xag-6an-gxa 3agepxancsa y Asepubl 1
3aMeTWI, YTO OHa 3aKpbiTa He NNOTHO. OH TUXOHBKO NOAHAN Nany MU TONKHYN ABEPb, 3aTEM
npocyHyn mopay B 06pa3oBaBLUyoCcA Lenb. [1puBneYeHHbIN WyMoM Herp o6epHyncs, HO yBuaen
NULLIb, KaK ero NoAoNeYHbIN NErko BbICKOYMM N3 KNETKN.

— Crton, [xap-6an-gxa, cton! — 3akpmyan nepenyraHHbIin Ba3npu, bpocasch cnegom 3a NbBoM, HO
TOT NpnGaBW CKOPOCTU U, MEpeMaxHyB vYepes 3abop, NoMyarncsi B CTOPOHY feca.

Herp Gexan 3a HM, pa3aMaxmBasi METIION U Kpuya BO BCE roprio. VI3 XMKUH BbICKaKMBanv Basupu u
npucoeanHanNnck k noroHe. OHM rHanMCb 3a NbBOM MO XONIMUCTON paBHMHE, HO Gernew, He
noAAaBarncst HA Ha yrpo3sbl, HA Ha YroBOpbI.

MonmaTb ero 6610 HEBO3MOXHO. Bekope [xaa-6an-axa ncyes B nepBoObITHOM fecy.
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Mounckn npoaorkanucb A0 NO3OHEN HOYN, HO HE Aann HUKaKUX pe3ynbTaToB, Y YePHOKOXNE Obinu
BbIHY>KA€Hbl BEPHYTbLCS HA (DepMy HU C YEM.

— Ax! — BcKpnyan Herp, BUHOBHbIN B nobere [xaa-6an-axa. — Yto ckaxeTt bonbwon beaHa! Yto oH
caenaeTt Co MHOM, Korga y3HaeT, 4YTo No MOoeun BUHe yLien 3050Tou nes?

— Tebs Hagonro nporoHaT n3 6yHrano, Kuesasu, — 3asepun ero ctpornin Myeupo. — BeposTHO, Tebs
OTNpaBAT Jarneko Ha BOCTOK, Ha AanbHue nactovwa. Tam y Teba byaet 4ocTaTtovHO NbBOB ANs
KOMMaHuu1, NpaBaa He Taknx ApyxentobHbix, kak [kag-6an-axa. Boobue-To Tbl 3acnykuBaellb
Bonee cypoBoro HakasaHusi. Ecnu bl cepgue bonbworo beaHbl He 661510 NOMAHO N6BM K CBOUM
YEPHOKOXUM OeTAM, ecnn Bbl OH BbIT NOX0X Ha ApYrMx 6enbix rocnoA, KOTopbIX 4OBOAMUNOCH
BcTpeyaTb MyBupo, Teba 6bl Hakazanu NNeTbMn U, MOXeT ObliTb, 3abunn 6l 4O CMEpPTN.

— A BovH 1 Basnpun, — otBeTun Kneasm, — n kakoe 6bl HakasaHue He npuayman bonblwon beaHa, g
NMPUMY €ro Kak My>xuymuHa. * * *

B Ty e camyto Houb Tap3aH nogowlen K GBuBa4yHOMy KOCTPY TOM CTPAHHOW rpynnbl, KOTOPYHO OH
npecnegosarn. He 3amedeHHbIn UMW, OH HarHas Ux 1 3aTauncs B rycton 3efieHu aepesa NnpsimMo B
LueHTpe nareps. Jlarepb okpyxana KositoMas M3aropoab, M BECb OH BblST OCBELLEH NNaMeEHEM
MHOIOYMCIIEHHbIX KOCTPOB, KOTOPbIE XN YepHOKOXUe, nogbpackiBas ApoBa U3 OrPOMHON Ky4w,
cobpaHHON, No-BugumMomy, ewle gHem. lNocepeanHe 6bINo pa3buUTo HECKONBKO NanaTok, n nepeg
OLHOWN U3 HUX Cnaenun 4eTeepo BerbiX My>XYUH. [1Boe KpyMHbIX KpaCHOMMULbIX aHrnn4yaH ¢ 6bl4bMMn
3aTblfIKaMK SIBHO NMpUHaAneXanu K HU3LWemy CoCrioBuio. TpeTuin — HU3KOPOCHbIN TONCTbIN HEMELIKUI
eBpen, N YeTBEPTbIN — BbICOKMN KPACUBbLIN CTPOMHbBIN NapeHb C BbIOLWMMUCS KallTaHOBbIMU
BOSI0OCaMu 1 NpaBuibHbIMK YepTamu nvua — NPUBIEKNN NpUcTanbHOe BHMMaHe Tap3aHa.

Nx opexnaa, kaszanoch, 6blna ckpoeHa Nno naeanbHbIM KMHOLWHBLIM cTaHgapTamM. OHM Kak Obl
LLIarHynM NpsiMo ¢ 3KkpaHa nocneaHero 60eBuKka, pacckasblBatoLLEro O NPUKIIOYEHUAX B XKYHITISAX.
Monogoi YenoBek 6bifl IBHO HE aHIMUYaHuH, U Tap3aH MbICIEHHO onpeaenus ero cnaBsiHCKoe
npoucxoxaeHue. Bckope nocne nosieneHvs TapsaHa OH NOAHSNCS U BOLLEN B OAHY M3 NanaTok.
Mocnblwanucb NpurnyLLeHHbIE ronoca foaen, Beaylumx Tuxyto 6eceay. TapsaH He Mor pa3obpaTb
CNOB, HO OAIMH FONOC NpUHaANeXan XeHwuHe. Tpoe OCTaBLUMXCS Y KOCTPa MY>XYUH NIEHVUBO
neperoeBapuBanucb. Bapyr HeBaaneke 3a U3ropoabio TULLIMHY I)KYHIen HapyLumn peB fbBa.

NcnyraHHO 1 NPOH3UTENbHO BCKPUKHYB, €BPelt BCKOYMIT CO CBOErO CTyra, OCTYNUIICS, NoTepsin
paBHOBECWE U1, NepPEBEPHYBLUUCH, YNan Ha 3eMJ1t0 CO CTPaLUHbIM LLIYMOM.

— boxe mon, Agonb@, — rapkHyn oguH U3 ero KOMNaHbLOHOB. — Ecnn Tbl caenaews 3710 ewle pas, 4
cBepHy Tebe weto, yepT nobepu! Hac moryT ycnbiwarb!

- npOBaJ'II/ITbCFI MHE Ha 3TOM CaMOM MeCTe, HO, KaXXeTCA, TaM JieB, — npo6ypt-|an BTOpOIZ.
MoagHsBWKCH C 3emnu, KOPOTbILLKa NMpon3Hec apoxallinmM roJyiocom:

— MaiH roTT! MHe noYyamnoch, YTo OH YXXe NponasuT Yepes orpagy. Tonbko 6bl MHe BbiGpaTbCs
OTCl4a, HMKOrAa, HK 3a Kakoe 3051010 Adpukn g 6bl He cornacurncs ewe pas NepexnTb To, YTO
NPULLNOCH NepexnTb 3a nocrnegHue aHn mecaua. On! On! Kak BCMOMHIO — MypaLLKuy Mo Teny: fbBbl,
neonappabl, Hocoporu, 6eremoTsl... On, on!

Ero ToBapuwm paccmesanuce.
— [k, 8 ¢ camoro Havarna roBopur, 4to Tebe He CTOMT UATK B rNyOb CTpaHbI, — CKasarn OauH.

— Ho 3auyem Torga s nokynan BClo 3Ty oaexay? — B3BbiN HeMel,. — OanH KocTioM oboLlencst MHe B
ABafuatb rmHeit. bor Mo, s Mor 6bl 0A4ETLCS C rONOBbI 40 HOT BCErO 3a OAHY FMHEt, a TyT
ABafuathb 3a kocTiom! U HUKTO ero He yBMAMT, KPOME HErpoB [a NbBOB.
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-K TOMY Xe Tbl BbllMA4WLLIb B HEM, KaK YepT 3HaAeT KTO, — noaaen ero ognH n3 KoMrnaHbOHOB.

— W B3rnsHnTe, — NpoAormkan HeMel, — OH BeCb NepenaykaH rpsiablo 1 n3ogpaH. A Kynun ero nocne
TOrO, Kak MOCMOTPEN B TeaTpe Mbecy O NPUKIIYEHUSIX B AXKYHIMISX. Tam repoit B TOYHO TaKoM e
KOCTIOMe Tpu MecsiLia nposen B Adpuke, OXOTSACh Ha NbBOB M cpaXasick ¢ KaHHMbanamu. Korga oH
BEPHYICS, Ha ero KOCTIOMe He Bbifo HY NSTHbIWKA. OTKyaa MHe Gbifo 3HaTb, 4To Adpuka Takas
rpsi3Has U B HEl MOJHO KOMYeK.

B 9T0T MOMeHT Tap3aH 13 nnemMeHu obe3bsH NpUHAN peweHne n 6eCLuyMHO onycturica B Kpyr
cBeTa OT APKO MbiyiaBero KocTpa.

[1Boe nopakeHHbIX aHrMn4yaH BCKOYUIM Ha HOTWU, eBPel MOBEPHYIICS, FOTOBbLIV B N0OY0 CeKyHay
3ajaTtb CTpekoya, Ho, NPUrNAAEeBLUMCH K Tap3aHy, BAPYr YCNOKOUNCS 1 06neryeHHo B3OOXHYI.

— MaiiH N'oTT, 3cTtebaH, — B3BU3rHYN OH. — [MoyeMy Tbl Tak BbICTPO BEPHYICS U nodYemy M3bpan
CTOMb 3KCTpaBaraHTHbIM cnocob? [Jymaellb, y Hac HeT HepPBOB?

Tap3aH 6bin 3011, 3051 HA 3TUX HEOXKMAAHHBLIX U HE3BaHbIX NPULIENbLEB, MOCMEBLUNX BTOPrHYTLCS HA
ero TeppuTopuio, r4e OH NoaaepXxuBan Mup 1 NOpPsIAoK.

Korga Tap3aH 3nuncs, Ha ero nby 6arpoBen wpam, ocTaBneHHbI bonraHu-ropnnnon B TOT AaBHUN
AeHb, Koraa oH, 6yayyum ewe ManbYULLIKON, BCTYNUIT B CMEPTENbHYIO CXBATKy C OrPOMHbLIM 3BEPEM U
BrepBble y3HaN HaCTOSLLYIO LieHY OTLIOBCKOrO OXOTHUYBLEro HOXa — HOXa, NOCTaBMBLUETO €rO,
CpaBHUTENbHO cNaboro n ManeHbKoro TapMaHraHu, Ha OHY CTYMNeHbKY C OFPOMHbIM 3BEpPEM
LKYHITIEN.

Ero cepble Mmaasa npuLLypuimncb, 1 XeCTtkmm, TeepabiM royiocom Tap3aH o6paTmnc;| K HEe3HakoMLuaM.

— K70 BbI? — cnpocun oH. — Kak Bbl MOCMeNn BTOPrHyTbCA B CTpaHy Ba3mpu 6e3 paspelueHus
TapsaHa — [NoBenutensa oKyHrnemn?

— Y10 3a yenyxy Tbl Menewwb, AcTebaH? — yamBuUICa OAWH U3 aHrnmnyaH. — M kakoro yepTta Tbl
BEPHYICS B OOMHOYKY M Tak ckopo? 'ge Hocunbwunkn? I'oe cnutku?.. 'ae 3o0noto?

Kakoe-To Bpems Tap3aH Mmonya cMoOTpen Ha roBopsLero.

— A Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsH, — cka3an OH. — A He NOHUMato, O YEM Bbl FOBOPUTE, HO S 3HAIO,
YTO MHE HY>XEH TOT, KTO youn Noby — Benunkyto o6e3bsHy, n bapy-oneHs.

— O, uepT! — B30pBanca BTOPoON aHrnu4aHuH. — NepectaHb aypadntbcs, OctebaH. Ecnun Tebe
B34yMariocb NOLWYTUTb, TO HAM Takue LWYTKU He HpaBaTcsa. Mbl 30ecb, 1 Bce TYT.

BHyTpu nanaTku, B KOTOPYIO BOLLEN YETBEPTLIN MYXUMHA, KOraa TapsaH elle Ben ceoe
HabngeHne ¢ AepeBa, XXeHLWMHa, 0O 3Toro XmMBo 6ecefoBaBLlas C pycCKuM, BAPYr UCMYraHHO
3amoriyarna n KOCHynacbh pyku cBoero cobeceiHnka, ykasbiBas Ha BbICOKYH MOYTU OOHaXXEHHYH0
durypy yenoseka-o6e3bsHbl, SCHO BUAMMYHO B CBETE MblNatoLero Koctpa.

— boxe, Kapn, — npowenTana oHa gpoXxaLiMm roriocomM, — cMmotpu!
— B 4yem geno, ®nopa? — yausunca 1oT. — 310 AcTebaH.

— HerT, 310 He OctebaH. 310 nopa Mpenctok cobCcTBEHHOM NEPCOHOM, Tap3aH U3 NnemMeHn
06e3bsH...

— Tbl cowna ¢ yma, — BOCKITMKHYI My>XYMHA. — OTOr0 He MOXeT ObITb.
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— Ewe kak moxert, — HacTansana ®nopa. — MHe nu ero He 3HaTb! Kak HMKaK 1 HECKONbLKO et
npopaboTtana B ero ropogckoM AoMe U BCTpeYvanachb C HUM Kaxabln AeHb. [lyMaellb, s He y3Hato
TapsaHa 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsiH? B3rnaHu Ha 6arpoBbili LWpam y HEro Ha noy, 9 3HaK0 UCTOPUIO ero
npoucxoxaeHus. Korga TapsaH 3nuTcs, WwWpam CTaHOBUTCA SPKO-KpacHbIM. MHe He pa3 4oBoaMIIOCh
BMAOETb 3TO paHbluUe, BOT U cenyac, B3rngaHu, wpam nobarposen, 3HauuT, Tap3aH cepanTcs.

- XOpOLIJO, AonycTtum, 4Tto 3TO TapsaH N3 NNeMeHn o6e3bsiH... YTo OH MOXET Ham coenaTb?

— Tbl HE 3HaelWwb ero, — oTBeTUNA AeByLlKa. — Thl Aaxe He AorafbliBaellbCcs O TOW BriacTn, KOTOPON
OH obnafaet 34ech, B [KYHIMsIX. B ero pykax xumsHun Bcex obutaTtenemn neca, B TOM YACe U NOAEN.
Ecnun 66l OH 3HaN 0 HalMX nNraHax, HUKTO U3 Hac He fobpancs 6bl 4o nobepexbs XnebiM. U 10
00CTOATENLCTBO, YTO OH 34€ECb, 3aCTaBMsAET MEHS NOAO3PEBATL, YTO OH AOraablBaeTCs O HaLKX
3ambicrnax. Ecnn xe aTo Tak... 0, boxe, cnacu u CoxpaHu... eCnun... XoTS...

,D,eByLIJKa Ha MrHoOBeHue 3agymanach.

— EcTb TONBKO OAMH BbIX04, — CKa3ana oHa HakoHel. — Mbl He MoXeMm ero youTb. Ecnu ero Basmpu
y3HatoT 00 3TOM, HaC HMYTO He cnaceT. Ho Mbl BbIKpYTUMCS, ecnvu Byaem AencTBoBaTb peLUNTENBbHO
n ckopo. — C aTMn crioBamun OHa nowlapura B CyMo4Ke, focTana oTtyaa dfiakoH, HanofIHEHHbIN
MYTHOBAaTOW XWOKOCTbIO, N Nepeaana ero MyxduHe. — Belnan n HayHu ¢ HUM pasrosop. Monpobywn
NoapPYXUTbCS C HUM. [OBOpPM, YTO XO4eLlb, obeLyan, YTo yrogHo, HO Ao0BeCcsa ero pacnonoXeHus u
yroctu ero kogpe. MHe npuxogmnock nogasatb emMy Kodpe no3gHO Be4epoM, Korga OH Bo3BpaLuarncs
n3 Teatpa unm ¢ 6ana. OH He NbeT BMHA, HO BonbLion NbuTens Koge.

MocTtaparica, 4ToObl OH Cornacuscs BbiMUTb, @ TaM YK coobpasuilb, YTO C HAM AenaTb. — W oHa
yKasana Ha goriakoH, KOTOPbI MYXX4YMHa BCe eLle fepxar B pykax.

Kpacku kKnHyn.
— [NoHMMalo, — NPOM3HEC OH U, NOBEPHYBLUUCH, BbILLIES U3 NanaTku.
[Nepen yxonom AeByLUKa OKIMKHYIa ero.

- nOCTapaVICFI, 4YTOObI OH He yBuaesn MeH4. nyCTb OH He aoraabiBaeTcd, 4YTO A 34eCb UJTN XKe, YTO Thbl
MEeHA 3Haellb.

MyxxdnHa eLle pa3 KneHyn u yganuncs. NpnbnuamnseLumch K NIOASM Yy KOCTPaA, OH LLUMPOKO YIbIGHYCA
TapsaHy.

— [Jo6po noxanoBaTb, — pagyLHO Npou3Hec oH. — Mbl pagbl NPUBETCTBOBATL BAaCc B HALLEM narepe.
Mpucaxumsantechb. [DKOH, nogan JXKeHTNbMEHY CTyI.

Yenoeek-o6e3bsiHa nocmoTpern Ha Kpacku Tak xe, kak o 9TOro OH CMOTpen Ha apyrux. B ero
rnasax He OblI0 OTBETHOIO ApyXenobus.

— A nbITaloCb BbISICHUTb, YEM 3aHMMAalOTCH 30eChb BalUW MOAM, — Cka3an OH Pe3Ko, — HO OHM,
Ka)keTcsl, NPMHUMAIOT MEHsI 3a KOro-TO ApPYroro. To Unm rnynocTb, UK XMTPOCTb. A HaMmepeH
BbISSCHUTb, KTO OHM Takue, U NPUHSATbL COOTBETCTBYHOLLME MEpbI.

— Ycnokontecb, — OTBETUN PYCCKUIN. — TyT Kakoe-TO HegopasyMeHue, 9 yBepeH. Ho ckaxute, KTo
Bbl?

— 4 Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsiH. HM 0anH OXOTHUK HE MMEET npaBa BCTYNUTb Ha 3Ty TEPPUTOPUIO
6e3 moero paspelueHms. O6 aTom 3HaT BykBarbHO BCe, U 1 HE BEPIO, YTO Bbl ObINN HE B Kypce.
NTak, a Tpebyto HemeaneHHbIX 06 bACHEHNI.

Mebn3 npoaomkan YyecaTb B 3aTbiNIke, 6OPMOYa HEYTO HEYNeHopa3aenbHOE.
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Bntobep 6b1n1 BHYTPEHHE HANPSXKEH M pacTepsiH OT cTpaxa. bnarogapsi CBOEN CMbILLFIEHOCTU U
co0bpasnTenbHOCTU, OH BbICTPO NOHSAM, YTO Kpackn BeOeT Kakyto-TO Urpy, HO NOCKOSIbKY He Bbin
nocesLleH B 3ambicent Prnopbl, TO OTYASHHO TPYCWA, NPeAcTaBnsAda, YTo CAy4uTCH, ecnu TapsaH
3actaHeT ux y cteH Onapa. OH Tak Xe, kak u dnopa, NoHUMarn, 4To UM yrpoxxaeT cmepTeribHas
OnacHocTb, 60 nepen HUMKU Haxoawncsa Tap3aH U3 nnemeHn ob6esbsaH, [NoBenuTtens AXKyHrneun, a
He nopg MpencTtok, Nap AHrUK. Ho NOMMMO cTpaxa OH UChbITbiBan n gpyroe 4yscteo. OH
MbICNIEHHO OnrakvMBan ABe TbiCA4YN PYHTOB, KOTOPbIE NOTEPSN B pe3yribTaTe CTOSMb NfayeBHOro
KOHUa nx akcnegmumn. Emy 6bina goctatoyHo XOpoLo N3BECTHa penyTaums YenoBeka-ob6e3bsiHbl,
4YTOObl MOHMMATb, YTO TOT HUKOrAa He MNO3BOSIUT YHECTM C cOBOoM 30M10TO, KoTopoe AcTtebaH, MoxXeT
ObITb, B 3TOT CaMbIi MOMEHT TawmT 13 noasanos Onapa. bnobep ene caepxmBan pblaaHusd, korga
BepHyncsa Kpackn ¢ kKoperHUKOM B pyKax.

3 Tbmbl Nnanatkm dnopa HepBHO B3Mparna Ha CueHy, pasbirpbiBaloLLyOCs nepeq ee rnasamu. Ee
npuBoguna B y>ac nepcrnektmsa 06biTb 06Hapy>KeHHOM cBOMM ObIBLUIMM X03siMHOM. OHa cnyxuna
FOPHUYHOWN B JTOHAOHCKOM AoMe [pENCTOKOB U B adhpuKaHCKOM ByHrano u obina yBepeHa, 4To ecnu
Tap3aH yBuanT ee, TO cpasy Xe y3HaeT. 34ecCb B [XKYHINAX OHa UCMbITbIBara NaHN4eckui cTpax
nepen HUM, 6onee cunbHbIA, YeM Xapaktep Tap3aHa AaBan Ha TO OCHOBaHUS. BeposiTHO, cTpax
ycyrybnancs 4yBCTBOM BWHbI Nepen TeMU, KOro OHa npeaana v KTO OTHOCUICS K HEW C MOCTOSIHHOM
Ao6pOTON N BHAMAHUEM.

BeckoHeuHble MeuYTaHMst O cKa3o4HbIX cokpoBuwax Onapa, 0 KOTOPbIX OHa crbllana B AoMe
[‘pencTokoB, BbI3Banu B HEW XefaHue BO YTO Obl TO HKU cTano 3aBnageTtb boratcTBoM. [locTeneHHo
B €€ XUTPOM N BECNPUHLMNHOM YMe BbI3per niaH, ¢ MOMOLLbI0 KOTOPOro OHa Hagesnacb NonyyYnTb
13 cokposuHML Onapa CToNbKO CANTKOB 30510Ta, YTobbl o6ecneunTb cebe be3begHoe
cyulecTBOBaHMe A0 KOHUa cBoux AHen. [naH 6bin uenukom paspabotaH eto. Cnepsa oHa
3anHTepecoBana Kpacku, a TOT B CBOK o4yepefb NPUBIEK K peanusaunn nnaHa aByX aHrnmyaH un
Bniobepa. Im yganock pa3gobbiTe HeoOXxoamMmyto cymmy aeHer. MHOro BpeMeHU 1 CU OTHANK Y
dnopbl NOUCKM YernoBeka, KOTOPbIN CMOT Obl YCNELWHO cbirpaTb pofb camoro Tap3aHa.

HakoHel, oHa Hawna 3ctebaHa MupaHnay, MOryyero ncnaHua, He CrvLKOM LEeNeTUITbHOro B
BblObOpe cpeacTB ANns JOCTMXKEHMST CBOMX Lienen. Ero aktrepckme cnocobHOCTU U rpumepHoe
NCKYCCTBO, KOTOPbIM OH Bnages B COBEPLUEHCTBE, NO3BONUN eMy AOCTUYb NOPa3nTENbHOIO
cxofcTea ¢ Tap3aHoM.

McnaHel 6bin He TONbKO CUIbHBIM U aTNEeTUYECKM CNOXKEHHBbIM YE0BEKOM, HO OTiMyancs
aoctaTtoyHoun xpabpocTbio. Korga oH cbpun 6opoay v obnayunca B ogesHue Tap3aHa, OH
BO3HaMeEpPWIICS He TONbKO CPaBHATLCS C HAM, HO M MPEB30NTU YernoBeka-06e3bsiHy No BCEM
ctatbsaM. OnbiTa XXMU3HU B IXKYHINAX Y HErO, KOHEYHO, He BbIfio, HO OH Ben cebsa OCTOPOXKHO,
naberan cxBaToKk C Hanbonee onacHbIMWN 3BEPAMM, U MOCTENEHHO OBIAAES fIyKOM 1 cTpenamu, a
Takke TpaBsiHON BEPEBKOMW.

Tenepb ®riopa Xakec Bmaena, 4To ee nraH HaxoauTCsa nog yrpo3on cpbiBa...

OHa gpoxana oT cTpaxa, rmags Ha MyXYuH y KocTpa, nbo ee ctpax nepeq Tap3aHoMm Obin OYeHb
BeNuK. 3aTem OHa Hanpsirnacbk, yBMAEB, Kak Kpackn noaxoguT K My)X4YMHam ¢ KOPEMHUKOM B OOQHOWN
pyKe u ¢ Yalieydkamm B apyron. Kpacku noctasun nocyay Ha 3emsito 4yTb no3aau Tap3aHa, n korga
OH pasnuBan koge, OHa 3ameTuna, Kak PyCCKuUM NIIeCHyn B OOHY U3 Yallek coaepXunmoe
dnakoHa... XonogHbli NOT BbICTYNUI Yy Hee Ha noby, koraa Kpacku NpoTsiHyn 3Ty yalleuyky
YyerioBeky-obe3bsiHe.

BosbmeT nn oH ee? Mnu novyBcTBYET YTO-TO HenaaHoe? Ecnv oH YTo-HMOYAb 3anof403pUT; Kakoe
y)XacHoe HakasaHue oxuagaeT ux?

BoeinuTtb KO(be C 3TUMH My)K‘-II/IHaMVI? A MOXeT BbITb, OH 3pdA HanaJjt Ha HUX U OHUN HUN B HEM He
BMHOBATbLI? B ntobom Ccnydae, Yalle4dKka KO(pe, BbIMNUTaA C HUMU, HN K HEMY ero He 00s3bIBaeT.
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dnopa 6bina npaea, yTBeEp)Kaasi, YTO eANHCTBEHHOM cnabocTbio Tap3aHa aBnanack Yawka kode,
BbINUTasa BeyepoM. OH He NPUHAN NPeasIoKEHHOro eMy NOXOAHOro CTyna, a Npucen Ha KOPTOYKW.
MepuaBLnin OTCBET ropsiLMx KOCTPOB urpan Ha ero 6poH3oBon koxe. OH paccnabun myckynbl. Ero
TenocnoXxeHne He HbI10 MOXOXUM Ha Urypy Ky3Heua nnm npodgeccuoHansHoro opua, MbllwLbl
Tap3saHa, 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsH HanoMUHaNU Mblwwubl Mepkypusa unm AnonnoHa, CTonb
NPONOpPLMOHanbHbl U FAPMOHUYHBLI OHW BbINN.

TopH, MNebns n bniobep cngenu, rNaAas Ha Hero 3a4apoBaHHbIMUY FNa3amu.
AHrnM4yaHe TONbKO cenyvac NOHNAMMU, YTO NPUHSAMAN ero 3a 4PYroro.

— AX, — nponsHec bntobep, — [I>koH NobuT HEMHOro nNowyTuUTb. OH He 3HaeT AdpUKK 1 HUKoraga
npexae 3gecb He 6biBan. OH, BO3MOXHO, peLuunsi, 4To Bbl Ty3eMeLl, a BCex Ty3eMLEB OH 30BET
OctebaHamun. OH nNobUT NoawyymBaTb Ha4 HAMMK, 3HAs!, YTO OHW BCE PaBHO HE NMOWMYT ero. Oun,
[xoH, pasBe s He NpaB? — XuTpbin bniobep He cTan goxunaaTbca oTBeTa [)koHa u BbICTPO
npoaosmkmn: — Buagnte nun, Mol 3abnyannnucb n Hageemcs, YTo Bbl NPOBEAETE HAC Yepes LXKYHIK, a
Mbl 3anfnaTMm CKONbKO Hago. HasoBute Bally LiEHY.

YenoBek-00e3bsHa BEpUI1 eMy NuLLb HAanosIoBUHY, HO B KAKON-TO CTEMEHWU BblST YCNOKOEH SIBHbIM
APYXECKMM pacnonioxeHnem. B KoHLe KOHLOB, MOXET, OHM rOBOPAT NpaBay U AEeNCTBUTENBHO
3a6nyamnmce, HenpegHamepeHHO BTOPrLUMCE Ha ero Tepputoputo. OgHako, OH y3HaeT 3To OT
TY3€MHbIX HOCUIbBLUUKOB, OT KOTOPbIX €ro Ba3vpu ycnbilwaT NpaBaMBbIA pacckal. Ho To, 4To ero
OLUIMBOYHO NPUHANK 3a Kakoro-To ActebaHa, Bo3byxaano nobonbiTtctBo Tap3aHa. Kpome Toro, oH
BCE eLle XoTen y3HaTb, KTo youn Noby, Benunkyto 06e3bsiHy.

— MNpucaxmnBanTechb, noxanyncra, — Hactamean Kpackun. — Mel cobrpaemcs BbINnuUTb Koge U ¢
pafoCTbio NpurfallaeM Bac NPUCOEAUHUTBLCS K Hawen KoMnaHun. Mbl He 3aMblLlWsieM HUYeEro
Na0X0Oro 1 30ecb Okasanucb COBEPLLEHHO CrlyvanHo. 3aBepsito Bac, YTO Mbl OXOTHO BO3MECTUM BaM
BCe yObITKN. AX, KaKk HaM MOBE3I0, YTO Mbl BCTpeTMNM Tap3aHa 13 nnemenn obesbsH. Tenepb Bbl
BblBEZeTe HAC Ha NPaBUSbHYIO JOPOry U MOMOXETE BbINyTaTbCHA U3 3aTPYAHUTESNIbHOIO NOSTOXKEHUS,
B KOTOPOM Mbl O4yTUNMUCL. Mbl 3a61yaunnce ns-3a HeEGPEXXHOCTU UM MOLLEHHUYECTBA HaLlero
NpoBOAHMKa, OH BpocKn HaC HECKONbKO Heaernb ToMy Ha3ad. KoHeYHo, Mbl 3Hanu o Bac, KTO Xe He
cnblwan o Tap3aHe u3 nrnemeHn o6e3bsaH? Ho B HalWM HaMepeHNsa He BXOAUIO nepecekaTb rpaHuly
BaLuen Tepputopumn. Mbel npobmpanuch Ha tor B MONCKaX peaknx ak3emMnnsipoB ayHbl, KOTOpble HaLl
XOPOLUNA ApYT N NOKPOBUTENb, Haxoadawwmncs sgecb Pygoned bnobep cobupaet, 4Tobbl
nNpenogHeCTN KOMNEKUMo My3elo ero poaHoro ropoga B Amepuke. Tenepb S yBEPEH, YTO Bbl
noackaxeTe, rge Mbl HAXOAUMCSA U KyAda HaM UATWU Aanblue.

Mebns, TopH n bnobep ctosanu, octonbeHeB OT TakoW JHKK, HO HEMEL, NepBbIv Npuwlen B cebs.
Cnuwkom TyrogyMHbIMW OKa3anucb aHrnmyaHe, YTobbl NOHATbL XUTPYHO YITIOBKY PYCCKOrO.

— [a, na, — enenHo nponsHec bnobep, NnoTMpas pyku, — 3T0O UMEHHO TO, YTO s cobupancs Bam
ckasaTb. Tap3aH pe3ko 0bepHyrncs K Hemy.

— Torga KTo Takom 3ctebaH? — cnpocun oH. — [loyeMy Bbl BCE Ha3blBari MEHS 3TUM UMEHEM?

dnopa Bugena, kak Kpackun nogan 4awky bnobepy, a 3atem BepHyINCs B Kpyr C NOCreAHEN Yallkon
Ansa camoro cebsa. Korga pycckui nogHsn ee nepen cobom 1 BEXNMBO NOKIOHUICS
YyenoBeky-06e3bsiHe, OHa yBUAENa, Kak BCe NATEPO OTNUAN CBON Kode.

MNocnenoBana HepBHas peakuusi: obeccuneHHas dnopa pyxHyna Ha NOXOAHYH KpoBaTb, 3aKpbIB
n1uo pykamu. A cHapyu Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsH BbINU CBOK YallKy [0 NOocneaHen Kanmu.

VI. OMNMACHOE MNMPECIIEOOBAHUE
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B nongeHb Toro gHs, koraa Tap3aH oGHapyXmn narepb 3aroBOpLUMKOB, YaCOBOW, CTOSIBLUMIA Ha
BHeLLHeN nonypaspyLeHHon cteHe Onapa, 3ameTun rpynny nogemn, CnyckaBLUMXCS C rpabl
KaMeHUCTbIX ckan B gonuHy. Jinwb Tap3aH, [xkernH KNnenTtoH 1 nx yepHble Basmpu Obinm
€NHCTBEHHbIMU MOCTOPOHHUMM, KOTOPbLIX BUaenu xxutenn Onapa 3a BCIO CBOK XU3Hb. NpaBaa, B
nony3abbITbIX NlereHgax Aanekoro NPoLoro ynoMmHanmeb 1 gpyrme npuwenbslbl, noceLwasime
korga-nnubo Onap, HO BOT YK€ MHOIO CTONETUIN ropog, XX 3aMKHYTOW; U30NTMPOBAHHON XXMU3HbIO.
Tenepb e ypoanmBoe CKpPHOYEHHOE CYLLEeCTBO Ha KPEernOCTHOW CTeHe BbINo e ANHCTBEHHbLIM
HanoMuvHaHneM 0 6eCYMCNEHHBbIX U MOTYyYMX BOMHaAxX ApeBHeN ATnaHTuabl, Mbo 3a MHOrne Beka
paca Bblpogunach, a B pesysfibTaTe CMeLleHns ¢ BeNnknmm obesbsiHamu, B KOHLE KOHLOB, Noau
npeBpaTUMCb B 3BeponofobHbIX coBpeMeHHbIX Xutenen Onapa.

CTpaHHOM 1 HeOObACHMMOMW BbIrnsAena urpa NpUpoabl, obpekLLen Ha BbIpOXAEHME NULLIb
npeacTaBUTErNen My>CKOro nona, oCTaBnsist )KEHLUH CTPOMHBIMW, XOPOLLUO CIOXEHHbIMU, C
MUITOBUAHBLIMU NPUSTHBIMU NuaMn. Ho aTa cTpaHHas npupoaHasi 3aKOHOMEPHOCTb
noadepXmBanach U UCKYCCTBEHHO: IEBOYKWN, POAMBLLMECS C NPU3Hakammn obe3bsiH, HemeareHHO
YHUYTOXAarNMCb, TOYHO TakK Xe, KaK YHUYTOXanucb Manbynku, obnagasLlumne YnCcTo YenoBeyeckumm
yepTamum.

BoT noyemy oamHoOKuin YacoBoi Ha cTeHe Onapa 6bin TUMUYHBIM NPEACTaBUTENEM MYXKCKOIO
HaceneHus ropoaa. HM3kopochbli KOPEHACTbLIN MYXK4MHA CO CMyTaHHbIMW BorlocaMmu 1 6opoaoi.
Hag HWM3KMM ManeHbkMM NGOM poCcny BOMOChl, ManeHbkne 6rvM3Ko nocaxeHHble rnasa, Moryyme
KNbIKM yKa3blBanun Ha 06e3bsiHblo HAaCNeACTBEHHOCTb, TaKXKe Kak U KOPOTKME Koconarnble HOru U
MYCKYJIUCTbI€, CKYAHO MOKPbITbIE LLUEPCTLI0 PYKWU.

Mo Mepe TOoro Kak OH 3MbIMU1, HAaNUTLIMK KPOBbLIO rMa3amMu Creavn 3a npoaBuKeHneM oTpsaaa,
nepecekaLLero onuHy B HanpasneHu1 Onapa, pocno u ero Bo3byxaeHuve. [bixaHne y4acTunocs,
13 ropna nocnbllanocb HU3KOE NPUrMyLEHHOE pblYaHue.

OTpsig HacunTbiBan NPUGNM3NTENBHO HECKONBbKO AECATKOB YenoBeK. Y6eanBLUMCh B 3TOM, YacOBOM
CNYCTUINCS C HapY>XHOW CTEHbI, MMHOBAI BHYTPEHHIO CTEHY 1 nobexarn no LMpokKon annee,
NCYe3HYB BCKOPE BHYTPU MOSypasBanmBLLErocs, HO BCe eLle BENMYECTBEHHOrO 1 NPEKPaCHOro
Xpama.

Kamx, BepxoBHbIN xpel Onapa, cuaen Ha KopTovkax nog TEHbH MMraHTCKUX AepeBbeB. Psgom
pPacnonoXunncb HECKOMbKO MNaALUmMX XpeLoB, 0cobo npmbnmkeHHbix K Kagxy. Nx yameuno
BHe3arnHoe nosiBNeHne BonHa. 3anbixaBLInncs YyacoBon nogbexan k Kagxy.

— Kagx, — 3akpnyan oH. — k Onapy npogsuraetca otpsg yyxakos! OHM cnyCTUNUCL B AONNHY C
ceBepo-3anaga. MIx yenosek NATbAECAT, @, MOXET, U TOoro 6onbLue. A Buaen nx ¢ Hapy>KHoOM CTeHbI,
HO He pasrnsigaen kak cregyeT — 6bino oveHb ganeko. Co BpeMeH NosiBNEHNSA TeX TapMaHraHu B
Onape He BbISI0 MOCTOPOHHUX.

— [MpoLwno MHOro nNyH ¢ Tex nop, kak Benuknin TapmaHraHu, HasbiBaBLLMI cebs Tap3aHoM m3
nneMeHn obesbsiH, NoceTun Haw ropog, — otBetTun Kagx. — OH obewtan BepHyTbCA 4O Ce30Ha
poxaen, 4tobbl y6eauTbca B TOM, YTO J19 HE NpUYMHUAN HUKaKoro Bpeaa, HO OH He BepHyncs, a J1a
yTBEpXAana, 4to oH norné. Tbl roBOpU KOMY-HUBYAb O TOM, YTO BUAEN? — CNPOCUN OH BAPYT,
00OpaTMBLLMCL K HacOBOMY.

— HeT. — oTBETUN TOT.

— Bot n xopowo! — BocknnkHyn Kagx. — MNownu. Ml BMecTe NogHUMEMCA Ha HaPYXXHYK CTEHY U
NOCMOTPUM, KTO MOCMEN BCTYNUTb B 3anpeTHbin Onap. Ho o ToM, 4To pacckasan Ham bnarx, — Hu
3BYyKa O MO€ero paspeLueHus!
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— CnoBo Kagxa — 3akoH, — TUXO CKasan oAuH M3 XXPeLoB, — HO Beb cyllecTByeT J1a...
Kaoyx noBepHyn cepanToe NuLo K roBOpsiLLEMY.

—Jla - BEpXOBHaA Xpuua, — ynpamMo noBTopust ToT U nobasun: — KpomMe TOoro, oHa Koponesa Orlapa.

— A 9 — BEPXOBHbIN XpeL, — HanoMHWUN Kagx, — 1 Mory npeanoxmtb noboro ans
XEPTBOMPUHOLLEHNSA B XpaMe MePTBLIX UNu bory oruHs.

— Mbl 6ygem xpaHuTb MonyaHue, Kagk, — 0oTBETUI XpeL, CMYLLIEHHO.

— Tak-To ny4ywe, — npoBopYan BEPXOBHbIN XpeL, U HanpaBusCcs Mo Kopuaopam xpama K Hapy>KHOM
cteHe. OTcloga OHM MPUHANUCE paccMmaTpuBaTb NpUBMXKaLWNNCS OTpsaa, NeperoBapuBasiCb
Mexay cobomn Ha ropTaHHOM si3blke BESTMKMX 06e3bsH, B KOTOPOM M3peaKa BCTpevanuch criosa u
opasbl CTPAHHOrO Hapeuyns, BbIBLLIErO, BEPOSATHO, NCKAXKEHHOW (hOPMOI APEBHETNO A3blKa aTNaHTOoB.
OTn crosa un ppasbl ObINIM €AMHCTBEHHbLIM CBUAETENBLCTBOM CYLLECTBOBaHMSA HEKoraa yracluemn
pachbl ntogen, Ybn ropofa NOKOSTCA B OKEAHCKUX ryOnHax u 4yen npeanpumMymnBbIi U CMESbIN
XapakTep 3acTaBuil UX NPOHUKHYTb rMyboko B cepaue ApukM B nouckax 30510Ta U gparoLeHHbIX
KaMHeWn 1 NOCTPOUTb TaM KONUM CBOUX POLHbIX AaneKux ropoaos.

B To Bpems kak Kagx 1 conpoBoxaatoLme ero xpewbl paccMaTpuBani U3-nog HaxMypeHHbIX
6poBen He3HaKoOMUEB, YNPAMO NPOABUraBLLUMXCS NOA NansAwmMM COMHLUEM MO KAMEHUCTON
6ecnnogHon gonvHe, ManeHbkasa cepas obesbsHka Habnogana 3a HUMKU U3 rycTon NUCTBbI
rMraHTCKOro Aepesa, B CBOE BpeMs NpobmuBLLErocs Yepes NANTOYHYI0 NaHernb ApeBHen annen. 910
Obina cepbe3Has 06e3bsiHKa C rPyCTHON MOPAOYKOW.

OxBaTuBLUEE ee NBOoNbITCTBO ObINIO CTONb BEUKO, YTO AaXe NPUrMYLLMIIO €CTECTBEHHbIA CTpax
nepeg Myx4mHamu n3 Onapa. O6e3bsiHKa cnpbirHyna ¢ gepesa, npeogonena BHYTPEHHIOK CTEHY U
BCKapabkanacb Ha HapyXHyto. OkasaBLUMCb No3agun rpynnbl HabnogaTenen, oHa cnpsTanach 3a
MaCCMBHOM rPaHUTHOWM rNbliboN, He 60sACh ObITb OBHaPYXEHHON, 1 Npucnywanack. My>X4nHbl
pasroBapuBanu Ha s3bike BENMKNX 06e3bsH, TaK YTO OHA BCE MPEKpacHO NoHMMana.

CornHue KnoHunochb Kk 3akaty. OTpsa npnbnmauncs yxxe tak 61mM3ko, 4To MOXHO BbINO pasnNUynTb
nvua nogen. Baopyr oguH 13 mnaglwmnx XpeLos BOCKMMKHYI:

— Kapgx, ato e oH. Benuknin Tap3aH n3 nnemeHn obesbsiH, Kak OH cebsi HasbiBaeT. A SICHO BUXY
ero. OcTanbHble — Herpbl, 1 OH KOMbeM NoaroHseT ux natu sneped. Cyasi no Mx NoBegeHUI0, OHN
nnbo yctanu, nnbo 604T1cs, a OH 3acTaBnsieT Ux ABUraTbCs.

— Tl yBepeH? — cnpocun Kagx. — Tbl yBEpEH, YTO 3TO Tap3aH 13 niemMmeHn o6e3bsH?
— YBepeH, — 0TBEeTUN MNaLlum Xpew, a BCKope 1 Apyron noaTsepaun ero npasoTy.

HakoHeL, oTpaa Npubnuanncsa HacTomnbKo, YTo cam Kagx, Yybe 3peHune BbIno He TakuM OCTPbIM, Kak
Yy MOTNOAbIX XPeLoB, yoeanncs, Y4To 3To AeNcTBUTENbHO Tap3aH U3 nneMeHn 06esbsH,
BO3BpallatoLmiica B Onap. Benukuii xpeL, 4To-To 3aaymMunso nposopyan cebe noa Hoc. Bapyr oH
NOBEPHYNCA K OCTanbHbIM.

— OH He O0MMKEH NPONTN, — BOCKITMKHYIN OH. — OH He gorkeH nponTtn B Onap.

MocneLwnTe 1 NPUBEAUTE COTHIO BOMHOB! Mbl BCTPETUM MX, KOrga OHM 6yayT NPOXOAUTL CKBO3b
Hapy>XHYI0 CTEHY 1 YObeM N0 OAMHOYKE.

— A Kak xe J13?! — BOCKIMKHYN TOT, KOTOPLIN Bbi3Ban spoctb Y Kagxka B cagy.

— £ xopowo nomHto, 4To J13 obelana Tap3aHy 13 nnemeHn obesbsaH BevHyto apyx0y Onapa 3a 1o,
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YTO MHOTO NyH TOMY Ha3aj OH crac ee OT pasbspeHHoro TaHTopa.

— MonuaTb! — npopbivan Kagx. — Tel y MeHsa goxaewbca! Mbl 4ormkHbI nepebuTb nx Bcex. A korga
OyaeT y>xe No3gHO, Mbl CMOXEM U y3HaTb UX. MOHATHO? W 3HanTe, BCAKUI, KTO NONbITaeTca
nomMeLuaTb MHe, YMPET, N He Ha XXepTBEHHOM arnTtape, a NpaMo OT Moux pyk. Cnbiwumnte? — n oH
TKHYN yKasaTesnbHbIM NanbueM B Apoxallero xpeua.

CnbllaBliasi Bce 3T0 MaHy-06e3bsiHka Apoana oT Bo3byxaeHus. OHa 3Hana TapsaHa 13 nnemeHm
06e3bsiH, Kak, BNpoyeM, Bce 00e3bsiHbl ApPUKM, 3HaNa ero kak gpyra u sawuTtHuka. C apyrom
CTOPOHbI, My>X4nMH Onapa oHa HeHaBuaena. OHU He ObINK HX NDABMU, HU XKUBOTHBIMU U
OTNNYanmUChb XXECTOKOCTbLIO M CBUPENOCTLIO HpaBa, yoneas 1 noegas e nogobHbix. [oaTomy oHa
CUnbHO 3abGecnokounach, yChbllaB O FOTOBSLLEMCS MOKYLUEHWUM Ha XN3Hb BENTMKOrO TapMaHraHu.
OHa nomana cBo MarieHbKyto rofioBKY 1 HEpPBHO Tepebunna KOHYMK XBOCTA, MNbiTasiCb NepeBapuTb
yCnbllaHHOEe U N3BMeYb U3 CMYTHbIX FMyOUH CBOEro KpOoLLIEYHOro Mo3ra nraH cnaceHus Tap3saHa.
OHa kopuuna Henenble rpumacsl, agpecoBaHHble Kagxky U ero komnaHum, HO OHU, KOHEYHO, He
MOINN NX BUAETb. Huyero nogoBbHOro B XXM3HU C MaHy He Crny4arnochk, U el XOTenoch npbiraTtb,
BU3XaTb, TApaTOPUTb U GpPaHUTb HEHABUCTHLIX XuTene Onapa, HO YTO-TO NOACKAa3bIBaNoO e, YTo
3TMM OHa HUYero He Ao0beTCs, NWb 06paTUT Ha cebst BHUMaHKE U MONYyYUT HECKONbKO yAapoB
KaMHSIMW, KOTOpbIe XpeLbl YMernu o4eHb NoBko 6pocaTb. ToOYHOE nonagaHue Mormo 4OPoro CToUTb
obe3sbsiHke. MaHy He oTnuyanachk rnyouHON MbILLNEHMS, HO B J@HHOM Cly4ae OHa npeB3oLuna
camoe cebs 1 ymyapuiacb CKOHLEHTPUPOBATL CBOW MbICIU, HE NMO3BOMSAS OTBMNEKaTbCs No
cTtopoHam. OHa gaxe No3Bosunia COYHOM ryceHuue 6ecnpensiTCTBEHHO NPOMON3TY MUMO.

Bckope Kagx yBuaen, kak maneHbkasa cepast ob6esbsiHka ncyesna 3a rpebHem Hapy>KHOW CTEHbI B
NATNOECATN MEeTpax OT TOro MecTa, rae OH CO CBOMMM fNIOAbMU OXuaan, 3aTamMBLINCL, Nogxona
BonHOB. Ho B Onape 6bino Tak MHOro 06e3bsiH, YTO OH CKOSMb3HYI MO HEW paBHOAYLUHbLIM B3rns40M
N TYT e 3abbIn1 O ee CyLLEeCTBOBAHUMN.

Kamx He Bugen, kak B HacTynawLlen TeMHOTe MarneHbkasa cepasi urypka Hecnacb Bnepef. OHa
BCe Bpemsd Bpocana nucnyraHHble B3rnaabl Hanpaso 1 Haneeo.

MNMpoMyaBLUMCL HEKOTOPOE PACCTOsIHUE OT CTEHbI, 06e3bsiHKa AOCTUMA KAMEHUCTOrO Xonma u
CTperon B3neTena Ha ero BepLunHy. o cyTu, 3To 6bin OFPOMHBIA BarnyH C NOYTU OTBECHLIMM
CKINOHaMW, A0CTaTOYHO pa3pyLUeHHbIMU, YTOObI ManeHbKkas MaHy nerko 3abpanachb HaBepx.
3amepeB Ha MUHYTY, YTOObI OTAbILATLCA M YCNOKOUTL BeHne CBoero cepaeyka, obesbsiHka
NOAOLUNA K Kpato cKkanbl U 3arnsiHyna BHU3 Ha Ntoden, NoA4oLWeAmMX K MOOHOXMIO BarnyHa.

Tam gencTBmMTenbHO ObIN BENWKWIA TapMaHraHm — Tap3aH, a C HUM OKOJO NATUAECATU rOMaHraHu,
3aHNUMAaBLLNXCA HEMOHATHBLIM 4ENIOM — OHU COeAUHANN APYr C APYroM Xepau, NoNoXKeHHble Ha
3eMI0 B ABa NapannernbHbiX psaga. 3aTeM Ha pacCToAHUM BOCEMHaALUATU (PyTOB K 3TUM Xepasam
OHW NPUHSNNCB NPUBA3bIBaTb NONEepeYHbIe NepeKnaanHbl, U BCKOpe nonyyunnack rpybas, Ho
npoYHasa nectHuua, Llenn Bcero nponcxoasiuero MaHy He noHnMMana, Kak He 3Harna oHa u Toro, 4To
BECb 3TOT NfaH poanncsa B XMTPOyMHOM Mo3ry dnopbl Xakec. C NOMOLLbI0 NECTHULbI MOXHO ObIfo
B300OpaTbCs Ha CKanuCTbIn BanyH, Ha BEPLUMHE KOTOPOro Haxoauscst BXO4 B COKpoBULLHMLbI Onapa.
Ob6e3sbsiHka He 3Hana 1 Toro, YTo OTpPsaa U He cobupanca BxoanTtb B Onap, Tak 4To npuwenbuam He
rpo3una onacHOCTb CO CTOPOHbLI BOMHOB, KOBApPHO CrpsiTaHHbIX Kag)kem B Npoxoae KpenoCTHOM
cteHbl. OgHako ansa Tap3aHa yrposa octaBanach, 1, OTAblaBLWNCL, MaHy pelunna npeaynpeants o
HeWn gpyra cBOero Hapoga.

— Tap3aH, — KpMKHyIa OHa Ha AA3blke, MOHATHOM UM 0GOUM.
Benblii YenoBek 1 YePHOKOXWE NOAHSNN BBEPX rONOBbI NPK 3BYKe ee webevylero ronoca.
— Tap3aH, 310 1 — MaHy, — noBTOpUa obe3bsiHka, — S NpuLNa npeaynpeanTb Teds. He xoam B

Onap. Kagx v ero nogun nogxunaatot Teb4a 3a HapyXHOW CTEHOWN, YTOObI yOUTb.
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Herpbl, 06Hapy»xu1B, YTO NpuynHOM 6eCnoKONCTBa ABNSETCA BCEro-HaBcero ManeHbkas 06e3bsiHka,
HemeneHHO Npoaomkunn paboTy. benbin Takke He 06paTu Ha crnoBa MaHy HMKaAKOro BHUMaHUS.
O6e3bsiHKa He yanBMnachb TOMY, YTO YEPHOKOXNE He 3aMHTEepecoBanucb ee coobLLeHneM, Tak Kak
3Hana, 4YTO OHW He NMOHUMAIOT A3blka BEMUKNX MaHraHu, HoO Mon4yaHue Tap3aHa Bbl3Barno B HEN
HegoymeHue. BHOBb 1 BHOBb OHa 3Barna Tap3aHa no nMeHu, BHOBb WU BHOBb MOBTOPSa crioBa
npeaocTepexeHns, Ho YenoBek-06e3baHa He OTKNuKancs. Benvkun TapMmaHraHn To v He crblwan
ee, To Nn He noHnman. Many 6bina o3agadeHa. Yto npomsowno? MNMoyemy Tap3aH He xo4eT
npucnyLwaTbCs K NpefoCTePeXXeHUsIM CBOEro MasieHbKoro gpyra?

HakoHeLl o6e3bsiHka npekpaTtuna 6ecnnoaHble NonbITKM U C TOCKOM NOCMOTpena Hasag Ha AepeBbs
BHYyTpM 0BHeceHHoro cteHamm Onapa. YXe CTEMHESNO, U OHa gpoXana npu MbICfiM O TOM, YTO Hafo
nepeceyb JOMNHY HOYbIO, KOrga Tam nosiHo Bparos. OHa novecana ronosy, o6xBaTuna pykamu
KONEHKN 1 3amepria B 3TON No3e, OANHOKUA N OYEHb HECHACTHbLIN cepbln knyboyek. OgHako, Kak Hu
CKBEPHO YyBCTBOBana cebsa maHy, oHa Bce e coobpasuna, YTo Ha BepLUMHe BarlyHa OHa
HaxoAMTCsl B OTHOCUTENbHON Be30MacHOCTU, N NO3TOMY peLlmMia OCTaTbCs 34eChb Ha BCHO HOYb.
Korga B3owna nyHa, obesbsiHka BApYr yBuAaena, kak Tap3aH u3 nnemeHun obes3bsH 3actaBnsieT
YEePHOKOXMX yCTaHaBNMBaTb NectHuly. Hukorga oHa He Buaena Tap3aHa TaknM XXECTOKUM U
rpyObiM NO OTHOLLEHWUIO K Herpam. MaHy 3Hana, Kaknm CBMpenbIM MOr BbITb BEMNKUIA TapMaHraHu co
CBOVIMW Bparamu, Kak C NtogbMu, Tak U C XXMBOTHbIMMW, HO HUKOr4a He Buaena, Ytobbl OH Tak
obpaLuancs ¢ YepPHOKOXUMU, KOTOPbIX CYMTaN CBOMMMU OPY3bSMU.

MogroHaeMble KOMbeM, Herpbl HEOXOTHO 836MpaJ'II/ICb no necrtHuue Ha BepLlinHy BalyHa.
MocnegHnm nogHsaNcsa TapsaH, 1M MaHy Buaena, Kak BCKope OHU CKpblJTUCb B rny6|/|He OFpOMHOVI
LaxThbl.

MpoLno HEMHOrO BPEMEHW, U OHU NOSIBUNUCH BHOBb; TENEpb Kaxabl U3 HUX Aepxkan B 06enx
pykax no Tskenomy npeameTy, no hopMe HanoMUHarLWeMy CTpouTerbHble GITOKM, U3 KOTOPbIX
BO3ABMranuch 3gaHus B Onape, HoO TONbKO MeHbLUMX padMepoB. MaHy Buaena, kak YepHOKoXume
NOoA4HOCUNM NPeAMETbI K Kpato BanyHa u copacbkiBany ux BHu3. Korga pabota 6bina 3akoH4YeHa, BCS
rpynna oguvH 3a ApyruM cryctunach no fecTHuue Ha 3emnio. Ha a1oT pa3 TapaaH Lwen nepsbiM.
3aTeM OHM onycTUNK necTHuy, bbICTpo pasobpanu ee, CNOXWUMW XepAX Y NOAHOXUS cKarnbl,
NOAHSM GpoLLEHHbIE CBEPXY NPEAMETbI 1 NocneaoBany 3a Tap3aHOM Yepes A0ofMHY B 06paTHOM
HanpaeneHuu.

Ecnn 661 MaHy Gbina yenoBekom, oHa Obl Kpenko npusagymanack, Ho Byay4yn Bcero nuib
00e3bsHKON, OHa BMAena TobKo To, YTO BUAena, He NbiTasgCb NOpasMbICNUTb Hag yBUAeHHbIM. OHa
3Hana, 4YTo noBeAeHue ngen sooduie TpygHO Nopon 06bACHUTL. Hanpumep, romaHraHu, Kotopble
He MO MATK Yepes Nnec C NErkocTblo NBOro Apyroro XMBOTHOrO, yCyrybnanu TpyaHocTy,
Harpyxas cebst 4ONONHUTENBHON TAXXECTbIO B BUAE MeTannnyeckux 6pacneTtoB Ha pykax 1 Horax,
oXepernun, NOsiICoB, LLKYP 3Bepen, KOTopble MeLlanu ux ABMmKeHno no necy. Korga maHy
3agyMbiBanacb Haf 3TUM, OHa pafoBanach, YTO He NMPUHALMNEXUT K YenoBeveckomMy nremeHn. OHa
Xanena aTux rnynbiX Hepa3yMHbIX TBapen.

HorkHo 6bITb, MaHy 3agpemana. Ev nokasanocb, YTO OHa NvWb Ha MIHOBEHWE NPUKpPbINa rnasa, Ho
Koraa oHa OTKpblfna ux, po30Bbi CBET 3apu 3anusan 6e3xun3HeHHyto gonvHy. OHa ycnena
3aMeTuUTb, Kak nocneaHnn n3 otpsga Tap3aHa CKpbinca cpeaun ckarn, OKpyXasLnx gonvHy. MaHy
noBepHynacb B ctopoHy Onapa, peLums CnyCcTUTLCS CO CKarbl U BEPHYTbCA Ha3ag B 6e3onacHyto
NNCTBY POAHbIX AepeBbeB. HO npexae Hy>XHO npon3BecTy pa3seaky. MoxeT 6biTh, LLnTa-naHTepa
BCe ewe 6poauT rae-to nobnusoctn. Many npobexana Boonb kpad obpbiBa, ocmaTpusas
NPOCTPAHCTBO MeXAY BanyHOM U cTeHamu ropoga. TyT-TO OHa M yBMAenNa T0, YTO HaMnosHUIO ee
AyLly Bo3myLleHneM. M13-3a paspylueHHon BHeLWHen cTeHbl Onapa Bbixoamn 605bLIon oTpsag,
MEeCTHbIX BOMHOB. MaHy mMorna 6bl HacunTatb Ux 6onblue cCoTHU, ecnn Bbl ymena 3T1o genaTb.

Kasanocb, oHM HanpaensaTcs K BanyHy, 1 obesbsiHka cuas Habnogana 3a ux npubnmkeHnem,
peLLnB He BO3BpaLLaTbCs B ropof, Noka Tporna He 0cBO6OAMTCSA OT HEHABUCTHbIX CyLLEecTB. Y Hee

Page 30/120



CNOXMNOCb BrevyaTtneHne, YTo OHM MAYT MMEHHO 3a Hel, 6O 3romM3mM HU3LLIMX XKMBOTHbLIX OFPOMEH.
[ns maHy nogo6Has MbiCib HE Ka3anacb Henernown, N03TOMY OHa cripsiTanach 3a KaMHeEM,
OCTOPOXXHO BbIrnsaabiBas N3 cBoero ykpbiTus. ObesbsiHka BUaena, kak otpsa MeaneHHo
npubnmxaeTcs, N ee 0XBaTbiBaro BONIHEHME, XOTA OHa He UCMbITbiBana cTpaxa, Tak Kak noHuMana,
YTO €CNY OHW HaYHYT NOAHMMATBLCS MO OAHOW CTOPOHE BaryHa, OHa NEerko CMOXeT CMyCTUTLCS Mo
APYro 1 NpOoWTU NoroBuHy NyTn kK Onapy npexae Yem OHM 3aMeTST ee.

A BOWHBI W 1 wnu. OHM He OCTaHOBUUCK Y BanyHa, a NpoLwnn MMmo. BoT TyT-To nctuHa
BCMNbIXHYSa B ManeHbLKoM Mo3ry o6e3bsHkn — Kagpk 1 ero niogm npecnegosanu Tap3aHa u3
nnemeHn obesbsiH, 4Tobbl youTb ero. Ecnn maHy n 6eina obuxeHa HEBHUMAHMEM K HEN CO CTOPOHBbI
TapsaHa npownon HoYblo, cenvac oHa 060 BceM 3abbinia 1 3aBofiHOBanach o ero cyasbe ¢
NCKPEHHEN HENOCPEACTBEHHOCTLIO.

Cravana oHa pewwmna 6exatb Bnepea, 4tobbl eLle pas npeaynpeanTsb Tap3aHa, Ho, B3rNsiHYB Ha
NPOXOASLLNX BHU3Y HEHABUCTHbIX Xutenen Onapa, npusagymanach.

MaHy nposoausia nx B3rndgomMm u ewie pas3 ormndagerna aonnHy 1n gopory K Onapy.

He oBHapyXuB HMYEro NoA03pUTENbHOIO, OHa CTPEMMUTENBHO U JTOBKO CMyCTUNach C BanyHa BHU3
MO NOYTM OTBECHOW cKarne v nom4yanachk K ropoackon cteHe. TpyaHO ckasaTb, KOrda B ee MasieHbKOM
rofioBe poanncsa n3ymmntenbHbli nnaH. BoamoxHo, oHa npuaymana ero, cuas Ha BepLUNHE U
Habntopas 3a Kagxem u ero niogbmu, npecnegyowmmm Tap3aHa, a MoxXeT, npoberas no gonvHe K
Onapy, a moxeT, gobpaBLUnNCb 00 POAHbLIX 4EPEBLEB?

Ho kak 6bl TO HM BbINO, J13 — BepxoBHas xpuua n koponesa Onapa, KynasLluasics B npyay B O4HOM
13 cagoB Xpama, BAPYr ycrbiwarna Hag CBOen rofloBon, KpUK 06e3bsiHKK, CKavyLLen C BETKM Ha
BEeTKYy. OTO Obina ManeHbkas cepas o6e3bsiHka C neYaribHbIM 1 MyApbIM NULOM, BbirnagesLuas
Takoun cepbesHon, byaTo Ha ee nneyax nexarna oTBeTCTBEHHOCTb 3a CyAbby Hauuu.

— J1a! J1a! — kpnyana maneHbkas maHy. — OHu nownun yémnsatb Tap3aHa!
Mpun 3ByKE 3TOro UMEHM KOposieBa MTHOBEHHO BCTPENeHynack U BONPOCUTENBHO B3rfsiHyna BBEPX.

— B yem geno, maHy? — nouHTepecoBanacb oHa. — Tap3aH nokuHyn Onap MHOro nyH ToMmy Hasag.
Cenvac ero 3gecb HeT. O 4yeM Tbl roBOpULLL?

— A Bugena ero cBOMMU rnasamu, — KpukHyna obesbsiHka. — [poLUmon HOUYb CO MHOXECTBOM
romaHraHu. OH nogowen K 60bLLIOMY BanyHY, YTO NEXUT B AONMHE, NOOHANCA CO CBOUMMW MOAbMM
Ha BEpPLUMHY, OMYCTUIICA BHYTPb W BbILWEN C KAMHSIMUW, KOTOpble cOpoCcUn BHU3 B A0MMHY. [TOTOM OHM
crnesnu Ha 3eMrnto, cobpanu KaMHU 1 NOKMHYNKN JAonuHy. Tyaa. — W maneHbkas MaHy MaxHyna pyKkow
B CTOPOHY CEBEPO-BOCTOKA.

— Kak Tbl y3Hana, 4to 310 6611 Tap3aH u3 nnemeHn ob6esbaH? — cnpocuna Jla.
— Pa3Be MaHy He y3HaeT CBOEero 3aluTHUKa 1 apyra? — yamBunacb o6esbsiHka.
— £ Buagena ero cBoMMu rmasamu. 1o 6bin Tap3aH.

JIla B 3agymumnBocTM Haxmypuna 6posu. my6oko B cepaue Tren oroHb ee BENUKon nobsu K
[MoBenuTento AXXyHrnen, oroHb, NOTYLWEHHbIA HACUNBbHO, NOTOMY YTO CMYCTHA HECKOSbKO NieT nocrne
NOCBSILLEHNS B BEPXOBHbIE Xpuubl NnameHetowero 6ora, oHa gomkHa 6bina Belbpate cebe myxa, n
nm ctan Kagx. B TedeHne mHorux nyH J1s ctpacTHo MeyTana cgenatb Tap3aHa CBOUMM MYyXeM, HO
YyenoBek-obe3bsHa He NOUN ee, B KOHLIE KOHLLOB OHA MNOHSANAa, YTO HUKOrA4a He nontoburt. Nocne
3TOro OHa cMupunach nepeq yxacHow cyabbon, bpocuBlien ee B 06baTua Kagxa.

Mocne Toro, Kak npoxoaunn Mecsl 3a Mmecduem, a TapsaH He BO3BpaLlarnca B Onap, Kak obeLuan,
4YTOObI y6eﬂVITbCFI, 4YTO C J19 HMYEro NNoxoro He cnyyunnocCb, OHa BCe OonbLue CKNoHsINacb K MHEHWIO
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HeHaBucTHoro Kagxka, uto Tap3aH nornb, u nocteneHHo ee NoboBb NpeBpaTUnach B rpycTHoe
BOCNOMMHaHMe. Tenepb e, y3HaB, YTO OH XXMB, U HaxXxoauncst Tak 6nnsko, ctapasi paHa BHOBb
Hayana KpoBOTOUMTb. 3 3aaymumBocTu J13 BbIBENN TPEBOXKHbLIE KPUKM MaHy. XKeHLnHa noHsna,
4yTo Tap3aHy rpo3nT ONacHOCTb, HO B YeM OHa 3aKIiYaeTCsi, He foraganacb ClpoCUThb.

— Kto nowen ybueaTb Tap3aHa 13 nnemeHn o6e3bsH? — BOCKNUKHYA OHa.
— Kapx! Kagx! — 3aBuaxana obesbssiHka. — C HUM ngeT MHOro-MmHoro BOMHOB!
OHun npecnepytot Tap3aHa!l

Na BbICKoYMNa 13 BoAbl, CXBaTUMNA OAEXAY U, 0AeBasicb Ha xoay, nobexana yepes caj B CTOPOHY
Xpama.

VII. Tbl AOIDKHA NMPUHECTW EIO B XXEPTBY...

OcTopOoXHbI Kagk 1 COTHSI ero ypoaSiMBbIX BOMHOB, BOOPYXEHHbLIX KOPOTKUMU AyOUHKaMU 1
HOXXaMW, TUXO CMyCKanucb C OTPOrOB CKaNMUCTbIX rop, OKPY)XaBLUUX AONMHY, Ha Tpony Genoro
YyenoBekKa 1 ero YepHbix Basnpu. OHKM He cnewnnn, Tak Kak eLle ¢ KpernoCTHOW CTeHbl 3aMeTUNn YTo
oTpsAa, KOTOPbIV OHW NpecrneaoBany, ABuUrancs o4eHb MeAneHHo, XOTS U He MO MOHSITb NMPUYNHY
3TOM MeAnuUTeNbHOCTH, MO0 C TaKOro PacCTOSIHUS HEBO3MOXHO ObINO YBUAETHL IPy3, KOTOPbIN
YepHOKOXMe Talumnm Ha cebe. Kagx He xoTen HanagaTtb AHEM, NpeanoYnTas caenatb 3TO HOYbHO.

BHe3anHocTb aTakm U YncneHHoe npeBoCcxoacTBO HanagaBLKMX MOITIN obecneunTtb JIErkyto no6e/:1y
Hag cnAawum narepem.

Cnep, no KOTOPOMY OHM LN, Obin XOopoLwo BnaeH. OwWwnbunTbCA OHM HE MOTTIN, N no3TOMYy
asuranmcb HeToOpornJinBo. OctaBanocb CNyCTUTbCA NO NOJIOromMy CKIoHy, W, Korga 3a6p63)KI/IJ'I
pacceeT, OHN HEOXKNOAaHHO OCTaHOBUJTUCb, HATKHYBLUNCb HA KOJTHOYYHO0 N3ropodb, HeaBHO
NOCTaBJIEHHYIO HA HELLMPOKOM OTKPbITOM MECTE. B LUEHTPE Oropo>XeHHOoro nNpocTpaHCTBa
nogHnmManacb CprIZKa OblMa OT yracarulero Kocrtpa.

3HauuT, 30ecb Obin narepb YenoBeka-o6e3bsHbI.

Kagx otBen ceom oTpAL B YKpPbITUE, pa3MeCTUB €ro cpeamn 3eneHbiX KyCTtoB, poCLUUX BOOJ1b TPOnMbI,
1 nocnarsn enepen passegyuka. ‘—Iepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT TOT BEPHYIICA U O0J10XUI1, 4TO Narepb
6pou.|eH, n Kagx OBUHYICA Bnepen co CBOMMU BOUHAMMN. Bongsa B orpagy, oOHn oCMOTpesin narepb,
CTapasdcCb onpeaerintb YNCrneHHOCTb Ba3npu, conpoBoXxXgatoLmnx TapsaHa.

3aHaTbI noacyeToM, Kagk HeoXuaaHHO 3aMeTun YTO-TO, Nexallee B AanbHEM KOHLE nareps v
nonyckpbiToe kyctammu. OH OCTOPOXHO ABUHYNCS BNepes, MO0 3TO HEYTO BbI3BAO He TONbKO
ntoBoNbITCTBO, HO M BHYLLAMNO OnaceHne, NOCKOMbKY O4eHb HAaMOMUHANOo urypy nexaliero Ha
3emse YeroBeka.

C pybvHkamu HarotoBe 4eCATOK BOMHOB NPUBNN3NNNCE K HEMOHATHOMY NpeaMeTy, Bbi3blBaBLUEMY
TpeBoXHOe NntobonbITcTBO Kagka. Korga oHn npnbnuaunuce, To yeugenu nepeg cobon
6e3xn3HeHHoe Teno Tap3aHa 13 nnemeHn ob6e3bsH.

— bor Orns NnpoCcTep CBOK AJ1aHb, 4TOObI OTOMCTUTD 3a OCKBepHeHHbIIZ anTapb! — BCKpu4yan
BerOBHbIﬁ xXpeu, n rnasa ero BCrnbIXHyJ1N 6€3yMHbIM (*)aHaTVI‘-IHbIM Bneckom.

Ho gpyron xpeL, MOXeT 6bITb, bonee NpakTUYHbIA, a MOXeT, 6onee OCTOPOXKHbIN, CKITOHWUICS Haz
TENoM YenoBeka-06e3bsHbI N NPUITOXNIT YXO K ero rpyau.
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— OH He ymep, — npowlenTarn OH, — BO3MOXHO, OH MPOCTO CMWUT.

— Torga xBaTauTe ero ckopee, — npukasan Kagx, 1 B Ty XXe MUHYTY HECKOSbKO BOrocaTbIX ouryp
Habpocunuce Ha Tap3aHa. OH He Oka3biBan COMPOTMBIIEHMS, AaXe He OTKpbIBar rnas, u BCKope ero
PyKu 6bInn 3anomMneHbl Ha3ag U KPENKo CBA3aHbI.

— TawmTte ero Ha OTKPbITOE NPOCTPAHCTBO, rae rnasa lNnamenetowero bora cmoxeTt B3MMAHYTb Ha
HEero, — KpuKHyn Kagx.

BouHbl BbIBONOKNM Tap3aHa Ha cosniHeYHbIn cBeT, 1 KagX, BEpXOBHbIN XpeL,, BbITalLuIl HOX, NOSHSAN
€ro Hag rofioBoW 1 BCTan Hag pacnpocTtepTbiM TeNoM cBoen xepTebl. CTOPOHHUKN Kagxa
Crpyannmncb BOKpYr YyernoBeka-06e3bsaHbl, a Apyrne BCTanm 3a CrnHOM BEPXOBHOIO xpeua. OHu
4yyBCTBOBanu cebsa HeyBepeHHO, NepeMmHasiCb C HOMM Ha HOry, NepeBoAs B3rnsaabl ¢ Tap3aHa Ha
Kapxka n nocmatpumBas yKkpagkowm Ha ConHue, cTosilee BbICOKO B Hebe n ckpbiToe obnakamu. Ho
Kakme Obl MbICIIN HY TPEBOXUIW UX NONyAMKME MO3TN, CPEAN HUX HALLENCHA NULLb OOMH,
OCMENUBLLMICS NogaTb ronoc. 310 6bIN Xpew, KOTopbI AHEM paHbLUe ocnapuBan pelweHunsa Kagxa.

— Kapx, — ckasan oH. — KTo Tbl Takol, YToGbl B OAUHOYKY COBEPLLUTL 0GPSA[ XXEePTBONPUHOLLIEHUS
Bory OrHsa? 3To npuBMUnervst Hallen BepXOBHOW XpULibl U koponessbl J13. [lymato, oHa He Ha LyTKY
paccepauTcs, Koraa y3HaeT o TBOEM CamOyMNpaBCTBe.

— 3amonuu, [lys! — 3akpuyan Kagx. — A — BEpXOBHbIN XpeL, 1 MyX KoporneBsbl J13. Moe cnoso —
3aKkoH B Onape. M Tbl coxpaHuLb NOCT XpeLa U camy XnsHb, ecnv byaellb NnoMankmeaTb.

— TBOe CcnoBo He 3aKkoH, — oTBeTun [ly3 cepanTo. — Ecnu Tbl BbI30BeLLb rHEB J13, BEpXOBHOW XpULbl,
unu bora OrHs, Tbl MOXelb BbITb Haka3aH Tak Xe, kKak 1 nobon apyron. Ecnn Tl coBepLInLLb 3TO
XepPTBOMPUHOLLEHME, Tbl MOXELLb paccepanTb Nx obounx.

— XBatuTt! — nepedun Kagx. — bor OrHga pasroBapusasn co MHOM 1 noTpebosar, 4Tobbl 1 NpUHEC B
XXEepTBY 3TOro OCKBEPHUTENSA Xpama.

OH cKnoHuUNcs Hag YenoBekoM-06e3bsiHONM U, MPUMEPUBASICb, KOCHYIICS OCTPUEM KUHXKana ero
rpyau, 3aTtem, NoAHsIB OpyXue, NMPUroToBMUICS HAHECTU CMepPTENbHbIN yaap NpsiMo B cepaue. B atot
MWI COMMHLE CKpbINOCh 3a 06nakoMm, 1 Ha HUx ynana TeHb. OKpyxuBLIMX Kagxa peLos oxBatuna
TpeBora.

— Cmotpu! — BocknukHyn [lys. — bor OrHsa cepagutca. OH cnpgatan ceoe nuuo ot nogen Onapa.

Kapx 3amep. OH 6pocun nonyBbI3biBaOLLMIA, MONYUCNyraHHbIA B3rNs4 Ha obnako, CKkpbiBLLee
conHue. 3aTeM MeArieHHO BCTarn Ha HOrU U, NOAHSAB PYKW KBEPXY K CKpbiBLuemMycsi bory Orhs,
HEMHOro nomoryar, kak 6bl BHUMaTENbHO K YeMy-TO NpUCHyLUIMBasiCb. 3aTeM pe3ko NOBEPHYIICS K
CBOMIM CMYyTHMKaM.

— XXpeupbl Onapa! — kpukHyn oH. — bor OrHa roBopun co cBOMM BepXOBHbIM XpeLoM Kagxem. OH He
cepautcs. OH xxenaeT NOroBOpUTbL CO MHOW JIMYHO M NMpuKa3sbiBaeT BaM yoannTbCa B 3apOCin, noka
Mbl Oyaem 6ecenoBaTb. [MoTom s Bac nososy. Ctynante!

BonbnHCTBO XpeLoB 6e3ponoTHO NOAYNHUIUCH NPUKa3y, Nub [y3 1 eLlle HECKOMbKO
3ajepxanucb, BUAMMO, He BMOSHe AoBepsist cnoBam Kampka.

— YbupanTecb! — noBTOPUN NpuKas BEPXOBHbIN XpeL,, U Tak curibHa 6bina npmBbIvKa K MOAYMHEHUIO,
4yTO KonebaBLUMeCs B KOHLE KOHLOB YLUMW BCRep 3a ocTanbHbIMU. XuTpas ynbibka ocseTuna nuuo
Kapyka, korga nocneaHum XpeL CKpbincsa n3 Buay, a 3ateM OH CHoBa 06epHyncs K
YyenoBeky-o6e3bsiHe. OgHaKO, BPOXAEHHbIN CTpax nepen 60XXeCcTBOM 3acTaBui ero NOAHSATb roNoBYy
1 BonpoLuatoLe B3rnsaHyTb Ha He6o. OH pelmn youtb Tap3aHa, noka [ly3 n octanbHble XpeLbl

Page 33/120



OTCYTCTBYIOT, HO CTpax caepxuBan ero. Kampk nogyman, 4to cnegyeT noaoXxaaTbe HeMHoro. MycTb
cBeT 60xecTBa BHOBb YNnaAeT Ha Hero, NnoaTBep)Kaas, YTo 3agyMaHHOe UM yrogHo Gory.

BonbLlwoe obnako 3aKpblJ10 COJTHUE, N Kagx HepBHU4Yarn, oxmaada ero nodBJieHUA.

LWectb pa3 nogHnmMan oH CBOW HOX, YTOObI HAHECTH CMepTeJ'IbeIﬁ vaap, 1 BCSAKNN pas cyesepHoe
YyBCTBO yaep>Xuparo €ero. |_|pOLUJ'IO NATb, A€CATb, NATHaAUaTb MUHYT, a COJIHLUE BCE eLlle
OCTaBasroCb 3aKpbITbIM. HakoHeu Kagx yBuaersn, 4to obnako BOT-BOT y|71,u,eT, N CKINOHWUIICA Haf
Tap3aHOM C HOXXOM B pyKax, roTOBbIN K TOMY MOMEHTY, KOorga ny4y coJjiHua B nocnegHnn pas
KOCHETCS eLLie XXNBOro YenoBeka-o6e3bsiHbl.

"Ma3a BepXOBHOrO XpeLua nonbixanu AbABOSIbCKMM OrHEM, elle MrHoBeHue, n bor OrHsa gact 3Hak
of00peHnsa rotToBsLweMycs xepTeonpuHoLweHnto. Kagpxk apoxan ot HeTepneHus. MNMoaHsaB HOX
NoBbILLE, OH HANpPSr MyCKyrbl, MPUrOTOBMBLUUCH BOH3UTb J1I€3BUE, KaK BOPYN TULLNHY [XKYHIMen
HapYyLUWI XXEHCKUN KPUIK.

— Kagx! — nocnblwanocbk 04HO NULLb CIIOBO, HO OHO NOPAa3nIIo BEPXOBHOIO XpeLa, Kak rpoM cpeamn
ACHOro Heba.

Bce ewie aepxa Hox B pyke, Kagxk o6epHyncsa Ha 3BYK 1 yBuAen y Kpas nonsHol purypy J1a,
BEPXOBHOW XpuLbl, a 3a Hen [ly3a 1 HECKONbKO MNaaLUnX XpeLoB.

— Y10 370 3HauuT, Kagx? — TpeboBaTensHO 1 cepauTo cnpocuna J1a, npubnuxasch K Hemy 4Yepes
NoJISHY.

BepXxoBHbIV XpeL, YyrproMo NOAHSCS.
— bor OrHst noTpe6oBan Xn3Hb 3TOr0 HeYeCTUBLA, — KPUKHYI OH.

— Tkl roBopuLb NOXb! — Bo3pasuna oHa. — bor OrHst roBopuT € Nt0AbMU TOMBKO YCTaMn BEPXOBHOM
Xpuubl. Tbl CTan CrMLWLKOM YacTo HapyLLaTb BOSTHO KOPOSEBbI.

HanomHio Tebe, Kagx, 4To BNacTb Haf XU3HbIO U CMEPTHLIO CBOMX NOAAAHHbIX, KOTOPOW HageneHa
KoposieBa, pacnpocTpaHseTcsa u Ha Tebs. Hawm nerenbl rmacar, YTo B Te4eHMe MHOMMX BEKOB
cywectBoBaHus Onapa Ha antapb bora OrHs 6bin BO3HECEH HE OAWMH BEPXOBHLIN XpeL! BnonHe
BEPOATHO, YTO €eLlle KOe-KTO, CNULLKOM CaMOYyBEPEHHbIN, MOXET nocrnegosaTh Mo UX NyTw...
Moatomy Mo Tebe coBeT: 0by3aan Twecnasune n Brnactontobne, YTobbl OHN He NnpuBenu Tebs K
rméenn.

Kamk cyHyn HOX B HOXKHbI U HEOXOTHO oToLues, 6pocue 3rnobHbIn B3rnsag Ha [y3a, KoToporo
3anofo3pust B cBoen Heyaade. bbino o4eBMaHO, YTO BHE3ANHOE NosIBIIEHNE KOPONEBLI Ha
HEKOTopoe BpeMsi BbIOMMNO ero U3 Korneu, Ho Te, KTo 3Han Kagka, He COMHEBANnuUCh, YTO OH HE
OTKaXkeTcs OT CBOEro HamepeHust youtb YyenoBeka-obe3bsaHy Npu NnepBou xxe BO3MOXHOCTU. Cpeaun
xutenen Onapa y Hero 66110 HeMano CTOPOHHUKOB, U BpAA Nu J13 Morna npoTUBOCTOATb TaKow
MOLLIHOM OMMNO3ULINN.

KoHdnunkt Hocun gonrui xapaktep. C camoro Havana J13 He ckpbiBana CBOEro oTBpalleHunst K
Kagxy n noa pasHbiMy npeafioramu oTknagbisana uepemMoHnto ceaab0obi.

Hapopa 6bin HeaoBONEeH TakuM HapyLleHneM APeBHUX 00bl4aeB, a KpOMe TOro, 3TO CIYXKMUIO SIBHbIM
AokasaTenbCTBOM ee CTpacTHOM, goxoasien oo 6espaccyacrea nobBum k YenoBeky-obesbsiHe. B
KOHLIe KOHLOB OHa BblHYXAeHa Obina gaTtb cornacue Ha bpak ¢ Kagxkem, Ho xeHnTbba He
paspeLunsia npoTUBOPEYUM.

Tex, Ybe NonoxeHue B ropoge 3aBuncerno ot ©narockfoHHOCTH KOpoJieBbl, OMEHb TPEBOXWJ1 BOIMPOC,
KaK OOoJ1ro npoaepXnTtcAa oHa Ha TpoOHe. Bce atn obcTosTensLcTBa, eCTECTBEHHO, y4quTbiBan 1 Kagx,
N HET HNYero CTpaHHOro B TOM, YTO OH BblHALLMBas KOBapHble 3amMbIChbl. Ero co3Hmuen ctana
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Xpuua no nmenun Oy, KoTopas MevTana 3aHaTb nonoxeHue J13. Ecnu 6bl yaanock ybpaTts J19, Kagx
cmor Obl caenatb Tak, 4Tobbl Oy cTana BepXOBHOM XpULEN, a OHa, B CBOK ovepenb, noobelana
eMy BbITU 3a HEro 3aMyX 1 nepefaTb B €ro pyku peasnbHyto Bnactb Hag Onapom. 3aroBopLUNKOB
cAepXunBan NULLb CyeBepPHbIN cTpax nepen 60XXecTBOM, HO AOCTATOYHO ObINO UCKPbI, YTOObI BOKPYT
KOpPOMeBbl BCMbIXHYNO nnamsa nameHsbl. [loka ee xun3Hb 6binia B 6€30nacHOCTU, U Y Hee XBaTUIo
BNacTu NpeaoTBpaTMTb KPOBaBYH pacnpasy Hag Tap3aHoMm, HO ee cyabba, ee cobcTBeHHasn cyabba
Tenepb BUCENA Ha BONIOCKE M BO MHOMOM 3aBucerna OT TOro, Kak oHa 6yaeT OTHOCUTBCS K NNEHHUKY.
JIn6o oHa nowaguT ero n o6Hapy>XMT CBOM YyBCTBA, NMMOO HE NoAAaCT BMAA, YTO COXPAHAET K HEMY
BENMKyt0 NBOBb, B KOTOPOW OHa HMKOr4a OTKPbITO HE NMpu3HaBanach, U obpedeT ero Ha rméens.

Kagx n ero NPUCMNELUHUKN TENEPb O4EHb BHUMATESBHO Creansv 3a HEN. OHa nogowna K TapsaHy
N, NOCMOTPEB Ha HEro0 HECKOJIbKO CEKYHA, cnpocuna:

— OH mepTB?

— OH 6bIn xuB, korga Kagx otocnan Hac otcioga, — otsetun [lys. — Ecnu oH mepTB, 3HauunT, Kagpx
ybun ero BO BpeMsi HaLlero OTCyTCTBUSA.

— A ero He ybuBan, — oTo3Barcsa Kagpk. — 3To npaBo s nepeato Haluen koponese. Tbl JOMMKHA
COBEPLUNTb aKT XepTBonpuHoLleHus, J13. nas bora OrHs cmMoTpuT Ha Tebsi, BepXoBHast Xpuua
Onapa. Hox y TBoero 6egpa, xxeptea nepeq todbon. [encrayin!

13 He obpaTnna BHMMaHKSA Ha cnoBa Myxa. OHa noBepHynack k [lysy u ckasana:
— Ecnu oH eLwe XuB, coopyanTe HOCUIKU M OTHECUTE €ro B ropof.

Tak Tap3aH cHoBa npubbin B gpeBHu Onap. [Jencrteme HapKoTUYEeCKOro 3enbs, kKoTtopoe Kpacku
BSIMN B KOpe, He NPOXoANSIO B TEYEHNE MHOIMX YacoB. bbina Houb, Korga Tap3aH OTKpbIS rnasa, Ha
MrHOBEHME OH BbIN COUT C TONKY TEMHOTON U MONYaHNEM, OKPY>KMBLUMM ero. CHayana OH NoHAN
NULWLb TO, YTO NEXUT Ha 3BEPUHbLIX LLKYpax U YTO OH HEBpeanM, nbo He vyBcTBoBasn 6onu.
MeaneHHO CKBO3b TYMaH HapKOTUYECKOrO OMNbAHEHUS B €r0 CO3HaHMM BOCCTaHaBnmMBanacbh KapTuHa
npeaLecTBYOLWNX COObITMIA. BHE3ANHO OH NOHSS, KAKy0 KOBApPHYHO LUYTKY C HAM CbIrpanu, HO He
MOr NpeAcTaBuTb, Kak 4ONro Haxoauncs oH 6e3 co3HaHus u rae Tenepb npebbiBaeT. OCTOPOXKHO
BCTaB Ha Horu, Tap3aH He NoYyBCTBOBAIl HUYErO, KPOME SIErKoro rofIOBOKPYXXEHUS. BbITAHYB pyKu
nepen cobor OH Haollynb ABUHYNCA Bnepen. Bckope ero nanbLbl HATKHYIIMCb HA KAMEHHYIO CTEHY,
N, Nponas BOONb Hee, Tap3aH NOHAS, YTO HAaXoauTCH B HEGONbLLOW KOMHATE C ABYMS BbIXO4aMM,
pacnonoXeHHbIMW apyr Nnpotne gpyra. OH MOr NoNb30BaTbCA TONLKO OCSA3aHMEM U OOOHAHNEM, U
OHW noAcKasanu YenoBeky-obe3bsiHe, YTO OH HaxoauTcsa B noasemense. 1o mepe Toro, Kak
AencTBMe HapKoTMKa npoxoauno, K TapsaHy Bo3Bpallanacb OCTpOTa OLLYLLIEHUN, U BCKOPE OH
MOYyBCTBOBAJ1, YTO 3anaxu, OKpyxaBLume ero, 6binym 3HaKOMbIMMU.

Bapyr cBepxy CKBO3b KAMEHHYH0 KNafaKy [0 ero cryxa JOHecCsl OTrONOCOK XYTKOro KpukKa,
MPUIMYLWEeHHOro N HEOTYETNMBOIO, HO 4OCTATOMHOrO, YTOObLI B CO3HaHMM Tap3aHa BCMbIXHYM NOTOK
BOCMOMMHaHWI 1 accoumaLmii, a 3HakoMblli 3anax NoAckasarn, YTo OH HaxoauTcs B TeMHuue Onapa.

Hag Hum B cBOel komHaTe B xpame J13, BepxoBHas xpuua, metanacb 6e3 cHa.

OHa cnmwKkoM XOopoLLOo 3Hana xapaktep CBOMX NoadaHHbIX 1 BeponomMcTteo Kamxka. En 6bin
N3BECTEH PENUIMO3HbIN ddaHaTM3M, 3acTaBNABLUMIA 3BEPONOA0OHbIX 1 HEBEXECTBEHHbIX XUTenemn
Onapa coBeplaTb Heob4yMaHHbIE MOCTYMKKU, U OHa AoragbiBanachk, YTo Kagx cbirpaeT Ha 3TOM,
€CNN OHa M Ha Celn pa3 He COBEPLUNT pUTyan XXepTBONPUHOLLEHUS YyernoBeka-ob6e3bsaHbl bory Orus.
[MonbITKKM HAaWTK BbIXOA U3 CO34aBLUErOCs NOMOXEeHUs U ObINn NPUYNHON 6GeCCoHHMLbI, N60 B
rnybuHe cepgua oHa He xoTena nuuaTb Xu3Hu Tap3aHa 13 nnemeHn o6esbsiH. BepxoBHas xpuua
XecTokoro 6oxectBa XoTa 1 Bbifia KOPONEBOW NIIEMEHN NOMYNIOAEN-MONYXUBOTHBIX, BCE Xe
ocTaBanach XeHLUMHOWN, oTAaBLlen cBO NboBbL 6ecnogobHoMy YyenoBeky-06e3bsiHe, KOTOPbIN
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BOJE0 cyabObl BHOBb OKa3arics B ee Bractu. [1o 3Toro Asaxabl OH nsberan ee XepTBEHHOro
KMHXXana, HO BCSAKNn pa3 noboBb nobexgana cmepTb.

HblHelwHAs e cuTyaumnsa kasanach J1a Hepaspelummon. ToT akT, YTO OHa ABNAnach 3aKOHHOM
XeHon Kagka, nuwan ee BCAKOM Hagexabl BbINTU KOraa-HMbyab 3aMy 3a Tap3aHa. TeM He MeHee
OHa peLumna Bo 4YTo Obl TO HM CcTano cnacTn Tap3aHa, ecnv NOSABUTCA XOTb Marnenwas
BO3MOXHOCTb. [1BaXkabl OH crnacarn Xu3Hb e caMmon. NepBbiv pa3s 3almnTusl ee OT cymacluealero
Xpeua, BTopon — oT obedymesLuero TaHTtopa. Toraa oHa fana CrioBo, YTO eCrniv YenoBek-obe3bsiHa
Korga-nubo BepHeTtcsa B Onap, OH Bcerga HangeT pagyLlHbli NpueM, HO BpeMeHa U3MEHUIUCD, U
BNUsiHMe Kagka BO3pOCSo, M OHa 3Hana, 4To Heuctpebumas HeHaBUCTb K Tap3aHy rnyboko
yKOpeHunach B ero cepgue. Hegobpble npeasHaMmeHOBaHWS BUAENA OHa B KOCbIX 3MbIX B3rnggax,
KoTopble Bpocanu Ha Hee. PaHbLUEe UK NO3XKe OHWM OCMENATCS OCYyAUTb €€ N BbInayT U3
nogyYnHeHus. Hy)kHO BbI1510 NOMTM Ha HEBOMbLUYIO YCTYNKY, U TENEPb BCE Xaanu, Kak noBeaeT oHa
cebsa ¢ TapsaHoM. BbIno yXxe ganeko 3a NosiHOYb, Korga K Hel BoLusia O4Ha 13 XpuL, OXpaHsBLUNX
BXOA B €€ CnarbHIo.

— C Bamu xo4eT noroBoputhb [ly3, — LWenHyna cryxaHka.

— YXe no3gHo, — otBeTuna J13, — n My>kdMHaMm 3anpeLleHo BXOAUTb B 3Ty YacTb Xxpama. Kak oH
nonan ctoga v 3a4em?

— OH ckasan, 4to npuLen, 4Tobbl NoOMoYb J13, KOTopon yrpoxaeT 6onbLlas onacHOCTb, — OTBETUNA
Xpuua.

— Torga nycTb BoMAeT, — cornacunacs J13, — Ho 3anomHu, ecnu Tebe gopora TBOs XWU3Hb, Tbl
AOJDKHA MonyaTb.

-4 6y,El,y MOJi4aTb, KakK KaMHU anTtap4d, — 0oTo3BasiaCb AeBYyLUKa 1 BblllIia N3 KOMHaTHhI.

CnycTta MMHYTY OHa BepHynachb B conpoBoXaeHumn [ly3a, KOTOpbIN OCTAaHOBUSCS B HECKOSbKUX
doyTax nepes BepXOBHOW XpULen, NpMBETCTBYA ee. J1a caenana cnyXxaHke 3Hak yaanutbcs u
BOMPOCUTENBHO NOBEPHYNACh K MY>XXYUHE.

— [oBopw, [lys, — npukasana oHa.

— MbI Bce 3Haem o nto6BK J13 kK HeM3BECTHOMY YernoBeKy-06e3bsiHe, — Hayan OH, — HO He MHe,
MPOCTOMY XpeLy, 3HaTb MbICIIN BEPXOBHOM XpuLbl. Moe Aeno — YecTHo crnyxuTb Tebe 1 caenatb
BCe, YTOObI NpeaynpeanTb O 3aroBope, KOTOPbIV NNeTeTcs BOKpYr Teos.

— Y10 Tbl UMEeLWwb B BUAY, [ly3? KTo roToBUT 3aroBop NpoTUB MEHA?

— B paHHoe Bpems Kagx, Oy 1 elle HeCKOmnbKO XXpPeLoB 1 Xpul paspabaTbiBatoT niaH TBOen
rmbenun. OHM NnoBClOA4Y paccTaBUN CBOUX LUMNOHOB, YTOObI CreauTb 3a KaXXabiM TBOMM LLAroM.
3Has, 4To Thbl XXenaewb ocBoboanTb Tap3aHa, OHM NoAOoLWIIOT K Tebe YenoBeka, KOTopbI
BbI30BETCS NMOMOYb OpraHn3oBaTb ero noder. Ecnu Tbl cornacubCs, WNWUOHbI TYT e coobwaT
BCEM O TBOEM HamepeHuun. Ecnv xe Tap3saH Bce-Taku BblbepeTcs U3 TEMHULbI, Ha Tpore, BeayLlen
n3 ropoga, Kagx n Oy pacctaBunum CBOUX ftogen, KoTopble HanaayT Ha YernoBeka-ob6e3bsHy 1
ybbI0T ero npexae, Yem bor OrHa gBaxabl CKpoeTcs B 3anagHom necy. EcTb Tonbko ogmH cnocob
cnacTu cebsi, Mos rocnoxa.

— Kakon? — cnpocuna J1a.

— Tbl gomkHa cobCTBEHHOPYYHO NPUHECTU YenoBeka-ob6e3bsiHy B xepTBy bory OrHsi Ha anTape
Hallero xpama.
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VIIL. NYTb B HEM3BECTHOCTb

Ha cnepytoulee yTpo, koraa s no3aeTpakana u otnpasuna [lysa c egovi ans Tap3aaHa, K Heli Ha
npuem Hanpocunacb monoaas xpvua, cectpa Oy. Mpexae Yem aesyluUKka 3arosopuna, J1a
Joraganach, YTo OHa siBnseTcs areHTom Kagyka, 1 BeporoMHbIi NnaH, 0 KOTOPoOM ee
npeaynpeavnu, Havan aencTeoBath. [leByllka YyBCcTBOBana cebs ABHO HEMOBKO M Bbirnaaena
UcnyraHHow, Tak kak nobavsanacb KOpPoneBy 1 3Hana, 4YTo B ee BracTv B Nioboi MOMEHT npeaatb
ee CMepTu.

J13 3a HOYb cyMerna npuaymMaTb KOHTpMaH, KOTOpbIi, MO ee pacyeTam, AOMKeH Bbin owenoMnTb
Kagxa n ero coobuHmnkoB. OHa Monya »xgana, koraa AeByLlka 3aroBOpUT O rMaBHOM, HO Ta JoNnroe
BpeMsi He Morfa Ha 3TO pelwnTbcs M 6onTana o pasHbix NycTsikax. BepxoBHas »xpuua 3abaensnacs,
rMsAs Ha ee CMSTeHne.

— He Tak yx yacto, — ckasana J13, — cectpa Oy npmuxoguT BO ABOpPEL, CBOEN KoponeBbl 6e3
npurnawenus. A paga BuaeTb, YTO OHa HAaKOHeLU-TO OcOo3Hana ycnyry, KotTopon o6s3aHa BEpXOBHOM
Xpuue NnameHetowero 6ora.

— A npuwna ckasaTb Tebe, — Ha4ana AeByLUKa, HAbpPaBLUMCbL MY)XXECTBa M MPOU3HOCS 3aydeHHble
dpasbl, — YTO 51 HEYASIHHO YCrblllana pasroBop, COAEPXKaHNE KOTOPOro MOXET NpeaCcTaBNATb ANs
Tebs nHTepec, n, 1 yBepeHa, obpagyet Tebs.

— [a? — yausunacs J19, nogHas cBoun gyroobpasHbie 6poBw.

— £ HevasiHHO ycnblwana, kak Kagpk 6ecegoBan co cBOMMM MNagLWNMMM XXpeLamn, 1 OTY4eTNIMBO
cnbllwana, 4YTo OH ckasarn, 6yato 6bin1 6bl pag, ecnu 6kl YenoBek-ob6e3bsaHa coBepLunn nober,
MOCKOJbKY 3TO BbIBENO Obl TebA 1 camoro Kagxa 13 3aTpygHUTENbLHOro nonoxexus. A nogymana,
yTo J19, kOponesa Onapa, 6bina obl cyacTnmea y3HaTb 06 3TOM, MO0 BCEM U3BECTHO, YTO OHa
obelana gpyx0y YenoBeky-o6e3bsHEe N HE XenaeT NPUHOCUTL ero B XepTay [MnameHetowemy
oory.

— 41 BnonHe cosHato cBoW Jonr, — npondHecna J1a HagMeHHbIM TOHOM, — U Sl HE HY>KAalCb B TOM,
4yTo6bl KagX unm KTo-Hmbyab 13 XXPEeLOB Uv CNYXaHOK HarnoMuHan MHe O HeM. S 3Hato npaBa
BEPXOBHOM XpULbl, U OAHO N3 HUX — MPaBO MPUHOCUTL XKePTBbI. VIMEHHO NO3TOMY S HE No3Bonuna
Kagxy coBepumnTb 3TOT 06psag. Hnuba pyka, KpoMe MOewn, He MOXeT OTAaTb KPOBb XXEPTBbI
lNMnameHetowemy 6ory, n nocrnesasTpa YenoBek-obe3bsHa YMpET No4 MOMM HOXOM Ha anTtape
Hawero xpama!

O deKT aTUX CNoB, NPON3BEAEHHbIN HA AEBYLUKY, ObIST MIMEHHO TakuUM, Ha Kakon paccuuTbiBana J1a.
Ha nuue coobwHnupbl Kagxka npoMenbkHYO pasodapoBaHue U oropyeHne, oHa Jaxe He Haluna,
YTO OTBETUTb, MO0 B J@HHOW el UHCTPYKLMM He npeasuaenock Takoe nosegeHue J1a. OHa eaBa
cymerna npuaymaTtb Kakyro-To criabyto OTroBOpKy, YTOBbl NOGbLICTpee NOKMHYTh ABopel,. J13
npoBoguna ee c ynoibkon. OHa He cobupanack yomeaTb Tap3aHa, Ho 06 aToM cecTpa Oy, KOHEYHO,
He 3Hana 1 No03TOMY, BEPHYBLUUCH, NPUHANAck nepeckasbiBaTb KagKy BeCb pa3roBop, ctapaTenbHO
BOCMNpPOM3BOAS BCe NogpobHoCTU. BepxoBHbIN xpel, Obin rnyboko pasgocagosaH, nbo ero nnaH
pywmncs Ha rnasax. [pucytcteoBasLias npu 6eceae Oy, 3akycuna ryby oT pasodapoBaHus.
Hukoraa ewle oHa He Obina Tak 65IM3K0 OT BOXAENEHHOW LeNnn CTaTb BEPXOBHOM Xpuuen. B
Te4YeHne HECKOMbKNUX MUHYT OHa pacxaxuBarna B3af-Bnepes B rnybokon 3agyMymMBoCTH, a 3aTeM
BHE3amnHo octaHoBunacb nepeq Kagpxem.

— J13 nobuT 3TOrO YenoBeka, — ckasana oHa. — [laxke ecnu oHa peLLMTCsl NPUHECTU ero B XepTByY,
370 BygeT NpoanKToBaHO NuLb cTpaxoM nepep xutensmmn Onapa. OHa Bce elle nobut ero, Kagx,
Kak Hu obuaHo Tebe aTo cnblwaTb. Tap3aH 3HaeT 06 9TOM 1 JOBEPSIET €1, a pa3s Tak, eCcTb Crnocoo...
Mocnywan, Kagpk, Mbl nogownemM Koro-Hmbyab K 4ernoBeky-o6e3bsiHe, 1 OH CKaXkeT, YTo npuien ot
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I3, koTOpas npukasana ocBoboaNTb €ro N NoOMoYb 6exaTtb. OTOT HEKTO NpuBeaeT Tap3aHa NpsMo K
Hallen 3acage, a korga oH 6yaet youT, mbl 06BMHMM J13 B BeponomcTBe. Hall yenoBek ckaxeT
BCceM, 4To J13 npukasana BbiBECTU Tap3aHa u3 ropoaa, 1 3To BbI30BET MacCOBOE HEAOBOSLCTBO.
BoT Toraa Tbl M noTpebyellb Xn3Hb J13 BO MM UCKynneHust rpexa. Takum obpas3om Mbl Nerko
n3daBmMmMcs OT HUX 0OouX.

— OTtnunyHas mbicnb! — BocknukHyn Kagx. — Hago 6yaeTt npoBepHyTb BCe 3TO 3aBTpa Ha paccBeTe,
n, npexae vyem lNnameHerowmi 60r cnycTUTCS B CBOK ONOYMUBASIbHIO, OH YCNeeT B3rNsHYTb Ha
HOBYIO BEPXOBHYHO Xpuuy Onapa.

Houbto Tap3aH 6bin pa3byeH CTyKOM B OAHY M3 ABeper TeMHuupbl. OH ycrbiwarn, kak oToABUratoT
3acoB, 3aTeM ABepb, YyTb CKPUMHYB, MeANEHHO NPUOTKpbINack. B TeMHOTe OH He Mor pa3rnageTb
npuwieaLwero, 0 ero cnyxa AOHOCUIUCH NULLBL OCTOPOXKHbIE Larn, obyTbiX B caHAanMm Hor, MOTOM
B TEMHOTE MPO3BYy4arno ero Umsi.

"onoc 6bIn >XeHCKNNA.
— # 3a0ecb, — oTo3Bancs oH. — KTo Tbl, 1 4YTO Tebe Hy)XKHO OT Tap3aHa 13 nrnemeHn obesbsaH?
— TBOSA XN3Hb B ONACHOCTU, — OTBETWUI ronoc. — an cnegom 3a MHOW.

— K10 nocnan te6a? — cnpocun yenoBek-06e3bsHa; ero 4YyBCTBUTEIIbHOE 00OOHsAHME NbiTanocb
onpepnenntb, KeEM Obln HOYHOW rOCTb, HO BO34yX ObIN Tak HacblLWEH apomMaTtom GnaroBoHMA,
KOTOPbIMU GbIno yMalleHO TeNo XeHLWHWHbI, 4TO HEBO3MOXXHO GbIno pasragatb, NPpUHaONeXxXuT Jin
OHa K COCInoBUIO XpuL, U K KaKOMy Apyromy.

— MeHga nocnana J13, — oTBeTUNa He3HaKoMKa, — YTobbl BbIBECTUN TEDSA M3 TEMHULbLI HA cBO6OAY BO
BHELUHWI MUP 3a ropoaCKMMU CTEHAMM.

Ouwynblo B TEMHOTE OHA HaKOHeL, Hallna ero.

— BoT TBOE OpyxMe, — cka3ana oHa, nepefaBasi eMy HOX, a 3aTeM, MOBEPHYBLUMCH, B3sina ero 3a
PYKY 1 noBena Yepes AnVHHbLIN U3BUMNUCTbIN TeMHbIN kopuaop. OHM cryckanuch no CTyneHbkam,
NpoOXoaunn CKBO3b MHOFOYMUCIIEHHbIE ABEPU, KOTOPbIE CKPUMNENN Ha pXKaBblX NETASAX, U BCKOpe
Tap3saH yxe He Mor coobpa3snTb, B KAKOM HanpaBfeHN OHU ABWXYTCS U Kak Aaneko ycnenm
NPoOnNTK.

Korga [lys npuHec emy eny, Tap3aH NOHAN U3 OTPLIBUCTLIX (opas xpeua, YTo J19 pacnonoxeHa K
HeMy pY>KeCKM 1 4YTO OHa cnacna ero ot Kagxka, korga ToT obHapy»Kun ero B narepe esponenues,
OMOMBLLNX €ro 3eribemM 1 BpocMBLUNX HA NPom3Bon cyabbbl. Mo3TOMY, KOrga He3HakoMKa ckasana,
4yTO OHa oT J13, Tap3aH cpasy gosepusica en. HeEBONIbHO OH BCMOMHUI NpeaocTepexeHne [KenH,
OTroBapvBaBLLEN ero oT TpeTbero nytewecTsms B Onap, n XOTS OH He Npeanonaran BXoanTb B caMm
ropog, Ho, BUanmo, Hag Onapom BUTan HEKNN OEMOH, YIPOXaBLUNA XU3HWN KXA0ro, KTO
ocMenueancsa NpubnnManTbCA K 3anpeTHOMY ropoay MW NOKYCUTLCA Ha CNpATaHHbIe B 3a0bITbIX
nogsariax CoKpoBULLa.

B TeueHne Yaca NpoBoAHMLA BENa ero Yepes MpadHyto TEMHOTY NOA3EMHbIX NEPEXOAO0B, NOKa,
HaKoHeLl,, OHM He OKasanucb cpeam rycTbiX KyCTOB, CKBO3b NIMCTBY KOTOPbIX efe npobusarncs
NYyHHbIN cBeT. CBEXUIN BO3OYX CBUAETENBCTBOBAN O TOM, YTO NOA3EMENIbE KOHYMIMOCH U YTO OHM
[OCTUIMY NOBEPXHOCTU. Tenepb XeHLLMHa, KoTopasi He MPOPOHMIA HU CMoBa C TeX Nop, KakK BbiBena
€ro 13 TeMHULbI, TaKkKe Mofya Lina no U3BUINCTON TPOMNUHKe, NeTNsBLLEN No ryctomy necy. Mo
pacronoXeHWo 38e34 U NyHbl, a Takke No TOMy, YTO TPONUHKa Bena BBEPX, Tap3aH NOHSM, YTO OHK
nayT B ropbl, BUOHEBLUMECS Aaneko 3a ropodom. B aTux kpasix TapsaH Hukorga He ObiBan, Aa u
MECTHOCTb OblNna Takow HenpuBnekaTenbHOW, YTO OH BpsiA Ny 3axoTen Obl 34eCb NOOXOTUTLCS.
OpQHako OH yAMBUICS XapakTepy pacTUTENbHOCTU, MO0 u3aaneka kasanoch, YTo ropbl ronble, 3a
NCKIMIOYEHNEM HU3KOPOCTIbIX AEPEBLEB U TOLLUMX KYCTUKOB. HO YeM Bblile OHM NOAHUMANUCh, TEM
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rylie cTaHOBWIICS Nlec, MO KOTOPOMY OHM Wnn. Koraa BoirnsiHyna nyHa, Tap3aH NOHsM, YTO Co
CTOPOHbI ropofa AepeBbs He ObiNv BUAHbI M3-3a HAarPOMOXAEHUS CKanbHbIX Nopoa,.

YKeHuwmHa no-npexHemy Monyvana, un TapaaH, 6y,£l,y‘-ll/l CaM 4eJyi1OBEKOM Hepa3roBop4ymBbIM, CHUTAI
ee noeegeHne HopmMaribHbIM. Ecnu Gbl Y Hero 6bIN10, YTO CcKasaTb, OH cka3arn Obl, 1 no3ToOMYy
cnpasenyiMBo nonarari, 4Tto 'y Hee HeT NpuYnHbl And pa3rosopa, Beib TeéM, KTO MAaeT Aaneko n
6bICTpO, HEe XBaTaeT AblXaHuda Ond I'IyCTOIZ OONTOBHMWN.

3Be3bl Ha BOCTOKE Moracnu npu nepebix Npu3Hakax paccBeTa, a bernewbl ycneny nogHATLCA No
KPYTOMY CKIOHY U BbIATM HA CPABHUTENbHO POBHYH MECTHOCTb.

Korga oHn nogHanuck n3 ywenbs, He6o npoceeTneno, u Tap3aH yBuaen nepea cobomn rycryro
poLLYy, a CKBO3b AEPEBbS MUISIX B ABYX-TPEX BUOHENOCb HEMOHATHOE CTPOEHME, BriecTeBLLeEe n
CBEpPKaBLUEE Ha COSHLE, KOTOPOE yXXe NOAHNMAnoch Hag ropnsoHToM. Yenosek-o6e3bsiHa
NOBEPHYIICS K CBOEW CNyTHULE W, B3MMSAHYB Ha Hee, oueneHen oT yameneHud. Nepen HUM cTosina
J13 — BepxoBHag xpuua Onapa.

— BbI? — BOCKNMKHYN OH. — Tenepb Kagx 4eACTBUTESNBHO NOMYyYUT NOBOA, KOTOPbLIN UCKan, YTobbl
n3daBuTbCA OT Bac.

— OH He nony4nT Takoro noeoaa, — oteetuna J19, — a4 6onble HUKorga He BepHych B Onap.

— Hukorga He BepHeTecb B Onap? — BOCKMMKHYI OH. — HO KyZa e Mbl aeMm, 1 4YTo Bbl cObmpaeTech
jenatb ganblie?

— A nongy c Tobon, — oTBeTUNA OHa. — A He Tpebyto TBoern nwbaun. A npoly Teba NuLLb BbIBECTU
MeHs 13 Onapa noganbslue OT MOMX Bparos, cobuparoLmxca MeHs youTb. [lpyroro Beibopa He
6b1n10. MaHy-o06e3bsHa nogcnywana nx pasrosop, NpuLlna Ko MHe 1 pacckasana o6o BceM, Y4TO OHU
3ambiwnanu. Cnacna 6kl 8 Teds nnn npuHecna 6bl Tebs B XXepTBY — Mos cyabba bbina
npegonpeaeneHa. Oy xo4eT cTaTb BEPXOBHOM Xpuuen, a Kagpx — npasutenem Onapa. Ho s He
npuHecna 6kl Tebs B XXepTBY, Tap3aH, HU NP Kaknx o6CToAaTenbCcTBax, NO3TOMY y Hac 06omnx
ocTaBarsicsl TONbKO OAMNH Bbixoa — 6exaTb BMecTe. Mbl He MOrnv UATU HY Ha CeBep, HU Ha 3anaj
Yyepes AO0NNHY, NoTomy 4To Kagx yctpoun Tam 3acagy, U XOTs Tbl Xpabpbln BOVH, OHM ofonenu 6ol
Tebs CBOUM YMCMEHHBIM NMPEBOCXOACTBOM.

— Ho kypa Bbl MeHst BegeTe!? — cnpocun Tap3aH.

— # BbiOpana MeHbLlee 13 ABYX 30/ — UATU Yepes3 HE3HAKOMYH MECTHOCTb, KOTopasi, CorfacHo
HalWnMm fnerengam, HaceneHa cTpallHbIMW Yy4OBULWAMW U CTPALLHBIMK ftoabMKU. Ho B Mu1pe ecTb
4YernoBeK, CMOCOOHbIN NPONTU NO HEWN, — 3TO Thl, Tap3aH.

— Ho ecnu Bbl HU4Yero He 3HaeTe 06 3ToW TEPPUTOPUN 1 ee obuTaTensix, 0TKyaa Bbl 3HaeTe J4opory
ctoga? — novHTepecoBarcs Tap3aH.

— Ham XOpoLwo n3BecCTtHa Tporna K BepLinHe, — oTBeTusa J13, — HO ganbLle HUKTO He xoaun. Benukne
06€e3bsHbI U NbBbI NoJib3YKTCA €10, Korga CryckaroTCA B Onap.

NbBbI, KOHEYHO, HE MOTYT pacckasaTtb, Kyaa oHa BeAeT, Aa U Benukue 06e3bsiHbl Toxke. C HUMU Mbl
HaxoaMmMcst B COCTOSIHUM BOMHbI. 1o aTol Tpone oHu npuxoasT B Onap, YToObl NoxuwaTh HaLLnX
Noaen, Ho 34ecb U Mbl MOACTEPEraem ux, YTobbl MOTOM NPUHECTU B xxepTBy MNnameHetoLlemy Gory.
MpaBaa, B nocnegHee BPEMS OHU CTann O4eHb OCTOPOXHbI, @ HaM [0 CUX MOpP HEMOHATHO, 3a4eM
OHM MOXULLIAIOT HaLUUX Noaen.

EQaTt oHM nx, 4to nnM? OTO OYeHb cunbHas paca, ctosdulas Boiwe, YeM bonranu-ropunnel, n 6onee
pasymMHas. B Hawmx xxunax TeyeT KpoBb BENUNKMX 06€3bsH, HO 1 B UX XUNax Te4yeT Yenosedeckas
KPOBb.
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— Ho nouyemy BbI Bbibpanu aToT nyTh, J13? Pa3se He 6bino gpyroro?
— HeT, — oTBeTMNa Xpuua, — gopora Yyepes JONVHY oxpaHaeTca niogbmu Kagxa.

OTOT NyTb — HaLWla eANHCTBEHHas BO3MOXHOCTb A4 cnaceHund. A nposena Tebs no Tpone, kKotopas
nepecekaeT KpyTble ckasbl, 3awmuatrowme Onap c tora. 1o Her Mbl JOMKHbI NONbITATbCHA HANTH
A0opory Yyepes ropbl 1 CNYCTUTLCA BHU3.

Yenosek-00e3bsiHa 3aaymMunBo cMOTpen Brepen. byab OH oauH, OH HUKorga Gbl He noLen 3TuM
nytem. Tap3aH 6bin1 yBEpeEH B cebe 1 He COMHeBarncs, YTo cmor 6bl nepeceydb gonvHy Onapa,
HeCMOTpsi Ha koBapHble nNpouckn Kagxa. Tenepb eMy NpMxoamnock gymatb o J13, n OH noHuman,
4yTO ee GnaropoAHbIV MOCTYMOK HaKNnaabIBaeT Ha HEro onpeaeneHHbIe MoparbHble 0683aTenbLCTBAa,
KOTOpbIMU HENb3sA NpeHebperaThb.

NoTtn no Tpone, gepxXacb Kak MOXXHO Aarbllue OT 3arago4Horo CTpoeHund, Ka3asioCcb CaMbiM
pa3yMHbIM pelleHnemMm, NoCKOJbKy 114 HUX Ba>XHEE BCEro ObINo HanUTn Aopory 4epes ropbl 1
nepeceyb HErocternpMmMMHyr0 MeCTHOCTb, HO MEJIbKOM YBUOAEHHOE COOpPYXKXEeHUe, CKpbITOE FyCTOIZ
NNCTBOWN, 3036yp,mno ero nbonbITCTBO 4O TAKOW CTENEHU, YTO OH novyyscrteoBallt HeogoJfinMmoe
»XenaHue nogouTum K HEMY nobnumxe.

CTpoeHune bbino SBHO BO3ABUrHYTO pykamu niogen. MoxeT ObiTb, APEBHUMW aTnaHTamMu, a MOXET,
nepBbIMy noceneHuamu Onapa? Mo cBoMM pa3mepam 1 BENUKOENUIO 34aHne HarnoMnHano

[IBOpeEL.

Yenosek-0b6e3bsaHa He 3Han cTpaxa, XoTa n obnagan BpOXXAEHHOW OCTOPOXHOCTBIO, KOTOPYHO
yHacnegoBarsn OT OMKUX XXMBOTHbIX. OH He Bosncs HUKOro N3 obutatenen QXKyHrnemn, Tak Kak B
cxBaTKe oauH Ha oAuH, Gnarogapsi CBOEN XMTPOCTU U OTBare, BCeraa MOr paccymThiBaTb Ha
nobeny, HO cyllecTBa, O KOTOPbIX pacckasana J1a, cyasa no Bcemy, obnaganu sadyatkamu pasyma, u,
cnefosatenbHO, MOrnv 06beanHUTL CBOU yeunusa B 6opbbe npoTre Tap3aHa. A aTo genarno
nobeny Becbma npobrnemaTtnyHon. XoTs, KTO 3HaeT, MOXET OblTb, nereHabl CUNbHO
npeyBenuuMBanm Ux MHTeNNeKkTyanbHble cnocobHocTn. BnonHe BeposaTHO, YTO TwaTenbHoe
N3y4yeHne 3arafiloMHOro CTPOEHNsA OBGHAPYXKUT, YTO 3TO BCErO NLLIL NOKMHYTbIE PYMHbI, @ CaMbIMn
CTpaLUHbIMWN NPOTMBHUKAMM, C KOTOPbIMU NPUOETCSA CTONKHYTbLCA Tap3aHy, OyayT NbBbl U BENUKME
06e3bsiHbl. VX Tap3aH He 6osancs, 6onee Toro, OH Hagesnca yCTaHOBUTb C HUMU OpYXKeckue
OoTHoLLeHus. [NoBenuTenb MXyHINen cnpaBeasMBoO nonaran, Yto 6e3 Tpyaa CMOXeT
OPUEHTUPOBATLCS B NECy M peLwuunn BbibpaTb NyTb NOKOpPOYe 1 NoObICTPeE.

— Mowwnu, — cka3an oH J13 1 Hayan cnyckaTbCs MO CKIOHY B CTOPOHY reca v ene BUAMMOro
CTPOEHUS.

— MbI congem ¢ Tponbl 1 ABUHEMCS Yepes nec? — naymunacs J1a.

— Moyemy Obl 1 HET? — HEBO3MYTUMO OTO3Barscs Tap3aH. — HackonbKo st MOry CyanTb, 3TO CaMbIn
KOPOTKUM NYTb.

— Ho MHe cTpallHo, — ckasana oHa. — {1 Bcero nuilb XeHLyHa. ..

— Yenosek ymMupaeT ToNbko pas, — oTBeTUn TapaaH. — M paHo nnun no3aHo yMepeTb BCe paBHO
npuaetcs. MocTosHHbIN CTpax neped cMepTbio caenan Obl Hally XXM3Hb HecyacTHON. Mbl nonaem
KpaTyalwmnm nyTem 1, BO3MOXHO, YBUOUM Takoe, paau Yero CTOMUMO PUCKHYTb.

HekoTopoe paccTosiHve oHM eLe LW no Tpone. o mepe NpubnmxeHns K necy orpoMHbIX
[AEPEBLEB CTAHOBMITOCH BCe BOnbLUe, M HAKOHEL, OHW BCTYMWUIM B HACTOSALLME SKYHIN. XOTS
YyenoBek-06e3bsiHa LWen pasmMallnCTbIM Larom, OH NOCTOSIHHO BbIN HAaYeKy U 3amevarn Bce, YTO
npoucxoamno y Hero 3a cnvHo. Crieabl Ha Tpone roBOpUNn eMy o 3Bepsix, KoTopble TyT
npoxoaunu. Heckonbko pa3 Tap3aH octaHaenueancs u npucnywmsancs. OH YacTo nogHMman
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ronoBy, NPUHIOXMBASACb YyBCTBUTENbHLIMW HO3APSIMU U CTapasiCb YNIOBUTb OKpY>KatloLLme 3anaxu.

— CpaeTtcs MHe, 4YTO B NOLUHE noau, — BAPYr ckasan oH. — W, no-moemy, 3a Hamu cnegdar. Cyasa no
BCEMY, 3TO BECbMa YMHOE CYLLLECTBO, MOCKOSbKY 1 MOry yrIOBUTb NWLLb criabbin 3anax ero
NPUCYTCTBUS.

Na ¢ TpeBoroi ocmoTpenack BOKPYr U NpuABUHYNach k Tap3aHy.
— £ HMKOrO He BUMXKY, — LLenHyna oHa.

— A Toxe, — oTo3Barcs YenoBek-06e3bsiHa. — M 5 He MOry TOYHO pacno3HaTb ero 3anax, Ho YBEpPEH,
YTO KTO-TO CrnieAlyeT 3a Hamu. W, NoBTOPSI0, OH YMEH, ECNY CKpbIBAeT CBOIA 3anax oT Hac. Ckopee
BCEro OH NnepeaBuraeTcs no AepeBbsaM Ha JOCTATOYHOW BbICOTE, U 3anax CKONb3WUT Hagd HalLUMU
ronosamu. MogoxanTe 30ech, S Xo4y yoeamTbCcs B 9TOM.

TapsaH nerko BCNpbIrHys Ha BETKM Grvkailuero gepesa v 3abparncst HaBepx C JIOBKOCTbIO
MaHy-06e3bsiHbl. MUHYTY CnycTsi OH CNpbIrHyn psgom c J1a.

— A 6bIn NpaB., — cka3an oH. — Heganeko oT Hac KTO-To ecTb. HO s1 HE MOry onpeaenuTb KTo — TO Nn
YenioBek, TO NI MaHraHu, 3TOT 3anax MHe HE3HaKOM, OH HE NMOXOX HW Ha TOT, HXU Ha APYroun, U B TO
e BpeMsi HaroOMUHaeT 1 TOT, U apyron. Hy 4To X, nongemTe NnoCMOTpUM.

OH nogHsan J1a Ha nneYvyo n MrHoBEHHO B306parncs Ha BbICOKOE AEPEBO.

— Ecnu oH He BManT Hac, — ckasan Tap3aH, — To cobbeTcs co crieda, NoTOMY YTO Tenepb Hall 3anax
OyaeT Bhile, 1 NoTpebyeTca HEKOTOPOe BPeMS, YTOObI yNOBUTbL €ro CHOBA, €Cin, KOHEYHO, OH
coobpasuT, B YeM Aeno.

N3 BocxMLanack cumnon YenoBeka-06e3bsiHbl: OH C NIErKOCTbIO HEC €€ C AepeBa Ha AEePEBO U CO
cBoel 0bbI4YHOM CKOPOCTbIO. B TeueHme nonyyaca oH npoforkan ABWKeHWe, a NOTOM BAPYr
OCTaHOBWIICS HA pacKkayMBaloLWMUXCs BETKaX.

— Barnanute! — BOCKJTMKHYIT OH, YKa3blBas pyK0|7| Bnepea n BHUS.

NMocmoTpeB B yka3aHHOM HanpaBfeHnu, AeBYyLUKa CKBO3b NMUCTBY yBuaerna Hebonblioe cenexue,
OKpY>XEHHOE YaCTOKOSIOM, 32 KOTOPbIM YKPbINTOCb C ECATOK XMXKMH, BbI3BaBLUMX €€ YAMBIEHHOE
BHMMaHue. He MmeHbLuee nobonbITCTBO NposBui 1 Tap3aH. be3ycnoBHO, 3TO ObINM XMXWHBI,
npeAHa3Ha4YeHHbIe AN NPOXMBAHMSA, HO OHU, Ka3anocb, ABMrannch no BO3ayxy B3aa-srnepen u
BBEPX-BHM3. Tap3aH nepebpancsa Ha oepeBo Nobnuxe n onycTuncs Ha BETKY. 3aTeM OCTOPOXKHO
nonons Bnepen, a AeByLlKa nocnegosana 3a HUM. Bckope fepeBHA cTana BuaHa Kak Ha NlafioHu, U1
TanHa TaHUYIOLWMNX XVXKUH TYT Xe pa3bsCHUNACh.

Mo bopme oHM HanoMuHanu ynbn — oopma, 0bbl4HasA 4NA MHOMMX adPPUKAHCKMX NNEMEH — K
UMenun oKosio cemu (pyToB B AUaMeTpe U OKOJIO LLECTU B BbICOTY, HO BMECTO TOro, YToObl CTOATbL Ha
3eMre, Kaxgasa XvXknHa Obina nogBeLleHa Ha Kpenkom TpaBsiHOM BepeBKE K OAHOMY U3 MMraHTCKUX
aepesbeB. OT OCHOBaHUS XWXMHbI 40 3eMIN criyckanacb BepeBka NoToHbLe. B cteHax Obinum
npoAenaHbl 0OTBEPCTUS, CNOCOBOHbIE NPONYCTUTL YenoBeka.

BHyTpun yacTtokona TapaaH pasrnsgen n obutaTtenemn aTon CTpaHHON AEPEBHN.

OHK nokasanucob qenoaeKy—o6e3b;|He He MeHee CTpPaHHbIMU, YEM UX CENEHNE. To, 4TO OHMU
npuHagnexarnun K HerOI/Iﬂ,HOI7I pace, ObIno o4yeBMaHO, HO C I'IOLI,O6HbIM TUMOM ‘-leJ'IOBeKy-O683bF|He
CTalrikkmBaTbCA HEe Npunxoaunnoch. Bce oHu 6binin 06HaXKeHbl U He HOCUIK praLIJeHVIVI, nx tena
NOoKpbiBanu Jinb He6pe)KHbIe Ma3Kun KpacCKu. Ty3eMLl,bI oTnn4yasnmcb BbICOKMM POCTOM U BbIrmMdAagenn
O4YeHb MYCKYJTUCTbIMWU, XOTA HOIN ObINKn CrnLWKOM KOPOTKH, a PYKH, HaO60pOT, CITALLKOM OJINHHBbI,
4YTOObI rOBOPUTb O rAPMOHUN. Boobule, cBoMM 00nmkom oHM Bornblue Nnoxoaunn Ha 3Bepe|7|: HU3Kne
nokaTtble Nnobl, pe3Ko BbICTynawwune Haﬂ6pOBHbIe AOYyTrn, XOpoLlIOo pa3BuUTblie MaCCUBHbIE HEJTHOCTN.
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Moka Tap3aH Habntogan 3a TyaeMuaMu, OH 3aMeTU, Kak OAMH U3 HUX CMYCTUNCS NO BEPEBKE U3
XVXKMHbI Ha 3eMII0, U cpa3y MOHSAN Ha3HayYeHe BEPEBKM U pacriofiokeHne BXOA0B B XXUMULLaX.

CTpaHHble cywecTBa 6binn 3aHAThl eao. HekoTopble aepxkanu B pykax KOCTW, OTpbIiBasi OT HUX
KYCKM Msica CBOMMMW OrPOMHbIMW YENOCTAMK, ApYyrve Noxupanu ppykTbl U kopHennoasl. B Tpanese
MPUHUMAnM y4acTme 1 My>XYUHbI, U XXEeHLLMHbI, 4EeTU U B3POCHble, He BUAHO BbINo NMLb CTapUKOB.
Bce oHu Gbinm 6e3B0NOCbIMU, 3a UCKITHYEHNEM PbiXXe-KOPUYHEBLIX NMYy4YKOB Ha ronosax. Peyb ux no
TOHY HaroMuHana pbl4aHve 3Bepen, 1 HU pasy, noka TapsaH Habnogan 3a HAMK, OH He yBuaen
KOro-H1byab CMerLLMMCS UNn yrblGaloLWwmUMcs, YTO OTNMYarno ux ot Apyrux 3BECTHbIX eMy
adbpukaHcKkmx nnemeH. Hukakon KyxoHHON yTBapu Uy Npu3HakoB KocTpa He 6blno BuaHo. Ha
3eMIe fexarno TONMbKO NX OPYXXUEe — KOPOTKME KOMbs, NOXOXMEe Ha APOTUK U HEYTO Bpoae GOeEBbIX
TOMOPOB C OCTPbIM METaNMYECKUM JIE3BUEM.

Tap3saH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsiH 6bin pag, YTo nowen 3Ton AoOpPOoron, 6o CMOor yBUAETbL Takon Tun
TY3eMUEeB, O CyLLeCTBOBaHMM KOTOPOro OH 1 He nogo3pesan. Tun HAacTOMNbKO HU3KWIA, YTO FPaHUYUI
co 3BepeMm. [laxxe Ba3-A0HbI U XO-A0HbI 13 [Man-yn-goHa CTosNM Ha CTYMNEHbKY BbilEe UX B CBOEM
pasBuUTUMN.

magsa Ha HUX, Tap3aH He nepecTaBan yanBnaTbCA TOMY, YTO OHU BbIfIM B COCTOSIHUM
N3roTaBnMBaTb OpYXne, KOTOpoe OH BUAEN U KOTOPbLIM OHW, CyAsA N0 BCEMY, HEMMOXO Bragenu.
[axe c Takoro pacctosiHuA 6biria 3ameTHa BenvKkonenHasa otaenka opyxusi. X XvxxnHbl
NpPoOn3BOAMN CUMbHOE BreYaTreHne CBOUM HEOBbIYHBIM apXUTEKTYPHbLIM PELLEHNEM, a YaCcTOKON,
OKPY>KaBLUMI NOCENOK, KPEMKUN U MOCTPOEHHbIN B BOMbLUIMM 3anacoM NPOYHOCTU, CIYXKNUIT
HaZle>XHOW 3aLLMTON OT NbBOB, HABOAHABLUMX OKPYXXaroLLMiA Iec.

Habntogas 3a cTpaHHbIM nneMeHeM, Tap3aH 1 J1a Bapyr No4yBCTBOBAM, YTO K HAM KTO-TO
npubnmxkaeTcs, U, CNycTa MIHOBEHME, YBUOENN YEIIOBEKA, MOXOXEro Ha TeX, KTO HaxoaAuncs B
nocernke. MpobpaBLIKCL MO BETBAM AepeBa, HaBUCLUMM Haf YacTOKONOM, YENOBEK CrpbIrHyI Ha
3eMIIl0 B CaMOM LieHTpe ceneHusi. Ha Hero HUKTo He obpatun BHMMaHus. OH nogoLllen K
ocTarnbHbIM U OMYyCTUINCS HA KOPTOYKM, Ka3arochk, OH YTO-TO pacckasbiBaeT UM, U, XOTsi Tap3aH He
MOF CribllLaTb €ro CroB, HO MO XecTaM U MUMUKE, KOTOPOW OH NMOAKPENSISN CBOK CKYAHYHO peyb,
YyenoBek-06e3bsiHa cpasdy NMoOHsI, YTO TOT pacckasblBaeT CBOMM TOBapULLIAM O ABYX CTPaHHbIX
cyllecTBax, BCTPEYEHHbIX UM HeaaBHO B necy. Buanmo, ato oH npecneposan Tap3aHa u J13, Tak
yAa4yHO CKpblBasi CBOW 3anax. Pacckas Bo30yaun crywartenen, HEKOTopble U3 HUX BCKOYUN U
NPUHANUCHL NoANpPbLIrMBaTh, Heneno xnonas cebs no 6okam. OgHaKo BbIpaXkeHne Ux nui, mano
N3MEHUINOCh, a Yepes KOPOTKOE BpeMsi BO3bYyAeHME YNEernoch, U OHU BHOBb YCEIUCb Ha KOPTOYKMU.

B 9TOT Mur 13 necy goHeccs rpOMKNN KpUK, Bbi3BaBLLMA B NaMATU Tap3aHa BOCMNOMUHAHUA AeTcTBa.

— bonranu! — npowenTan oH.
— OpgHa 3 Benuknx 06esbsiH? — cnpocuna oHa, B34pOrHyB.
Bckope oHM yBMaenNu ee cnyckarLencs Ha Tpony B IKYHIMAX, BEAYLLYHO K NOCESKY.

"opunna, Ho kakasa ropunna! NMogobHown Tap3aH HMKOrAa A0 3TOro He BCTpeyan. [[MraHTckoro pocTa,
3TO CYLLECTBO LU0 NPSIMON NOXOAKOW YenoBeka, He KacasiCb 3eMIiM KUCTamm pyk. dopma yepena u
CBUPENOE BblpaXXeHNe HanoMmmuHanu obesbsiHbn, HO Tap3aH ynoBun n HekoTopoe otnnyune. Korga
ropunna nogowna nobnuxe, oH NOHsM, YTO Nnepes HUM bonraHu, HO C AyWOon 1 pasymMoM YenoBekKa.
Ho He Tonbko 310 Nopasuno Tap3aHa: TeNo ropunsbl 66110 NOKPLITO yKpaLLEHUAMM!

30n0T0o 1 GpunNnMaHTbl CBEPKAnM Ha KOCMaTOoM LLKYpe, Ha Npeanneybsax U Horax no3sakMBanm
OpacneThbl, a ¢ nodca NoYTn 4O 3eMNM CBeluMBanach ANMHHasN y3kasi Nonocka, paclumMtasi 305/10TOM U
opunnunaHtamu. Hukorga ewe [xoH KnentoH, nopa 'pencTok, He BUAEN Takoro BeNMKonenms,
Aaxe B cokpoBuLHMuax Onapa.
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Cpaasy e nocne Toro, kak OTHOCUTENbHYI TULLMHY Neca HapyLun CTpaLUHbIA KpuK, Tap3aH
3aMeTun, Kakoe AeNCTBUE OH Npom3Ben Ha obuTaTenen nocersnka. Bce cpasy ke BCKOYMUNM Ha HOTW,
XKEHLLUHbI U OeTV NonpsTanuch 3a CTBONaMn AePEBLEB UNK e B306panucb No BEpeBKaM B CBOU
XWKUHbI, MY>XHYMHbI NOLUSIM K BOPOTaM, BEAYLLMM B CENEHME.

I'Iepen, BOpOTamMu ropusra octaHoBuI1aCb 1 CHOBa nopgara rosioc, Ho Ha cen pa3 n3 ee ropna
NnocCrbllWanocCb HE 3BEPUHOE pbldaHWe, a YrieHopa3aesibHaA peysb...

IX. PASALLUMN YIOAP

Korga orpomHas yenoBekonogo6Has o6e3bsiHa, BOLUMA B CENEHNE, BOUHbI 3aKpbINX BOpoTa U
NOYTUTENbHO OTCTYNWUIM Hasad. opunna npoLuna B LEHTP AEPEBHN, OCTaHOBWUACh M orfsiaenach
BOKpYT.

— ae camkmn n getn? — cnpocuna oHa oTpbIBUCTO. — No3oBuTe UX.

KeHWmHbl 1 getw, 6e3yCJ'IOBHO, Cnblwann ee crosa, HO HUKTO HE NMNOKNHYJT CBOUX y6e>|<|/|u.|,. BouHbl
nepemMunHarinCb ¢ Horm Ha Hory, pasgunpaemMmblie NpoTUBOpeEYHNBbIMA HyBCTBaMU: C OAHOMn CTOPOHHbI,
OHU Bosnnch ocnyuwaTtbCA nNpukKkasa, € /:l,pyr0|7|, — HE XOTesn ero BblMNoJIHATD.

— No3oBuUTe 1x, — NOBTOPUNA ropunna, — UnNu NnpMBeanTe cloaa.
HakoHel, oauH BOMH Habpancs xpabpocTu 1 BbICTYNUN Brepes.
— Hawa fgepeBHsi yxxe oTaaBana ogHy XXeHLUMHY, — cka3an oH. — Tenepb odepenpb 3a ApYrMMMu.

— Monyartb! — psiBkHyna obesbsiHa yrpoxatoLle. — Tbl CIIMLWKOM MHOrO Gepellb Ha ce6sl, roMaHraHw,
BCTynas ¢ 6onraHu B npepekaHusi. Movmun yctamm roBoput cam Hyma-umnepatop. BeinonHsi
npvkas unm ympellb.

UepHOKOXNIN NOBEPHYICS, NO3Bas XeHLWMH U eTen, HO HUKTO HEe OTKITUKHYICS.
bonraHu coenan HeTepnenuBebIn XecCT.
— Waon v npuBean unx!

BoWHbI, CbeXMBLUMCHL OT CTpaxa, MeANeHHO ABMHYIUCL Yepes NOCEeNioK K Mectam, rae npsatanmcb
XEHLUUHbI 1 getn. Bckope oHM cTanu Bo3BpaLlaThes, Talla nx 3a cobor — Koro 3a pyku, a Koro u 3a
BOJIOCbI. XOTS OHU W HE XOTENM OTAABaTb MX, HO HE NPOSABIIANN HUKAKNX NPU3HAKOB COCTpanaHus
Unn NpmBs3aHHOCTU. MNpudnHy Takon 6ecyyBCTBEHHOCTU Tap3aH NOHSAS, KOraa 3aroBOpuI
YEepPHOKOXUI BOUH.

— Benukun 6onranu, — ckasan ToT, obpaTtusBLumck K ropunne. — Ecnn Hyma-nmnepatop 3abepeT ux,
TO AN151 OCTaBLUMXCS BOMHOB HE XBaTUT XXEHLUWH, 3Ha4YunT, ByageT mano AeTen, U O4eHb CKOPO OT Hac
HMKOrO He OCTaHeTCsl.

— Hy Tak 4to ¢ Toro? — 3apbliyana ropunna. — Bac n tTak crnvwkom MHOro Ha aTon 3emne. flomaHraHm
1 co3faHbl, YTOObI CnyxunTb Hyme-nmnepartopy v ero npegaHHbiM 6onraHu.

FoBOpS 3TO, ropunna ocmMaTpuBara XeHLUVH, NoxnonbiBana ux no 6egpam v cnuHam, oLlynbiBana
rpyan. Bckope oHa nogoLuna K Monoaown XeHLMHe ¢ peGeHKOM Ha pykax.

— Bot ata nogonaet, — ckasana ropunna v, BbiIxBaTuB pebeHka, bpocuna ero nog 3abop. PebeHok
ynan Ha 3eMnio 1 xanobHo 3acTtoHan. YKeHwuHa KnHynacb K Hemy, Ho 6onraHu 3agepxan ee CBoen
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OrPOMHOW flanon U LWBbLIPHYI Ha 3eMso. B 3TOT MuUr n3 ryctom nUCTBbl HaZ4 HUMK pasgarncs
CBUPENbIV U YXKacHbIN KPUK Bbl30Ba Ha BUTBY o6e3bsiHbl-camua. YepHoKoXue B cTpaxe 3agpanv
BBEPX ronoBbl, 6orraHn Toxe NogHANAa NepekoLLEeHHY0 OT 3n06bl Mopay, NblTadACb pasrnsgeTb
TOro, KTo nocmes 6pocuTb en BbI30B. Ha BeTKe packaymBasnoch CyLLECTBO, KAKOro HUKTO U3 HUX 0
3TOro He Buaen — 6enbi YernoBeK, TapMaHraHu, ¢ 6e3BonoCon rnagkon Koxen, kak y NMcTbl-3men.

Heckonbko CeKyH BCe KaK 3a4apOoBaHHbI€ pacCcMaTpuBarn He3aHakomMua. Tap3aH cnycTtuncd Ha
HXHIOKO BETKY U OKalaliCd Ha ypOBHE rpyaum 6onraHu. B ero pyKke 6J'IeCHyJ'I KUHXXarl, n c 6bICTpOTOI7I
MOJTHUN OH BOH3UJ1 Nne3Bune rnpamo B cepgue y)KaCHOI7I ropunnbl. BCKpI/IKHyB oT 6onn n APOCTU, OHa
ynarna Ha 3eMJITH0 1 NMOocCIie HEeCKOJIbKUX KOHBYJIbCUBHbIX OBWXEHUW 3aTuxna HaBcerga.

Yenosek-06e3bsiHa HE NuTan ocobon NMobBM K roMaHraHn, HO ero aHrnMNCKOe BOCNUTAHNE He
Nno3BONAO OCcTaBaTbCsa Ge3yyacTHbIM, korga obuxanu cnaboro. Kpome toro, 6onraHm 6einun ero
N3BEYHbIMW Bparamm, 1 nepeasi ero cxsaTka B XXM3HM eLle B Janekom OeTCTBe, U nepBasi nobena
Oblna ogepxaHa MMEHHO Hag 6onraHu.

beaHble YEepHOKOXNne CToAsIn, CrNoBHO NnopaKeHHbIe rpPOMOM. Tap3aH CNpbIrHyIn Ha 3eMITio 1
OKazarsicsa cpeaun HUX. B CTpaxe OHU OTNPAHYIN Ha3aA, HO Npu 3TOM YyrpoxakLlle NnoaHAITN KOMbA.

— A ppyr, — ckasan oH. — A — Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o06e3bsiH. OnycTuTe BallM KOMbS.
Tap3aH BblTawun 13 Tena 6onraHy CBOW KMHXan v, ykazaB Ha TPy, CNPOCUIT:

— Y10 370 3a CyLecTBO, KOTOPOE NPUXOAUT B Bally AEPEBHI0, yOMBaET BalLUMX OETEN U YHOCUT
BaLLMX caMok? Moyemy Bbl HE OCMENMBaNMCb NPOH3UTL Er0 BaLLUMK KONbAMN?

— OTO 0AVH U3 BENUKUX BOMraHn, — OTBETUI YEPHOKOXNIA BOMH, KOTOPbIVA pasroBapusar ¢ ropuno
1, BEPOSITHO, SIBNSANCS BOXAEM nnemeHun. — OH — 04uH 13 NnpubnmkeHHbIx HyMbl-umnepaTopa, u
korga Hyma y3HaeT, 4To ero younu B Hallen AepeBHe, Hac Toxe Bcex yObioT 3a TO, YTO caenanm
Bbl.

— Kto Takon Hyma? — cnpocun 4yenoBek-o6e3bsiHa, 45151 KOTOPOro CroBO «HyMa» Ha A3blke BENUKUX
06e3bsH 03Ha4arno NuLb «NeB».

— Hyma — ato Hyma, — otBeTun Boxab. — OH nmnepaTop 1 XMBET CO CBOMMW BOSraHn B XUXKUHE
onectawmx kKamHen!

Bce-Taku nekcuyecknii 3anac siablika Benmknx 06e3bsiH 6bi1 BeCbMa CkyaeH, U Tap3aHy NpuLLInioch
AoraablBaTbCs, YTO XOTEN 3TUM cka3aTb YepHOKOXMI. BeposiTHo, Hyma 6bino nmeHem, kotopoe
MPUHAN OAVH U3 BOXAen 6onraHn, a TUTYN «MMmnepaTop» yKkasbiBan Ha ero NpeBOCXOACTBO Haj,
APYrMMU BOXOAMU. «XMXKMHA» MOrfa o3HavaTb ABOpEL, a «bnecTsawme KaMHU» MO OKa3aTbCs
OGpvnnuaHTamu, Cyas no ykpaleHUsiM ropunsbi.

Korga 6onraHu ynan Ha 3emnto, HecuyacTHasi MaTb Bpocunach k peGeHKy 1 cxBaTura ero Ha pyku,
MbITasiCb YCNOKOWTb. Tap3aH MOoAOLLEN K HUM, Xenasi ocMoTpeTb 6eaHoe anTs. BHayane matb He
[laBara ero 1 yrpoxatollle ckanuna Krblkv, CIOBHO ANKUIA 3BEPb, HO BCKOPE U [0 HEee AOLIOo, YTO
3TOT YenoBek cnac ee camy oT 6onraHy U Xo4eT NOMOYb €€ CbiHY. K c4acTblo, HUKaKMX Cepbe3HbIX
nospexaeHui TapsaH He obGHapyxun, pebeHok nnakan ckopee oT ucrnyra. OCMOTpeB ManblLa,
Tap3aH cHoBa 06GepHyrcs kK BOMHaM, KOTOpPble BO30Y>KAEHHO O YEM-TO NeperoBapuBanimch B
HECKONbKMX Larax oT Hero. [Npu npubnmkeHnmn yenoseka-06e3bsHbl OHM 0B6CTYNUMM ero
NOMYKPYrOM.

— MpunayT 6onraHn 1 Bcex Hac yobIoT, — ckasan OAuH, — Koraa y3HatT, YTO NPOoU3oLUsIo B HalLen
AepeBHe. Mbl 4OMKHbI OTAATb MM YenoBeka, yomBLuero 6onraHu.

I'Io:aTomy, TapMaHraHu, Tbl nonaellb ¢ Hamu B XNAXUNHY 6J'IeCTFILLI,MX KaMHER, Mbl nepegagnm Tebsa
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6onraHun, a Tam, MoxeT, Hyma-mmnepaTop 1 NpocTuT Tebs.

Yenosek-06e3bsaHa ynbIbHynca. 3a Koro oHu ero npuHnumanu? Heyxenum oHu nogymarnu, 4To OH
cornacuTcs NOUTU C HUMK, YTOBbI OKa3aTbCH B pykax MCTUTENbHbIX 6onraHn? OH co3HaBan
CTeneHb pucKa, HO OH ObINT BENMKUM TapMaHraHu u noHMmari, 4to B No6on MOMEHT CMOXET YNTH,
€CINnKN OHU MOMbITAKTCA 3a4epXaTb ero curon. He pas B CBOEN XXM3HW OH CTarnkuMearncs ¢ AUKUMU
naeMeHamMm 1 TOYHO 3Harl, Yero OT HUX MOXHO OXuaaTtb, OAHaKo Tap3aH XoTes yCTaHOBUTb
ApYXecKkne OTHOLWEHUS € 3TUMK NogbMu. OHU MO NPUrOAUTBECA EMY B 3TUX OUKUX KpasiX.

— MopoxanTte, — ckasan oH. — Pa3ee Bbl Nnpeganu 6bl gpyra, KOTOpbI NpULLESN K BaMm, YTOObI
3aWmTnTb Bac oT Bpara?

— Ho mbl e He cobrnpaemcs ybmBaTb Tebsi, TapMmaHraHu. Tonbko oTBeaeM K 6onraHn un K
Hyme-umnepatopy.

— Ho 310 oaHo u To e, — Bo3pasun Tap3aH. — Bam xopollo n3BecTHo, 4to Hyma-umnepartop
NpUKaxeT MeHs1 youTb.

— A 3TO yXXe He Halle Aeno, TapMaHraHu, — oTBeTUN Boxab. — Ecnn 6bl Mbl Mornun Yem-Hmbyap tebe
nomoub, o6s3aTenbHo nomornu 6bl. MNpuayT 6onraHn, y3HatT, YTO NPOU3OLLINO B HaLLEW AepEBHE, U
HaKaXyT Hac, a He Tebs.

— A noYemy OHM AOMMKHbI y3HaTh, 4TO BonraHn 6bin youT B Bawen gepeBHe? — cnpocun Tap3aH.
— Ho koraa oHu npuayT, pa3Be OHU He YBUOAT MeEPTBOE TENO? — yOMBUICSA BOXAb.
— He yBugaT, ecnu ero ybpatb, — OTBETUN YenoBeK-00e3bsiHa.

Tysemubl B 3a4yMYMBOCTU NepPernaHynncb. Takoe pelleHne He Npuxoausio UM B rosiosy.
HesHakomel, 6611 npaB. HWUKTO, KpoMe HMX, He 3Han, 4YTto 6onraHu normb B ux gepesHe. Ecnn teno
ncyesHeT, BCce nNofo3peHuns 6yayT yctpaHeHbl. Ho kyaa xe ero yépaTtb? OTOT BONPOC OHW 1 3a4anm
Tap3aHy.

— A n3basnio Bac OT Hero, — oTBETUN YenoBek-obe3bsiHa. — A obewato yopaTtb U cnpaTaTh Teno Tak,
YTO HUKTO He y3HaeT, KaKk OH YMep U rae, HO Nnpexae OTBeTbTe MHE Ha HECKOMbKO BOMPOCOB.

— 3apaBan, — ckasarn BoOXdb.

— B Bawmx mectax s 4enoBek HOBbIN, NO3TOMY 3abnyaunncsa. EcTeb nu Bbixog M3 4onuHbl Tam? — U
Tap3saH ykasan pykou Ha toro-BOCTOK.

Boxab noxan nnedamu.

— [lonvHa ynupaeTcs B ropy, a eCTb N1 TaMm BbIXOA, S HE 3Ha0. [OBOPSAIT, Tam BCE MbINaeT B OTHE, HO
HWKTO HE OCMENMBAIICS CXOAUTb M MOCMOTPETh. YTO Xe KacaeTcs MeHsi caMoro, TO s1 He OTXoaun oT
AEPEBHM Aanblue, YeM Ha AEHb MyTU, HA OXOTY 3a AM4blo Ana 6onraHu n gns cbopa ppykToB.,
opexoB 1 6aHaHOB.

— Heyxenun HMKTO He noknaan JonvHy? — yausuncs TapsaH.
— N3 Halwen AepeBHN — HUKTO, — OTBETUI YEPHOKOXUI, — @ NPO APYrMX HE 3Halo.
— A 4yTO HaxoaunTca Tam? — cnpocun TapaaH, ykasbiBas B cTopoHy Onapa.

— He 3Hato. 3Hato TonbKo, 4To BonraHn MHorga NPUTAcKMBAlOT OTTyAa CTPaHHbIX Nioaen —
ManeHbKNX MY>XYMH, BOlOcaTbIX U C 6ENON KOXen, C KOPOTKUMU KPUBBLIMW HOFaMmn 1 OSTMHHBIMU
pykamu mnm 6enbix CaMOK, COBCEM HEMOXOXNX HA CTPaHHbIX ManeHbknx TapMaHraHn. OTkyaa OHM
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nx 6epyT, 51 He 3Hal0, a OHN HUKorga 06 3TOM He pacckasbiBaloT. ATO BCE TBOW BONPOCHI?
— [a, Bce, — oTBeTUN Tap3aH, NOHAB, YTO OT ATUX HEBEXECTBEHHbIX ANKapen TOMKY He A0OUTLCS.

Bbixo 13 4ONUHBLI NpUAETCs UckaTb caMoMy. 3Hasi, YTO C 3TOW 3agadveit OH CMOXET GbicTpee
CNpPaBUTLCS B OAMHOYKY, Tap3aH peLumnn NpoBepUTb YEPHOKOXKMX HAc4eT NnaHa, KoTopbli BHE3aNHO
npuLLIEn emy B ronosy.

— Ecnn a ybepy Tpyn 6onraHm n cnpsivy ero Tak, 4TO HUKTO HUKOr4a He y3HaeT, YTO OH Obin youT y
BacC B JepEBHE, OTHECETECH NN Bbl KO MHE KaK ApYyry? — Hayan oH u3garneka.

— [la, — KMBHYN BOXAb.

—Torpa, — npoaornkKan TapaaH, — MOry Iin 4 OCTaBUTb Y BaC MO0 6er|y+0 CaMKy, NOKa He BEPHYCb B
}J,epeBHI-O? Ecnu nosBsatca 6onraHn, Bbl cMOXeTe crpAaTaTb €e B OOHOW U3 XWXKWH, U HUKOMY HEe
HY>XHO roBopuTb, 4TO OHa Cpeaun Bac. Hy Kak?

Tysemubl nepernsiHynmchb.
— Mbl He Bnagenu ee, — ckasan BoXab. — [[oe oHa?

— Ecnu Bbl noobelyaeTe cnpaTath ee U He NPUYMHATL Bpeaa, s npuBeay ee, — OTBETUIN
yenoBek-o00e3bsHa.

— A obewyato, — ckasan BOXAb, — HO 3@ APYrMX py4aTbCs He Mory.
Tap3aH 06epHyncs K BoMHaM, KOTopble coGpanncb BOKPYr HEFO M BHUMATENbHO CryLlanu.

— 41 cobuparocb NPUBECTU K BaM B AEPEBHIO CBOLO XXEHY, — cKasas OH. — Bbl cnpsiveTe ee, byaete
KOPMUTb U 3alimuiaTth B Crllydyae HeobxogMMocTu 40 TexX Nop, Noka s He BepHycb. A ybepy Tpyn
BonraHu, Tak YTO Ha Bac NOAO3PEHNE He NageT, HO, Koraa s BEPHYCb, MOS XXeHa A0SKHa ObITb
XMBOW 1 HEBPEONMOWN.

OH pewwnn BblaaTthb J13 3a CBOKO XeHyY, YTOObI OHW BbICTPEE MNOHAMW, YTO OHA HAaXoaUTCS Nojg, ero
NoKpOBUTENLCTBOM. [MOgHSB ronoBy K AepeBy, Ha KOTOPOM npsitanacs J19, TapsaH no3san ee, u
MUHYTY CNYCTSl OHa CMpPbIrHyna Ha 3eMrto.

— BoT oHa, — cka3an 4YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa BoMHaM. — bepernte ee n XOpoLLIEHEYKO cnpsiybTe OT
6onraHun. Ecnu, BepHyBLUKCH, 1 OBHApPYXy, YTO C HEN YTO-HMOYAb CNy4YUIoch, 9 ckaxy bonraHu, 4to
370 caenanu Bbl. — I OH yka3an Ha Tpyn ropunebl.

J1a noBepHynacb k Tap3aHy cO criesamun Ha rnasax.
— Tl cobupaelbcs 0CTaBUTb MEHSA 30€Cb?

— Tonbko Ha BpeMsi, — OTBETUN OH. — OTU HecyacTHble 6OATCS, YTO ecnu cMepTb 6onraHn ctaHeT
N3BECTHOW, TO BCA AIEPEBHA NOCTpadaeT OT rHeBa 3TUX TBapen, noatoMy A obellan ybpaTb Bce
YUKW 1 3amecTun crnedbl. YyBcTBO BnarogapHOCTU pa3BuUTO Y HUX criaboBaTo, NO3TOMY Ha BCSAKUN
cnydan s npunyryyn nx. OHm 6oaTca bonraHu, Kak orHsa. [lymato, 4to Bbl byaeTe 34ech B
OTHOcuTernbHOW 6e3onacHOCTH, nHayve 9 He octaBun 6bl Bac. OguH 9 MOry UATU 3HAYUTENBHO
ObICTpee 1 nocTapaloCb HANTW BbIXOA U3 AONNHBI. 3aTeM BEPHYCb 1 3abepy Bac. JTO nyylle, Yem
nnyTaTtb NO HE3HAKOMOW MECTHOCTW.

— Tol BepHeLIJbCFI? — cnpocuiia oHa, 1 B roJjioce ee nocrbilarinCb HOTKM CTpaxa U TOCKW.

— BepHycb, — TBepao oTBeTUN Tap3aH 1 noBepHyncs k Herpam. — OcBoboauTe Ans MOEN >KeHbl
OAHY U3 XUXKUH U CMOTPUTE, YTOObI ee He 06uXKanM n xopoLlo KopMunu. NMomMHUTe, YTo s ckasan: oT
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ee 6e30MacHOCTU 3aBUCAT BaLLM KU3HW.

HaknoHuBlmMcb, Tap3aH noaxsaTun YenoBeKonoAoOHYH ropunny Ha nneYo, 1 Ty3emubl
nopasunucb ero dusnyeckon cune. OHM 1 caMm He Gbinn crnabakaMu, HO HUKTO U3 NNIEMEHUN He
BblAepxxan 6bl TshkecTn Tena 6onraHn, a 3ToT Morydmii Tap3aH Nerko NoHeC CBO HOLLY U1, Koraa
BbILLIEN Yepe3 OTKPbITbie BOPOTa, 3aluaran Tak, 6yaTo Ha nneyvax y Hero HM4Yero He 6bino. Yepes
HECKONbKO MUHYT OH Uc4Ye3 B rycToMm rnecy. J1a noBepHynach kK YHepHOKOXUM.

— MNpurotoBbTe MHE XNXUHY, — CKadalia OHa BOXAt0, — 4 O4YeHb yCTana U Xo4y OTAOXHYTb.

Herpbl He gBuranuck ¢ MecTa, nepellenTbiBasicb Mexay cobon. Cyasi no Bcemy, cpeam Hux
BO3HWUKMM pasHornacusi, u no obpbiskam gppas J1a noHsina, YTO HEKOTOPbIE CKITOHHbLI UCMOSTHUTL
npuka3 Tap3aHa, a Apyrne BO3paxatoT U XOTAT n3baBnTbCs OT Hee [0 Toro, Kak bonraHy obHapyxar
ee NpuCyTCTBME, U TEM CaMbIM CMACTU XUTENEN AepPEBHU OT pacrnpasbl.

— Jlyywe 6bl, — ycnbilwana oHa MHEHWE OOHOrO BOMHA, — cpa3sy nepeaatb ee 6onraHn U pacckasarb,
Kak ee Myx youn nocnaHHuka Hymbl-umnepatopa. CkaxeMm, YTo MbITanucb NoMaTb TapMaHraHu,
HO eMy yaanoch 6exaTtb, a Mbl CyMenu cXxBaTUTb TONbKO ero xeHy. MoxeT, Hyma-nmnepartop
nogobpeeT N He BO3bMET MHOMO HaLLMX XXEHLUUH 1 OeTEN.

— Ho TapmaHraHu Benuk n moryd, — Bodpasun gpyron. — OH cunbHee 6onraHym n MOXeT cTaTb
onacHbiM Bparom. A Bapyr 6onraHm Ham He nosepAT? Yto Toraa?

Torga Ham npuaeTca onacaTbecs U ux, U Tap3aHa.

— Tbl npaB! — kpukHyna J1a. — TapmaHraHu Benuk 1 moryd. Bam nydiie nmeTb ero pyromM, 4em
Bparom. OH nerko cnpaenseTcs gaxe ¢ Hymon-neBoM. Bbl e BUaenu, Kkak oH NogHsn Teno
OrpPOMHOro 6onraHu, CAoBHO NYLWNHKY. Bbl xxe B1uaenu, kak ceo604HO OH Lwen no Tpone ¢ 3Toun
HoLlen Ha nneye. Ecnu Bbl Mygpble rOMaHraHu, Bbl NOMMETE, YTO Nny4dlle UMEeTb ero Apyrom.

YepHokoxune monya cnywanmu J1a, n ux Tynble nvuua HAYEro He Bblpaxanw.

Heckonbko MUHYT OHU CTOANN OPpYyr NPpOTUB Apyra — AUKnUe Ty3eMubl N n3dLliHas G6enas XEeHLWNHa.
Bn,pyr JIa BbIiNnpAMUachb 1 noBerinTeribHbiIM TOHOM MNpuUKa3ana:

— VauTte n npurotoBbTe MHE Moe xunuuie! Tenepb 310 Obina BepxoBHas Xpuua [NnameHetowiero
bora, koponesa Onapa, obpawiarowascs k pabam. Ee yapcTBeHHas MaHepa, ropaenveasi 0caHka u
NOBENUTENbBHLIN TOH NPOM3BENN Ha Ty3eMLEB oLlenoMmnsiouee Bo3gencramne. J1a noHsna, 4to
TapaaH Obin npas, koraa roBOpuIl, YTO Ha HUX MOXHO BNUATbL TOSNbKO ycTpalueHnem. OHu
MrHOBEHHO CbEXUINCb, CFIOBHO NOBGUTbLIE cOBakn, n BpoCcUNUCh K BnNmxanLen XmxmHe, YToobl
npurotoBuTb ee ans Jla.

Korga Bce 6bino caenaHo, J1a B3o6panach No BepeBKe Yepes Kpyrnoe OTBEPCTUE BHYTPb XMXKUHbI,
roe obHapyxuna gocTtaToqHO 60MbLUYHO M XOPOLLO NPOBETPEHHYO KOMHaTY. [on 6bin BbICTNaH
KOBPOM 13 TpaBbl 1 LUBETOB. B yrny nexanu gpykTbl, opexun n 6aHaHbl. OHa noatsiHyna 3a cobon
BEpPEBKY U Bpocunack Ha MArkyto noctesib. CKopo nokavymBaHue NogBeLEeHHON XMXXNHBI, MATKUIA
LenecT NUCTbeB, rorioca NTuy ybatokanu ee, u, CnoMneHHas u3nyeckomn ycTanocTbio, oHa
norpysunach B riyboKuin coH.

X. BEPOJIOMCTBO

Ha ceBepo-3anage gonuHel Onapa Hag narepem nyTelecTBEHHUKOB Kiyouncsa abiM oT KOCTPOB.
BoKpyr KOCTPOB Y>KMHAMNN HECKOJbKO COT YEPHOKOXMX U LLECTEPO BenbIX.
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Herpbl cuaenu Ha kopToykax 1 yrproMo neperoBapuBanuck; 6enbie, XMypble U HaCTOPOXKEHHbIE,
Aepxxanu opyxue HarotoBe. Monogas eHLwuHa, eQUHCTBEHHas B rpynne eBponenues,
obpaTtunack kK CBOMM CrMyTHUKaM.

— bnarogaps ckapegHoctn Agonbda n 6axsanbcTBy OctebaHa, Mbl OKasanmcb B 3TOM MOSNOXEHUN.
ToncTtein Britobep noxan nnevyamu, UCNaHew HaxmMypurncs.
— A B YeM 51 BUHOBAT? — CIPOCUIT HEMEL,.

— Thbl NOCKYMNUINcA HaHATb no6onbLle HOCUNbLLMKOB. A B caMOM Ha4vane rosopuna Tebe, yTO B
3Kcneamumnmn nx OoImkHO ObITb HE MeHee AOBYXCOT, HO Tbl pelnst COKOHOMUTb, U Kakown pe3yanaT?
MaTbaecaT YenoBek TawaT no BOCEMbAECAT (*)yHTOB 30510Ta, a Apyrue rneperpyxeHbl rarepHbiM
CHapAXeHnem, Kpome 1oro, Ham ABHO HE XBaTae€T aCkapun Ansd HaO4eXHOM OXpaHbl. Mbl BbIHY>XXOEHbI
noAroHATb UX, Kak CKOTUHY, N CNeaunTb, 4YTOObI OHU HE no6pocan|/| cBom rpys. Bce npenerbHO
YTOMJIEHbI U 03nobneHsbl. N3-3a manenwero nycTtdKa OHU MOryT B36yHTOBaTbCFI n I'Iepe6l/ITb Hac Ha
MecTe. ,El,a K TOMY Xe UX NMIT0XO0 KOPMAT. Ecnu 661 Mbl cMOrfn nx XoT4 bl HaKOPMWUTb, BO3MOXHO,
OHM 1 noBecenenu 6bl. A 4ocTaTouYHO 3Hato Ty3eMueB: Korga oHu rojiogHbl, OHN rpyCTHbI 1
031n00neHbl, Aaxe ecnun HM4Yero He genatoT. Ecnn 66l 3cTebaH He nepeoueHunn cBOK OXOTHUYbLIO
yaarnb, Mbl 3anaciincCb Obl I'IpOBVI3VIel71 B AOCTATO4YHOM KOJIMYECTBE, a Tenepb, Korga Mbl TOJIbKO
Ha4yanu Haw gonrum NyTb, Mbl )K€ CbeJTN NOYTUN NOJTIOBUHY 3aMnacosB.

— Ecnn HeT auun, kak st Mory ee AobbiTb, — NPoBOpYan UcraHel,.

— Onyb ecTb, — Bo3pasun Kpacku, — Mbl e Kaxablil AeHb BUAUM crneapl.
NcnaHeu, yrptoMo NOCMOTPEN Ha PYCCKOro.

— Ecnn anyb ectb — nan v godyab ee.

— A HuKorga He npetTeHgoBas Ha 3BaHNE OXOTHUKA, — OTBETUI KpaCKI/I, — XO0TA, KOHEYHO, MOXXHO
ObINo B3ATb nrpyLevyHoe pyxo€ U NpoMbILLNATb, KakK Thbl.

— CeWvac xe npekpaTtute! — BOCKINMKHyNa AeByLUKa, BCTaBasi MEXAY HUMMW.

— MycTb NnepenepyTcs, — paBHoAyLWHO 3ameTun MNebns. — Ecnun ognH 13 HUX NPUKOHYUT OpYroro,
OOHMM NpeTeHAeHTOM Ha Jobbidy 6yaeT MeHblue. Mbl-To ocTaHeMmcsl. ..

— 3ayemM Hago gpaTbca? — 3aBonHoBancs bnwobep. — Bcem xBatuT, 6onbLue COpoka Tpex Thicsu
dyHTOB Ha kaxxgoro. Koraa Bbl HA MEHSI CepAnTECh, Bbl Ha3blBaeTe MEHS rPSi3HbIM BOHIOYMM
eBpeeM, HO, MalH roTT, Bbl, XpUCTMaHe, ele Xyxe. Bbl roToBbl yOMUTb CBOEro ToBapuLLa, YToobl
3anony4unTb ero geHbrn. O, on, cnaesa 6ory, YTO S HE XPUCTUAHUH.

— 3aTKHUCb, — PABKHYN TOPH, — UMK Y Hac CTaHeT eLle Ha COPOK TP ThbicAYM Bonblue Ans aenexku!
Bnobep ncnyraHHo B3rnsiHyn Ha MaCCUBHOMO aHrnnM4yaHuHa.

— Y710 TbI, YTO ThI, [IUK, — 3aMaxan OH BCTPEBOXEHO pykaMu. — Thl )Xe He MOXellb 06MaeTbCs Ha
ManeHbKYyHo LLYTKYy CBOEro ctaporo apyra?

— MeHS TOLWHUT OT BCen 3TON BONTOBHU, — CepANTO cka3an TOpH. — A He BbICTaBMSAKCb YMHUKOM, S
BCEro NuLb BOKCepP, HO U Y MEHS XBaTaeT MO3roB NOHATb, YTO €ANHCTBEHHbLIM Pa3yMHbIM
YyenoBekoM 3aech aBnsetcsa dnopa. [xoH, bnobep, Kpacku n s okaszanncb TyT NOTOMY, YTO CyMenu
AocTtaTtb AEHbIM ANa peanusauumn ee nnaxHa, 3ToT, — U OH TKHYM NanbuemM B CTOPOHY JAcTebaHa, —
noTomy, 4Yto obrnagaeT nogxogsLen BHELWHOCTbIO. Ho 4ToObI caenaTth TO, YTO caenanu mbl,
ocoboro yma He notpeboBanock. dnopa — MO3r BCEN IKCNeAMLNN, N YEM CKOPEE Kaxabln 3TO
nonmMeT n 6yaeT crnywaTbCsa TONbKO ee NpuKasos, TeM nyywe anga scex Hac. OHa 6bina B Adpuke ¢
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3TuM nopgom Fpenctokom. Tl BGbina ropHUYHOWM €ro XeHbl, He Tak nu, dnopa? — obpaTnncs oH K
Hel. — HakoHeL, OHa 3HaeT Koe-4To 06 3ToW CTpaHe, Ty3emuax U XXMBOTHbIX, @ Mbl B€Ab HUYErO HE
3HaeM.

— TopH npa., — cornacuncs Kpacku. — Mbl noTepsiny MHOro BpeMeHu 3ps. Y Hac He 6bIno
PYKOBOAUTENS, U C 3TOM MUHYTbI HYXKHO CYMTaTb €€ HalluUM HavanbHUKOM. ECniv KTo 1 cMoxeT
NMOMOYb HaM B CMOXMBLUEMCS MOMOXEHMN, TO TONbKO oHa. Cyasa no ToMy, Kak 3T pebsita cebs
BeOyT, — N OH KMBHYIT B CTOPOHY HErpoOB, — MOXET CITy4YUTbCA TakK, YTO Mbl Byaem paabl yHecTn
oTctoAa Horu, 6pocmB Halle 30M0TO.

— On, on! Yk He cobupaellbca Nu Tbl OCTaBUTb 30510TO? — B3BU3rHYN bnrobep.

— XOTa 9 cornaceH, YTo eCnu oHa Tak PEeLUnT, Mbl BCE CAENAEM...

— NImeHHO 370 51 1 Mmen B BuAy, — ckasan Kpacku. — Ecnn ®nopa npukaxeT, Mbl OCTaB1MM 30510TO.
— Tak n noctynum, — nosTopun TopH.

— CornaceH, — oTknukHyncs MNebns. — Kak oHa ckaxeT, Tak n byger.

McnaHew yrptoMo KMBHYI rOSIOBOW B 3HAK COrnacus.

— WNTtak, Bce — «3a», a Tbl, bntobep? — cnpocun Kpacku.

— O, KOHEYHO, KOHEYHO, ECfN BCE COrnacHbl, — 3atapaTtopusli HEMeL,

— 3HauuT, Tak, dnopa, — ckasan NMNebna, — Tenepb Tbl HALW PYKOBOAUTENb, U TBOE CIOBO — 3aKOH.
UTto Gyaem genatb ganblie?

— OueHb XopoLUOo, — OTKIMKHYNach AeByLuka. — Mbl ocTaHeMcs 34ecb, NoKa Hawu Nau He
OTAOXHYT. 3aBTpa yTPOM C MX MOMOLLbIO NocTapaemMcs AobbiTb Msico. Korga oHn Haegatcsa n npuayT
B cebs1, ABMHEMCSA K nobepexbto, HO MATN ByaemM MeaneHHo, YToObl HOCUMbLUMKN He
nepeyToMnsanmcb. ATo — NEPBOE, HO TyT BCE 3aBUCUT OT TOr0, CyMeeM N Mbl A00bITb Msico. Ecnn
3TOro caenaTb He yaacTesl, NpuAaeTCs CnpsATaTb 30M10TO 34eChb M Hanerke gobupartbesa o
nobepexbs Kak MOXHO CKopee.

Tam Mbl 3aBepbyeM HOBbIX HOCUIBLLUKOB, pa3a B ABa 6onblue, YeM y Hac cenyac, 1 Kak crnegyet
3anacemMcs nposuaunen, YTobbl ee XxBaTUIO Ha gopory B o6a KoHua. Mo nyTu ctoga 6yaem genatb
3anachbl Anst 06paTHOro NyTewwecTBus, 4TO 0CBOBOAUT HAC OT HEOHXOAMMOCTU TackaTb rpy3 Tyaa u
o6paTHO. Tak Mbl CMOXEM BbINTW Hanerke ¢ KOfIM4eCTBOM HOCUIbLLNKOB B ABa pa3a MEHbLUNM, YeM
Ham paKTUYeckn Hy>XHO. B aTom cnyvae mbl Byaem npoasuratbcs 6bICTPO, N He ByaeT HUKaKMX
*anob. 3To — BTOpoE.

BoT ABa Moux pelueHns. A He crnpaluvBato, YTO Bbl O HUX AyMaeTe, — MHe BCE paBHO: Bbl BblOpanu
MeHs1 pykoBoauTenem, u s byay BecTu Aena Tak, kak cumMTat Hy>XHbIM.

— Monogeu, 6paBo! — Bckpnyan NMNebna. — BoT peyb, KOTOpast MHe Mo AyLue.

— Kapn, no3oBuTe cTapLuero, CKaxuTe, YTo s XO4y C HUM MOroBopuTb, — obpaTmnach AeByLuKa K
pyccKOMYy.

Bckope Kpacku BepHynca ¢ 4OPOAHBLIM CUMbHBIM HETPOM.

— OBasa, — ckasana ®nopa, koraa Ty3emel, OCTaHOBUICS Nepen Hel, — y Hac KoHYalTcsa 3anachl
NPOAOBONBCTBUSA, @ HOCUIBLLUKM NeperpyXeHbl CBEPX Mepb.

I'Iepen,a|7| MM, 4YTO Mbl OCTaeMcC4 3eCb A0 TeX Nop, Nnoka OHN He OTOOXHYT. SaBTpa BCE Nongem Ha
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oXxOTy. Bblaenun oxoTHUKOB 1 3aroHLmkoB. Korga y Hac 6yaeTt Msaco n Bce npuayT B cebsi, Mbl
MeAaneHHO ABMHeMCS aanblue. Tam, roe MHoro anyu, 6yaem genatb npuBarnbl M oTAbIXaTb. Ckaxu
WM, YTO €CINnN Mbl MOCTYNM Takum obpasom, To 6e3 ocobbix xnonoT gobepemcsa 0o nobepexba, n 4
3annady UM B ABa pa3sa bonblue, Y4em LOoroBapuBasniuco.

— On, on! — BocknukHyn bniobep. — B gBa pasa? O, ®nopa, noyemy Obl He NPEANOXNUTb UM OECATb
npoueHToB? 370 e belueHble aeHbrn!

— 3aTKHUCb, NpUAYPOK, — Nepebun ero Kpackn, n Bno6ep MmomeHTanbHO 3amonyarn, npoaornxkas
O[JHaKoO packaumMsaTbCs B3aa-Brnepes M HeogobpUTENbHO NoKaunBaTb rofoBOM.

JInuo Herpa, yrptomoe B MOMEHT €ro npmxofa, cermyac BbIrnsaeno SBHO Beceree.

— £ Bce nepenam, — ckasan oH. — [lymato, 4To y Bac He ByaeT HuMKaknx npobnem.

— OTnnyHo, — nponsHecna ®nopa, — ngn n nepegan. Herp noBepHyncs u ywen.

— Hy BOT, — ¢ obneryeHnem B3goxHyna AeByLUKa, — KaXKeTCs, NOABUICA Kakon-TO NPOCBeT.
— 3annaTtutb BoBonHe! — He yHUMmancs bnobep. — Oro! 310 BeAb y>KaCHO pacToumMTeNbHO!

Ha cnegnytollee yTpo Bce GbIfio roToBO AN 0X0Tbl. Herpbl Tenepsb ynbibanuck, npeaskyluas
0bubHYO Tpanesy, 1 Becero nenv, oTnpasnsasich B AXyHrNu. drnopa pasgenvna ux Ha Tpu rpynnbl
OXOTHMWKOB 1 3aroHLUMKOB. YacTb HerpoB conpoBoxaana 6enbix, Hecs UX opyxue, a HebornbLUIOW
oTpsaa 6bin ocTaBneH Ans oOxpaHbl ONyCTEBLUErO farepsi.

Bce 6enble, 3a nckniodeHnem JctebaHa, Obinn BoopyKeHbl BUHTOBKaMn. KaxeTcs, oH oanH
noasepran COMHEeHUIo pacnopsixeHns ®nopbl 1 yTBEpPXAarn, YTo NpeanoyYnTaeT OXOTUTLCS C
NMOMOLLLbIO FyKa U KOMNbSl, MPUOEPXKMBASCb TOM POnu, KOTopyto urpan. ToT akT, 4To B TeYEHME
HECKONbKMX HeAeNb OH YyCepaHO XOAUI Ha OXOTY, HO HU pa3y He BEPHYICS C A06blYen, HUCKOIbKO
ero He cmyLan. OH Tak rny6GoKo BOLLEN B CBOK POSib, YTO Nogvac UCKPEHHe cunTan cebs
HacTosWwmMm Tap3aHOM 13 NnemMeHn 06e3bsH.

OH Tak TOYHO OCBOMIN MerbYallLne AeTann ponu, Tak yMeno rpMmMpoBaricsl, YTO B COY4ETaHUN C
nopasuTernbHbIM BHELLHUM CXOACTBOM NOMy4Yunack npaktuydeckn konust TapsaHa. He yaneutensHo,
4YTO OH 0OMaHbIBan cam cebs Tak ke yaayHo, Kak U Apyrux: cpeam HOCUNbLUMKOB Obinu noau,
BCTpeYaBLUMe YernoBeka-06e3bsiHy, 1 OHN BEPUIM, YTO 3TO HACTOALMI Tap3aH, XOTs U AUBUIUCH
nepemMeHam B HEM, @ €ro Heyfa4ym B 0X0Te BOOOLLE He yKrnaabiBanuch B UX rofioBax.

®nopa, obnagasLLas }X1BbIM NPOHULATENBHBIM YMOM, NMOHMMAana, YTo celyac He BPEMSI CCOPUTBLCS,
1 NO3TOMY paspelunna dctebaHy OXOTUTLCS C KOMbeM U CTpenamm, XoTs Apyrue Bbipaxanm
HEe40BOMbCTBO.

— Kakasi pasHuua? — cnpocuia oHa, Korga ucnaHel B OAMHOYKY CKpblirics B necy. — OH Bce paBHO
He ymeeT obpallaTbCs C BUHTOBKOM, NyCTb Nonb3yeTcs nykom. Kapn v [uk — eANHCTBEHHbIE
XOpOLLUNE CTPENKM cpeam Hac, U Ha HUX Mbl BO3Naraem ycrnex cerogHsiluHen oxotbl. Camontobue
OcTebaHa CUIbHO YA3BMEHO, N OH U3 KOXK ByaeT nesTb, YToObl NPUIATU CEroaHst HE C NYCTbIMU
pykamu. MycTb eMy conyTCTByeT yaaya.

— MycTb OH cnomaeTt ceoto rnynyto 6awky, — npobypyan Kpacku. — OH cBOe geno caenan, n Tenepb
nyJwe 6bl n36aBUTLCS OT HEro BoobLue.

lE',eByLLIKa oTpuuaTesibHO Nnoka4varna rosI0BOW.

— HeT, — cka3zana oHa. — Mbl He A40OMKHbI Tak AyMaTb 1 Tak roBoputb. Mbl 3aTesnu 3To Aerio BMecTe
1 naBanTe BMeCTe AepXaTbCsi A0 KoHua. Ecnu Bbl XoTUTe, YTOObI OAMH U3 Hac ymep, OTKyAa Bbl
3HaeTe, YTO M Apyrue He XOTAT Ballen CMepTn?
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— A 9 1 He coMHeBaloCb, YTO MupaHga xo4yeT moen cmepTn, — oTBeTUN Kpacku.

— Kaxxgbi pas, noxacb cnatb, 1 6010Cb, YTO 3Ta MOKpuULA NonbiTaeTcsl 3ape3aTb MeHs BO cHe. U 5
He CTaHOBMOCb K HEMy Jo6pee, crnyLwas, Kak Bbl ero 3awmwaete, dnopa. Bbl cnmwkom nackoBbl C
HUM.

— A yX 3TO He TBOe Aeno, — otpesana dnopa. HakoHeu, HebonbLLOM OTpAa Benbix OTNpaBuIca B
DKYHrK. Kpacky wen HaxmypuBLLMIACA U 31101, OXBaY€HHbIV XXenaHnem oTOMCTUTbL OcTebaHy, a B
3TO BpeMs UcnaHeL, 3aHATbIN OXOTOW, TOXe BblHaLUMBarn KoBapHble 3aMblcibl. OH 6bIn rotoB
npuberHyTb K NobbiM cpefcTBam, 4TOObLI yopaTb C NyTH APYrMx YNeHoB aKCneauumm, 3aBnagetb
dnopon n npuceonTb Bce 30510T0. OH HEHaBUAEN nx Bcex U pesHoBan K ®nope. CMepTb Kaxgoro
N3 HNX 03Ha4yana He TOSbKO yCTpaHeHne BEPOSTHOIO CONepHMKa, HO 1 yBenvyneana Kyl Ha COpoK
TPW TbICAYM (PYHTOB.

3aHATbIN 3TUMU MbICIIIMU U COBEpPLUEHHO N0o3abbiB 06 oxoTe, ActebaH Nnpobpancsa ckBO3b rycTom
KyCTapHUK W, BbINAA Ha 3anNuTy0 COMNHUEM NOMSHY, BAPYr OKa3ancs NMUOM K nuuy ¢ OTPSiAOM
YEPHOKOXMX BOMHOB. VX BbIN0 OKOMNO NATUAECATU YESOBEK.

OT HeoxumaaHHOCTM 1 ncnyra MmpaHga 3acTbin Kak BKOMaHHbIN, COBEPLLEHHO 3abbiB O TOW POIMu,
KoTopyto urpan. B aToT mur oH gyman o cebe He kak o Tap3aHe — NoBenuTene aXxyHrnen, a kak od
oaMHOKOM 6enom yenoBeke, okasaBLlemcs B Aebpsax Adpukn nepes oTpsiAoM OUKUX TY3EMLEB,
BO3MOXHO, ntogoenos. OgHako 3TO MrHOBeHMe nonHoro 6eamonsusa n 6e34encTBus cnacno ero,
nbo cTosiBLUME Nepen HUM Ba3upu yBUaenu B BENMYECTBEHHON U MONYanmMBon urype CBOero
oboxxaemoro 6BaHy.

— O, 6BaHa, 6BaHa! — BCKpmyan oavH U3 BOMHOB, 6pocadack Bnepes. — AT0 AENCTBUTENBHO Thl,
Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn obesbsiH, MNoBenuTene SXyHrNen, KOToporo Mbl NoTepsann. Mbl, TBou
npedaHHble Ba3npwu, nckanu Tebsa nosctogy AHEM U HOYbIO!

UepHOKOXNKN, KOTOPbIN OgHaXabl conpoBoxgan Tap3aHa B JIOHOOH B Ka4ecTBe TeNOXpaHUTENS,
obpaTuncs k 3ctebaHy Ha TOMaHOM aHrIMNCKOM A3bIKe, YeM OH Ype3BblYanHO ropaunca n He
ynyckan crny4asi noxsactaTbCs nepej CBoMmMu ToBapuLLiaMmmn. 3To 06CTOATENBbCTBO, a Takke TO, YTO
cynbba Bbibpana UMEeHHO ero roBoOpuTb OT MUMEHU OTpsaaa, cnacnu 3ctebaHa. XoTa OH ycepaHo
NbiTancsa OCBOUTb AManekT HOCUIbLUMKOB C 3anagHoro nobepexos, eMy 661110 TPYAHO BECTU
pasroBop C KeM-HUBYAb M3 HUX, @ A3blka Ba3upu OH He NoHMMan Bosce. dnopa MHOro
pacckasbiBana MvpaHae o npuBblYKax U XXM3HW Tap3aHa, N03TOMY XUTPbIN ncnaHew, 6eICTPo
coobpasun, 4To cenyac nepen HUM oTpsaa NpPeaaHHbIX YenoBeky-obesbsiHe Basnpu. Hukorga
npexae OH He BCTpeyarn Takux Ty3eMueB — ANCUUNITIMHUPOBAHHBIX, XOPOLLO CIOXEHHbIX MYXXYMH C
YMHbIMU finamn. OHM OTNMYanNUCb OT HErpoB C 3anagHoro nobepexbs, Kak nocnegHne oTnnu4anmnchb
oT 06e3bsiH. OcTebaH MupaHga B camom gene 6bi1 HENMOXMM akTePOM, MHaYe OH Bblgan Obl CBOM
cTpax, obHapyxuB, 4To oTpSA4 Tap3aHa 3Ha4YMTENbHO CUNbHEe, YeM nx ackapu. Kakoe-to
MrHOBEHME OH CTOSIN Nepea HAMM Morya, NIMXOPaAoYHO coobpaxasi, Kak MoCTynnTb, MOTOMY YTO
MOHMMaI, YTO €ro XM3Hb BCELLESNO 3aBUCUT OT TOro, CyMeEeT OH BHYLUUTb JOBepue nunu Het. HakoHey,
B rOfI0B€ XUTPOYMHOMO MCNaHLUa BO3HMKITO HEOXMAAHHOE peLUeHmeE.

— C Tex nop, Kak 9 Bugen Bac B NocrnegHun pas, — ckasarn oH, — s 06Hapyxwun, 4to rpynna 6enbix
BOLUMA B CTPaHy C Lenbio orpabute cokposuwHmubl Onapa. A npocneavn 3a HUMKU 1 OBHaPYXXKm nx
narepb. OHK yxe nobeiBanu B Onape, 1 y HUX MHoro 3onoTta. Cnegynte 3a MHOW, Mbl Hanagem 3a
HUX N OTHUMEM 30J10TO.

Bnepea! — W oH noBepHyn Ha3ag kK COGCTBEHHOMY narepro, KOTOPbI HEAABHO MOKUHYIT.

Mpobupasce no Tpone B AXyHrNax, Ycyna — Ba3vpu, KOTopbii obpaTtunca K MHMMOMY Tap3aHy
No-aHrMUNCKK, Wwen paaomMm ¢ 3ctebaHom. 3a CnvHOM UcnaHeL, crbllar, Kak BOUHbI
neperosapusasnMcb Ha CBOEM Hape4vnn, HO He NOHUMan HU eANHOro crosa. A BOpyr Basnpu
o0paTaTca ¢ HEMY Ha s3blke, KOTOPbIM HacToAWwMK Tap3aH oTnn4HO Bnageet? Cnywasa 60ATOBHIO
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Ycynbl, OH YCUNEHHO pa3mbiwnan. M Bapyr ero o3apuno. OH BCIOMHUI Criy4an, Npon3oLLeaLwmnin ¢
Taps3aHoM, 0 KOTOPOM eMy pacckasbiBana driopa — UCTOPUS paHbl, MONYYEHHON
4YenoBekoM-06e3bsiHOM B CKriene cokpoBuLHMLbI Onapa, Koraa oH nony4vn ygap no rofiose u
BCIeACTBME 3TOr0 Ha BpeMs noTepsn namatb. OctebaH NnoHMmar, Y4To OH 340POBO PUCKYET, HO B
CMNOXMBLUENCS CUTyauUn 3TO OblfT €AMHCTBEHHbIN BbIXOA,.

— Tbl NOMHULLB, — CNPOCKI OH, — Clly4aKn, KOTOPbIXN Npou3oLlen co MHon B ckriene Onapa, korga s
niawunca namaTun?

— O ga, 6BaHa, XOpOLLO MOMHI0, — OTKITMKHYINCS Ycyna.

— Tak BOT, nogo6HbIN cryvamn NnoBTopuica, — ckadan dctebaH. — Korga s wen CKBO3b AXYHIn,
nepeno MHOWM ynano orpOMHOE OEPEBO, M TshKenas BeTka yaapuna MeHs no ronose. [NonHOCTbIo
namMsiTb S HE YTPaTUIl, HO KOe-Kakne BeLm 3abblnl HAUNCTO, HaNpPUMEP, 1 HE MOMHIO TBOETO MMEHU U
He NOHMMato CroB, KOTOPbIE MPOU3HOCAT MOW Ba3NpW.

ycyna C COCTpagaHunem B3rTiAHYIT Ha Hero.

— Ax, 6BaHa, cepauy Ycynbl neyanbHOo crnylwaTtb Takoe. OTO NOCTENEHHO NPONAET, KaK U B NPOLUSIbIN
pas, a noka s, TBOW BEPHbIN Ycyna, Oyay TBOen namsThbio, korga notpebyertca Yto-Hmbyab
BCMOMHUTb.

— OTnunyHo, — ckasan JcTebaH. — Pacckaxu 06 aToM ocTanbHbIM, YTOObLI OHM BbINK B Kypce Aena u
pobaBb, YTO 51 3a0bInT M HEKOTOpPbIE ApYyrve Bewun. Hanpumep, 9 He NOMHIO Aoporu gomon n 6e3 Bac
He gonagy. Ho rmaBHOe, 3TO CKOPO NPOMAET, N 1 CHOBa CTaHy caMyMM COGoMN.

— TBou npegaHHblie Ba3npu 6yﬂ,yT C HETEepneHneM xXgaTb 3TOro CHacTiiMBOro MOMeHTa.

Mpubnuxasacs kK narepto, Mupanga npegocreperatoLle NogHAN pyKy 1 nonpocun Ycyny nepegartb
npukas cobnogaTbe OCTOPOXHOCTb. BCKope OTpsa OCTaHOBUIICA Ha Kpatko NOMSHbI, OTKYAa XOPOLLO
Oblnia BUgHa n3ropodb M NonaecAaTka nanaTok, OXpaHaeMblX HeBOMNbLLIMM OTPSIAOM ackapw.

— Korga oHu yBMAOSAT, YTO HAaC MHOFO, OHM He ByayT conpoTUBNATLCS, — ckasan dctebaH. — Mo
MOEMY CUrHany OKpY>KUM narepb, U Tbl CKaXellb MM, YTo Tap3aH 13 nnemMeHn o6esbsiH npuen co
CBOVMM Ba3npu 3a 30510TOM, KOTOPOE OHM YKpanu. Ho Mbl NIPOCTMM MX U NOLLAAMM, ECITN OHU
ybepyTcs oTcioaa HeMeaieHHO Y HUKOraa He BEpPHYTCS.

OcTtebaH Mor fnerko npukasaTtb Ba3vMpu HanacTb Ha narepb U nepedbutb BCeEX ackapu, HO B €ro
XUTPOYMHOM MO3ry 3apoanncs KoBapHbI nnaH. OH xoTen, 4Tobbl YEpPHOKOXNE BUOENN €r0 C
Ba3upu 1 3aTem pacckasanu dnope n ee COOOLHNKAM TO, YTO OH peLun coobLLMTb OQHOMY K3
ackapu, noka Basvpu 6ygyT cobmpaTb 30M10Tbl€ CUTKN B farepe.

OcTtebaH npukasan Ycyrne okpyXuTb narepb 1 npeaynpeauTs Basupu, YTobbl OHM HE NOKa3blBanuchb,
noka OH He BblAeT Ha nonsiHy. MotpeboBanocb MUHYT NSTHaAUAaTb, YTOObI paccTaBUTb NOAEN,
3aTeM Ycyna BepHyIcs U JONOXNWM, YTO BCE rOTOBO.

—lo B3Maxy MOEeW PYKM Bbl AOJTKHbI BbICTYNMUTb Bnepea, — npeaynpeaunn OctebaH n meaneHHo
AOBUHYICA K NOJi1dHe.

OauH 13 ackapu, 3ametmB JOctebaHa, 6e3pasnuyHo cnegun 3a ero npudnmkeHnem. Vicnaxeu
caenan HeCKOJbKO LLaroB 1 OCTaHOBWUICA.

-4 Tap3aH N3 nnemeHn obesbsiH, — ckasan oH. — Baw Jlarepb OKpy>XeH MOUMU Ba3npu. Ecnu Bbl He
OKaxxeTe CornpoTmuBIieHnd, Mbl He TPOHEM Bac.

OH B3MaxHyI pyKon, N TYT Xe n3-3a KyCTOB, OKpYy>XaBLLUUX Nnarepb, BbICKOYNJ10 MATbAECAT POCIIbIX
BOUHOB. I'IeperlyraHHble ackKapun cxXBaTuJIMCb 3a BUHTOBKW.
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— He cTtpensatb! — npukasan 3ctebaH. — MHaye Mbl nepebbem Bac BCex 40 OLHOrO.
OH nogowen nobnuwxe, 1 Basmpu, OKPY>XUIn narepb NiiOTHOM LiENbHO.
— [MoroBopu ¢ HUMK, Ycyna, — Benen ucnaHew,. YepHOKOXniA WarHyn snepea.

— Mbl Basupu, — KpUKHYI OH. — A 9TO Hall X0358MH — Tap3aH 13 nnemeHun obesbsH, Nosenutens
MKyHrnen. Mbl npuwnv BEpHYTb 30/10TO, KOTOPOE Bbl YKpanu ua cokposuwHmy Onapa. Ha cen pas
Mbl MOLaANM Bac Npu yCroBuK, YTO Bbl HEMEANEHHO MOKUHETE 3Ty CTpaHy 1 HUKorga 6onblue crofa
He BepHeTech. [lepeganTe aTo Bawmm xo3sieBaM. Ckaxute um, yto TapsaH BMAUT BCe, U €ro
BepHble Ba3npu Bcerga psagom. bpocante BUHToOBKM!

ACKapVI Obinn padbl oTAenaTbCA Tak J1IErKO U |'|06pocan|/| BUHTOBKMU. qepes MWUHYTY Ba3npu BOLLSIN B
narepb " nNo rnpukKasy OctebaHna MPUHAITINCb CO6I/IpaTb 30mM0Tble cnUTKK. oka OHM BbINKn 3aHATLI
3TUM, NCNaHeL nogoLuest K ackapu, KOTOprI7I, Kak OH 3Han, Brnagen aHrinmncknuMm.

— [Mepenan cBoeMy X035IMHY, — Ha4an oH, — NYCTb OH BrarogapuT munocepane Tap3aHa, KOTOpPbIN
OepeT B AeHb TONbKO OOHY XKXEPTBY 3a BTOPXXEHWE B €r0 CTpaHy U Kpaxky CokpoBuLl,. Yenoseka,
KOTopbI BblaaBan cebs 3a Tap3aHa, 8 youn n Teno ero yHecy ¢ cobon, 4tobbl 6pocutb Ha
cbefeHue neeaMm. lNepegan nm, 4to TapsaH NPOCTUN UM axe UX Noasioe KoBapCTBO, HO TOSTbKO
npw yCrnoBuKn, YTO OHM HMKOraa 6ornblle He BepHYTCA B ApUKy 1 He pasbonTatoT cekpeTta Onapa.
TapsaH 1 ero Basvpu BUOAT U 3HAKOT BCE, N HN OOMH YENOBEK HE CMOXET NPOHUKHYTL B Adpuky 6e3
BegomMa Tap3aHa. OHu ewle He noknaanu JIoHOoHa, a s yXKe 3Han, YTo OHM nosaBsaTca. Nepenan v
aTo!

nOTpe6OBaJ'IOCb HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, 4YTOObI CO6paTb 30151070, 1 BCKOpe, OCTaBuB He rnpuliealnx B
cebs ot N3yMIneHund ackapu, otpaa Ba3vipu BO rmaee C Tap3aHOM, NX XO3ANUHOM, UCHEI3 B XKYHIMAX.

Bo BTOpOIA nonoBuHe aHA dropa n YeTBepo Genbix, OKPY)XEHHbIE AOBOMbHbLIMU, CMEHLLIMMNCS
Herpamu, BO3BpaLLanucb C 0XOTbl, HArpy>XeHHble TPoesMU.

— Tenepsb, Korga Tel pykoBoAULLb aKkcneanuuen, dnopa, — rosopun Kpacku, — popTyHa BHOBb
ynbibaeTtca Ham. C nNOTHO HAaBUTLIMK XXUBOTaMM OHW NONAYT BNEpen ropasgo Becernee.

— [la n y MeHs HacTpoeHue yny4ywunnock, — yneldHyncsa brobep.
— Tak n 6ygert, yepT nobepun, — BypkHyn TopH. — YMHas Bbl XXeHLnHa, dropa, ckaxy s BaMm.
— Y710 32 gbsABONbLMHA! — BOAPYr BOCKNMKHYIN [1ebn3, — YTo cnyymnock ¢ HaWwmMmn YepHoMasbiMn?

W oH yKazar pyK0|7| B CTOPOHY narep4, KOTOprl71 yXKe BUaHernca snepean n 3 KOtToporo Gexanu
B036y>K,D,eHHbIe acCKapu, 4YTO-TO OTHAAHHO Kpu4a.

— 3paecb 6bin Tap3aH 13 nnemenn obesbsH! — kpuyanu ackapu. — OH NpUxoaun co BCEMU CBOUMM
Ba3npu — Lienow Tbicsyen cBupenbix BOMHOB. Mbl cpaXanucb, HO OHM oJonenu u ywnu, 3abpas Bce
3onoto! Tap3aH U3 nnemeHn o6e3bsiH cKkasan MHe nepen yxo4om cTpallHble crioBa. OH ckasarn, 4to
ybun ogHoro u3 Bawnx, KOTOpbIM OcMenuearncs HasbiBaTb ceba Tap3aHom. Mbl HUYero He
noHnmaem. OH yrpoxan yéutb 1 Hac 1 Bac, ecnm Mbl He YoepeMcs U3 3TON CTpaHbl.

— Tak s n 3Han! — BexnunHyn bnobep. — 3onoTo ucyesno. Ou, on!
3artem Bce 3aroBopunum Xxopom, noka dnopa He npukasana um 3amonyaTb.

— Wpewm! — ckasana oHa cTapluemy 13 ackapu. — BepHemcs B narepb, 1 TaM Tbl CIIOKOWUHO U
noapobHo pacckaxellb 060 BCEM, YTO MPOM3OLLISIO.

OHa BHMMaTenbHO BbiCyLLana pacckas, a 3aTeM OCTOPOXHO Paccrnpocina O HEKOTOPbIX
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nogpobHocTsAX. HakoHeL oHa OTnycTuna ackapu, 1 BEpHynach K CBOMM COOBLLHMKaM.

— MHe Bce ICHO, — cka3arna oHa. — Tap3aH onpaBurcsa OT AENCTBUSA HAPKOTUYECKOrO 3erbs,
nocregosarn 3a Hamu CoO CBOMMW Basupu, nonman dctebaHa, youn, oTbickan Halw narepb, 3abpan
30n0T70 1 ywen. [lymato, Ham 300pOBO NOBE3ET, €CrM Mbl CYMEEM YHECTU OTCoAa HOMW.

— On, on! — npuuntan bnobep. — psasHbIN 0OMaHWmK. OH NOXUTUI BCE HaLle 30510TO, NMC ABe
TbiCAYN (PyHTOB ybbITKa. ONn, on!

— 3aTKHUCb, rpsi3HbINA eBpeN, — psABKHYN TOpH. — Ecnu Obl He TBOSI CKyNoCTb, C HamMK Bbl HAYEro He
cnyyunocs. [1a ewie aToT 6ecnomMoLLHbIM ncnaHew, YeptT ero nobepu! MNMogenom emy! XXanb TONbKO,
4yTO Tap3aH He NPUKOHYMN K Tebst BMecTe ¢ HUM. HO 51 Mory ncnpasuTb 3Ty OLLIMOKY!

- I'IepeCTaHb bonTtaTb, — BMewancs MNebns. — Hackonbko 1 NOHMMAat0, HUYLEN BUHBI TYT HET.
BmecTo pa3roBopoB HaAo AOorHaTtb 3TOro Tap3aHa n OTO6paTb Y Hero 30510TO.

dnopa paccmesnacs.

— Y Hac HeT Takon BO3MOXXHOCTWN. Hackonbko s 3Hato Tap3aHa, Mbl, MOXET BbITb, CMOrNN Gbl C HUM
cnpaBuTbCs, 6yab OH 0AuH. Ho ¢ HUM OTpsiA Basnpu, a 3TO nyywne BouHbl B Adpuke, n oHm byayT
ApaTbCcs 3a CBOEro ob60oxxaemoro xo3samHa oo nocneaHen Kkannm Kposu. Ecnn mbl ABUHEMCSA Berea
3a TapsaHoM, KaK Tbl, Npegnaraellb, y Hac Yepes Yyac He OCTaHEeTCs HU OAHOro ackapu: camo UMS
TapsaH HaBoaWT Ha HUX yxac. HeT, cap, cnegyeTt NpusHaTh, YTO Mbl NOTEPNENM NopaXxeHune.

EOouHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM cervac Hago AymaThb, Kak nobbicTpee BbIOpaThesl U3 3TOM CTpaHbl. 1 byaem
Bbnarogaputb 6ora, ecnv Bolbepemcs XunsbiMu. Henosek-obesbsiHa byaeT crneanTb 3a KaxabiM
Hawwum waromMm. He yamentocb, €CnNu 1 B 3Ty MUHYTY OH CreauT 3a HaMmu.

Bce TpeBOXHO NepernsiHynuce.

— W OH HMKOrga He NpeaoCcTaBMT HaM BO3MOXHOCTM BEpPHYTbCs B Onap elle 3a ogHow napTuei
30n0Ta, Aaxe ecnu 6bl Mbl CMOrnK y6eanTb HalMX HEFPOB BEpPHYTbLCA Tyaa, — Aobaeuna dropa.

— [1Be Tbicaun, aee Toicaum! — ctoHan bnobep. — M 9ToT KoCTiOM 3a ABaguaTb rMHen... B AHrmvn g
HUKOra He CMOry ero HoCUTb, pasBe YTO HaZleHY Ha Mackapapg, HO Ha Mackapazbl 9 He XOXY.

Kpacku monyan, onycTvB ronoBy, 3aTem BAPYr cka3ar.

— Mbl NnoTepsinu 30510TO U, CYAst N0 BCEMY, HaLLUW ABe TbiCsYW. [pyrummn crioBamm, akcneamums
noTepnena nonHoe gpuacko. MoxeT, KTO-TO U3 Bac U rOTOB CMUPUTLCS C YObITKaMu, HO He 5. B
Adpuke nmeeTcs elle Koe-4To, KpoMe 30510Ta, YTO MOrfo Obl BO3MECTUTbL NOTEPSIHHOE BPEMS U
yTpayeHHble AeHbr.

— Y10 Tl UMEeLWwb B BUAY? — NnonHTepecoBarncs ebns.

— 4 noTpaTtnn Hemano BpemeHun, 6bontasa ¢ OBasa, — otBeTUN Kpacku, — NbITasCb U3y4nTb 3TOT
6e3yMHbIN A3bIK. V1 9 MHOroe y3Han o CTpaHe 3TOro Heroasisi.

OH coBepLUUN HEMANO NPECTYNIEHWUIA, U, €CNX ero NOBECUTL 3a Bce YOMINCTBA, KOTOpbIE OH
COBEpPLUWIT, Y HEro AOMKHO ObITb BonblLe XU3HEN, YeM KOTAT Y KoLKU. OH xuTpasa 6ecTus, HO U3 ero
06e3bsAHbel BONTOBHM A KOE-YTO y3Han. A Mory ¢ 4OCTaTOYHOW YBEPEHHOCTLIO 3a8BUTh, YTO eCru
Mbl ByieM AepxaTbCA BMECTe, TO CMOXeM yexaTb U3 APPUKN C OBOSNbHO CONUAHBLIM Kanutarnom.
Xarnb, KOHEYHO, YTO Mbl NOTEPSANY 30/10TO, HO B COKPOBULLIHULIAX Onapa ero elle 4oCTaToqyHo, U
Koraa-HMbyab, Koraa Bce 3abyaeTcs, S BEPHYCb 3a HUM.

— O 3onoT1e notom, — nepebuna dnopa. — Yto Tbl y3Han ot OBasbl?
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— EcTb HeGonbluas 6aHga apados. OHKU ToprytoT pabammn U NPOMBbILLASOT CIOHOBLEN KOCTbIO.
OBasa 3HaeT Ux MecToHaxoxaeHue. VIx Mmano, a ux Herpbl NOYTN BCe pabbl 1 rOTOBbI HAOPOCUTLCA
Ha HMX B NOBY0 MUHYTY. Mosi ugesa Takoa: y Hac 4OCTAaTOYHO GOoNbLUOW OTpsAA, YTOObI HanacTb Ha
HUX N OTHATb CIIOHOBYIO KOCTb. K TOMY e Mbl CMOXXEM NePETAHYTb Ha CBOK CTOPOHY X paboB.
Ham pabbl He HyXHbI, HO Mbl NoobeLtaem nm cBoboay 3a NOMoLLb, Hy 1 Bbligenum OBase u ero
LIanKe O0II0 CITOHOBOW KOCTH.

— OTKyaa Tbl 3Haelwb, 4To OBasa noMmoxeT Ham? — cnpocuna dnopa.
— JTOT NnaH npegnoxun mHe cam OBasa, — oTBeTUN Kpacku.
— MHe HpaBuTCs 3TO NpeasoXxeHue, — ckasan 1ebns, — He xo4yeTcsa BO3BpaLLaTbCa JOMOW NyCTbIM.

N no o4yepenun Bce 3aroBopLmnKmM ganum ceoe corrnacme Ha HOBYHO aBaHTIOPY.

XI. KOI'AA KYPUTCA oMMUNAM

Korga Tap3aH nokMHYyN AepeBHI0 FOMaHraHu, Hecs Ha nrneye Tpyn NoBepXXeHHOro 6onraHun, oH
HanpaBWUIICA B CTOPOHY 3arafilo4HOr0 COOPYXeEHUs, 3aMeYeHHOro UM paHbLue. Yenoseyeckoe
no60oNbITCTBO BOCTOPXKECTBOBAO Haj NPUPOAHOMN OCTOPOXHOCTLIO 3Bepsi. OH Wwen no BeTpy, u
3anaxu, JOCTUrarlLLme ero YyTKMx Ho3gpen, nogckasbiBanu, YTO OH NpUbnuxaeTcs K Xunuwiam
6onraHn. OH owyLan Takke 3anax roToBALWENCcs NULK, K KOTOPOMY NpUMELLIMBAIICA TSHXKeNbIN
cnagkoBaTbIl NPMBKYC. ATOT apoMaT HanomuHan Tap3aHy 3anax Kypsiierocs omMmmama, Ho 6bIno
HEBO3MOXHO NpeaAcTaBuUTb, YTOObI OH UCXoausn 13 xunuiy, 6onraHn. MoxeT ObiTb, OH AJOHOCUICS U3
CTPOEHUS, K KOTOPOMY ABUrancs YenoBek-obesbsHa — 30aHns, BO3BEAEHHOro pykamu niogen. A
BAOPYT Ntoan Bece elle obuTaloT Tam? Ho HKM pasy cpean MHOXeCTBa 3anaxoB, AOXOAMBLUMX 0 ero
Ho3gpen, Tap3aH He ynaBnmnBan HU Manenwero Hameka Ha npucyTcTeme 6enoro Yenoeeka.

3anax ycunmearcd, n TapsaH NOHAS, 4YTO I'IpI/I6J'II/I)KaeTCFI K 6onraHu.

YenoBek-00e3bsiHa B3oOpancs co cBoeun Howen Ha aepeBo, YTobbl He 0BHapyxunTb cebs, n Bckope
CKBO3b YCTYH NIUCTBY yBUAE BbICOKYIO CTEHY, @ 3@ HEN CTpaHHOe 3arago4HOe COOPYXEeHne
HEMNOCTMXNUMOW apXmUTeKTypbl. M13-3a cTeHbl Joxoamn 3anax 6onraHn, CMeLLaHHbIA C 3anaxom
dbummama, HanoMmMHaBLLIEro 3anax nagaHa. Kpome Toro, kK cBoeMy yamBneHuto, Tap3aH SBCTBEHHO
owlyTun 3anax Hymbl-nbBa. [lepeBbs nepen cTeHom 6binm BoipyOneHbl, U HU O04Ha BeTKa He cBucana
Hag Hen. Tap3aH npobpancs Kak MOXHO BnvKe M C BbICOTbl CYMEn 3arfsiHyTb Yepes CTeHY.

Coopy>xeHune BbIS1I0 OrPOMHbBIM, U COCTOSNO N3 HECKOSMBbKUX NOCTPOEK, BO3ABUIHYThIX, MO-BUANMOMY,
B pasHble anoxu. Cyasa no BCeMy, apXMTEKTOpbl MeHbLLE BCEro 3ab0Tunmcb 0 COpasMepPHOCTH
yacTen n obLien rapmoHnn: He BbiNo ABYX NOXOXMX JOMOB, OQHAKO 3Ta MeLlaHWHa npyaasana
BCEMY COOPYXXEHMIO HeKoe ovapoBaHmne. OHO MOKOMIOCh HA MCKYCCTBEHHOM NocTaMeHTe yToB
AECATU B BbICOTY, M OT BXOA4A BHU3 CnycKanach LMpokasi nectHuua. Bokpyr pocnu KycTbl 1
AepeBbs, a ogHa 13 balueH 6bina LenvkomM yeuTta nnowomM. HakoHel, Bce coopyxeHne 6bino
foraTo yKpalleHO: Ha NoNMPoBaHHbIX 6nokax u3 rpaHMTa BUgHenacb Mo3avka u3 3onota u
AparoueHHbIX KaMHEN, CBEpKaBLLasa U NnepenuBaBLlascsa Ha conHue. bnvxke k cteHe packMHyNUCb
cagbl 1 oropofbl, rae paboTanu Takume e Herpbl, Kakux OH BCTPETUI B AEPEBHE, B KOTOPOM
octaBus J13. Tam BbInu Kak My>UMHbI, TaK U XeHLWMHbl. Mexay HUMN pacxaxusarnu
ropunnonogobHble cywecTBa, NOXOXNe Ha Toro, Yen Tpyn Tap3aH Tawmn cenyac Ha nnede. Ho oHu
He BbINOSTHANN HUKAKOM paboThbl 1, Ka3anoch, NuLb NpucMaTpusanu 3a paboTon YepHOKOXNX. OHU
Benu cebs HagMEeHHO M AECNOTUYECKM, AAXKE XKECTOKO. DTN ropunnbl 6611 HapsikeHbl B 6oraTble
YKpaLLEeHUs, MOXOXME Ha Te, YTO Bbinun Ha youtom GonraHm.
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Moka Tap3aH ¢ nHTepecom Habntogan 3a CLeHON BHU3Y, U3 ABOpLA BbILWNN ABOE BonraHu ¢
rofIOBHLIMM NOBSI3KaMW, NogaepXusaroLwmmMmm Boicokne 6enbie nepbs. OHM BCcTanu no 6okam
rMaBHOro BXoAda W, NPUoXUB PYKM KO PTY, HECKOMbKO pa3 n3ganu peskme Kpuku, HanoMmHarwme
3BYKM TPYObIl. Herpbl cpasy e npekpatunun paboTy n NocneLwwmnmn K NogHOXMI0 NeCcTHUUbI. 34ecb
OHM BCTanu B psg no o6e CTopoHbl NECTHULbLI. BonraHn nogHANMCL NOBbILLE U 3aHANN MECTa Ha
nnowaake nepeq BXo4aom Bo ABopel. Bapyr nsHytpm pasganncb BHOBb 3BYKM TPYObI, U Yepe3
MUHYTY Tap3aH yBugen npoueccuio. Bo rmase wnu 6onraHn no YyeTbipe B pag. VX ronosbl 6binm
yKpalleHbl NepbaMK, a B pykax oHu aepxanu gybuHkn. 3a HuMu cnegosanu asa tpybava, a
cnefom, dytax B ABaguaTtu, waran orpoOMHbIA C YepHOUW rPUBOK NEB, KOTOPOTro BENU YeTbIpe
30POBEHHbIX HErpa, no ABOE C KaXKAoW CTOPOHbI, AepKa B pykax 30510Tble Lenu, TAHYBLUNECS K
CBepKaBLUeMY arima3amMu OLLEVHUKY Ha Llee 3BepS.

3a nbBOM WO ele ABaauaTb 6onraHy no YyeTblipe B psg. OHM HECNN B pyKax KOMbs: TO N Ans
3alMThI NbBa OT NOAen, To NN HA0BoPOT — 3TOro Tap3aH NOHATbL HE MOT.

MNMoBeneHne GonraHn, CTosWMX No 6okaM, BblpaXarno UCKMYUTENBHYH NOYTUTENBbHOCTb MO
OTHOLLIEHMIO KO NbBY, MO0 OHWU CKMOHSNMUCL B HU3KOM MOKIMOHe, koraa Hyma npoxoaunn mmumo. Koraa
3Bepb AoLLUer 40 NepBON CTYNEeHbKM NeCTHULbI, MPOLLECCUsi OCTaHOBMIACh, U FTOMaHraHu BHU3Y
cpasy e nanv Huu. Hyma, koTopblii IBHO BbIn CTapbiM NbBOM, CTOSIT HEMOABWXXHO, pasrnsabiBast
pacnpocTepTbix Nepen HUM ntogen. Ero anble rnasa MmpayHo cBepkanu, 06HaXUB KNblKWU, OH U3gan
yrpoxatolliee pbl4aHue, Npy 3Byke KOTOPOro roOMaHraHu 3agpoxany oT HenoAAeNbHOro yXxaca.

Yenosek-ob6e3bsiHa Haxmypun 6poBu B pasaymbu. Hukorga npexae oH He CTaHOBUICS CBUAETENEM
TaKOW CTPaHHOW CLIEHbI, TAKOrO YHKEHUS YenoBeka nepen 3Bepem.

Baopyr npoueccus BHOBb ABUHYNACch BNepea, CnycTunack no necTHuLE 1M NoBepHyria Hanpaso no
Aopoxke caga. Koraa oHM npoxoavMny MMMO, roMaHraHu U 6onraHy nogHMManucb U BO30OHOBNSANN
npepBaHHbIE 3aHATUS.

TapsaH ocTtaBancsi B CBOEM YKPbITUUW, MbITasiCb HAUTN pa3dyMHOe 0ObSACHEHNE BCEMY YBUOEHHOMY.
JleB co cBoer CBUTOW NOBEPHYI 3a AanbHUI yron Asopua u ncyes ns suay. Kem oH 6bin gns atux
nogen, ana aTMx CTpaHHbIX CywecTB? YTo o3Havano aTo CTpaHHOe nepepacrnpeaenieHme ponen,
Korga 4yesioBek CTOSI HUXKE Mosy3Beps, a Nosy3Bepb HMXKE UCTUHHOMO 3BEPSA — OUKOTO XULLIHOMO
>KUBOTHOro?

OH pa3smbIWnsan MUHYT NATHaAUaTh, Kak BAPYr BHOBb Ychbilwan 3BYKu TpyObl. OH MOBEPHYI rofioBy
1 BHOBb YBUZEN NPOLIECCHIO, HO ABUraBLUYIOCS Y)Ke C NMPOTUBOMONOXHOW CTOPOHbI ABopua. bonranu
1 roMaHraHu cHoea nobpocanu paboTy 1 3aHANU NpexHUe nosuumm, u onsatb Hyme,
BO3BpaTMBLLEMYCS BO ABOpEL, Obinn okasaHbl KOPONEBCKNE NOYECTU.

TapsaH N3 NnemeHn ob6esbsiH 3anycTuin narnblbl B CBOU IyCTbl€ B3bepOLUEeHHbl€ BOJ10OCbl U, HAKOHEU,
Obin BbIHY>XXOEH MNPU3HAaTb cebs nobexxaeHHbIM, Tak Kak He cMor npunaymatb obbACHEHNE TOMY, 4TO

yBuaern. OpHako 37O eLe cunbHemn pa30Xrno ero nodonbITCTBO, N OH pewunn obcnegoBaTtb aBopey,
N OKPY>XakLy TEPPUTOPUID, Npexae 4eM nNpoaosikmnTb NOUCKU BbiXOoAa U3 OOJTINHbI.

OcTtaBuB Teno 6onraHu 1 cnpsTae ero B pa3Buiike BETBEN, OH cTan npobupaTbes No AepeBbsM
BAOJb KPEMOCTHOWN CTEHbI, NpsiYack B ryctoi nuctee. OH 0BHapyXui, 4To apXUTEKTYpa COOPYKEHUS
YHUKanbHa Co BCeX CTOPOH, a caf TAHeTCS NoYTU Mo BCEMY NepMMeTpy ABOpLA, NULLb Ha tore OH
npepbiBancst 3aroHamu 4ns K03 1 AoMaluHen nTuubl. Tam e Tap3aH yBuaen HeckonbKo coT
KayatoLLMXCS XMXKMH, TOYHO TaKUX XXe, Kakue OH BUAEN B Ty3eMHOWN AepeBHE HakaHyHe. BeposaTHo,
3TO ObINO NOCeNeHMe YepHbIX paboB, BbIMOMHABLUMX BCHO TSDKEMYHO NaKencKyto paboTy, CBA3aHHY
¢ obcnyxnBaHmem asopua.

B BbICOKOW KPEeNOCTHOM CTEHE, OMOSICbIBAIOLLIEN BCE COOPYXEHME, BbINv NULb OO4HU BOpPOTa Ha
BOCTOYHOWN cTopoHe. OHM Bbinn BONbLUNMN U MAacCUBHbIMU, pacCYNTaHHbIE Ha caepXXnuBaHue
HaTUCKa XOPOLLUO BOOPYXXEHHOro HenpuaTens. B To, YTO B Aanekue BpeMeHa Takon HenpusaTenb
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ObIn peanbHbIM, Nerko Bepunocb. Ckopee BCEro 1 cTeHa, 1 BopoTa, U caM asopel, Obinn NoOCTPOEHbI
B rny6okon OpeBHOCTN, B 3NOXY aTNaHTOB, NpULLIEALLINX B 3TU Kpasi, YToObl pa3pabaTbiBaTb
30n0Tble pyaHukn Onapa 1 KONOHN3NPoBaTb LieHTpanbHy YacTb Adpukun. Ho cteHbl 1 Bce
CTPOEHUS BbINIM B TAKOM NPEKPACHOM COCTOSAHWUN, YTO HEBOJBHO poXXAaanach MbICIb, YTO ABOpPEL
3acerneH pasyMHbIMK cyuectBsaMn. K TOMy xe, Ha I0XXHOM CTopoHe Tap3aH yBuaern CTpouTenbCTBO
HoBOW GallHK, rae Herpbl paboTanu nog npucMoTpoM 6onraHu, paspesas n o6TecbiBasi rpaHUTHbIE
BGnoKM N NOArOHAS UX APYr K ApYry NO onpeaeneHHOMyY nnaHy.

Tap3aaH pacnonoxurncs B BETBSIX Hag BOCTOYHbIMI BOpOTaMu, YTOGbI NOHa6noAaTh 3a KU3HbIO
BHYTPW 1 3a NpeaenamMun KpenocTHoW cTeHbl. Bckope 13 neca Bblwna Gonbluas rpynna roMaHraHn u
npoLuna Yyepes BopoTa. B wwikypax, noaBeLleHHbIX Mexay OBYMS XepasiMu, YeTbipe YernoBeka Hecnm
rpaHUTHbIM 6rok. [1Boe unm Tpoe GonraHy ConpoBOXAANN HOCUITBLLMKOB, 3@ HAMMK ABUrasncs oTpsig
4YEepPHOKOXMX BOMHOB, BOOPY>XEHHbIX anebapaamu n konbsamu. Ecnu KTo-To 3agepxusarncs, ero
NOATOHANWN yaapaMm Konbsi. B noBegeHnn YepHbIx YyBCTBOBanach pabckasi MOKOPHOCTb, Kak 6yaTo
LLeN KapaBaH Harpy)keHHbIX MyroB. Bo BCeX OTHOLLEHMSAX HOCUIbLUUKM BbIrNsSAen 6eccrnoBecHbIMM
XXMBOTHbIMWU. MeAneHHO MMHOBanNM OHM BOPOTA W CKPbINUCL U3 BUAY.

Uepes HECKONBbKO MUHYT ellle OANH OTPSA BbILWEN 13 fieca u npoLuen Ha TeppuTtopuio gsopua. OH
COCTOSIN U3 NATUAECATM BOOPY>KEHHbIX BOMraHM 1 OKOMO COTHU HErPOB C KOMbAMWU U Tonopamu. B
LEHTpe, OKPYXXEHHbIE BCEMU 3TUMM BOMHAMUN, BUOHENUCH YEeTbIpe MYCKYIUCTbIX HOCUIbLLMKA,
HEeCyLLMX Ha MPUMUTMBHbBIX HOCUIKax 6oraTto yKpalleHHbI CyHAYK OKOSO ABYX (PyTOB LUMPUHON M
yeTbipex anuHon. CyHayk Gbin caenaH n3 Kakoro-To TeMHOro, NocTpagaBLIero OT Henoroapl
AepeBa, Ha KOTOPOM COXPaHUINCh Y30pbl, BbINIOXEHHbIE anmadamu. O coaep>XMMoMm CyHayka
Tap3aH MOr TONbKO AoragbliBaThCsl, HO TO, YTO OH NPEeACTaBnsAN OrPOMHYIO LLEHHOCTb ObIfIo ACHO NO
Konun4yecTBy oxpaHbl. CyHAyK 6bin 4OCTaBNeH NPSMO B OrPOMHY0 GaLlHI0, YBUTYIO MIIOLLOM, BXOZ, B
KoTopyto Tap3aH 3ameTun elle paHblle, — 3TO Obina TsKenas, MacCuBHasi ABEpPb, Takas e, Kak U1
BOCTOYHble BopoTa. [1pn nepBo xxe BO3MOXHOCTM Tap3aH BEPHYICSA K TOMY MECTY, r4e OH OCTaBun
Tpyn 6onraxun. MNepebpocmB ero Yepes nnevo, YenoBek-obe3bsHa nocneLmn obpaTHo |,
oKas3aBLUMCb HaJ TPOMOW Hedaneko OT BOCTOYHbLIX BOPOT, COpOCU TENO BHU3 Kak MOXHO Brvxe K
BOpOTaM.

— Tenepb, — nogyman Tap3aH, — NycTb 60MAraHy NONOMatoT rofloBYy Hag TEM, KTO Xe youn umx
cobparTa.

Mpobupasicb Ha ro-BoCTOK, YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa obpancs 4o rop, BO3BbILWALWMXCS N03aan
ABopua anmasoB. EMy npuxoamnocb 4acTto natu BKPYrosyto, A4abbl n3bexaTb BCTpeym ¢ Tysemuamm
n 6ecuncneHHbIMK rpynnamm 6onraHn, CHyHLWUMM Yepes nec Bo Bcex HanpasneHusix. OKono
NoMNyaHSA OH JOCTUM MOAHOXUSA FrOp, BEPLUMHBLI KOTOPbIX BbICOKO B34bIManunchb Hag CTPOEBLIM N1ECOM,
pocLumx no cknoHam. OH XOpOoLUO pa3nuyan Tpony, BeAyLuyto K rny6oKoMy KaHbOoHY. Tap3aH
CNyCTUNCS C AePEBLEB U, NOMNb3YSICb MOPOCHbIO, POCLLEN BAOSb TPOMbI, cTan 6eclymHo
npobupaTbCsi B CTOPOHY rop. bonbLuyto yacTb NyTu oH Obin BbIHYXAEH MATK Yeped 3apocnu, Mo no
Tpone Bce BPEMsi CHOBanv roMaHranu u 6onrann. Tyga oHW WM ¢ NyCTbIMU pyKamu, a obpaTHO
BO3BpaLlanucb, Hecst 6rioku rpaHuTa. Yem ganblue B ropbl nogHMMancsa Tap3saH, TeM pexe
CTaHOBMIICS KyCcTapHMK. C O4HON CTOPOHbI, 3TO obneryano NnpoaBMxXeHne, ¢ Apyron — Bo3pacrana
ONacHOCTb ObITb OBHAPYXEHHbIM.

OpaHako 3BepUMHOE YyTbe N CHOPOBKA, NONTyYEHHasA B [AXKYHIIIAX, NO3BONANN eMy OCTaBaTbCA
He3ame4eHHbIM TaM, rae nboro apyroro gaBHo 6bl 06Hapyxunu. Bekope Tap3aH yBuaen nepea
cobon y3koe yulenbe He bonee ABaauaT yTOB B LUMPUHY C rOfbIMKU, JIULLEHHBIMA
pPacTUTENbHOCTN CKITOHaMU. YKpbITbCSA ObINo Herge, n YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa NOHSAM, YTO BXOAUTb B
yliernbe Hemnb3sa: ero MOMeHTanbHO MOrnn obHapyXuTb. MpMLWIoCk ATK OKONbHLIM NyTeM. 3a
yuwienoem Tap3aH yBugern CknoH OrpOMHOM ropbl, BECb UCMNELLPEHHbIN OTBEPCTUSIMU, KOTOPbIE HE
MoK BbITb HAYEM MHBIM, Kak BXo4amu B TyHHenu. K HekoTopbiM Benu rpybble AepeBsiHHbIE
NEeCTHUUbI, OT TEX, YTO MOBbILLE, BHWU3 CNyCKaNnCb BEPEBKN. 3 TyHHeNen BbIXOAUNN HErpbl C
MeLLKaMWN B pyKax 1 CCbiNanu n3 HUX 3emIiio B 00LLYHO Ky4y psiAOM C PeYyLLKON, MpoTeKaBLUen no
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AHY yulenbs. [lpyrue Herpbl, Nog NPMCMOTPOM BOMraHn, 3aHMManMcb NPOMbIBKOW FPYHTa, HO YTO
OHW HagesnUcb HauTU UNn YTo Haxoaunu, Tap3aH He Mor pasrnsaeTb. Ha gpyrom cknoHe ¢
BbIPYOGNEeHHbIMU OT OCHOBaHUS A0 BEPLUMHbI yCTynamu bbina opraHM3oBaHa nobblya rpaHuTa B
FMraHTCKOM KaMeHONoMHe. 3ecb OOHaXeHHble Ty3eMLbl TPYAUNUCh Noa HaA30pPOM AUKOro
oonranHm.

Heckonbko MUHYT Ha6J'I}O,D,eHI/IFI y6e,u,mnm Tap3aHa B TOM, 4YTO Tpona, no KOTOpOl71 OH Len,
KOHYaliaCb B 3TOM TYIMNUKe, NO3TOMY OH I'IOI'IpO6OBaJ'I nonckaTtb 06xoaHble nyTn 4Yepeas ropol.

OcTtaToK AHS 1 NOYTK BECb CrieayoLnin YenoBek-o6e3bsHa NOCBATUI MOMCKaM, HO B KOHLIE KOHLIOB
ybeauncs B TOM, 4TO B 3TOM HarnpasreHum Bbixoga HeT. OH pelunn BepHyTbCS Hasaj U
nonpoboBaTb BMecTe ¢ J1a nponTtu Yyepes gonuHy Onapa nog NOKPOBOM HOYHOW TEMHOTDI.

Ha pacceeTte Tap3aH gobpancsa oo Ty3eMHOW OepPEBHU, rae oH octasun J1a.

OpHoro B3rnsga 66110 4OCTAaTOYHO, YTOObLI NOHATL, YTO CYYUITOCh YTO-TO Hegobpoe: BopoTa Obinu
LUMPOKO pacnaxHyTbl, @ B CAaMOW AepeBHE He HabMnaanocb HUKAKNUX NPU3HAKOB XMU3HU.
OcrTeperasicb BO3MOXHOW 3acafbl, Tap3aH OCTOPOXHO OCMOTPESCS Npexae, Yem CnyCTUTbCA B
ceneHne. OH BbICTPO onpeaenun, YTO AEPEBHS NYCTYET yXKe He MeHee CYTOK. [loabexan K XuxuHe,
oTBefeHHon ang J1a, oH B3oOparncs no BepeBke N OOHaPYXUI, YTO XxMHa nycTta. CnycTMBLUNCH
BHU3, YenoBek-ob6e3bsiHa NpuHsancs obcnegoBaTb AEPEBHIO B MOMCKAX Krtova K pasragke. OH
OCMOTPEN HECKONbKO XMXMH, HO 6e3pesynbTaTHo. Bapyr oH 3ameTun cnaboe nokaymBaHue ogHOWM
13 Hux. OH BbICTpO nogdexan K XXuHe 1 yBuaen, Yto BepeBka He Obina cnylieHa n3 oBepHoro
npoemMa. Tap3aH NOLHAN rofoBY U KPUKHYI:

— [omaHranu! 3710 9 — Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6esbsaH. NMogonam K BbIXOAY U pacCKaXu, Y4To
CNyYunrocb C TBOMMW COMMeMEHHUKAMN U MOEW XEHOW — TOW, KOTOPYHO 1 OCTaBWI1 NOA OXpaHOoM
BaLUMX BOMHOB.

OTBeTa He nocnenosano. Tap3aH KPUKHYN eLle pas, Tak Kak 6bin yoexaeH, YTO B XMXKMHE KTO-TO
npsiyeTcs.

— Cnyckavicst BHU3, — NpeanoXxun oH. — inu s nogHuMychb k Tebe.

N onsatb HUKTO He oTo3Bancs. XKecTkas ynbibka kocHynack ryb yenoseka-o6e3bsiHbl. OH BbITaLLWI
CBOW OXOTHUYMI HOX, B35 €ro B 3yObl, BLICOKO NOANPbLITHYS, YXBAaTUICS 3a Kpasi fioka u,
NOATSIHYBLUMCb, NMPOHWK BHYTPb.

Ecnn oH npegnonaran BCTPeTUTbL CONPOTUBIIEHME, TO OWINGCA. B TyCKno oCBELLEHHON XMXKMHE OH
He MOr 0OHapYXWTb Ybero-NnMbo NPUCYTCTBUS, OQHAKO, KOrAa ero rrnasa npuBbLIKIN K TEMHOTE, OH
pasrnsgaen B yriy Kyyy NMCTLEB U TPaBbl.

Mooonas K Hew, OH OTOPOCUI ee B CTOPOHY U yBUAEN NepenyraHHyo HacMepTb XXeHLWMHY. CxBaTuB
ee 3a nneyu, oH ycagun ee nepepn coboi.

— Y10 cnyyunock? — TpeboBaTenebHO cnpocun oH. — Fge Bce xutenn? I'ge mos xeHa?
— He ybusan meHs! He ybusan! — 3akpuyana xxeHwmHa. — 3T0 He MOSI BUHA.

— A n He cobupatock Tebs1 ybuBaTb, — ycnokoun ee Tap3aH. — Pacckaxun MHe npaeay, 1 s OTnyLly
TEbS.

— Wx Bcex yBeJn 6onranHu, — KPUKHYJa XeHLWnHa. — OHu NpULLIIN BYEpPa Ha paccBeTe U ObIN 0YeHb
paccepXeHbl, MOTOMY 4TO 06Hapy>|<|/|n|/| Tero cBoero co6paTa nepeg sopotamum gsopua ajiMma3oB.
OHK 3HanNK, 4YTO OH Nowlen B Hally aepeBHo, U C TeX NOP, KakK OH yllen U3 Asopua, HUKTO HE BUOES
€ro XmBbiM. |_|03TOMy OHU N MPULLINK K HaM, yrpoxanu, nbitajianm Hawnx nogen, noka, HakoHew, He
y3Halin BCe.
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OHwn yBenu Bcex xutenen n TBOK xeHy Toxe. OHU HUKOr4a He BEpHYTCS Ha3ag.
— OQymaelub, 6onraHn youioT UX? — cnpocuno Tap3saH.
— KoHeuHo, oHn yBrBatoT BCEX, KTO UX paccepaunT.

TapsaH ocTancs oguH n TeM cambiM 0cBOBOAMMNCA OT MoparbHbIX 064a3aTensCcTB nepeq J13. Tenepb
OH MOr Nnerko nepeceyb gonuHy Onapa HoYbto, He BECMOKOSACH 0 Nperpagax Ha atom nyTn. OgHako
nogo0bHbIE MbICIN 1 B FTONTOBY HE NPUXOANNN YenoBeky-06e3bsiHe. bnaropoacTBo 1 NpegaHHOCTb
ObINn oTNUUUTENBbHBLIMK YepTamu NoBenutena oxyHrnen. J13, cnacas ero, noxepTeoBana paau
Hero BCeM, Aaxe caMom XU3HbIO, U cTana narHaHHuuen. To obcToaTenbcTBO, YTO BoNraHn
NoXMTUNN ee, 4Tobbl YOnTb, HE MOrMoO OCTaHOBUTL Tap3aHa. OH AomKeH BbifT TOYHO Y3HaTb, XnBa
OHa UI HeT, a ecnn XXMBa — caenaTb BCe ANs ee cnaceHus.

TapsaH npoBen uenbiii AeHb, N3y4yasi TEPPUTOPUI0 BOKPYT ABOPLIA M OTbICKMBAs ManenLuyto
BO3MOXHOCTb NPOHUKHYTb BHYTpb. OaHako Tam 6ecnpepbiBHO CHOBaNM roMmaHraHy u 6onramu.
Beyepom ¢ HacTynneHnemM TEMHOTbI, OFPOMHbIE BOCTOYHbIE BOPOTAa 3aKpbINUCh, U obutaTenmu
ropoaa pasoLnnch No CBOMM Xunuiiam. TapaaH o6Hapy»Xun, YTo HW Ha KPEenoCTHOWM CTEHE, HU
BOKpPYr ABopLa He Gblfo BbICTABMEHO HU OHOIO YacoBOro, BUAMMO, BonraHu He oxuaanmu
HanageHus n3BHe. FoMaHraHu NOAYNMHANNCH UM LLENTMKOM W MOSTHOCTBIO, MO3TOMY BbICOKasi CTeHa
3almuana gsopel, nvub oT HaberoB NbBOB Aa CryXura HanoMmHaHMeM O APEBHUX BPEMEHaAX,
Korga pearbHble Bparu yrpoxanu ux Mupy 1 6e3onacHocTu.

Korga HakoHewl TeMHOTa crycTunach, Tap3aH nogoLwen K BopoTamMm 1 Habpocun neTrno CBOeN
BEPEBKM Ha CTaTYIO NbBa, YCTAHOBMNEHHYO Ha cTtonbax BopoT. OH B3oOpancs Ha CTeHy, oTkyaa
nerko cnpbIrHyn B cag. Ytobbl obecneunTb BO3MOXHOCTb yxo4a, ecnu oH HangeT J13, TapsaH
OTOABWHYI 3anop TSXKENbIX BOPOT U cnerka NpuMoTKpbIn nx. 3atemM OCTOPOXKHO MOMOM3 K BOCTOYHOM
GalHe, yBUTOM NAOLLOM, KOTOPYIO MOCNE Lenoro AHA udydeHns Bbibpan kak Hambonee ygo6HbIn
nyTb BO ABopeL,. YCcnex ero nnaHa 3aBucen B OCHOBHOM OT BO3pacTa M KpenocTu nnwLwa, pocLlero
MoYTK 4O CaMOW BEPLUUHbI BaLLHK, U K CBOEMY BEMMKOMY YAOBMETBOPEHMIO OH OOHapYXus, 4to
NNl BblAEPKNMBAET ero Bec.

Co cBoero HabntogaTenbHOro NyHKTa OH 3aMeTu Ha camMoM Bepxy BallHM OTKPbITOE OKHO, He
3abpaHHoe, Kak gpyrue, peweTtkon. 3beras TyCcKno ocBeLLEeHHbIX OKOH, Tap3aH 6bICTpOo, HO
OCTOPOXXHO B300Oparncsi HaBepx 1 3arnaHyn Yepes NogOKOHHUK BHYTPb. B nonytemMHon komHaTe
Henb3s 6bINo pa3nnunTb HUKakux getanen. OCTOPOXHO NOATSHYBLUMCH, OH TUXO NepeBanucs
4yepes NOAOKOHHMK. Masi B TEMHOTE HaoLlynb, OH OCTOPOXHO 0bOLLEern KOMHAaTy, rae obHapyXun
PEe3HYyI0 KpoBaTb, CTON M Napy ckameek. Ha kpoBaTu nexanu TkaHu, LWKYpbl aHTUION 1 Neonapaos.

HaI'IpOTI/IB OKHa, 4Yepe3 KOTOpoe OH NPOHUK BHYTPb, BUAHE1aCb ABEPb. Tap3aH TUXO N MeaneHHo
NPUOTKPDbIST €€ N OCTOPOXKHO BbIMNMAHYIT CKBO3b Mali€HbKYHO WESb. OH yBuaen cnabo OCBELLEHHYIO
nnowanky prFﬂOVI C*)OprI. B LeHTpe nona 1 NoToJ1IKa Obinn npoaenaHbl Kpyrribie OTBepCTUA
OnamMeTpoM OKOJ10 YeTblpex d)yTOB. CKBO3b HUX npoxoaun I'IpFIMOI71 ctonb c nonepe4yHbiMN
nepeknagnHamm 4yepes KaxkObl (*)yT 910 6bINa NecTHuua, cBs3biBaoLLas pa3Hble 3TaXXn 30aHUA.
TpI/I BepTUKalibHbl€ KOJIOHHbI, YCTAHOBJ1EHHbIE MO OKPYXHOCTW OTBEPCTUA B NOJ1y, noMorasnu
nogaepXmBatb NMNOTOJIOK HABEPXY. B cTeHe aTon prITIOﬁ npmxo>|<el71 BUOHENNCb ABEPHbIE NMPOEeMbl.

He cnblwa HMKaKoro wyma v He BUasa HUKOro u3 obutaTtenen, Tap3aH pacnaxHyn ABepb U Bbilen B
Npuxoxyto. [1o ero 060OHsHMA AOLWEN TOT Xe CUMbHbIN 3anax pumMmama, KOTOpbI OH BNepBble
NMoYyBCTBOBAI HECKOSbKO AHEN Ha3aA, korga nogxoamn Ko asopuy. 3aech, BHYTpY 6allHu oH 6bin
HaMHOrO CuUIbHEe 1 NpakTu4eckn 3abvean Bce ocTanbHble, Aenas noucku J1a nodtu
HeBO3MOXHbIMKN. OCMOTPEB ABEPU Ha Nnowaake, Tap3aH Bnan B oT4asiHMe: 00bICcKkaTb 3Ty
OrpOMHYyt0 BaLLHI0 B 0OUHOYKY 6e3 cBoero ocTporo ob6oHsHUA! 3To ka3anockb He No cunam gaxe
emy.

CaMoyBepeHHOCTb YeroBeka-06e3bsiHbl BOBCE He Obina rpyobiM CaMOMHEHMEM.
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3Hasa cBOM CWMbl, OH MOHUMAI, YTO B CXBATKE C HECKOMbKMMU DOMraHn emy He BbICTOSATb, €CINN ero
obHapyxaT BO ABOpLE.

C3agu 66110 pacnaxHyToe OKHO, CNOKOWMHAst HOYb [XKyHrnen n ceoboga, Bnepean — onacHoCTH,
BCEBO3MOXHbl€ HECHaCTbsl U Aaxe cmepTb. YTo BbIbpaTe? OH MIHOBEHME CTOAN B MOMYanvBon
3ayM4YMBOCTHU, 3aTeM MNOAHAS rofoBy, pacnpaBui MOry4me nneydn, TPSXHYN rycTbiMyv YepHbIMN
BOSIOCaMM 1 peLUnTENbHO WarHyn Kk nwxkanwen gsepn. OH obcnegoBan KOMHATY 3a KOMHATOW,
noka He oCMOTpern BCe, HO HU J13, HM Kakoro-nnbo kroya ans ee nomckoB He obHapyxun. OH Bugen
npudyanueyto mebernb, KOBpbI U robeneHbl, yKkpalleHns U3 3050Ta 1 anmasos, a B O4HOM U3 KOMHaT
OH Jaxke HaTKHYsCcsa Ha cngawiero 6onraHu, HO Wwarn YenoBeka-o6e3bsHbl Oblfv CToNb 6eCLIyMHBbI,
YTO CMALWMIM He noLweBenuncs, XoTa Tap3aH obollen ero KposaTb U UCCreaoBasn KOMHaTy.
[MOKOHYMB C 3TMMM ITAXKOM, YenoBeK-00e3bsdHa peLLnn OCMOTPETbL CHavana BepxHue, a 3atemM
cnyctutbes BHM3. OH oObiCKan Tpu aTtaxa, noka He gobparnca oo nocnegHero. Ha Bcex NeCTHUYHbIX
nnowaakax ropenn CBETUMbHUKN — 30510Tbl€ Ba3sbl, HAMOSIHEHHbIE XXMPOM, B KOTOPOM MiaBanu
doutnnun. Nonckn n 3agecb He NPUHECTIN pe3ynNbTaTos.

Ha BepxHen nnowagke 66110 Bcero Tpy Asepu. Bece oHM Bbinm 3akpbiThl. [10TONOK B NpUXOXen
ABNANCS 34eCb KynonoobpasHon Kpbiwen Bcen 6awHn. B LeHTpe KpbILwmn TOXe BUOHENCS KPYribii
BbIX0O[, Yepes KOTOpPbIN NecTHULA Bena B TEMHOTY HOYN HaBepX.

Tap3aH oTKpbIN GrvKaLyo K HEMY ABEpPb — OHA CKPUMHYMa Ha NeTnsix — NepBblil 3BYK,
pa3gaBLUMIACA C Ha4yana ero NouckoB. BHyTpy koMHaTbl GbINO TEMHO, U, NoKa Tap3aH cTosn y BXxoaa
MoO&Ya, Kak cTaTysl, OH BOPYr OLLYTWUI 32 CBOEWN CNVHOW erle crnblliHoe ABukeHne. MrHOBEHHO
06epHYBLUNCb, OH YBUAEN Y OTKPLITON ABEPM HA MPOTUBOMNONOXHOWM CTOPOHE MnoLaaku urypy
YyeroBeka.

Xll. 30JIOTbIE CIUTKU

OcTtebaH MupaHaa vrpan ponb Tap3aHa nepeq Basupu B TeYEHNE CYyTOK. B KOHLE KOHLOB OH Hayan
NOHMMaTb, YTO Urpa NOAXOAUT K 3aBepLUEHUIO, AaXe NOBTOPHAasA TpaBMa yepena, B pesynbtarte
KOTOPOM Npoun3oLuia NoTeps NamsaTh, yxKe He cnacana nonoxeHuna. Ycyna Obin 04eHb HeOBOSIEH
pelieHmemM otobpaTtb 3010TO Y NOXMTUTENEN 1 3aTemM BexaTtb ¢ HUM. [la n y Apyrnx Basavpu OHO He
BbI3Bano ocoboro Boctopra. OHM HE MOrNM NOBEPUTL B TO, YTO YAap MO ronose, Kakum 6bl CUNbHbBIM
OH HK BbIN, MOr NpeBpaTUTb Tap3aHa u3 nnemeHn ob6esbsiH B Tpyca 1 3acTaBuTb ero 6exartb OT
npuLwenbLeB ¢ 3anagHoro nobepexbs — YEPHOKOXMX M FOPCTKM HeoNnbITHbIX 6enbix. Beab nogobHoe
noBegeHne Ka3anocb UM HU YEM UHbIM, KaK TPYCOCTbIO.

PasmbllneHns Ha 3Ty TeMy 1 NPoUCLLECTBUE, crnyYmnBLieecs ¢ MypaHaon OKONo NonyaHs,
OKOHYaTeNbHO NPVBENKM €ro K BbIBOAY, YTO BNepeau XayT Hemnerknue UcnbiTaHus, 1 YeM CKopee OH
npuayMaeT NpUYnHY U HageT BO3MOXHOCTb NMOKUHYTL OTPSiA Ba3vpu, Tem b6onblue 6yaeT y Hero
LLIAHCOB COXPaHUTb >KWU3Hb.

A npoucliecTBme 3akniovanocs B cnegytoweMm. OKono nonygHs OHU NpoXoaunu Yyepes JOBOSbHO
OTKpbITble SKYHrN. KycTapHuK Obinl He O4eHb ryCTbiM, a AePEeBbSA CTOSANN Aaneko Apyr oT gpyra.
BHe3anHo Ha HUX Habpocuncsa Hocopor. K naymnenuio Basvpu, Tap3aH n3 nnemeHn ob6esbsH KpyTo
pas3BepHYNCa U METHYICA K Bnukanwemy aepesy, Kak TONbKO 3aBuaen Hanagawuwero byto. B
nocnewwHoctTn dctebaHa ObINo CTONbKO CTpaxa, YTO OH CNOTKHYNCS M ynan, a korga, HakoHel,
pobexan go aepesa, TO BMECTO TOro, YToObl € NOBKOCTbLIO U rpaunen LLnTbi-naHTepbl NPbIrHyTh Ha
HWXHWE BETKU, NMPUHANCSA KapabkaTbCs MO rpoMagHOMY CTBOSY, KaK LLKOSTbHUK, B3bupatrowmimncs no
TenerpadHbin cTonb. B koHLE KOHLOB OH 6EeCNOMOLLHO ynan Ha 3eMiio.

Tem BpemeHeM ByTo, KOTOpbI HAaNagaeT, OPUEHTUPYACH MO 3anaxy UM Nno 3BYKY, NOCKOSbKY

Page 60/120



obnapgaet cnabbiMm 3peHneM, 6o OTBNIEYEH OAHUM M3 Basmpu, a 3atem, ynyctns 4obbidy, HOCOPOT,
CMOTbIKAsACb, YLIEen B ryCTOM KyCTapHUK.

Korpa HakoHeL, OcTtebaH B3obparncs Ha aepeBo, byTo yxe ncyes, a BHU3y nog AepeBoM UcnaHew,
pasrnsgen Basvpu, BbICTPOUBLUMXCS NOMAYKpyroM. Ha nx nuuax 6bi10 HanncaHo BblpaXkeHne
KanocTu 1 gocafbl, a Ha HEKOTOPbIX M OTKPOBEHHOIO Npe3peHus. VicnaHew, NoHsAs, YTO COBEpLUUI
HenonpasuMyo OLINOKY, N yXBaTUNCS 32 €4MHCTBEHHYO BO3MOXHOCTb ONpaBAaThCsl.

— O, ronosa, Mosi 6egHas rofioBa, — 3aCTOHar OH, CXXMMasi BUCKM pyKamMmu.

— Ypnap 6bin HaHeceH no ronose, 6BaHa, — ckasan Ycyna, — Ho TBOU NpefaHHble Ba3vpu gymarnu,
YTO cepaue UX X03siMHa He 3HaeT cTpaxa.

AcTtebaH He oTBETUM, U B MONTHOM MOJYaHUM OHW NPOOOIHKMIN CBOW NyTb. Tak Monya L1 OHW A0
camoro Bevepa, Noka He NpuLno Bpems genatb npvean. OHu pa3bunu narepb Ha 6epery peku kak
pa3 Haj BoAoNaaoM.

3a nongHsa Nyt OctebaH npuayman nnaH Bbixoga U3 co3aaBLLErocst 3aTpyaHUTENbHOro
MOMOXEHUS, U, KaK TONbKO OblN NOCTaBMNEH farepb, OH NpuKasan Basupu 3apbiTb BCE COKPOBULLA.

— Mbl ocTaBUM MX 34€Cb, — NMOSICHUI OH. — A 3aBTpa OTNPaBMMCS Ha NOUCKN BOPOB, NGO S peLumn
Haka3aTb ux. OHM LOSMKHbI MOMYYNTb XOPOLLMIA YPOK, YTOBbLI 3aNOMHMUNM pa3 U HaBceraa, Yto
Henb3s 6e3Haka3aHHO BTOpratbCsi B A)KyHrnn Tap3aHa. TpaBMa ronoBbl Obina eAMHCTBEHHOM
NMPUYNHON, NoYeMy s He youn ux cpasy, kak TONbKo 0GHapyXunn BEPOIOMCTBO.

Takol noBopoT Gonblue ycTpanean Ba3vupu, oHu nosecenenu. CHoea Tap3aH 13 nneMeHn o6esbsiH
cTaHoBWIICS camum cobol. MTak, Ha cneaytollee yTpo ¢ Nerkum cepauem 1 3apsaomM ontuMuama
OHM HamnpaBUNNCb Ha MOUCKM Narepsi aHrnMyaH, U NpoHMLAaTeNbHbIN Ycyna nepecek SXKyHrnm Tak,
4yTOObI NEpexBaTUTb €BPONENLIEB N HaNacTb Ha HWX, Kak TONIbKO OHM pa3obbloT Ha HOYb CBOW
narepb. Bckope oHM NovyBCTBOBaNM AbiM UX KOCTPOB W YCrblLanv necHn u 60nToBHIO
HOCUIbLLMKOB C 3anagHoro nobepexbsi.

Torga Octeban cobpan Bokpyr cebsi Ba3mpu v ckasarn:

— [eTtn mon, — Ycyna gobpocoBeCcTHO nepeBoamni C aHIMIMNCKOro. — OTU YyXXeCTpaHLbl NPULLINN
ctoaa, 4Tobbl HaBpeanTb Tap3aHy. Tap3aHy e 1 NpUHagnexuT NnpaBo Ha MecTb. [oaTomy yxoaute
W NnpefocTaBbTe MHE CaMOMYy OTOMCTUTL obuavnkam. Bosspawiantecb gomon. OcTaBbTe 3051070
Tawm, rae Bbl €ro 3akonanu, Mo npongeT HemMano BpeMEHU, Npexae Yem OHO MHe NoHagobuTcs.

Basupu 6binv pazoyapoBaHbl, Tak Kak HOBbIM MOBOPOT HE COBMaAarn C UX XenaHusiMu,
npegnonaraeBlLUMMK Becenoe n3buneHne Ty3emMLUeB C 3anagHoro nobepexbs.

Ho nepen HAMM CToAnN Tap3aH, NX BENUKNIA GBaHa, MO3TOMY HUKTO HE PUCKHYI1 BblPpa3nUTb
HedOoBOSIbCTBO HecKonbko MUHYT NMocCne peyun OctebaHa OHU CTOSANM MOIYa, HENTOBKO nepemMmHasnCb
C HOI'M Ha Hory, 3atem 3aroBopuiin Mexay cobon u, o4yeBnaHO, NMPUHAIIN KaKoe-TO pelleHune, notomy
4yToO YCyna BAPYr NOBEPHYIICA K UCNaHLUYy.

— bBaHa, — Npon3HeC YepPHOKOXNIN, — KaK Mbl MOXXEM BEPHYTLCSA K nean [kenH n ckasaTtb, YTO Mbl
Bpocunu Tebsa paHeHoro nepea NUUoOM HenpuaTensa? M He npocu Hac genatb 310. Ecnu 6bl ¢ TO60M
Bce ObIno B nopsake, Mbl He 6osanuck bl 3a TBOK 6€30NacHOCTb, HO NMOCKOJSbKY MOCI e TpaBMbl
rofioBbl Tbl HE COBCEM B cebe, Mbl HE XOTUM OCTaBnATb TeDS B AXKyHrNsAX ogHoro. Mo3Bonb xe
TBOMM MNpefaHHbIM Bas3npu HakasaTb 06MO4YMKOB, NOCIE YEero Mbl oTBeAEM TebS AOMOMW, rae Tbl
CMOXELLb ONPaBUTLCS OT NOMYyYEHHON TPaBMBbI.

McnaHeu 3acmesncs.

— £ abcontoTHO 300POB, — cKasan OH, — OAWH A He B GonbLUEn onacHOCTU, YeM C BamMu. Bbl 0mkKHbI
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noavYMHMTLCA MOeMy Npukasdy. Bo3BpaljanTtecb cpasy e 1 TeM e NyTeMm, KOTOPbIM MPULLNK cloaa.
W nanTte TMxo, 1 He Xouy, 4ToObl Bbl NPON3BOANNN MHOTO WyMa. Koraa nporaete MUHUMYM OBe
MUK, MOXeTe pa3buTb narepb Ha HOYb, @ YTPOM NPOAOIKaNTe ABMraTbCs B CTOPOHY AoMa. U He
B6ecnokonTecb 060 MHe. Y MeHs1 BCe XOPOLLO, U s, BO3MOXHO, JOrOHIO Bac nNpexae, Yem Bbl
pobepetech oo goma. Ctynanre!

Ba3Mp|/| rPYCTHO NOBEPHYITN O6paTHO Ha Tporny, no KOTOpOIZ TOJIbKO 4YTO npuwsin, n cnyctd MUHYTY
nocneaHnn n3 HUX ncyes 13 nong 3peHnsa ncnaHua.

C obneryeHnem nepeseas ayx, ActedbaH Mupanga Hanpasumcs K fiarepto CBoux coobuyHmMkoB. OH
onacarcs, 4To Hanyraet Ux CBOMM BUOOM, U ackapu Ha4yHYT CTpensaTb 6e3 npegynpexaeHus,
No3TOMy, NOAOWAS K Nnarepro, rPOMKO CBUCTHYIT U 3aKkpuyarn.

— Tap3aH! Tap3aH! — 3aopan nepBbIN YEPHOKOXUIN, YBUAEBLUMIA €ro. — Tenepb OH BCeX Hac yobeT!

ActebaH yBuaes, Kak octaribHbl€ aCKapu noBCKakalin CoO CBOUX MECT, CyAJOPOXHO CXBaTUIn
BWUHTOBKW, FOTOBbIE B N1t0OOM MOMEHT HaXaTb Ha KYPKW.

— 3710 1, 3ctebaH MupaHga! — KpUKHY OH YTO BbINo cun. — dnopa, Pnopa, NpUKaxkm aTUM
npuaypkam 6pocuTb BUHTOBKM.

Ynblbasck, OctebaH MupaHaa Bowen B narepb.
— A BOT 1 9, — cKa3an OH.

— A MbI YXX gymanu, 4to Tbl MepTB, — oTBeTuUn Kpacku. — YepHokoxue 3aasunm, 4to TapsaH ckasan
nm, 6yato yomn Tebs.

— OH gencTBUTENBHO CXBATUN MEHS, — noaTBepann ActebaH, — HO, Kak BManTe, He youn. A gyman,
YTO OH caernaeT 310, HO Tap3aH, HA0BOPOT, OTNYCTMUN MEHS B LXKYHINN. BepoaTHO, He xoTen
naykaTb B KPOBM CBOM PYKM U PELUNST, YTO [XKYHIIIM NPUKOHYAT MEHS, YTO S HE BbIXUBY.

— Tap3saH, AomKHO 6bITb, XOpoLo pa3bupaeTtcs B noasax, — nposopyan Nedna. — Tbl Obl TOYHO HE
BbDKWI B [XKYHINIAX OAMH M ymep Obl... € ronoay.

OcTebaH HUKaK He oTpearnpoBarn Ha KOSIKOCTb 1 MOBEPHYNCA K AeBYLLKE.
— PasBe Tbl He paga BuageTb MeHs, drnopa? — cnpocun OH.

— Kakas pasHuua, — noxana nnevamm geBylika. — Hala akcneguumnsa notepnena kpax, U Koe-KTo
cuMTaeT, YTo B 3TOM BonbLuas Jons TBOEW BUHbI. — M OHa KMBHYNa rofioBo B CTOPOHY CBOMX
COOOLLIHMKOB.

WcnaHeu Haxmypuncs. HUKTO He pagoBancs ero Bo3spalleHuto. Ho Ha Bcex eMy Obinio Hannesarb,
OH Hapesncs, 4to dnopa NPosIBUT XOTb Kakyo-TO pagocTb. Ecnn 6bl OHa 3Hana, 4To y Hero Ha yme,
MOXeT ObITb, TOr4a OHa 3acBeTunack Obl OT cHacTbsA Npu BCTpeye. Ho oHa He 3Hana, 4YTo OctebaH
MwupaHnga cnpsatan 3050Tbl€ CIIUTKM B MECTE, Kya OH MOXET NpuiTK B Ntobon aeHb 1 3abpatb nx. Y
MupaHabl 66110 HAaMepeHWe 3acTaBUTb €€ MOKUHYTb OCTasbHbIX, @ 3aTeM, NO34HEE, BMECTE C HEto
BEPHYTbCS 3a 30510TOM, HO Tenepb OH YyBCTBOBas cebs 3a4eTbiM U OOUKEHHBIM.

HWKTO 13 HMX He nony4nT HU neHca! OH e JoXAeTCs, Noka OHU NOKUHYT APUKY, a NOTOM
BepHeTCcs 1 3abepeT Bce cebe. EANHCTBEHHOE, YTO OTPaBASANo ero Ayuly, 370 TO, YTO Ba3npu 3Hanu
O MECTOHaxXOXAEHUN COKPOBULL, U paHO UK NO34HO OHW NpuAyT ¢ Tap3aHoM n 3abepyT ero. ATo
cnaboe 3BeHO B NriaHe ncnaHua Hy>HO BbIflo YCTPaHUTb Kak MOXHO CKopee, AN Yero emy Hy>xHa
Obina nomoub. A 370, B CBOK oYepedb, 03Ha4yarno, 4to HeobxoanmMo ¢ KeM-HMByab NoaennTbLCA
TaHOW, HO C KeM?
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CpoenaB BuA, YTO OH HE 3aMeYaeT YrproMbIX B3rNs40B CBOMX ObIBLUMX COOBLLHMKOB, UCMaHEL,
npucen psagomMm ¢ HAMKU. OH NOHSAN, YTO OHWU He padbl BCTPEYE C HUM, HO HE MOT OO BACHUTL NPUYNHY
Takoro noBeAeHns, MOCKOSbKY HE 3Han o nrnaHe, npeanoxeHHom Kpacku n OBasown, orpabutb
TOProBLEB CITOHOBOW KOCTbLIO.

HenpuasHeHHOe Xe OTHOLWEHNE OO BbACHSMNOCH NULLb TEM, YTO YHACTHUKM SKCNEANLNN He Xenanu
AEnUTbLCA C HUM Npegnonaraemon gobbiven. B KoHUe KOHLOB Kpacku pewunn npsimo BbickasaTb 3TO
coobpaxeHue.

— Cnywan, MvpaHga, — ckasan oH. — Y Hac TyT CNOXWUNOCb eANHOOYLLHOE MHEHMUE, YTO Thl U
Bnobep noBmHHbLI B NpoBarne Halen akcneanumn. Mbl He mleM Koana oTnyLweHus. A ynomsaHyn ob
3TOM LWL KaK O pakTe. HO NOCKONbKY Thbl OTCYTCTBOBAST, Mbl PELLUMN BbIBE3TU KOE-4YTO U3 ApuKu,
YTOObl XOTb YaCTUYHO KOMMEHCMpPOBaTb HaWwm 3aTtpatbl. Mbl BCe npyaymanu n paspaboTtany Hekun
nnax. Tak BOT. [INS BbINOSIHEHUSA 3TOrO NnaHa TBOM yCryrn He noTpebytoTca. Mbl He BO3paxaem,
ecnu Tbl NONAEeLb C HAMK, ECIM 3aX0Yellb, HO 3HaW C CaMoro Havyarna — Tbl He MOMy4YuLLb HUKaKOWN
AONN U3 TOro, YTO Mbl 30eCb pa3gobyaem.

WNcnaHel Wwnpoko ynblGHyncs n 6e3pasnnuyHo MaxHy pyKoWn.

— Bbl abcontoTHO npasbl. A He CTaHy HAX O 4YeM MNPOCUTb. A He CO6MpaI'OCb npeteHgoBaTb Ha TO, YTO
npuHagnexuT BaM Mo npasy.

Mpo cebsi OH ycMexHyrnca, nogymas 0 YETBEPTU MUMNNMOHA OYHTOB, KOTOPbIE OH Koraa-Hnbyab
BbIBE3€ET 13 Adpukn ona cedst ogHoro.

HeoxngaHHoe u NOKOpPHOE noeeaeHne OcTtebana YCNOKOUIO BCEX U CHAJIO HaNpsAXeHne.

— Tbl Hennoxow napeHb, — obpoayLwHo 6ypkHyn Mebns, — 9 Bcerga roBopun, YTo Thl CTapasncs Kak
MOT, 1 5 pag BUAETb Tebs 34echb 300POBbIM U HEBPEAUMbIM. H CTpaLLHO NepexuBan, korga yaHan,
41O TEBSA Yyounu. BoT Tak-To!

— [a, — Bmewancsa bnobep. — [I>KoH HOoYen He cnan, Tak nepexuearn, 6egHsKKa.
BbiBano, Be4epom roBopuT, He MOry, MO, YCHYTb, AymMas. ..
— He npeysenunyuBan, bntobep, a T1o... — npoBopyan NMebns, 6pocus B3rnag Ha bniobepa.

— A A 1 He npeyBenuymnBato, — cnoxeatunca Agonbd, 3ameTus, YTO 6OMbLUON aHrMMYaHMH
paccepauncs. — 5 npocTo XOTen cka3aTb, YTO Mbl BCE ObININ O4EHb OrOPY€EHbI, y3HaB, YTO AcTebaH
ybuT, a Tenepb pagyemMcs, 4TO OH XMB.

— WM yTO He npeTeHAayeT Ha Aonto npeanonaraemont 4o6blYn, — MpavyHo 4o6asumn TopH.

— He BonHycs, — ckasan 3ctebaH. — Ecnn 9 gobepyck Ao JIoHgoHa XnBbiM U HEBPEAUMbIM — 3TO
Oynet nydwas Harpaga. C meHsa xBaTuT ApurKkM 40 KOHLA MOUX OHEN.

Korga Bce nownu cnatb, ucnaHew, 6o4pcTBoBarn eLle napy 4acos, pa3mbllWNAs Hag TeM, Kak
HaJexHee cnpsaTaTb 30510TO TOMbKO Ans cebst ogHOro, He onacasiCb, YTO ero MoryT 3abpaTtb Ba3upu.
OH 3Han, yto 6e3 Tpyaa Mor 6bl nepenpaTaTb 3010TO He4anNeko, NOMHS NyTb MO TPOMne, No KOTOPOK
Ycyna Ben ux Torga, ogHako OH He Bbin yBepeH, 4To cMor Bbl OTbICKaTb 3TO MECTO, ABUrasiChb
nsganeka, ot nobepexbs. CnegoBaTenbHO, HYXXHO ObINO NOAENUTLCH C KeM-HUBYAb CBOEWN TarlHoMn,
C TeM, KTO 3HaKOM CO CTpaHoOW 1 Mor Bbl HAWTU MECTO, rae crnpsiTaHbl COKPOBULLA. DTO O3Ha4arno,
YTO OH JOIMKEH HaNTN coobLLHMKa, KOTOPOMY Mor Bbl JoBepuTbCHA. Ho koMy? MbICrEHHO OH
TWwaTensbHO nepebpan Becb COCTaB UX OTPSAa U MNOCTENEHHO CKITOHUIICH K NIMYHOCTU OBasbl. K
XUTPOMY Herogst-mHTpurany y 3ctebaHa He 6bIno nonHOro 4oBepus, HO ApYroro OH He Mor
nogobpaTtb 1 peLnncs 3aBnUceTb OT €ro XXaaHOCTU, HO HE OT YeCTu.
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NTak, DctebaH ycHyn, MeyTast 0 30/10Te€ CTOMMOCTbLIO CBhILLE YeTBEPTM MUINIMOHA, KOTopoe
NPUHeCeT eMy yOOBONbCTBME BO MHOMMX CTONMUAX MUpa.

Ha cnepytowee yTpo BO Bpems 3aBTpaka ActebaH ynomsaHyn, 4To 3ameTtun 6onbLioe ctago
aHTUNON Henodaneky oT Ux nareps n NPeanoXun B3ATb HECKOMbKO YENOBEK AS1S1 OXOTbl C TEM,
4YTOObl BEPHYTLCA B Narepb Be4epoM. HMKTO He BbiCKka3an BO3paXKeHuUn, MOXeT BbiTb, NOTOMY, YTO B
Aylle Kaxabli Hagesncs, 4to, Yem fanblue OH ynaeT oT nareps, Tem 6onblue y Hero OyaeT WwaHCcoB
nornbHyTb B pe3ynbTaTe Hec4dacTHOro criyyas. O Takom Ucxoae HUKTO He xxanen 6bl, MOCKOMbKY B
rnybvHe aywm oHu He Nbunn n He AOBEPSNK eMy.

— A Bo3bMy OBasy, — ckasan 3ctebaH. — OH camblil ONbITHBIN OXOTHUK CPeaun HUX, U eLe
NATb-LUECTb YEPHOKOXMX.

Korga oH nogowen k OBase, TOT He cornacurncsa uat Ha OXOTY.

— Y Hac A0CTaTOYHO Msica, — cKasasn YepPHOKOXWUIN. — Hy>KHO cnewwmnTb 1 Kak MOXHO CKOpee yXOauTb C
TeppuTopun Basupu 1 TapsaHa. Ha gBa gHa Ham XBaTUT AM4n, a ganblue 4o camoro nobepexbsi ¢
OXOTOW He ByaeT npobnem.

— Mocnywan, — wenHyn 3ctebaH. — 310 BonbLue, Yem NpocTasi oxoTa. A He Mory pacckasaTb Tebe
BCE 3[€eCb, B narepe, HO Koraa Mbl OCTaHEMCSH O4HU, s Bce 06bsAcH0. Co MHoN Tebe nonTtn byaet
BbIrofHEe, YeM FOHATLCA 3a CITOHOBOW KOCTbIO.

OBa3sa HaxMypuscs 1 noYecarn KypyaByto rofnioBy.

— A Boob6Le-To, 6BaHa, AeHb ANs 0XOTbl XOPOLUMIW, — cKasan oH. — [oxanyn, s nonagy ¢ Tobon u
npuxeavy NsaTepbix pedsaT.

Mocne Toro, kak OBa3a HamMeTUN MapLpyT U onNpeaenun Ha KapTe MeCcTOHaxoXaeHNe OCHOBHOIO
narepsi, 4Tobbl OH C UCNAHLLEM MOT X CHOBA HaWTK, rpyrnna OXOTHUKOB BbILLMa Ha Tpony, no
KOTOpPOW wWen Ycyna oT 3apbiTbiX COKPOBULL,.

Ha cnegytowmin geHb oHn ¢ 3ctebaHoM OTOLWNM OT BPEMEHHOro GrByaka 1 Bckope 0bHapyXunm
CBeXue crneapbl Basupu.

— MHoro ntogen npoLwsio 3gechb BYepa Be4epom, — cKkasarn Ogasa 30T€6aHy, HacMeLwnBo ero
orndagbiBad.

— £ HUKOTO U3 HUX He BMAEN, — HEBO3MYTUMO OTKIMKHYNCS TOT. — [JOIKHO ObiTb, OHW UMW 3TUM
nyTeMm yxxe nocrne Toro, Kak npowuen s.

— OHM NoYTK BNNOTHYH NOAOLLMM K HALLeMy narepto, a 3aTeM NnoBepHynu obpaTHo, — ckasan
Osasa. — Nocnywai, 6BaHa, y MEHS1 B pykax BUHTOBKA, a Tbl CTynau Brnepeg.

Benun atn cnepl 661N caoenaHbl TBOUMU NIIOABMU U Thl BeAeLb MEHS B 3acafy, Tbl YMpeELLb
nepsbIM!

— Ycnokowcs, Oasa, — ckasan 3ctebaH. — He cyetuch. Cenvac Mbl ganeko oT nareps, no3Tomy s
MOry roBOpuTb C TOBOM OTKPOBEHHO. DTN creabl OCTaBuM Ba3upu TapsaHa, KoTopble cnpsTanu
30/10TO AN MEHS Ha pacCTOAHMM OHEBHOrO nepexona oTctoga. S otocnan ux 4OMOn 1 xouy, YToObl
Thl MOLLEN CO MHOW U NepenpsaTan 30510TO B Apyroe MecTto. ocne Toro, kak octanbHble nony4var
CBOIO CIIOHOBYIO KOCTb U yeayT B AHIMMI0, Mbl ¢ TOGoN BepHeEMCS 1 3abepem 30M0T0, a Tbl Oyaellb
No-LapCKy BO3HArpaxkaeH.

— K70 e Torga TbI? — cnpocun OBasa. — B TOT AeHb, Korga Mbl NOKMHYNN narepb 3a ropofom
Onapa, oavH 13 Moux Nioden ckasan MHe, Y4TO Tbl Obif OTPaBNeH CBOMMU COOCTBEHHBIMM NIOABMM U
6poweH B narepe. OH yTBEpXAan, YTo BUAen 3To CBOUMM COOCTBEHHbIMM rna3amMu — TBOE TeNo
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BansAnochb B KycTax, HO, OOHaKO, B 3TOT e AeHb Tbl Oblf1 C HAMK Ha MapLue. A peLwunsn, YTO MOW
4yenoBeK cofran MHe, HO 1 BUA4EeN Ha ero nuue cTpax, korga oH 3ameTtun 1ebsi, noaTomy s gymato, a
He 6bIno nNu AByx Tap3aHOB U3 NreMeHn 06e3baH?

— A He Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn obe3bsH, — NpuaHanca ActedaH. — Hactoawwm Tap3aH B TOT AeHb Obin
OTpaBneH B Hawem narepe. Ho aTon J03bl XBATUNO TONBbKO A1 TOro, YTOObl YCbINUTL €ro.
Hapetocb, 4TO BO BpeEMsI CHa ero pacrep3anuy ankne 3Bepku. KB OH UM HET — HaM cenvac
Hen3BecCTHO. [103TOMy Tbl MOXeLb He 6oATbCA Ba3upu unu TapsaHa, nbo s He Xo4y BCTpedaTbes C
HUMUK ropasno donblue, YeM Thl.

Herp KMBHyI ronosomn.

— B0O3MOXHO, Tbl rOBOPULLIL NMpaBay, — COrMacUICa OH, HO LLIEN BCe e no3aau, Aep)a BUHTOBKY
Han3roToBKY.

OHu nownu notuwe, 6osCb JOrHaTb Ba3npu, HO BCKope, aonas oo MecTa, rae Te genanmu npuearn,
o6Hapy>|<|/1r||/|, YTO BOUHbI yLLUIIN MO ©okoBom Tpone, n Tenepb UM HeEYero ObINo onacaTbCA.

Korga oHn nogoLnm K MecTy 3axXOpOHeHUA 30Mn0Ta, OctebaH ckasan OBase, YToObl TOT OCTaBUN
CBOMX Ntogen 3a0ecb, YTOObl OHM TONbKO BABOEM OCYLLECTBUNN Bbl NepenpsTbiBaHNE COKPOBULL.

— Yem meHbLUe nogen byaet 3HaTb 06 3TOM, — Ckasarn OH Herpy, — TeM B 6onbLuen 6e3onacHoCcT
Mbl Byaem.

— Yctamu 6BaHbl roBopuT cama MyagpocCTb, — corfnacuics XI/IprII?I ‘-IGpHOKO)KMI?I.

OcTtebaH Hallen mecTto okono Bogonaga 6e3 Tpyaa u, paccnpocms OBasy, BbISICHW, YTO TOT
NpeKpacHo 3HaeT AOPOry K 3TOMy MECTY MpsIMO OT nobepexbs.

BmecTe oHM nepeTawmunm CrvTky 1 3apbiiiv UX HEMoZaneky B rycTbix 3apocnsix Ha 6epery peku.
OHu npekpacHO NoHMManu, 4To Takasi nepebpocka ByaeT nyyllen rapaHTMen oT obHapyKeHus, Kak
ecnu 6bl oHM NepeBe3nu Bbl NX 3a COTHIO MUIb, MOTOMY YTO Ba3vpu U B rofioBy 6bl HE NPULLNO
AyMaTb, YTO KTO-HMOYAb cTan Gbl 6eCNOKOUTLCS O NMEPEHOCKE CIIMTKOB HA paccTosiHUe
Kaknx-Hnbyab cta sipaos.

Korga Bce 66110 3akoH4YeHo, OBasa B3rTAHYI Ha COJTHLUE.

— CeroaHs Be4epoM Mbl He ycrieem gobpaTtbes 4o narepsi, — ckasarn oH. — Ham npuaetcs uatu
O4Y€eHb ObICTPO, ECNN Mbl 3aXOTUM AOrHaTh UX 3aBTpa.

—AsaunHe co6|/|pa+00b 9TOro genatb, — OTBETUI OcTtebaH. — Ho g He mor nm 3Toro ckasatb. Ecnu
Mbl HUKOrga Gonblie He BCTPETUMCHA, A HE 6yﬂ,y ocobo nepexmBarTb.

OBasa yxmblifibHyNcs. B ero xuTpom mMo3ry cknagbiBancsi HEKUi nnaH.

— 3ayem, — nogymarn OH, — pUCKOBaTb XN3HbIO B BUTBE C apabckmmn pa3boriHnkamu pagm
HeCcKomnbKkux GUBHEN, KOrga 30510TO OXMAAET NULb NEPEBO3KM K NOGepexbio, 4TOObI cTaTb HaWnUM?

Xlll. CTPAHHAA BALLHA

MoBepHyBLUMCbL, Tap3aH yBUaEN YenoBeka, cTosilero Hanpotue. Hox YenoBeka-06e3bsiHbl
GEeCLUYMHO BbICKOMb3HY U3 HOXEH. HeCcKonbKo CEKyH OHU C HE4OBEPUEM paccMaTpuBanu apyr
apyra. Tot, koro yBuaen Tap3aH, He Gbli HU 6onraHn, HU FoMaHraHu, — 3To 6bin 6enbii, NULWEHHbIN
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BapBapCKMX YKpaLLeHUn U3 30M0TbiX 6N1eCToK N anMasoB, CTapuk C MOPLLMHUCTLIM JINLIOM U
ANMHHOW cepon 6opoaon.

— Boxe! — BOCKNMKHYNO CTpaHHOe npusuaeHne. Tap3aH HaCMeLUNUBO Ornsaen HesHakoMua.
CnoBo, NpoM3HeceHHOe NO-aHrMUACKN, AaBano NPoCTop ANA NPeAnofoXeHNn COMTOMY C TOSKY
YyenoBeky-06e3bsHe.

— Kto BbI? — cripocus CTapuk Ha ceun pPa3 Ha A3blKE rOMaHraHu.

— MwuHyTy Hasapg Bbl ynoTpebunm aHrnmnckoe crioBo, — ckasan Tap3aH no-aHrnmMnckn. — Bol
BrageeTe 3TUM A3bIKOM?

— AX, 60xe MUNOCTUBBIN! — BOCKITMKHYI CTapuK. — Heyxxenu s 4OXnn 4o TOW CHACTIIMBON MUHYThI,
Korga CHoBa MOry CribllaTb aHrIMACKYH0 pedb! — OH ToXe nepeLuest Ha aHIMMNCKUIA, XOTS roBopus
3arnmMHasaCh, Kak YenoBek, OTBbIKLLUWIA NOSIb30BaTbCA 3TUM SA3bIKOM.

— K710 BbI? — nonHTepecoBancs Tap3aH. — W 4To Bbl 34eckb aenaerte?

— OTOT e Bomnpoc A 3aaan Bam, — ynblOHyncs ctapuk. — He 6oTecb 0TBETUTL MHe. Bbl, oueBMaHo,
aHIMMYaHVH, 1 BaM HeYero MeHs onacaTbCs.

— S vy XeHLWKHY, noxmweHHyo 6onraHn. CTapuk KMBHYI rOfI0BOMN.
— [a, A 3Hato, OHa 34eChb.
— Y10 Cc Hen? — cnpocun Tap3aaH.

— En He caenanu Hudero nnoxoro. Noka. U en He rpo3aT HEMPUATHOCTK, MO KpanHen Mepe, B
TeyeHue CyToK. Ho KTO Bbl TAkOM M Kak HaLLMW cloga SOpPOory U3 BHeLWHero mmpa?

-A- Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn obesbsH. A npuLlen B 3T Kpaa B NOUCKaXx BbiXoaa M3 OOJTUHbI Onapa,
rae XXn3Hb MOEW CnyTHUUbI NnoaBepranacb ONMNacHOCTU. A BbI?

— £ cTapbin YenoBeK, — OTBETUI HE3HAKOMELL, — U HAX0XYCb 34EeChb C TeX nop, koraa bbin ewe
ManbumkoM. A 6e3 6uneta npobpancsa Ha kopabnb, koTopbii goctasun CTaHnm B Adpuky. Nocne
ocHoBaHua 6a3bl CTaHNN-Tynb 9 oTNpaBuncs ¢ HUM B rNyOb KOHTUHEHTa. OgHaxabl 9 NOKUHYN
narepb, YTOObl NOOXOTUTLCA B OANHOYKY.

3abnyanncsa n 6bin cxBayYeH Heapy>KeCTBEHHbIMU Ty3eMuamu. OHM OTBENN MEHS B CBOO AEPEBHIO,
N3 KOTOPOM A1 B KOHLIE KOHLOB 6exar, HO, He MMest HUKaKoro npeacTaBneHuns, kyaa natu, a 6nyxaan
Mo OXKYHINsIM HeCKorbko MecsiueB. OagHaxabl 8 0OHapyxun exog B onvHy. He noHumato, nodemy
OHW Cpa3y MeHs1 He younu, HO OHM He caenanu 3Toro 1 no3xe. Buanmo, pewnnm, 4YTo MOM 3HaHUSA
nm npurogatcs. C Tex nop 8 nomMorato UM B OTKPbITUN U pa3paboTke NoNne3HbIX MCKoNaembiX U B
orpaHke anmasoB. Bce aTo Bpemsi 1 NpoXxun B 0AMHOYECTBE, HO B MOEM Cep/Le Bceraa Tennunach
Hagexaa Ha nober, XoTs, CMel Bac 3aBepuUTb, — HECObITOYHAA Hagexaa.

— Heyxxenun HeT HMKakoro Bbixoga? — cnpocun Tap3aaH.

— BbIxoa ecTb, HO OH HaZleXXHO OXpaHAeTCcs, — nocneaoBan oTBeT.

—I'ne oH?

— OTO NPOJOIHKEHME OLHOIO U3 TYHHENen, NPOXOAALLEro CKBO3b ropy B JOSIMHY.

Mpeakun aTon packl paspabaTbiBanu WaxTy B Te4eHMe A0Nroro BpemMeHu. Fopbl NpoabIpsiBEHbl UX
LaxTamu 1 TyHHensmMu. Bbllwe kBapueB, coaepikallmx 3051070, pachnosioXeH ONIMBUHOBLIV NNacT ¢
anmasHbIMV BKpanneHusiMu. B nonckax anmasoB, o4eBUAHO, OblfIo HEOBXOAMMO NPOASNINTL OAHY U3
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LWaxXT ANs BEHTUnAUUnM. ATOT TyHHEnNb 1 Tpona, Beaywas B Onap — eQUHCTBEHHbIE BbIXOAbl U3
AonvHbl. C He3anaMATHBIX BPEMEH OHUM AepXXaT TYHHErNb Nof YCUNEHHON OXpPaHOW, ckopee Ans
TOro, 4ToObl NPenoTBpaTUTL NOGer pabos, a He ANS 3aLMTbI OT BHELLHErO HEMNPUATENS, OHU
yBEPEHbI, YTO UM HEYEro onacaTbCs Taknx HeoxmpgaHHocTen. [lopory B Onap OHWM HE OXPaHSHoT,
noTomy 4To BonbLue He BOATCA onapuaH, U XOPOLLO 3HAT, YTO HUKTO N3 paboB He pUCKHeET BexaTb
B rOpPOA COJSTHLEMNOKNOHHMKOB. M0 3TON e NnpuymMHe n Mbl C BaMy 06peyeHbl HaBceraa octaTbCa
30echb.

— Kak ke oxpaHsaeTcs TyHHenb? — cnpocun Tap3aH.
— [iBoe BonraHu ¢ 4ecATKOM YepHOKOXMX BOMHOB BCerga Ha rnocTty, — OTBETUI CTapuK.
— A romaHraHu He nbiTanncb coBepLUnTb nober?

— Kak MHe pacckasbiBanu, B NpOLLSIOM TakMe NonbITKWU NpeanpuHMUManmcb, HO BCe 3aKaHYMBanuchb
Heygayen. berneyos NoBMNK 1 NbiTanu, a UX CONNIEMEHHUKOB NEPEBOAUIIM HA CaMble TsKenble
paboThbl.

— A MHOro 3gecb romaHraHm?

— BepoaTtHo, Tbica4d NATb.

— A ckonbko 6onraHn?

— Okono gecatn-ogMHHagUaTn CoTeH.

— MaTepo npoTmB ogHoro, — npoBopyan Tap3aH, — U, TEM HE MeHee, OHM BoATCA coBepLNTbL nober.

— Ho He 3a6bliBaliTe, — BO3pasun cTapuk, — 6onraHu — pasymHas paca, a roMaHraHu B YMCTBEHHOM
pPasBUTUN HeOANEKo YUKW OT AUKUX 3BEPEVL.

— Ho oHu nogn, — He cornawancsa Tap3saH.

— Tonbko BHelwHe. Tonbko! OHU He MOryT 06BEANHUTBLCS, KaK MOAN, OHU eLle He JoPOCn A0
o6LLeCcTBEHHOro co3HaHus. MpaBaa, OHM XUBYT CEMbSIMU U B AEPEBHSIX, HO 3TOMY UX Hay4unm
6onraHn. OHM e Bblaanu UM opyxue, YTobbl 3alMLLLaTECSA OT HanageHUs XULWHKUKOB. [Jo aToro
romMaHraHu He 3Hanu, 4YTo Takoe cembsi. bonee Toro, korga romaHraHu gocTuran NPeknoHHOro
BO3pacTa 1 He MO OXOTOM NPOKOPMUTL cebsi caM, OH yXOAWI U3 NIIEMEHU U KU OTAENbHO OT
ocTanbHbIX.

3aTem 6onraHy Hay4yunu Nx CTPOUTb 3arpakaeHUsl TUNa YacTokoria 1 3acTaBnsANM My>XYUH 1
XKEHLLIMH BECTU 0ceanyto *un3Hb. OHU AOMKHbI ObINN BOCNUTLIBATL AETEN 40 AOCTUXKEHUS UMM
3peroro Bo3pacTa, M0O3TOMY HEKOTOPbIE OBLLMHbI HACUMTLIBAIOT TeNepb 0 COPOKa-NATUAECATH
YyneHoB. Ho cMepTHOCTb Cpean HUX OYeHb BEMNUKA, MHOTME NOrMbatoT OT XXEeCTOKOCTM bonraHu, aa u
AVIKUE XUBOTHbIE 3abupatoT CBO AaHb.

— MaTepo npoTnB ogHoOro, — NOBTOPMI Tap3aH, — 1 BCE XXe OHM ocTatoTcsa pabamun. Kakumm xe
TpyCamun OHWU JOSXHbI ObITb.

— Bbl He npaBbl, — Bo3pasus ctapuk. — OHM ganeko He Tpycbl. B cxBaTkax co nMbBaMun OHU BeayT
cebsa My>KeCTBEHHO, HO MOCKOJTIbKY B TeYEeHUEe BEKOB OHU ObIfv NOAYNHEHBbI BorraHun, y HUX
BblpaboTanack pabckas ncuxonornd. Kak Mbl OT poXxaeHust Hacrnegyem ctpax nepeg 6orom, Tak u
OHU — cTpax nepen 6onraHu.

— OTO 0YeHb MHTepecHo, — cka3an Tap3aaH, — HO Tenepb CKaXuTe, rae CrpsTaHa XeHLMHa, KOTOpYHo
A nLy.
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— OHa Bawa »xeHa? — NOMHTEpPEeCOBarcs CTapuK.

— HeT. A ckasan romaHraHu, 4To oHa MOS XeHa, 4ToObl oHM 3awmwann ee. OHa J13, koponesa
Onapa v BepxoBHas xpuua NnameHetowwero bora.

— He moxeT 6bITb! — BOCKNUKHYN cTapuk. — He moxeT ObITb, 4TOOLI KoporieBa Onapa puckHyna
XXM3HbIO N NpULLNAa B OM CBOMX UCKOHHbIX BParos..

— OHa Obina BbiHYXXAeHa 3To caenatb, — 06bAcHMN Tap3aH. — Ee xun3Hu yrpoxana onacHoCTb,
NMOTOMY YTO OHa OTKa3anacb NPUHECTN MEHS B XXepTBY UX BOXeCTBY.

— Benwuka 6bina 66l pagoctb 6onraHu, ecnu 6bl OHM y3HaNU 06 aTOM, — MPOMONBUI CTaPUK.

— CkaxunTte MHe, rae oHa. OHa cnacna MHe XW3Hb, U S JOIMKEH NOMOYb el n3bexaTb y4acTy,
KOTOPYIO el roToBAT GonraHu.

— OT10 6e3HagexHo. KoHe4vHo, 1 Mory ckasaTb, re OHa, HO BaM He yAacTCsl CnacTu ee.
— MNocTtapatock, — BypkHyn YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa.
— Ho Bbl noTepnute Heygady u nornbHeTe.

— Ecnu 10, 4TO Bbl MHE pacckasanu, — npaeaa, To y MeHs1 HET LWaHca BblopaTbCs U3 AOSWHBI,
No3TOMY NnydLle ymepeTb 3aeckb. Ho nonbiTka He nbiTka.

Ctapuk noxan nnedamm.
— Bbl He 3HaeTe 6onranu...
— CkaxuTe, raoe XeHLlmHa, — NoBTopuin ceoe TpeboBaHue Tap3aH.

— CmoTpuTe, — cKasan ctapuk, npurnawas YenoBeka-obesbsHy cnegosatb 3a HAM. OHM 3awwnu B
KOMHaTy, 1, Nogonas K OKHy, BbIXOAALWEMY Ha 3anaf, CTapyK ykasan Ha CTPaHHYo NOCKyH BaLuHto,
BO3BbILLAKOLLYIOCSA HaJ KpblILLEN OCHOBHOIO 34aHus.

— OHa rge-To Tam, BHYTPU aTon 6awHn. Ho gnsa Bac oHa C TakuMm xe ycnexom Moriia HaxognuTbCA Ha
ceBepHOM noroce.

Tap3aH cTosn Monya, BHAMATENbHO pa3rnaabiBas 0allHio U cTapasicb 3aNOMHUTL Manenwime
aetanu. K 6awwHe MoxHO Obino obpaTtbes No Kpbiwe rnaBHoro 3gaHus. OH yBuaen tTakke BeTBu
CTapblX AePEBbLEB, KACABLUMXCS CAMOW KpbILN. 3a UCKITHOYEHNEM HECKOJTbKUX TYCKIO OCBELLEHHbIX
OKOH B camoM ABopLe Tap3aH He 3aMeTuI HUKaKNUX NPU3HAKOB »XM3HW. Bapyr oH noBepHyncs K
CTapuKy.

— £ He 3Hato Bac, — ckasan OH, — HO MHe Nno4YemMy-To KaXeTCAd, 4TO 4 MOry JOBEPUTLCA BaM.
KpOBHbIe Y3bl KPEMNKN, a Mbl EANMHCTBEHHbIE MNMpeacTtaBuUTesn Genon pachbl B 3TOM AonuHe. Bl
MOXeTe BbICITYXUTbCA, NpenaB MeHA, HO A HE BEPLO, YTO Bbl CMOXKeETe TaK NOCTYMNAUTDb.

— YCnokonTecb, — OTBETUI CTapuK. — A HeHaBuxXy ux. Ecnmn 66l 1 Mor Bam noMoub, s 66l caenan
370, HO S 3HAl0, YTO HaAeXAbl Ha yCrnex HeT, U, Kakon Obl NfiaH Bbl HY NPUAYManu, XeHLNHY cnacTu
He yaacTcs, 1 Bbl HAKOrAa He BbibepeTech M3 A0NMHbI ABOpLA anMasoB. Bbl HUKorga He yngete u
13 camoro asopua, ecnv 6onraHyn 3Toro He 3axoTAT.

YenoBek-o0be3bsiHa yCMEXHYICS.

— Bbl HaxoguTech 34ecb Tak AONro, YTO HavYanm ycBanBaTb NCUXOJION'MO roMmaHraHu, KotTopas
OEPXUT NX B BE4HHOM paGCTBe. Ecnu Bbl XoTUTE y6e>|<aTb — nongemMmTte co MHOW. Mbl MOXeM
npourpaTtb, HO Nny4ylle I'IOI'IpOGOBaTb, yeM cnaeTb B 3Ton HallHe.
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Ctapuk nokavan rosioBom.
— HeT. 3710 HeBo3MOXHO. Ecnun 6bl 6bIn X0TS Gbl OAMH LWaHC, S yxe AaBHO Bbl coBepLunn nober.

— Torpa npowanTte, — ckasan Tap3aH 1 BbICKOMb3HY U3 OkHAa. CTapuk BHMMaTENbHO CMOTPEN, Kak
yenoBek-06e3bsiHa Ao6MpaeTcs 40 KPbIlM rMaBHOMO 34aHus, 3aTeM NOBEPHYICS M NOCMeLLun no
CTyneHbkam NeCTHULbI, BeayLlen B LeHTp 6aluHu.

OcTOopOoXXHO Npoburpasick No KpblLLle rMaBHOro 34aHus, Tap3aH ABurancs MegneHHo, aenasi Yactble
OCTaHOBKW M NPUCHYLUNBAsCh, U, HAKOHEL, AOCTUI CTpaHHOM G6allHn. OH 0BHapyXun MHOXECTBO
GOKOBLIX MPOEMOB B CTEHE, CMYXXMBLUMX BXOAaMM B KOMHaTbl. [TpoeMbl Obiny 3aBeLUeHbl TSXeNbIMu
robeneHoBbIMM NopTbepamMu, kak 1 B 6allHe cTapuka-aHrnMdaHuHa. OToaABUHYB OOHY U3 NopTbep,
OH 3arnsHyn B 6onbLUyt0 KOMHATY, NycTyto 1 6e3 mebenun. B ueHTpe B Kpyrnom oTBEPCTUM OH
yBUAEN NEeCTHULY TaKOM e KOHCTPYKLMK, YTO U B BOCTOYHOW BaluHe. B komHaTe Hu4ero He 6bino
BMAHO, 1 Tap3aH npoLuen K nectHuue. OCTOPOXKHO 3arnsiHyB BHWU3, OH YBUAE, YTO CTYNEHbKU
cnyckarTcs Ha 6onbluyto rny6uHy. Kak ganeko, oH He Mor cyauTb, HO, CKOpPee BCEro, OHM BENKW B
noA3eMHble NoMeLLeHNst ABopua. Yepes waxTy 40 Hero AOHOCUIICS LUYM >KU3HM U pa3Hoo6pasHble
3anaxu, HO B OCHOBHOM BCE OHW NOrfoLanich TskenbiM NPUTOPHLIM apoMaToM oummnama,
rocnoAcTBOBaBLUMM BO BCEM ABOpLLE.

N3-3a 3TOro 3anaxa 4YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa He MOT MOMb30BaTbCA CBOMM (DeHOMEHarIbHbIM 0BOHSIHMEM,
NHa4ve OH cpa3sy Obl OLLYTWIT MPUCYTCTBME HAXOASALLErocs PsiAOM rOMaHraHu.

[MapeHb nexan 3a ogHOM U3 NOPTbEP U N3 CBOEW KOMHATbl yBuaen, kak Tap3aH NpoHWK B
noMeLLeHune, 1 cernyac cregun 3a Tem, 4To genaet Yenosek-ob6e3bsHa.

(Masa YepHOKOXEero pacmMpuIMCb OT CTpaxa Npu NOABAEHUN 3TOr0 CTPAHHOIO Npmu3paka, Kakoro oH
He BCTpeyarn Hu pasy B CBOeW XU3HU. Ecnn 6bl romaHraHm 6bin JoCTaTtouHO pasBuT, OH Nogymarn
Obl, 4TO Tap3saH — 6or, cnycTneLuMics ¢ Hebec, HO, Byay4yn CyLLEeCTBOM HeEpa3yMHbIM, HE
obnagatowmm aHTasmen n BoobpaxkeHmem, oOH BOCMpUHUMan Nuwb TO, YTO Buaen. A Buaen oH
HEe3HaKoMoe CyLLecTBO M Bbin rnyboko ybexaeH, 4To Bce He3HakoMubl — Bparn. OH AormkeH 6bin
npeaynpeauTb X039eB O HEOXMAAHHOM BTOPXEHUU, HO BOANCS NOLIEBENUTLCS, NOKa 3TOT HEBECTb
OTKyAa B35BLUMNCA YeroBeK He OTOMAEeT Ha AOCTaTOMHOE paccToaHue. Herp He Toponuncs Bbl3BaTb
BonraHu, NOoToMy YTO peLuwnn, YTo 6esonacHee ByaeT BbbkAaTh. Npuweney 4onro 3arngabisan BHU3
B LLAXTY, paccMaTpuBas CTYMeHbKW, @ rOMaHraHu TUXo nexan, Habnogas 3a HUM. HakoHel,
He3HakoMeL, BCTasn Ha CTYNEeHbKM 1 ncye3 BHMU3Y. TOoTYac e roMaHraHu BCKOYM CO CBOEro MecTa U
Bpocuncsa Yepes npoem No Kpbille ABOpLa K BbICOKOW 3anagHon baluHe.

Uem Hmxe cnyckaricd Tap3aH no CTyneHbkam NeCTHUUbIl, TeM ryule n Tdxeriee CTaHOBUIICA 3anax
cbmmmama. Bocnonb3oBatbcss cBOMM 0O6OHAHNMEM OH HE MOT, U eMy npmnxogunrocb nogomnry
NPUCINyLINBAaTbCA K KaXXaO0MYy LLOPOXY, OCMaTpuBaTb MHOIO4YMNCrieHHble KOMHaTbl BAOJ1b
LEeHTparibHOro Kopmnagopa. I'Iapy pa3 OH oCcMennica no3eaTtb J13 no nmeHu, o He nony4yun oTeeTta.

OH obcnepoBan YeTbipe NECTHUYHbIX MMOLWAAKN KU CrycKarcs Ha NATyto, Koraa 3amMeTun B O4HOM 13
NpoemoB BO306Y>KAEHHOTO M BO3MOXHO nepenyraHHOro Herpa.

MapeHb Gbin rpoMagHOro pocTa U COBEPLLUEHHO GE30pYXKHbIW, OH CTOSM, rMSAs Ha
YyernoBeka-06e3bsiHy LLUMPOKO OTKPbITbIMU Fiazamu. Tap3aH ferko cnpbirHyn Ha nrowaaky 1 Bctan K
HEMY FULIOM.

— Y10 BaM yrogHo? — 3amkasiCb, CNpoCu YepPHOKOXNA. — Bbl nweTe Bally XeHy, KOTOPYH CXBaTUIK
oonraHn?

— [a, — noareBepaun Tap3aH. — YT0 Tbl O HEN 3HaeLWb?

— 4 3Hato, 4YTO ee cnpsaTanu, — oTBeTUN Herp. — Ecnn Bbl nogeTe co MHOW, 51 OTBely Bac K HEMW.
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— Moyemy Tbl Xo4eLlb caenaTb 3TO AN MeHs? — cnpocun Tap3aH, HaCTOPOXMBLUMCE. — Noyemy Tl
He naellb K CBOMM X03sieBaM NpeaynpeanTb UX O MOEM MOSIBIEHNN?

— [la, — co3Hancs Herp, — OHM nocnann MeHd, HO A He 3Hato, No4YeMy OHK 3TO cAenann U 4YTo
3agymanu. A He xoTen naTu, MOTOMY 4TO bosincs.

— Kyna tebe nprkasaHoO OTBECTU MEHSA?

— £ pomkeH oTBeCTM Bac B kOMHaTy. Kak Tonbko Bbl BonaeTe Tyaa, ABEpb 3axJIONHETCS, U Bbl
OKa)XeTecb B MNIEHY.

— A TbI? — nouHTepecoBancs Tap3aH.

— £ TOXe QOMKeH cTaTb Y3HUKOM BMECTE C BaMMu. bonraHu Bce paBHO, 4YTO CITy4NTCA CO MHOMW.
Bo3moxHO, Bbl y6beTe MeH4A, HO UM BCe paBHO.

— Ecnn Tl npuBegewb MeHs B 3anagHio, AENCTBUTENBHO, YOb0, — noaTBepaun Tap3aH. — Ho ecnu
Tbl OTBEAELLb MEHSI K XXEHLLNHE, MOXET ObITb, Mbl CymMeeM ybexaTb Bce BMecTe. Tbl xoTen bbl
ybexatb, He Tak nn?

— KoHeuHo, xoTen Obl, HO 3TO HEBO3MOXHO.
— A Tbl npoboBan?
— HerT, He npoboBan. 3a4em npoboBaTtb, €CIiM 3TO HEBO3MOXHO?

— Ecnu Tbl 3amaHnLWb MEHA B 3anagHio, s 663yCJ'IOBHO y6b|-0 Teb4, ecnu e oTBeAELlb MEHS K
XeHLH He, y Tebs, Kak BNpo4yemM n 'y MeHd, NoABUTCA LLAaHC BbDKUTD.

UTO Tbl Ha 9TO cKaxewb?

UepHOoKOXNI 3aayMumnBo noyecan rosioBy. MeiCcrib MeaneHHoO npoBopayvmBanach B ero
NPUMUTUBHOM MO3ry. HakoHeL, OH 3aroBopwin.

— Bbl 04eHb Myapbl. A 0TBely Bac K XeHLMHe.
— Torga ngu Bnepea, 9 nonagy crnegom, — ckasan Tap3aaH.

UepHOKOXnin CNYCTUCA Ha OPYryo NECTHUYHYO NOLWAaAKy W, OTKPbIB ABEPb, BbllLes B ANTMHHbIN
npsiMon kopuaop. [Bvrascb 3a CBOMM NPOBOAHUKOM, YenoBek-06e3bsHa pasMblLLan Hag TeMm,
Kakum obpasom 6onraHun y3Hanu o ero npucyTcTemm B 6awHe. EAUHCTBEHHBIM BEPOATHBIM OTBETOM
ObI1S10 TO, YTO CTapuK npegan ero. Kopmuaop, no KOTopomy wnv Tap3aH U roMaHraHu, 6bin 04eHb
TEMHbIM, CBET NMPOHUKanN NULLb U3 OTKPbITON ABEpU, KOTOPYI OHM OcTaBuin 3a cobon. Baopyr
YEepPHOKOXUIN PE3KO OCTAHOBUIICA Nepes 3aKpbITON ABEPbIO.

— YKeHLwmnHa Tam, — LEernHys OH.
— XeHwmHa ogHa? — cnpocun Tap3aaH.
— HeT, — otBeTUn Herp. — CMOTpUTE, — M OH pacnaxHyn ABEpb.

CxBaTVB roMaHraHu 3a Knctb, 4Tobbl TOT He Mor y6exaTb, Tap3aH LwarHyn Bnepen U 0CTaHOBUIICS B
ABepHom npoeme. Mepen HUM okasanacbk 6orbluas KOMHaTa, B AaribHEM KOHLe BO3BbILIarncs
MOMOCT, OCHOBaHMWE KOTOPOro GbIfio YKpaleHO TEMHbIM Pe3HblM AepeBoM. LieHTpanbHou curypoi
Ha 3TOM NMoMocCTe BblfT OFPOMHbIN NEB C YEPHOW rPUBOI, KOTOPOro Tap3aH BMAEN LUECTBYHOLLMM
BOKpYr ABopLa. 3oMoTble Lenu celnyac Kpenunmcb K KonbLam B Nosy, a YeTblpe Herpa CTosnm
HEenoadBWXHO, KaK cTaTyu, no o6emMm cTopoHam noMocTa. Ha 30noTbix TpoHax nosaau nbBa cuaenm
Tpoe GonraHn B ocrnenuTenbHbIX 00esHUSX. Y OCHOBaHUS NEeCTHULbI, BeayLlen Ha NOMOCT, cTosina
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Na. Ha ckamelikax, paccTaBneHHbIX BOKPYr NOMOCTa, Cuaerno okono nsatuaecstn 6onraHn. Cpeau
HMX Tap3aH 3amMeTuI U CTapuKa-aHrnnyaHuHa, Bua KOTOpOro cpasy e YKpenur nogo3peHuns
Tap3aHa 06 NCTOYHUKE BEPOSITHOrO nNpeaaTenbCcTBa.

KomMHaTa 6bina ocBelleHa COTHAMU ropsAwmnx dakernos, KOTOpPbIE HE TONBKO AaBanu CBET, HO U
ncToYanu TsHXenbli apomat oummnama, KoTophblii NpecrnenoBan YenoBeka-06e3bsHy C CaMoro
MOMEHTa ero nosiBneHus Bo AsopLe. [AnvMHHbIE BbICOKME OKHA C OOHOM CTOPOHbI KOMHATbI ObInK
pacnaxHyTbl, BNyckas Nerkuii MArkuii Bosayx NneTHen Houm JkyHrnen. Yepes oTKpbITble OKHa
Tap3aH Mor BUAeTb ABOPLIOBLIN cafl, Tak kKak KOMHaTa pacrnonaranacb Ha TOM e YPOBHe, YTO U
YCTYM, Ha KOTOPOM MOKOUIICA BECb ABOpPEL, BAaneke Obinn BUAHbI OTKPbITblE BOPOTa, Beaylime Ha
cB0OGOAY B AXKYHINN, HO MEXOY HUMW 1 Tap3aHOM HaxoaWUNOCh NATbAECAT BOOPYXXEHHbIX
ropunnontoaeit. Cuna 6bina TyT 6ecnonesHa, u Tap3aH peLumn U3mMeHuTb TakTuky. OH obpaTuncs K
Herpy, CTOSILLIEMY PSAOM C HUM.

— XoTenu 6bl romMaHraHu, oxpaHsirowme nbea, yoexartb oT 60nraHn? — CNpoCus OH.
— Ecnu 66l romaHrann mornu, oHn yéexanu 6bl Bce, — OTBETUIT YEPHOKOXMUA.

— Ecnu MHe npuaeTcs BONTM B KOMHAaTY, — Npukasan Tap3aH, — Tbl NpoBefAellb MEHS1 U CKaXellb
ocTalnbHbIM FOMaHraHu, 4YTo, ecnv oHy OyayT ApaTbCs HAa MOE CTOPOHE, S BbiBEAY UX BCEX U3
OOJVHBI.

— £A-To ckaxy, HO OHM He NOBEPST, — 3aCOMHEBAsICS Herp.
— Torga ckaxu, 4TO eCriv OHM MHE He MOMOTYT, OHWU YMPYT, — Npeanoxun TapsaH.

— Ckaxy, — cpa3sy cornacuncst YepHokoxui. NMpucmoTpeBLlInCh K NOMOCTY, Tap3aH 3amMeTusl, 4YTo
bonraHu, 3aHUMatoLLMIA LeHTPanbHbIA 30710TOM TPOH, YTO-TO roBopuT. OH NnpucnyLwancs.

— MNopgpaHHble HyMbl, KOponsa 3Bepen n umnepatopa BCEro CyLLero, — npopbivas OH HU3KUM
ronocom. — Hyma cnbiwan crnoea, KOTopble NPOU3HeECHa 34ecChb 3Ta CaMKa.

Mo Bone Hymbl OHa gormkHa ymepeTb. Bennkuin nmnepartop ronofeH, OH caM COXpPeT ee B
NPUCYTCTBUM CBOMX NOAAaHHbLIX U nmnepaTtopckoro Coseta Tpex. Takoa songa Hymbl!

Pes O,D,O6peHM$I nocnblllanca cpegun I'IpVI6J'IVI)KeHHbIX. JleB ockanun KrbikK 1 3apblyan Tak, 4To
ABopeLl 3agpoXkars, ero 3rble XenTto-3esieHble rnasa, ycCtpeMIieHHble Ha XXeHLUUHY, rOBOpUIIn, 4YTO
nogobHble puTyanbl coBepLllayimnCb JOCTaToO4HO 4acTo, U JNi€B MNPUBLIK K TOMY, YTO ABJIAJIOCb UX
JIOrnM4eCcKMM 3aBepLUeHNEM.

— Pabbl, — npoaomkan roBopsiliMi, — TalMTe XEHLUMHY K BallemMy umnepaTtopy.

JleB BNan B HEUCTOBCTBO, XflecTasi XBOCTOM, pBan 3o0510Tbl€ Lernn, BCTaBaA Ha AblObl, 3106HO pesen
N pblyarn. [lonogHas croHa cTekana u3 ero nactu.

ConpoTtusnstowytocs J1a Tawmnm sce dnmke n 6nuxke kK nomocty. OHa He Kpuyana, HO BblpBaTbCA
13 Lenknx pyk He morna. OHu NpuGM3NNUCL K NoCneaHen CTyneHbKe U roToBbl Obin TONKHYTH J13
B Nanbl fibBa, Kak BOPYr B KOMHATE pa3farncsi rPOMKUIA KPUK, OCTAHOBUBLUUIM FOMaHIraHun u
3acTaBuMBLUMI GonraHy NoBcKakaTb CO CBOMX MECT.

B cneayowmii MOMEHT OHM YBUAENW NOYTN OGHaXXEHHOro 6eroro YenoBeka ¢ KONbeM B pyke, U
npexae, 4em 6onraHyn coobpasunu, YTo Kk Yemy, OH METHYI KOMbeE.

XIV. KOMHATA YXACOB
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JleB C qepHon FpVIBOI7I ABurancad no HOYHbIM PKYHIMAM C BENMMYECTBEHHBbIM paBHOAYLLINEM KO BCEM
Apyrmv obutarenam I'IepBO6bITHOFO neca. OH He oxoTuncs, NoO3TOMY HE Aenaln HUKaknx yCl/IJ'II/Il7I,
4YTOObI ABUraTbCs 6€CLIJyMHO, HO, TeEM HE MeHee, He n3gasal HU eQMHOro 3ByKa. OH wen 6bICTpO,
XO0TA n3peadKka oCtaHaBrnmBaricd 1, 3agpas Mmopay, NpuHKXmMBarncd n npucnywmnsancs. HakoHeu, oH
ynepca B BbICOKYHO CTEHY. Cne,u,yﬂ BOOJIb CTEHDI, J1E€B 06Hapy>|<|/|n NMPUOTKPbLITbIE BOPOTa U BOLWIEST B
orpaxxgeHHoe npocTpaHCTBO.

Mepen HUM BbIPMCOBLIBANOCh OrPOMHOE 3[1aHne, U3 KOTOPOro OH BAPYT yCribilan rpoOMOBON peB
pasbsiPEHHOrO fNbBa.

O6nagaTenb YepHOWN rpuBbI CKNOHMA rofnoBy Habok 1 BecluyMHO OBUHYCA Bnepes.

B ToT MOMeHT, koraa J13 rotoBbl 6binv 6GpocuTb B nanbl Hymbl, Tap3aH 13 nnemMeHn o6e3bsiH
BOpPBAaricsl B KOMHaTYy C F[POMKUM KPUKOM. fOMaHraHu, TawmeLumne J13 Ha ka3Hb, Ha MrHOBEHMWE
3aMeLLKanucb, U, BOCNOJb30BaBLUMCL BO3HMKLLEN Nay30i, YernoBek-06e3bsiHa METHYIT CBOE KOmMbe.
K apocTtu 1 yxxacy 6onraHn oHO MPOH3MIO cepaLe UX MMnepaTopa — BENUKOro fibBa C YEPHOM
rPVBOMA.

Psnom ¢ Tap3aHOM Haxo4urncsi roMaHraHu, KOTOPOro OH 3acTaBun CryXuTb cebe, u, koraa
YyenoBek-06e3bsiHa KMHYNCcs K J1a, Herp nocnenosan 3a HAM, Kpu4a CBOUM COMNEMEHHMKaM, YTO
€CI OHM MOMOTYT 3TOMY TapMaHraHu, OH HaBcerga ocBoboaUT UX OT rHeTa GonraHu.

— Bbl no3sonunu y6I/ITb BEJIMKOro nMmnepartopa, — Kpudan oH 6e,EI,HbIM roMmaHraHu, KoTopbie
OoXpaHAnn HyMy — 3a 3710 GonraHm HernpemeHHoO y6bIOT Bac. [Momorute TapMaHraHu cnacTtu ero
XEHWWUHY, Ny BaC NOABUTCA LLAHC CracTu Balln KNU3HU. A Bbl, — 00aBUI OH, 06paLLI,aFICb K
OXpaHHUKaMm J1a, — TOXE 06pe‘-IeHbI. Bawa egmMHcTBEHHAA Hagexaa — aepxaTtbCA Hawewn CTOPOH-®I.

Tap3aH noabexan k J1a u notawmn ee Ha NOMOCT, FAe Haaesncs BbICTOATb HEKOTOPOE BPeMS
NPOTUB NATUAECATM GONraHn, BCKOYMBLUMX CO CBOUX MECT U HanpaBrsiBLLUMXCS K HEMY.

— YbBenTe TeX Tpomx, cnaawmx Ha nomocte! — npukasan Tap3aH roMmaHraHun, KOTopble SBHO
konebanucb, He peLlascb NPUHATL YblO-NNMBO CTOPOHY. — Y6enTe ux, ecnu xotute NonyynTb
csoboay n octaTbCa XUTb!

BnacTHbIn TOH, yBEPEHHbIE MaHEPbI N PELLUMTENBHOCTb BCEro 00NMKa chirpan peLuatroLLyo posb B
BblOOpE YEPHOKOXMX: OHN OAHOBPEMEHHO BOTKHYNM CBOWM KOMbS B BONOCATbIE YepHbIe Tena
HEeHaBMCTHbIX 6onraHn n TeM caMbiM HaBEKWN CBA3ann CBO cyabby ¢ Tap3aHoM, Tak Kak nocne
3TOro Ha 3emre 6onraHn UM Xn3Hu He ObINo.

O6xBaTuB J13 3a Tanuto, Tap3aH NOAHSANCS C HEHO HAa MOMOCT 1 BbiTaLLM CBOE KOMbe M3 Tena
MepTBOro nbea. 3atemM, 06epHyBLUMCE K Npubnukarowmnmesa 6onraHn, NOCTaBun HOTY Ha Tpyn
NMOBEPXXEHHOro Bpara v nsgan nobeaHbli Kpuk 06e3bsHbI-camua.

bonraHn Ha MrHoBeHue 3aMeprin, roMmaHraHm nonaganun oT CTpaxa Ha Mnor.

— OcTtaHoBuTECh! — BOCKNMKHYN Tap3aH, nogHnmas pyKy fagoHbto Bnepeq. — Beicnywante meHs. A
— Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6e3bsH. A He nckan ccopbl C BawmMmm nogbmu. Ho s iy npoxoq vepes
BalLly CTpaHy B CBOK COBCTBEHHYHO. [lanTe MHE BO3MOXHOCTb YNTU, B3SIB C COBOM 3Ty XKEHLLNHY U
3TUX FOMaHraHu.

B oTBeT pasgancs AvMKuiA Xop ronocoBs, U 6onraHn BHOBb ABUHYMCH K MOMOCTY. Bapyr 13 ux psgos
BbICKOYMI CTapUK-aHrNn4YaHuH 1 6bicTpo nobexan k Tap3aHy.

— MpepaTens! — BOCKNMKHYN YyenoBek-obe3bsiHa. — Tol ByaeLlb NepBbIM, KTO UCMbITAeT Ha cebe rHeB
Tap3saHa!
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OH roBopun NO-aHrNUNCKK, 1 CTapuK OTBETUI eMY Ha TOM e si3blKe.
— Mpepatenb? — Nepecnpocu OH C yAUBIEHVEM.

— A KTO Xe ewe? — ¢ yrpo3omn KpukHyn Tap3aH. — Pa3Be He Tbl nocnewun cioga u paséontan
BonraHn o Moem nNpucyTcTBMN? Pa3sBe He Tbl NOCOBETOBAM UM, KakK Jlyylle 3aMaHUTb MEHS B
NOBYLLKY?

— Hwnyero nopgo6bHoro, — oTBeTMN TOT. — A npuwen coga, YTobbl ObiTh PALOM C 6E0M XKEHLLNHON U
Mo BO3MOXXHOCTW MOMOYb € UK e BaM, eCNni Bbl NOSIBUTECH. A cenvac st Xo4y ObiTb pAaoM ¢
BaMu, YTOObI NOrMbHYTL BMECTe, N6O TO, YTO Thbl YMPELLb, ACHO Kak 60Xxuni aeHb. Hn4To He cnacer
Tebs ot mecTn 6onraHn 3a cMepTb nMnepaTopa.

— YT0 X, TOraa nam cropa, — ckasan TapsaH, — AOKaXun CBOK NpeAaHHOCTb.
INyywe nornbHyTb B 6010, YEM XUTb B Be4HOM pabcTse!

LLlecTtepo romaHranu okpyxunu Tap3aHa u J13, a cegbMon cobupan opyxue Tpomx youtbix 6onraHu.

bonranu, CTOJIKHYBLUMECA C Takon HE3HAKOMOW A9 HUX CUSON, 3aiepxXxarimcb y CTyrneHek, seayuinx
Ha NOMOCT. Ho 3TO ANMNOCH NULLb MIHOBEHME, NOCKOJ1bKY NUX ObIno NATbAECAT NPOTUB AEBATHU, U
BCKOpe Ha4anacb ataka. Tap3aH M ero romaHraHn BCTpeTuin nx ©oeBbIMU TOMopamu, KonbsamMm n
}J,y6I/IHaMI/I. I'IepBb||7| npucTyn yaanocb caepxatb, HO YACI10 B6onraHu 661510 CANLIKOM BESUKO, U
HaTUCK yCUINUncA.

Kasanocb, BOT-BOT OHM BOCTOPXXECTBYIOT Nobeay, HO BAPYT A0 YLWEN CpaxaroLmMxcsi JOHEeCCs
ycTpaLuatowmin pes. CxBaTka MOMEHTANbHO NpekpaTunach.

[MoBepHyB rosfioBbl B HanpaBneHun pasaaBLUerocs pbidaHnd, Bce yBUAENM rpoOMagHoOro fnbea C
YepHOW rpPMBON, CTOSILLLErO B NPOEME O4HOro U3 OKOH. MUHYTY OH CTOSAN, CNOBHO GpoOH30Bas crTaTys,
a 3aTeM 3[aHue BHOBb 3a4poxario OT ero peBsa.

Tap3aH ¢ BbICOTbI MOMOCTa CMOTPES Ha OrPOMHOrO 3Beps, a 3aTeM, Y3HaB, 3aKkpu4yasn 4To €CTb
CUnbl:

— [xap-6an-mka! Yoen! Yoen!

Enga cnosa 6binv Npon3HeceHsbl, kak OrpOMHOE Yy[oBULLE, HAacTosiLee ncyaaue aga, 6pocunoch
Ha BonocaTtblx 6onraHn. OQHOBPEMEHHO YenoBeKy-06e3bsiHe NpuLLINa B rofioBy cMenasi MbiCrb O
nnaHe cnaceHus ce6s v opyrux.

— Ckopee! — KpuKHYn OH roMaHraHun. — Atakynte 6onraHn. Bot uctuHHein Hyma, Hactoawmn uapb
3Bepen n nosenutens Becero cywero! OH yéuBaeT Bparos, HO 3awuuwlaeT Tap3aHa 13 niemMeHu
06e3bsiH 1 ero Apy3en — roMaHraHu.

YBraeB CBOUX HEHABUCTHBIX X0351€B, NOAABLLMXCSA B CTpaxe Hasaz nepen HEMCTOBCTBOM J1bBa,
roMaHraHu 6pocunucb Brepes co CBoMMM 60eBbIMM TONMopamMmn 1 KonbsMK. Tap3aH 3aHsN MECTo
cpeam HUX, oTOPOCUB CBOW APOTMK U Opyays HOXKOM.

OH gepxancs nobnuxe k [xag-6an-gxa, Hanpaenss fbBa OT OAHOW XXepPTBbl K APYron 1 cnegs 3a
TeMm, YTobbl OH NO oWwnbKe He Hanan Ha cTapuka unu J1a. [iBaguate bonraHun yxe Bansnmcb
MepTBbIMU, OCcTarnbHble obpaTunuce B 6erctBo. Tap3aH octaHoBun [xag-6an-gka n npukasan emy
cneposaTb 3a cobon.

— WanTte! — ckasan oH, obpallascb kK romaHraHn. — CopocbTe ¢ nomocTa Teno ganbwmneoro Hymel.
BbIKMHbTE €ro n3 KOMHaTbl, TaK KaK UCTMHHbIA MMMepaTop NpuLLEN NpeabsBUTbL CBOM NpaBa Ha

Page 73/120



TPOH.
Ctapuk u Jla cmoTpenu Ha Tap3aHa C U3ymMreHnem.

— K70 TbI? — cnpocun ctapuk. — KTo Tbl, TBOPSLWMIA TakMe Yyygeca ¢ ANKUM JNleCHbIM 3BepeM? KTo Thl
N 4YTO Tbl HAMEpPEH aenaTtb?

— CmoTpuTe, — ckasan Tap3aH ¢ mpayHon ynbibkon. — [lymato, Tenepb Mbl B 6€30nacHOCTU, 1
roMaHraHu cMoryT B OyyLLEeM XUTb CMOKOMHO.

Korga yepHokoxune ybpanu Teno nbBa un BbiIbpocunn ero B okHo, Tap3aH npukasan [Lxan-6an-oxa
3aHATb MECTO Ha NOMOCTe, KOTOpOe paHee 3aHuMan Hyma-nmnepartop.

— Tam, — cka3an OH roMaHraHu, ykasblBasi Ha MOMOCT, — Bbl BUAUTE HACTOSILLIEro uMnepaTopa, u ero
HE HY>KHO NPUKOBbIBaTb LEEMSAIMU K TPOHY. Tpoe 13 Bac NovayT B XWXKMHbI BalUMX MOAen 3a ABOPLOM,
4TOObI U OHM MOTTN YBUAOETb, YTO 3A4eChb nNpousowno. CnewmnTe, YTobbl y Bac 6bino 60rblle BOMHOB,
Korga BepHyTCst GonraHn, BOOPY>KUBLUACS.

OxBayeHHble BO30YaeHNeM, NOTPSACLLUMM UX NPUMUTUBHbBIE MO3IU, MOYTU HE NOHMMAaBLUNE, YTO
NPOUCXOAMNT, TPOE roMaHraHu NocneLInnmn NCNONHUTL Npukas Tap3aHa. OcTanbHble CTOANK, rMaas
Ha Tap3aHa BbITapalLEeHHbIMM rMasamMm ¢ Takum 6naroroBenHbIM CTPaxoM, C KaKuM CMOTPAT Ha
6oxecTBo. J1a nogowna n Bctana psiaomM ¢ YenoBeKoM-06e3bAHON.

— A He nobnarogapuna, Tebq, Tap3aH, — ckasana oHa, — 3a To, YTO Tbl caenan asis MeHs, pUckys
XN3HbI. A 3Hat0, YTO Tbl NpULIEN Cloaa, YTOObI CNnacT MEHs, U A 3Hato, YTO He NoOOoBb TOMKHYNa
Tebsa Ha aTOT noasur. A 3Hato BonraHu, 1 ymonsai Tebs: Noka ecTb BO3MOXHOCTb, YXOAN OOMH.
Bcem BMecTe Ham oTcrofa He BbibpaTtbes. [locTapancs cnacTucb B O4MHOYKY, Thl CMOXELUb. ..

— £ He cornaceH ¢ TeM, YTO y Hac HeT BO3MOXXHOCTU CnacTucbh, — Bo3pasun TapsaH. — [lymato, 4to
Mbl HE TONbKO B COCTOSIHMM ybexaTb, HO 1 0cBO6OANTb BeAHbIX FOMaHraHu OT TMpaHumn 6onraHu, HO
N 3TO He BCe. OTUM A He yAOBMNEeTBOPIOCL. HakasaHbl 4OMKHbI ObITb HE TOSTLKO 3TH
HEerocTenpuMMHbIE TBapu, HO 1 Bawu Xpeubl. Paan aTtoro s HamepeH otnpaeuTtbes B Onap ¢
OTPSAOM BOOPYXEHHbIX FOMaHraHn B KONMYECTBE, 4OCTAaTOMHOM, 4YTOObI 3acTaBuTb Kagxka
OTKa3aTbCs OT BNacTU, KOTOPYIO OH y3ypnupoBarn, N BOCCTAHOBUTb Bac Ha TPOHe. Ha MeHbLlee s He
cornaceH n He ynay n3 aTux KpaeB, Noka He OCYLLECTBI0 3agyMaHHoe!

— Bbl xpabpbii YenoBek, — ckasarn cTapuk, — Bbl U Tak caenanu 6onblue, YeMm S cHMTan BO3MOXHbIM,
Ho J13 npaBa. Bbl He 3HaeTe kOBapCcTBa U CBUPENOCTKN BonraHn n Tom BNacTn, KOTOPYI OHW UMEIOT
Hag romaHraHn. Ecnm 6bl Bbl cymenu nogaBuTb B MyNbIX YMax YEPHOKOXMX CTpax, KOTOPbIA OHK
BAUTLIBAIOT C MOSTIOKOM MaTepu, BaM, MOXeET BbITb, 1 yaanocb Obl HabpaTb Heo6Xxo0aNMOE YMCro
BOMHOB /151 OCyLLecTBNeHnsa nobera, Ho, 6otoCb, Aaxe BaM 3TO He noAa cuny. MNoaTtomy
€NHCTBEHHasi BO3MOXHOCTb crnacTuUchb — 6exaTb HeMeaneHHo.

— CmoTpuTe, — BocKnukHyna Jl1a. — Mo3aHo, CnMwKoM No3aHo — OHU BO3BpaLLakoTCs.

TapsaH B3rTAHYI B YKa3aHHOM HarpaBlieHUn n yBunaern 4epes3 OTKPbITYH OBEPb I'Ipl/l6]'||/|)K3I-0LLI,I/II?10$I
oTpAaa 6onranun. OH 6bICTpO NOCMOTPEST Ha NPOTUBOMOJIOXHbIE OKHA.

— Mopoxaute, — ckasan OH, — a BOT U KOHTpapryMmeHT. Bce B3rnsiHynu Ha OkHa, BbIXOAsALLME Ha
Teppacy, U yBUAENWN TONMNy U3 HECKOMbKUX COT HErpoB, BeryLimx ko ABopLy.

— OHn nayt! OHn nayT! — 3akpryanu romaHrann. — Mel 6ygem csoboaHbl, 1 6onraHm 6onblue He
3acTaBAT Hac paboTaTb A0 MBHEMOXEHUS, He ByayT My4nTb U OTAaBaTb Ha cbefeHne Hywme.

Kak Tonbko nepeBble ©onraHn gocTurnu ,D,BGpGVI, BeAyuwunx B TpOHHbIIZ 3all, B OKHa Ha4alrm npoHunKaTb
romaHraHm. Ix senu TpOe MnocraHueB, N OHU TakK XOpoLUO nepeaasnun nocriaHne, 4To YepHOKOoXne
Ka3alinCb coBcemMm ApyrmmMmun nogbmMun, Tak OHU npeo6pa3|/|r||/|0b npn MbICIn O Fpﬂﬂ,yLLl,eIZ cBoboge.
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Mpwn BMAE romaHraHu BoXab GonraHun npukasan MM CXBaTUTb TeX, KTO BTOPrcsl Ha MOMOCT, HO
OTBETOM eMy ObINo KOMnbe, OPOLLIEHHOE O4HUM M3 YEPHOKOXMX. Konbe NpoH3uo YepHoe BoriocaToe
Teno, n 6onraHun ynan aamepTtBo. Havanace 6utea.

Bo aBopue 6onraHn noka 661510 6onbLUe, YeM YEpPHbIX, HO Y NOCneaHNX BbINo TO NPENMYLLECTBO,
YTO OHM yaep>KMBanu BHyTPEHHEE NOMeLLEeHMEe TPOHHOrO 3ana, a 6onraHn He MOrnn NPOHNKHYTb

TyAa BCe pa3oM vepes y3kue ABepu. Tap3aH cpasy OueHWn cuTyaumto u, KnukHyB [xaa-6an-gxa,
CnyCcTUNCS € NOMOCTa, YTOObI pyKoBOAUTH OOOPOHOMN.

Y Kkaxpgoro npoemMa OH nocTtaBuJ1 4OCTAaTO4YHOE YMNCIT0 BOMHOB, a OCTaJlbHbIX Aep’KaJl B pe3epBeE B
LEeHTpEe KOMHaThI. 3aTem OH nogo3ean CTapuKa.

— BocTouHble BopoTa OTKpbIThI, — CKa3arn OH. — A He 3anep ux, korga sowen coga. MoxHo nu
nocnaTb ABaguaTb Un TpuauaTb HErpoB B bnvxanwme aepeBHn?

[MyCTb OHM paccKaxyT XUTENsaM O TOM, YTO NPOUCXOANT BO ABOPLE, U YTOBOPAT UX NPUHSATL y4acTue
B Ton 6opbbe 3a 0cBOBOXAEHNE, KOTOPYIO Mbl HaYasu.

— OTnnyHas mbicnb, — oTBETUN cTapuk. — OT ABopua 4o BOPOT NyTb CBOOOAEH, TAM HET HWU OOHOIO
6onraHn. MoxHo paccunTbiBaTb Ha ycnex. A oTbepy HyXXHbIX N0AEeN, OHW LOIMKHbI NMONb30BaTbLCA
aBTOPUTETOM, YTOObI XXUTENW AepeBEHb NOBEPUIUN M.

— Xopouwo! — BocknukHyn TapsaH. — OTbepuTte UX HEMEOIEHHO, PACCKaXnUTe, YEro Mbl XOTUM, U
NyCcTb OHW NOTOPanIMBalTCA.

OpHoro 3a ApyrMm ctapuk otobpan TpyuauaTb BOMHOB U KaXKaoMy cTapaTenbHO 0ObACHWUM, YTO OT
HUX TpebyeTcs. OHM NPULLNY B BOCTOPT OT NPEAIOXEHHOro NniaHa 1 3aBepunu Tap3aHa, YTo yxe
Yyepes Yyac nosiBUTCSA NoAKpensieHme.

— Korga BhiaeTe 3a cTeHy, — cka3an Tap3aH, — cbente 3aMmkm Ha BOpoTax, Ytobbl 6onraHn He
CMOITN UX 3aKpblTb CHOBA. lNepeaanite Takke CBOMM, YTODObI NepBble, KTO NPUAET, OCTaBanuch y
CTEeHbl, NOKa HEe HAKOMUTCA JOCTaTOYHOE KONMMYECTBO BOMHOB, U TONMbKO MOCHEe 3TOro ABUranTecb BO

asoped.

L‘|epHOKO)KI/Ie OTBETUITIN, YTO BCE MNMOHAIN, N Yepe3 MUHYTY BbILLUITN U3 KOMHaTbl Yepe3 OANH N3
npoemMoB 1N nc4He3rnim B TEMHOTE HOYWN.

Bckope nocne ux yxoga 6onraHy npegnpuHSANN pelumTenbHY0 aTtaky Ha rnaBHbI BXOA B TPOHHbIN
3an 1 cyMenu npopBaTbCH BHYTPb. YBUAEB, YTO CUTyaUMsi MEHSIETCS HE B UX NOJb3y, YEPHOKOXME
3akonebanuck. BpoxaeHHbin cTpax nepen 6onraHu gan o cebe 3HaTb. NonoxeHne CTaHOBUIOCH
Kputndeckum. Tap3aH 6pocuncs Bnepen, YTodbl caepkatb HAaTUCK HanagaBwmnX. OH KNUKHYN
Ixap-6an-gxxa un, Koraa nes CnpbIrHyn ¢ NOMOCTa, Npukasan, ykasbliBas Ha bnukanwero 6onraHu:

— Y6en! Yben!

JleB npbirHyn. OrpoMHbIE YENCTU COMKHYNCH Ha ropne ncnyraHHoro 6onraxHu, a 3aatem no
KOMaHe CBoero xo3snHa 30510TON fieB TPAXHYN MepTBOE Teno U 0TOpoCcun ero B CTOpoHY. Bekope
Ha nony BansAnoch elle Tpy Tpyna. bonraHu AporHynu n B naHuKe KUHYNUCb NpoYb N3 3TON
KOMHaThbl y>kacoB. [omaHraHu npuobogpunuce. No mepe Toro, kak [hxag-6an-gxa pacnpasnsancs ¢
Bparamu, pocria u uX yBepeHHOCTb B COBCTBEHHbIX curnax. Tenepb OHM BCTanu mexay 6onraHu u
ABEPHbIM NPOEMOM, OTpe3aB NPOTUBHUKY NMYTb K OTCTYMNSIEHUIO.

— 3apepxute ux! — kpukHyn TapsaH. — Ho He ybuBanTe! — 3atem, obpaTnBLLMCL K BonraHu,
npegnoxun: — Caasantecb! N Bac He TPOHyT!

Ixan-6an-oka gepxancsa Bonv3n cBoero Xxo3sanHa, CBUpeno pbiya Ha 6onraHu 1 uapeaka
nornsaabiBas Ha Yyenoseka-o6esbsiHy, CIOBHO yMonss: «Paspeluy MHe pasgenartbes ¢ Humu!»
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MaTHaguaTb 6onraHn, NPOHMKLIMX B TPOHHBIN 3ar, yuenenu.

Ha MrHoBeHne OHM OCTaHOBUMNCH, 3aTEM OOUH U3 HUX BPOCK OpyXXue Ha non.
Ero npumepy nocnegosanu octanbHble.

TapaaH nosepHyncs k [xag-6an-gxa.

— Haszapg! — npukasan oH, ykasbiBas Ha MOMOCT, a, Korga fneB 3aHsif1 CBoe MECTO, BHOBb obpaTuncs K
6onranu. — lNycTb 0gWH M3 Bac NoAOMAET KO MHe.

I'Iepe,qa|7| CBOMM TOBapuLLlam, 4To A Tpe6y+o HemMeaneHHom Kanntyndauun.

Bonranu nowenTanuce mexay cobor, n 3aTeM OAMH U3 HUX 3asiBUIT, YTO EMY HAJ0 NOCOBETOBATLCS
c apyrumun. Korga oH NOKMHYN KOMHaTy, CTapuk nogowen k Tap3aHy.

— OHu HUKorga He caoanyTcs, — wenHyn oH. — OcTeperaiics BeporioMcTBa.

— 3Hato, — otBeTMN Tap3aH, — HO 1 NbITAKCh BbIMFPaTb BPEMSI, cenvac Ham bornblLue BCEro ero He
xBaTtaeT. Ecnu 6kl BbI0 MecTo, rae s cmor Obl 3anepeTb BOT 3TUX, S YyBCTBOBan bbl cebss HamMHoro
CriokowHee.

— Tam ecTb KOMHaTa, — cKasars CTapuK, yKkasblBas Ha ABEPHON NPOeM, BeayLLNN U3 TPOHHOrO 3ana,
— rae Bbl MOrnu Obl MX 3anepeTb, B ballHe nmnepaTtopa Takux NoMeLeHnn Hemarno.

— OTnun4yHo, — obpagosanca Tap3aH, 1, CNyCTst HECKOSNbKO MUHYT, NO ero npukady 6onraHu 6binu
HaOEeXHO ynpsTaHbl.

N3 kopynaopa AOHOCUNNCE MHOFOYMCIIEHHbIE FOfioca ropuInontoaen, oy cnopunu, obeyxaas
npeanoxexue TapsaHa. MpoLuno naTHaguaTe MUHYT, NOTOM Mnofyaca, Ho oT GonraHu He nocTynano
HMKaKUX BecTei. HakoHeL, K rmaBHOMY BXOAY B TPOHHbIN 3an NoAoLlen ToT, KoToporo Tap3aH
OTNYCTWUN C NPEANIOXKEHMEM O KanuTynsauun.

— Hy? — cnpocun yenoBek-o6e3bsiHa. — KakoB nx oTBeT?

— OHu He cpoaayTcs, — ckasan 6onraHn. — Ho oHM No3BONAT BaM BbINTW U3 AONUHbI NPY YCNOBUM,
4YTO Bbl OCBOOOANTE MIEHHBIX U HE TPOHETE OCTalbHbIX.

Tap3aH nokayan ronoso.

— Tak He nonaeT. Y MeHst AOCTaTOYHO BacTu, YTobbl CIIOMUTL CONPOTUBNEHNE BONraHu.
CwmoTpute. — U oH ykasan Ha [xag-6an-gxa. — CywecTtBo, KOTOPOE Bbl AepKanu Ha TPOHe, BbIno
NPOCTO ANKNM 3BEPEM, a 3TO HACTOALMI Llapb 3BEPEN N NOBENUTENbL BCEro cyuiero. BarnaHuTe Ha
Hero. PasBe ero MoxHo gepxaTb NPUKOBAHHBIM 30/10TbIMU LLENSIMW, Kak HEBOSNbHMKA nnn pada?
HeT n HeT! OH gencreuTenbHO nmnepatop. Ho ectb YenoBek, elle 6onee BENUKNIA, YEM OH, U OT
Hero OH nony4aeT npukasbl. OTOT YenoBek — 5, Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn obes3bsH.

Paccepaute meHs, 1 Bbl Ha cebe oLyTuTe rHEB N APOCTb He ToNbKo Hymebl, HO 1 Tap3aHa.
"omaHraHm mou nogu, a 6onraHun s npespawly B pabos. ian n ckaxkun aTo cBoumM ToBapuam. Ecnu
OHU XOTAT OCTATbCH B XMUBbIX, UM NyYyLle BCEro HeMeASIeHHO ABUTLCA Cloga U NPOCUTbL MEHA O
Mmunoctn. gn!

Koraa nocbiibHbIM BHOBb yulen, Tap3aH B3rnsHy Ha cTapuka, KOTOpbI paccMmaTpuBarn ero 1o fin ¢
BblpaXXeHMeM cTpaxa, To NI 6GrnaroroBeHns, OAHAKO B yrosikax ero rrna3 6rnecrenu nykaBble OrOHbKMW.
UenoBek-0b6e3bsiHa yNnbIOHYNCS.

— Mo kpanHen mepe, Mbl BbIMIrpaeM eLle nondaca, — ckasars OH.
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— OT0 Ham o4eHb npuroguTcs. Ho rmaBHOe — Bbl COBEPLUMIM HEBO3MOXHOE, Bbl 3apOHMNM B cepaua
oonraHy coMHeHue.

Bapyr B KOpuaope CTUXNM 3BYKU CMIOPOB U Fopsiunx o6CyXAeHUIN 1 NOCNbILWAnoch Kakoe-To
ABWXeHue cpeam 6onrann. OTpsia U3 NATUAECATU BOVMHOB 3aHSN NO3ULMIO Nepepn rmaBHbIM BXOA0M
B TPOHHbIM 3an. OHKU CTOSANN MOfYa C OpPY>KMEM Han3roTOBKY, FOTOBbIE BOCMPENATCTBOBATL M0G0
nonbITke K 6ercTBy Co CTOPOHbI OCaXAEHHbIX. 32 HUMN MOXHO ObIfo BUAETh, Kak Apyrue
ropunnontoam ncyesanu B 6oKoBbIX Mpoemax kopuaopa.

FoMaHraHu BMecTe COo cTapyKkoMm 1 J13 HeTepnenueo NogaXxuaanu npuxoda noakpenneHus, a TapsaH
cuaen Ha Kpat nomMocTa, NOMOoXMB PyKy Ha rpusy [xaa-6an-axa.

— OHW YTO-TO NpMAaymManu, — ckasan ctapuk. — HyxHO BbiTb HacTopoxe. 3X, ecrnim Bbl YHEpHOKOXME
ABUNNCb cenyac, Korga npoTMB HacC BCero nATbaecAt 6onraHu, Toraa g9 6bl NOBEpUN B ManeHbKyto
BO3MOXHOCTb BblibpaTbCca 13 ABopua.

— Bawe ponroe npe6b|BaH|/|e 30€eCb, — OTKIMTMKHYJICA TapsaH, — HaMoJIHUJ10 BAaC TakKnM Xe
©eCcCMbICIIEHHbIM CTpaxom nepenq 6onraHu, 4To n YEPHOKOXUX. Cy,D,FI no Balunm crnoeam, MOXXHO
noaymatb, UTO OHU — KakKne-To CBepXcylwecTtBa, a OHU BCEro b 3BEpU, MOW apyr, 1 Mmbl Cymeem
nx ogoneTb.

— MoxeT ObITb, 1 3BEpPU, — BO3paA3Ws CTapuK, — HO 3BEPU C YENOBEYECKUM Pa3yMOM — UX XUTPOCTb U
KoBapcTBO BecnpenenbHbl.

HacTtynuno npogomkutenbHOe MofiyaHue, npepbiBaeMoe JvLlb LWEeNOTOM rOMaHraHu, Yen
MOparnbHbI/ AyX BHOBb Ha4yan nagaTb BCreACTBUE HaNPSPKEHHOro OXuaaHna nogkpensieHns u
pacTyLnX COMHEHWIA B ycneLwwHOM ucxoge 6utebl. Kpome Ttoro, nosegeHue 6onranum 6bino
HEMNOHATHbIM, TAMHCTBEHHbIM 1 yrpoxatowmm. CaMmo nx MonyaHue BHyLwano 6onblle cTpaxa, Yem
LWyM pearnbHon cxsaTkn. HakoHeu, J13 npepBana mon4yaxue.

— Ecnn TpuguaTte roMaHraHyM MOrnmv Tak nerko NoKnHyTb ABopeL, noyemy Obl 1 HaM He nocreoBaTb
nx npumepy?

— Mo HeckonbkUM NpuYMHaMm, — oTBeTUn Tap3aH. — Bo-nepBbix, Mbl 4OMKHbI ObINM OCTaTbCs 30€ECh,
4TOObI A4aTb BO3MOXHOCTb HaLLUM NOcnaHHMKam aobpaTtbes Ao noceneHuin. Mol caepxunsaem
GonraHu 1 oTBnekaem ux Ha ce6si. B npoTMBHOM criydae Hac nepebunu 6bl 3a HECKONbKO MUHYT.
Bo-BTOpbIX, S pelumnn HakasaTb 6GonraHu Tak, 4Tobbl B OyayLlem 6o YyxxecTpaHel, YyBCTBOBaIT
cebs1 6esonacHo B AonvHe anmasoB. Hy a TpeTbsi NpuyMHa, novyemy Mbl He MnblTaeMcsi 6exatb B
3TOT MOMEHT, — 1 OH yKa3arn Ha okHa. — CMoTpuTe, Teppachkl 1 caf 3anonHeHbl 6onraHn. Kaxetcs,
OHM FOTOBSIT HaM 3acay WM TONbKO M XAyT, Koraa Mbl BeliiaeM 13 asopual

CTapvik NnogoLuern K OKHY 1 BbIFNSHY HapyXy.

— Bbl npaBbl, — Cka3an OH, BO3BpaTMBLUMCh Ha3ag. — Bce 6onraHn cobpanuch 3a 3TMMKM OKHamu, 3a
NCKITIOYEHNEM TEX, KTO CTOPOXUT BXOA B TPOHHLIN 3asl, U TeX, KTO, MOXET OblTb, NpAYeTCA B
coceaHMx KomHaTax. Cenyac nposepum.

OH 6bICTpO npowien K I'IpOTI/IBOI'IOJ'IO)KHOIZ CTeHe U OTOABUHYI TAXENYI0 NOPTbepPy.

Tam cTosino Heckonbko 6onraHn. OHKU CTOANN HENOABWXKHO, HE Aenas HUKAKOW MONbITKA CXBaTUTb
Uy HanacTb Ha Hero. CTapuk nepexoaun oT 04HOro Npoema K ApyroMy 1 B KaXaoM 0GHapyxvBan
TaKMX e MofyanuBblix BOMHOB. 3aTeM OH nogoluen k Tap3saHy u J1a.

— Tak 5 1 gyman — ckasan oH. — Mbl OKpy>XeHbl. Ecrniv nomowb He nogocneeT B Gnmxkaniiee Bpems
— Mbl norménw.

— Ho nx cunbl p8306LLI,eHbI, — HanoMHumn TapsaH.
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— Haxe ecnn u Tak, UM nerko yaacTcAa pacnpaBnUTbCd C HaAMKU, — OTBETUIT CTapuk.

— BoamoxHo, Bbl 1 npaBbl, — NponsHec Tap3aH. — Ho, no kpanHen mepe, Mbl YCTPOUM XOPOLLYHO
NoTacoBKY.

—YT0 3T0? — BAPYr BOCKIMMKHYIa JIa, n, npuBrie4eHHbIe TeM Xe LLYMOM, OCaXxXAeHHbl€ NOoOoHASN
ronoBbl K NMOTOJIKY. 3 OTKPbITbIX KPbILLEK JTIOKOB CBEPXY HA HUX MAAenn cepantble Nnnua
HECKONbKUX OEeCATKOB DonraHu.

— Y70 OHM 3agymann? — BOCKNNKHyN Tap3aH, 1 kak Obl B OTBET Ha ero Bonpoc 6onraHy Havyanm
cOpacbiBaTb BHU3 ropsiLiMe CBEPTKM NPOMUTAHHBLIX MAcrioM TPSAMOK, CBA3aHHbIE LUHYPOM B My4KM.

MoMeHTanbHO TpOHHbIVI 3an HanolHunca yayusnnebiM AbiIMOM, CMeLlaHHbIM CO 3JTOBOHHbIM
3araxom ropsawmnx nepbes 1 BOJ10C.

XV. KAPTA, HAPUCOBAHHAA KPOBbLIO

Mocne Toro, kak ActebaH n OBasa nepenpaTany 3010TO, OHN BEPHYNNCL K TOMY MECTY, rae
OCTaBUINN CBOMX NATEPbLIX CONPOBOXAAKLLMX, U, MPOAASA C HAMWU OO PEKU, pa3bunu narepb Ha HOYb.
OHu obcyxganu cBow NnaHbl, peLumnB NOKUHYTb OCHOBHOM OTPSA U AaTb eMY BO3MOXHOCTb
pobpatbes Ao nobepexbs. Camm ke oHM XoTenu HabpaTb HOBbIX HOCUIBLLMKOB, YTOObLI YHECTU BCE
3050TO.

— BmecTo Toro, 4to6bl MATM A0 NoBepexbs 3a HOCUMbLLMKaMN, — ckadan dctebaH, — noyemy Obl He
3aBepboBaTb UX B Gnvxkavwen gepesHe?

— OTn noan He oonayT ¢ Hamu Ao nobepexbs, — oTBeTUN OBasa, — OHU He HOCUTbLLMKK. B nyywem
criy4yae OHV JOHeCYT 3050TO NLb A0 crieayoLeln AepeBHN.

— Hy n 4t0? — Bo3pasun ncnaHeu. — B cnegytowen gepeBHe Mbl HAUMEM HOBbIX HOCUITbLLVKOB U
nongem fanblle, NOTOM eLle pa3 1 Tak ganee.

OBa3sa nokayarsn rorosoW.

— naH, MmoxeT 6bITb, U XopoLnin, 6BaHa, HO Mbl HE MOXEM €ro BbINOMHUTbL — Yy HAC HEYeM
3annaTtuTb 3a pabory.

AcTebaH noyecan 3aTbInok.

— MNoxanyn, Tbl Npae, — COrnacuncsa oH, — HO 3To n36aBuno Obl HAC OT yXKAaCHOro NyTeLecTBUs 40
nobepexbs n obpaTHO.

HeKOTopoe BpemMAa OHU cngenun Mmonda, 3agymMmaBLLINCD.

— Mpnayman! — BOCKNUKHYN BAPYr ncnaHew,. — [laxke ecnu Obl cenvac y Hac Obinn HOCUNBLUMKA, Mbl
He cMornun 6bl NPSAMO MATU K NO6EPEXbIO N3-3a BOZMOXHOCTM CTOSIKHYTLCS C OTpsAgoM Propbl
Xakec. Mbl OMKHbI faTb UM BpeMs MOKNHYTb ApuKy npexae, Yem Bo3bMeM 30510TO. [1ByX
MecsaueB XBaTuT BnonHe. MNoatomy, noka cyg aa Aeno, gaBan OTHECEM OAMH CIUTOK B BrivxkanLuyro
dakToputo, 0bMeHSEM ero Ha ToBapbl, a Korga NpuaeT BpeMSs, BEPHEMCS, HAMEM HOCUITbLLVKOB U
nongem oT 4EPEBHU A0 OEPEBHM.

— beaHa roBopuT cnosa myapoctu, — oteetun Oeasa. — [Jo 6nvxkaniwen gakropmm ropasgo onuxe,
4yem [0 nobepexbs, U NO3TOMY Mbl HE TONbKO chepexemM BpeMsi, HO U N3BEXNUM ANNHHBIX U
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YTOMUTEJIbHbIX Nepexoaos.

— Torga yTpom BepHEMCSI U OTKOMaeM OAMH U3 CIUTKOB, HO Mbl JOJMKHbI OblTb YBEPEHbBI B TOM, YTO
HMKTO M3 BalLUX Nioden He ByaeT conpoBoXaaTb HAC, NOTOMY YTO HUKTO He AOMKEH 3HaTb 40 NOpbl
[10 BPEMEHW, rAe CnpsATaHo Halle 30510TO.

Koraa mbl okoH4YaTEeNbHO BEPHEMCA 3a HUM, KOHEYHO, U Apyrmne y3HaroT, HO TaK KaK Mbl 6y,1:|,eM Toraa
NOCTOAHHO pAOOM C HUMU, Y HUX HE 6y/:|,eT LaHCca 06MaHyTb Hac.

Ha cneaytowee ytpo OBasa 1 9ctebaH BEPHYNMCb K CNPsiTAHHOMY COKPOBMLLY M OTKOMNanv oauH 13
CIUTKOB.

Mpexae YeM NOKUHYTb 3TO MECTO, UCMNAHEL, HapMCoBas Ha BHYTPEHHEN NOBEPXHOCTU LUKYpbI
neonapga, KOTOPYH OH HOCKI Yepes NNeYvo, TOYHYI0 KapTy MECTOHaxoXaeHnsa Knaaa, caenas
PUCYHOK 3a0CTPEHHOW Nano4vkon, HAMOYEHHOW B KpOBM HEDOMbLUOro 3BepbKka, youToro cneumnansHo
ansa aton yenu. Ot OBasbl OH NONYYUST TY3EMHbIE HAa3BaHUS PEK U OPYrMX OPUEHTUPOB, a TakKe
Ha4YepTUN MapLUPyT ABMXEHMS OT Nobepexbst K MECTY 3aXOPOHEHNS COKPOBULL,. BHU3Y OH 3anucan
nogpobHble ykazaHus K MmappyTy. [locne Toro, kak paboTta 6bina 3akoH4YeHa, dctebaH
no4yyBcTBOBasn cebst HAMHOro CNoKonHee: Tenepb, Aaxe ecnn ¢ OBa3on YTO-HNBYAb Ccrny4nTCs, y
HEero B pykax eCTb HaZleXXHbII KIH04, 1 OH BCEraa CMOXET OTbICKaTb 3TO MecTo. * * *

Korga xenH KnentoH pobpanack oo nobepexbs, 4Tobbl exaTb B JIOHOOH, ee noaxuaana
TenerpaMmma, 4to Xu3Hb OTL@ BHE ONMacHOCTK, 60nes3Hb OTCTynuna, U Aeno noLwsio Ha NonpaBKy.
HeobxogumocTtb B noesake otnana. OTAOXHYB HECKONbKO AHEN, [kenH oTnpaBunacbk B 06paTHbIN
nyTb. Koraa, HakoHew, oHa gobpanacb JOMOW, U3My4YeHHaAsa JONTMM NyTELWECTBUEM, OHA C
OoropyeHneM ysHana, Yto Tap3aH elle He BO3BpaLlarncs n3 cBoen onacHoun akcnegmumm B Onap.
Kopak goctaTouHO yMero Ben X03s1UCTBO, ee NULLbL orneYvanusio U3BecTne o ToM, 4To 30510TON NneB
cbexan, NocKonbKy OHa 3Hana, kak nobut TapsaH aToro 3seps.

Ha cneayowmin oeHb nocne ee BO3BpaLLEHNSA 13 fieca BEPHYICSA OTPSAL Basvpu, CONPOBOXAABLUWIA
TapaaHa B akcneguumn. Basmpu BepHynuck 6e3 Hero. CTpax n 6ecrnokoncTBO OXBaTUnu cepaue
[bkerH. OHa BHUMATENbLHO paccnpocuna Noaen, a Korga yaHana oT HUX, 4To ¢ Tap3aHoMm
NPoun3oLLesT HECYaCTHbIN Cnyyan, BbI3BaBLLUMI BHOBb NOTEPHO NAMATU, peELUNTENBbHO 3asBuna, Y4to
HemMeasIeHHO OTNPaBAETCA Ha NOMCKM CBOEro My»a, 1 NpuKasana Ba3upu roToBUTbLCS K HOBOMY
noxoay.

KopaK nonbiTaricda oTroBOpUTb €e, HO 6e3yCI'IeLIJHO. Toraa oH BbI3Bancs conpoBoOXaaThb €e.

— Mol HE OOMKHbI NOKMAATbL NOMECTbE BCE Ccpasy, — oTBETUIJ1a OHA. — Tbl OCTaHeLWwbCH 30€eCb, CbIH
Mown. Ecnn meHsa nocTurHeT Heydada, 4 BepHYCb 1 OTNyLly Tebs Ha NoOUCKN.

— Ho Tbl He MOXeLUb OTNPaBNSATLCS B OAMHOYKY, — HacTauBan Kopak.

— 4 nongy He oaHa, — 3acMesnacb OHa, — CO MHOW ByayT Basupw, 1 Tbl NPEKPACHO 3HaEeLb, YTO C
HUMKM 5 B 6e3onacHocTn B nobon Touke ApuKu.

— [a, pa, 9 3Ha 3TO0, — OTBETUN OH, — HO S BCE €& XOTeN NonUTn ¢ To6oMN.

— He BonHyics, — ycnokouna ero [bxkenH. — KOHeYHO, 9 3Hat0 IKYHIMIN He Tak XOpoLwUo, Kak Tap3saH
unu Tbl, Kopak, HO BCe e 3Hato, a B OKPY>XEeHUN CMenbIX 1 NpeAaHHbIX Ba3nupun MHe Hevero byaeTt
boaTbCA.

— MNonarato, 4To Thl NpaBa, — oTBeTUN Kopak, — HO BCe XXe MHe He HpaBMUTCS, YTO Tbl MAELLb OAHA
0e3 MeH4.

OpHako, HeCMOTpPS Ha BCe ero BO3paXkeHusl, Ha cneayowmnmn aeHs [hkerH KnenTtoH B
COMPOBOXOEHUM NATUAECATM Ba3mpu OTNpaBuiacb Ha NOUCKM CBOEro Myxa. * * *
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Korga Octeban 1 OBasa B yCNOBMEHHbIN CPOK HE BEPHYNUCL B Nnarepb, Kak obellanu, octanbHble
YneHbl OTpsiAa CHavyana paccepaunucb, a 3aTem ctanu nposienaTb 6ecnokorcteo. Cyabba ncnaHua
NX He BOMHoBana, oHm 6oanuck, kak 66l ¢ OBasa 4ero He crnyunnocb. OH OAMH MOr AOBECTU UX OO0
nobepexbsi, U ero 0gHOro cryLwanucb rpybble HeAoBObHbIE HOCUNbLLMKN. KOE-KTO 13 YEPHOKOXMX
nonaranu, Yto OBa3sa 3abnyauncs, gpyrue cumtanu, 4To oH n 3ctebaH HapOYHO NOKUHYNN UX. Y
MoByTy, ocTaBLlerocs 3a crapLuero B otcytctane OBasbl, Obina co6CTBEHHAA TEOPUSI.

— OBa3sa 1 6BaHa oTnpaBunnCh K apabam 3a CNOHOBOW KOCTbIO. OHM XUTPOCTBIO MOTYT JOOUTBLCA
fonbLuero, 4em Mbl CUNOW. TONbKO Mexay cobon OHM 1 NOAENAT CITOHOBYO KOCTb.

— Ho kak oHM BABOEM CMpaBsATCA C LeNon Wwankon pa3bonHMkoB? — cnpocuna drnopa ckenTU4ecku.

— Bbl He 3HaeTe OBasbl, — OTBETUI YEPHOKOXUIN. — ECnn ero cnagkue peyn 4OCTUrHYT yulen pabos,
OHM NMepenayT Ha ero CTOPOHY, a Korga apabbl y3HAKT, YTO BO rMaBe MATEXHbIX paboB CTOMT cam
Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6e3bsiH, OHM B cTpaxe pasberyTcs!

— Monarato, 4TO OH NpaB, — NpobopmoTan Kpacku. — 3To Nnoxoxe Ha ucnaHua, — oob6asun oH,
HeMHOro nogymas, a 3atemMm obpaTtunca kK MoByTy. — Thl 3Haellb, rge pacnosioXeH narepb apabos?
Bo3bMelubcs nn Tbl NPOBECTM HAC K HeMy?

— [a, — cornacuncs ToT.

— Xopowo! — BocknukHyn Kpacku. — A Tenepb, ®nopa, 4To Thl AyMaellb 0 TakoM BapuaHTe. [Npexae
BCEro Mbl HEMeNEeHHO NoLusiem roHua Kk apabam. OH npegynpeauT UxX N pacckaxeT O TOM, YTO
OctebaH He Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn o6e3bsiH, a camo3BaHel. Mbl noNpocum nx 3agepxatb 06oux n
n3onuposaTtb 40 Hawero npuxoaa. Korga mel npugem, bygem aencteoBaTtb N0 06CTOATENBCTBAM U,
BO3MOXHO, CYMEEM peanun3oBaTb Hall NepBOHaYasibHbIN 3amMbICerl, MOCKOSbKY Mbl ABUMCS B UX
narepb Kak apysbsi.

— YT0 X, BBIrNAANUT HENMOXO, — oTBeTUNa dropa, — HO NpunaxmeaeT MOLLIEHHUYECTBOM, BNPOYEM,
3TO BMOSHE B TBOEM XapakTepe.

Kpacku nokpacHern.

— Bce Mbl 0gHMM MUPOM MasaHbl, — NpoLUMTUPOBan oH. [leByllka 6e3pa3nnyHo noxana nnevyamu,
Ho Brnitobep, koTophlii BMecTe ¢ MNe6n3om n TopHOM Monya crnyLian pa3roBop, HEOXNAaHHO
B30opBarcs.

— Y70 Tbl UMEELLb B BUAY, KOraa roBOpuLLb, «BCE Mbl OAHUM MUPOM Ma3aHbi»? — CNPOCUI OH. —
BbixoanT, 9 ToXXe MOLLIEHHUK? $ YECTHbIN YENOoBEK, 1 3aABNsA0 BaM, Muctep Kpacku, 4To HUKTO
HUKorga He nocmen Haseatb Agonbda bnobepa moweHHUKoMm!

— [1a yroMOHUCb Tbl, — OrpbI3Hyrics Kpacku. — 3Ty napHn caMmy He3akOHHO A06bINM CHIOHOBYH KOCTb
1, BO3MOXHO, AN 3TOro younu Hemano nogen. Tak YTO Mbl X NPOCTO HaKaXeM 3a UX
npecTynneHusi. Kpome Toro, oHu aepxat paboB, KOTOpbIX Mbl 0CBOGOANM.

— AX Tak, — npoTsHyn bntobep, — Toraa aTo MeHseT Aeno, Toraa g He NPoTUB, HO 3anNoMHUTE,
Mmuctep Kpacku, 1 YeCTHbIN YenoBeEK.

— A Mbl TYT BCe YeCTHbl€, — BOCKINNKHYN TOpH. — HUKoraa B XXn3HW He BCTpedan Tak MHOrO YeCTHbIX
nogen ogHOBpPEMEHHO.

— KOHe4Ho, Mbl YecTHble, — psBKHYIN 1ebns, — a KTo B 3TOM COMHEBaeTCs, TOMY 1 NPOCTO OTBEPHY
6awky! [leBywika yctano ynsibHynacs.

— HukTo 1 He comHeBaeTcs, [1ebns. Ho xBaTuT 06 aTom, nyyuwle gaBanTte peLumm, NPUHMMaeM Mbl
nnaH Kpacku unm HeT? lNMpexae Yem NnpuctynnTb K ey, Hy>XHO 060 BCEM XOPOLLEHEYKO
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nopasmbicnuTb. [laBanTte nporonocyem. Mtak, npuHMMmaem nnm HeT?
— bygyT nn TBOM NMoan conpoBoXxaaTtb Hac? — cnpocun Kpacku y MoByTy.
— Ecnn um noobewaTb YacTb CITIOHOBOM KOCTH, TO ByayT, — OTBETUS TOT.

— K70 3a npoekT Kpacku? — cnpocuna ®nopa. MNMpoekt 6bin NpuHAT egmHornacHo. Yepes nonyaca
ObIN nocnaH roHew B narepb apabos ¢ coobLLEHNEM AN UX rNaBaps, a BCKOpPe OTPSA CHANCA C
MecTa 1 ABMHYICS B NyTb.

CnycTa Hegento, korga oHn Jobpanuck 4o apabckoro narepsi, OHU y3Hanu, YTo roHew gobpancs
6naronony4yHo, Ho OctebaH 1 OBa3a He NoKa3biBaNUCh, U O HUX HUYEro He BbINo crbiwHo. B
pe3ynbTaTe apabbl BCTPETUNN NX C HEOAOBEPUEM N MOLO3PUTENBHOCTBID, MOTOMY YTO PELUUIIN, YTO
3TO OblNa NULLIL XMTPas yroBKa, YTOObI AaTb BO3MOXHOCTb 6enbiM 6ecnpensiTcTBEHHO NPOHUKHYTh
B X narepb. * * *

IbxerH KnenTtoH 1 oTpsg Basnpu ObICTPO NpoaBUranmchb No SXKYHINISIM 1M BCKOpe OBHapyxXunu cneg
oTpsaaa dnopbl Xakec, Heganeko oT nareps, rae Basvpu B nocrneaHun pas suaenun 9ctebaxa,
KOTOpPOro Bce eLle cuntanu Tap3aHoM 13 nnemeHn obesbsiH. MNongs no cneay, oHW cnycTs
HeKoTopoe BpeMsi pa3bunm cBon narepb NPUMMEPHO B MUNE OT CTOsIHKM apabckux pa3bonHMKoB, rae
yXXe ¢ Hegento Haxoaunca otpsag Pnopsbl, oxXuaasLMi TO N nosieneHus dctebana n OBasa, To Nu
yoobHOro MoMeHTa 4nsa HanageHus Ha apabos.

Tem BpemeHeM MOBYTY 1 HECKOMbKO €ro NoApYyYHbIX BENW aKTUBHYHO aruTauuio cpeam pabos, u,
x0Ts1 06 ycnexax NoApbIBHON AeATENbHOCTU OH exeaHeBHO AoknaabiBan dnope, oH ymanymean ob
ycnexax B peanusauum apabos. CyTb ero cBogunacb k Tomy, YTobbl CHayana ¢ noMoLLbo 6enbix
youTb apaboB, a MOTOM YHUUTOXUTbL U caMux Genbix, NPeABapUTENbHO BbIKPaB Y HUX OPYXUE.
Tonbko ®nopy MoByTy peLunn oCcTaBUTb B XXUBbIX, OH XOTeN CAenaTtb ee CBOeN XeHo unm npoaatb
B rapem Kakomy-Hubyab YepHOMY CynTaHy.

To, yto MoByTYy ObIfT B COCTOSIHUM C NErKOCTbIO OCYLLECTBUTL CBOW 3aMblCerl, He MOrO Bbl3BaTb
COMHEHWI, ecnu 6bl He NPeAaHHOCTb U NPUBSA3aHHOCTb ManbYULLKU-CIYTU, NPUCTaBIEHHOTO K
®nope.

dnopa, HeCMOTpSA Ha TO, YTO OHa HE OCTaHaBnMBasnacbh HU Nepes Yem B AOCTUKEHUN CBOUX Lienewn,
Gbinia 4OBOpPOM M CHUCXOANTENBHON XO3ANKON. 3a aTy 4OOBPOTY OHa Obifia BO3HarpaxxgaeHa CTopuLen.

OpHaxapbl nocne nonyaHst MoByTy 3awlen K Hen, 4ToObl COOOLWKNTL, YTO BCE rOTOBO. HanageHne Ha
apaboB HamMe4eHO Ha CEroAHsILLHNI BeYep Nnocre HacTynneHns TeMHoTbl. HeTepneHne 6enbix
AOCTUINO CBOEro npeaena, onbsiHeHHble BN30CTLI0 CIIOHOBOWM KOCTW, OHU BbIN rOTOBbLI K
pelumMTenbHON aTake, B pe3ynbTaTe KOTOPOW CTaHOBUNUCL 06nagaTensiMm 3Ha4YnMTenbHOro
boraTtcTBa.

Ho nepen cambim yxxuHOM B nanatky ®nopbl npokparncs manbuumiika-cnyra. [nasa ero 6binu
LUMPOKO PacKpbITbl, 1 OH BbIf Y>KacHO HamyraH.

— B yem geno? — cnpocuna oHa.

— T-c-c! — npegynpeaun oH. — He Hy>HO, 4TOObl OHM Crbilany Hall pas3roBop.
MpnbnnsbTe Balle yX0, N 9 pacckaxy BaM NOTUXOHbKY, YTO 3ambiwinaet MoByTy.
[leByLUKa CKIoOHMNa rosnosy.

— Bbl 661 4OOpLI KO MHE, — NpOoLLENnTan OH, — U Tenepb, koraa MoByTy XO4eT NPUYMHUTL BaM Bpes,
1 Npywen npeaynpeauTb Bac.
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— Y10 Tbl UMEEeLWb B BUAY? — cnpocuna dnopa TMX1MM rosiocom.

— 4 umeto B BUAY 10, 4T0 MOBYTY OTAAnN npukas CBOMM BOMHaM youTb BCex Genbix nocne Toro, kak
OyayT youTtbl apabbl, a Bac B3ATb B NIIEH — OH XOYET NpoAaTth Bac 3a 60nblume AeHbry.

— Ho kak Tbl 06 3TOM y3Han? — NonHTepecoBanach AeBYLUKA.

— O6 aTOM 3HalOT BCE YEPHOKOXME B narepe. S JormkeH Obin yKpacTb y Bac BUHTOBKY M NUCTONET, a
ApYrue cnyrv NoXuTuTb Opy>Kune y CBomnx Benbix X03sieB.

— YepT Bo3bMU! — BOCKNMKHYNa ®riopa, BCKakMBasi Ha HOrU. — 3aam Xe 9 Tpernky 3Tomy
YyepHoMasomy! — KpUKHyra OHa, BbiXBaTbiBas NUCTONET U HANpaBnssiCb K BbIXOAY U3 nanaTku, HO
Manb4uLLKa 06XxBaTU ee 3a KONeHwu.

— HeTt! HeTt! — 3awenTtan oH. — He genante atoro. He roBopute HM4ero. Bce B narepe npoTuBs Bac,
MoByTy noobeLluarn, 4To CNoHOBas KOCTb ByaeT nogeneHa mexay BceMu NopoBHy. Ecnu Bbl cenvac
Oynete yrpoxaTtb MoByTYy unv oHM goragaroTcsl, 4TO Bbl 3HaeTe 06 UX HAMEPEHUAX, OHU Cpasdy Xe
HanagyT Ha Bac M BCEX YHUYTOXAT.

— Ho uto Xe MHe genatb? — cnpocuna dnopa.

— EONHCTBEHHDBIN NnyTb K CNAaCeHn — noGer. Bbl n 6enbie MYX4YUHbI OOJTXHbI y6€)KaTb B KYHITIN, HO
A HE CMOry BacC COonpoBOXaaTb.

lEI,eByLLIKa CTOd1la Mon4ya, mgaada Ha MmasibvnuKy, 3aTeM CKasarna:

— XopoLlo, 8 caenato Tak, Kak Tbl COBeTyellb. Thl CNac MHE »M3Hb, U 1 3TOr0 HMKoraa He 3abyay. A
Tenepb uan, YTobbl Ha Tebs He Nnano NoAo3peHUe.

HerpuTeHoK BbICKONb3HYI Yepes3 3aaHW NOMor nanaTtku, YTobbl He BblTb 3aMeYeHHbIM KEM-HNBYAb
N3 CBOMX COMMEMEHHMKOB, PACMNOSTOXMBLLMXCSA B LLIEHTPE SIPKO OCBELLEHHOro narepsi. Kak Tonbko oH
ncyes, dnopa oCTOpoXKHO BbiOpanachb 13 nanaTtku n Hanpaeunack k Kpacku. Pycckun »xmn BMecTe ¢
Bnobepom, n dropa TMxmMM LWENOTOM pacckasdana um obovm To, 0 YeM npeaynpeann ee
Manbunwka-cnyra. Kpackm nossan Ne6nsa n TopHa. bbino pewweHo, 4TO OHW HY CITOBOM HU KECTOM
He BblgaayT CBOMX NOOO3PEHUN. AHINnYaHe NpeanoXnnm HanacTb Ha YePHOKOXMX N Nepebutb
BCeX, HO dropa oTroBopua Ux OT TakOM NOCMELUHOCTU, MO0 Ty3eMubl 3HAYUTENBHO NPEBOCXOANMNN
NX YMCNEHHOCTbLIO, M Nnobeaa Hag HUMKM Bbina HEBO3MOXHON. bniobep, ¢ ero XMTpbIM N3BOPOTAMBLIM
YMOM, NpeafoxXun TanHo coobwmtb apabam o rotossiemcs 6yHTe paboB 1 06begnHEHHBIMN
CMnamMu HanacTb Ha YEPHOKOXUX, HE AoXMAasch nx ataku. M BHoBb drnopa oTknoHuna
npeanoXeHue.

— OTOT BapuaHT He NponaeT, — ckasana oHa. — [Ins Hac apabbl Takue e Bparu, kak u Ty3eMubl.
[axe ecnv Mbl pasobbem YepPHOKOXMX, MOXET CIy4MTbCS Tak, YTO apabbl y3HalOT Bce NoapobHocTH
Hallero nnaHa, v TOr4a Hawu XXM3HU He ByayT CTOUTb HU LieHTa.

— A aymato, 4yto dropa Kak Bcerga npaesa, — nposopyan Nebna. — Ho s xoten Obl 3HaTb, YTO Mbl
Oyoem genatb B XKyHrnsx ogHu 6e3 HerpoB? KTo ByaeTt TackaTb Halum BeLym, ykasbiBaTb Ham
aopory?

— HerT, a9 gymato, 4To HaM HU4YEro Apyroro He OCTaeTcs, Kak 6exaTb B J)KYHIIM, — ckasarn TopH.
TyT 0o ywen 6enbix n3ganeka AOHECCA peB NbBa U3 LKYHIMNEN.
— On, on! — Bckpuyan bnobep. — Mbl nonaem B 3TN SXKYHIM ogHn? ManH roTT!

A nyywe ocTaHycb 34€ech, U NYCTb S NOMMBHY Kak 6enbii YenoBsex.
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— OHu He ybbtoT TEebSs kak 6enoro yenoseka, — ckasan Kpacku. — OHu ByayT 4OMAro 1 N3oLwpeHHo
nblTate T€6S U My4YnTh.

Bniobep 3anomun pyku, 1 KpynHble Kanmim noTa KaTUncb no ero 3annakaHHOMY funLy.
— boxe mon! — npuuntan oH. — 3ayem g ato caenan? lNovemy 9 He ocTancsa goma B JloHaoHe!

— 3amonuu, — otpesana ®nopa. — Pa3se Tbl He NOHMMaeLLb, YTO TBOE NOBEAEHNE MOXET Bbl3BaTb
NOAO3PEHUs], U Mbl BCe NOrMbHeM. Ham ocTaeTcs TONbKO OOHO: A0XKAEMCS, KOrga OHM HanaayT Ha
apabos. Opyxwne GygeT Bce eLle y Hac. B cymatoxe cxaTku nonpobyem ybexxaTb B J)KYHINK, a
nocne npuaeTcsa ynosaTb TONbko Ha bora.

— [a, — pblgan BkoHew, ob6e3ymeBLwnin bnobep. — ManH rott, nomorn Ham!
Uepes MMHYTY K HUM nogowien MoByTy.

— Bce rotoBo, 6BaHbl. ByabTe Haueky. Kak TONbKO 3aKOHUUTCS Y>KUH — YCTbILLIMTE BbICTPEN U3
BMHTOBKM. QTO — cuUrHan aTtaku. Toraa oTKpbliBaviTe OroHb Nno apabam.

— Xopouo, — cornacuncsa Kpacku. — Mbl TONbKO YTO roBOpUiM 06 3TOM U peLLnin 3aHATb MECTO Y
BOPOT, 4TOObI OTpe3aTb UM NyTb K OTCTYMNSEHMUIO.

— OTnnyHo, — ckasan MosyTy 1, obpaTtmBLuMCh K dnope, aobasun: — Ho Bbl 4O/MKHbLI OCTaBaTbCA
3[eCb, BaM He CTOUT BBA3bIBATbLCS B CXBaTKy, 3TO CAMLWIKOM onacHo. OcTtaBanTech B NanaTke, noka
Mbl Oygem Bectun 6on.

— NNagHo, — oTBETMNA AEBYLUKa, — S COrnacHa.

[10BOMbHbIN TEM, YTO BCe CkNaablBaeTcs Kak Hernb3s nydwe, MoByTy yulen, 1 BCKOpe Becb narepb
NPUCTYNWI K Be4epHel Tpanese. B Bo3ayxe oulywanacb atMocgepa caepXaHHOro HanpsiKeHus:,
KOTOPYIO NOYYBCTBOBaNM Aaxe apabbl, XOTA He NOHUManu npuynHbl. Brobep Gbin Tak HamnyraH, 4To
He MOr ecTb, a cuaen 6neaHbIv U gpoXxalumii, AMKo o3upasick Bokpyr. OH nepeBoaun B3rnsg ¢
apaboB Ha HerpoB, 3aTeM Ha BOpPOTa, PacCTOsIHME 40 KOTOPbIX MPOMEPWUIT B YME COTHU pas, U C
Y)XacoM Kaan CUrHanbHoro BbICTpena, nocre KOToporo OH AOIMKEH Obln okasaTbCs B [KYHINSAX, rae
ero, Kak oH AymMari, MOMEHTaNbHO COXPEeT NepBbIii Xe NeB.

Mebn3 1 TopH onermMaTnuyHo XeBasnu CBO NULLY, YTO Bbi3biBario TOLUHOTBOPHOE OTBpaLleHMe
Bnobepa. Kpacku, 6yayym HageneHHbIM YyBCTBUTENBHBIM M HEPBHBLIM TEMMNEPAMEHTOM, €11 Maro,
HO He BblKa3blBall HUKaKMX NPU3HAKOB cTpaxa. TOYHO Tak e Bena cebs n dnopa, xoTs B rnybuHe
AyLWwn noHMana 6e3HageXHOCTb UX MONOXKEHMS.

Crano TeMHo. HekoTopble 13 HerpoB 1 apaboB eLle goenanu CBOM YXXWH, Kak BAPYT TULLKHY
pasopBan BUHTOBOYHbIN BbicTper. Kpacku Bckounn n cxsaTtun dnopy 3a pyky.

— MNopa! — KpuKHy”nN oH.

3a HuMm k BopoTam bpocunuck Nebns, TopH n Tpenewywmn bnobep, KoTopomy cTpax npugan
KPbISbSi.

BO3}J,yX ornacuriicA BUHTOBO4YHbIMW BbICTPEIIaMn N KpUKaMn cpaXatoLnxca nogen.

Apabbl, YNCMO KOTOPbIX NPEBbLILLANO AXUHY, BENN METKUI NPULESbHBIN OroHb, U Korga Kpacku
pacnaxHyn BopoTa U NATepo B6enbIX CKPbINCbL B TEMHOTE AXKYHINEN, UCXOA4 CXBaTku Obin eLue
HesiceH. OQHaKO YMCNEHHOE NPEBOCXOACTBO YEPHOKOXNX BCE XKe Aano CBOM pe3ynbTaThl, U BCKOpe
Oon 3aBepLunscsa TeM, YTO Ty3eMLbl MPUCTPENNIM NOCNEeAHEro N3 KOYEBHMKOB ceBepa. BoT TyT-To
MoByTy 1 obHapyxun ncuyesHoseHne 6enbix. Herp cpasy noHsn ase Bewm. [NepBoe, — YTO KTO-TO
ero npegan, u BTopoe — 4to 6enble He MOrnn YATK Oanekxo.
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Co3BaB CBOMX BOMHOB, OH pacckasar, YTo NPOU30LLNOo, 1 Npeaynpeann, 4Yto, ecnun 6enbiM yaacTcs
CKPbITbCSl, OHM BEPHYTCS C NOoAKpenneHnem, 4tobbl HakasaTb ux. OH Npukasan HeMeaneHHo
OpraHM3oBaThb NOroHK, YTOOLI 6enble He cmornu aobpaTtbes Ao Gnvkanwen gepeBHU, 40 KOTOPON
OblNT 04MH OHEBHOW Nepexon nyTu.

XVI. AIMA3SHAA COKPOBULLHNLIA

Korga NPUMNUTUBHbIE ObIMOBbIE LUALLUKWN CTalnun 3anofiHATb TpOHHbII7I 3an AbIMOM, rOMaHraHu
CTONMNMUITINCb BOKPYT TapsaHa, YMOIAA CnacTu UX, Tak Kak OHU TOXe 3aMeTUusn 6onranu,
CTOPOXMBLUNX BbIXOAbl U3 NMOMeELLEeHNA U NoAXKNOaBLLUUNX NUX B Caly 1 Ha Teppace ABopLa.

— Mopoxaute HeMHOro, — ckasan Tap3aH, — Noka AblM He cAenaeTcs A0CTaTO4HO ryCTbIM, YTOObI
CKpbITb Haw yxoa. Mbl 6yaem npopbiBaTbCsl Yepes OKHa, BbIXOAsLLME Ha Teppacy, MOTOMY YTO 3TO
caMblil KOPOTKMIA NYTb K BOCTOYHLIM BOpOTaM. Takum ob6pa3omM Koe y KOro U3 Hac NosiBUTCS LLAaHC Ha
cnaceHue.

— Y MeHs1 eCTb NfiaH nonyylle, — ckasan ctapuk. — Korga gbiM CKpoeT Hac, uante 3a MHOW. ECTb
BbIXO 13 3ana, KOTOPbIN HE OXpaHAeTCH, 9 OOHapyXun ato, korga NPoOXoAns MMMO NOMOCTa 3a
TPOHOM. BEpOSITHO, MM 1 B rofNoBYy HE NPULLIIO, YTO Mbl MOXXEM UM BOCMNOJS1b30BaTbCS, MO3STOMY OHU
N HEe BbICTaBUIMN OXpaHy.

— Kyna oH Beget? — cnpocun Tap3saH.

— B nogean 6awHn anmasos, Ton camon, rae st Bnepeble BcTpeTun Bac. OT Hee 6nvxke Bcero ao
BOCTOYHbIX BOPOT, 1, €CNK Mbl cymeeM AobpaTtbcs Ao 6allHM paHblue, Yem GonraHu goragarTcs O
HaLLMX HaMepEeHUsIX, Mbl, MO KparHen Mepe, CMOoXeM AOCTUYb Neca.

— [NpekpacHo! — BOCKNMKHYN YernoBek-06e3bsiHa. — Tenepb yXKe CKOpO AblM CKPOET Hac OT GonraHu.

M B camom gene, AbiMm cTaHOBUIICS Bce bonee rycTbiM. Haxogsawmmca B KomHaTe Obino YXXe TpyaHo
OblllaTb, MHOIrMe Kawnanm n3 nocnegHmx cun.

— £ He 3Hato, CKOSbKO eLle Mbl CMOXEM 3TO BblAepXaTb, — ckasasn Tap3aH. — KaxeTcs, C MeHs
JOCTaTOYHO.

— MNopoxanTte eLle YyTb-4yTb, — CKasan ctapuk. — CKopo Hac coBceM He ByaeT 3aMeTHO.
— A 6onblue He mory, — npocToHana J1a. — A 3agbixatoCb U HUYETO YXKe He BUXY.

— Hy uT0 X, — cornacuncs ctapuk. — lNo-moemy, AbiMa BNOSIHE JOCTaTOYHO.

Ctynante 3a mHon!

OHn 060rHynn NOMOCT 1 BOLWSIM B HEOONbLLIOW NPOEM, CKPbITbIA MOPTbEPaMM.

Ctapwuk wen nepsbiM, 3a HAM J13, a cnegom — Tap3saH ¢ [bkaa-6an-gaxa, koTopbi 3106HO pbivarn,
BblpaXkasi CBOe He0BONbCTBO. 3a Tap3aHOM 1 NMbBOM CEMEHWIN KALLMSOLWME TOMaHraHu, Ho,
onacasicb Hymbl, OHM He Hanupanu Ha rpynny, UAayLlyt Bnepean, Y4To B Apyrom crny4vae
HenpeMeHHo caenanu 6bl.

3a npoemMom OHU yBuAEenu rpybble CTyneHbKW, BeAyLne BHU3, B TEMHbIN KOPUAOP, TSHYLLMIACA B
GalwHo anmasoB. OHM YyBCTBOBasM Takoe obnerdyeHne nocrne nbiTkM AbIMOM, YTO He obpalyanu
BHMMaHMS Ha TEMHOTY B KOPMOOPE M TEPNENMBO CrieA0Bany 3a CTapukoM, KOTOPbIA OGBSICHUI, YTO
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Bnepean nx xXAayT HOBbIE NPENATCTBUA.

B koHLe kopuaopa cTapyk OCTaHOBUIICS Nepes TSKenon ABepbio, KOTOPYH NOCHe HEKOTOPbIX
yCUNMIA eMy yOanocb OTKPbITb.

— Mopoxante HeMHoro, — ckasarn oH. — Cenvac s Hangy daken u 3axry ero.

OHu ycnbilwanu, Kak OH ABUraeTcs 3a ABEPbIO, a 3aTeM BCMbIXHYI TYCKMbI cBET. B nyyax
Yyagsiuero dakena Tap3aH yBuaen nepes coboin orpoMHyto NPSMOYrofnbHY0 KOMHaTy, AarnbHue
YIIbl KOTOPOW TEPSINUCL B TEMHOTE.

— MycTb BONQYT BCe, — CKasan CTapuik, — 1 3aKponTe 3a HUMK aBepb. — Korga Bce 6b1no BbINOMHEHO,
OH noseasn Tap3aHa. — Ham Hy)XHO OBuraTbCs ganblue, HO Npexae s Xody nokasaTb Bam 3penuiie,
KOTOpOe He BUAEN HUKTO.

OH noBen ero B AarnbHWIA KOHEL, KOMHaTbI, rae B cBeTe dakena TapaaH yBuaen AnvHHbIE paabl
MOSOK, Ha KOTOPLIX NeXxanu MeLKX, caenaHHble u3 Wwkyp. CTapuk npukpenun daken kK ogHon 13
MOSoK, B355T MELLOK, pa3Bsi3arn ero 1 BbiCbinan Ha JlagoHb YacTb COAEPXKUMOTO.

— Anmasbl, — ckasarn OH.
Kaxabln N3 3TUX MELLKOB BECU HE MeHee NATU OYHTOB U Kaxabi 6bin HAbUT anmasamu.

— OHn cobupanu nx B Te4eHne MHOMMX BEKOB, — OO BbACHUI OH, — TaK Kak AobbiBatoT 6onblue, Yem
MOryT Ucnonb3oBaTth. B nx nereHgax ectb NoBepbe, YTO KOrga-HMOyAb aTnaHTbl BEPHYTCS, U OHU
CMOryT npoaaTb UM anmasbl. [103TOMy OHU NPOAOIMKAOT A0ObLIBaTb UX U XPaHAT Tak, byaTo
cobupatoTca 3aBTpa HavyaTb TOproemnto. BosbMuTe NO MeLWwo4vKy ¢ cobor, — ckasarn OH 1 nepenan
oavH TapsaHy, gpyron J1a. — A He Bepto, 4TO Mbl kKorga-HMbyab BbibepemMcs oTcoga, HO KTO 3HaeT...

W oH B3an TpeTui meLoyek cebe. VI3 anmasHon COKPOBULLHULbI CTApUK NOBEN UX MO MPUMUTUBHON
NeCTHWLE Ha 3Tax Bbllle K rMaBHOMY BbIxo4y M3 BawwHun. Tenepb TOMNbKO MacCuBHasi ABEPb
oTAensina ux ot BOCTOYHbIX BOPOT, KOTOPbIe Obinv XOpoLLO BUAHbI Henoganeky. Ctapuk 6bin yxe
roToB OTKPbITb €€, HO Tap3aH OCTaHOBWIT €ro.

— MNogoxante HeMHoro, — ckasars OH. — |_|yCTb ocCTalibHble TOMaHraHu HOLI,OVILI,yT.

Mm noTpebyeTcs kakoe-To Bpemsi, 4ToObl NogHATLCS No nectHuue. Koraa Bce cobepyTtces,
pacnaxHuTe ABepb, U Mbl C J13 1 AI0XUHOM roMmaHradm 6pocumcs Kk Bopotam. OcTanbHble NPUKPOIOT
Hac B criydyae HanageHusa 6onranu. MNMpurotoBbTeCh, — Npeaynpeann Tap3aH, a MUHYTOW No3xe
ckomaHgosan. — Nopa!

3acoB ynan, u ABepb pacnaxHynacb, o4HOBPEMEHHO BCs rpynna 6pocunack k BopoTam.

BonraHu, KoTopble Bce eLle ToNnNuMck BOKPYr TPOHHOIO 3ana, He nogo3pesanu o nobere, HO korga
Tap3saH u [xaa-6an-gxa yxe npoxoannum CKBo3b BOCTOYHbIE BOPOTA, Apyrne 6onraHn 3aMeTunm mx
N CO CTpaLUHbIM KPUKOM BpOCUNNCE B MOTOHIO.

— OHun nayt! — kpukHyn Tap3saH. — J19, 6ernte npsamo B gonuHy Onapa!
— A TbI? — cnpocuna monogas XeHuwmHa.
— £l ocTaHycb € romaHraHu n nonpobyto NpenofaTth YpoK 3TUM HeBexaM. J13 ocTaHoBUNach.

— bes T1ebs s He caenato HU wara, — BOCKIMKHYNa OHa. — Thl U TaK CIMLLKOM PUCKOBaI U3-3a MeHS.
HeT, 6e3 Te65 A He nonay!
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YUenoBek-00e3bsHa noxarn nnevyamMmu.
— [eno Bawe. Ho oHu npubnuxatoTrcs.

C Gonblmm TpyAOM emy yaanochb cobpaTtb roMaHraHu, KOTopble, BbIpBaBLUMCL 33 BOpOTa, MeyTanu
nuwb 06 ogHoM — yGexaTb noaanblue B AXKYHITIN.

Mo ero 30By cobpanocb OKOMO NATUAECATU BOMHOB, M C HUMW OH 3aHs NO3ULMI0 Y BOPOT, YTOObI
caoepXaTb HaTUCK HECKONbKUX COT GonraHu.

Mogowen ctapuk 1 NONOXWI PYKY Ha nnedo Tap3aHa.
— Bam Hago 6kl 6exaTb, — ckasarn OH. — [oMaHraHm 6bICTPO yTPaTAT BOMHCTBEHHbIN MNblf.

— Tenepb 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO, — OTBETUN Tap3aH, — MHaye BCA JONNHA NPeBPaTUTCSH B KPOMELLHbIN
an.

EnBa oH 3akoHuYMn ¢opasy, Kak OAUH U3 rOMaHraHn BOCKITUKHYI:
— CMoTpuTE, Hawm nayT! — 1 ykasan Ha Tpony, BeAyLLyto 13 reca.

— W oueHb kcTatn, — ynblbHyncs Tap3aH, 3aMeTuB NepBbIN OTPSA roMaHraHu, 6eryLmx K Bopotam. —
3a MHOM! — KpUKHYI OH npubnuxatowmmea Herpam. — bonraHm cobupatotca HanacTb Ha Hac. guTe
1N OTOMCTMTE UM 3a Bce Balum obuapi!

OTtpsag 6pocuncsa B 6oin. 3a HUM BOMHa 3a BOSIHOW Yepe3 BOCTOYHbIE BOPOTA NOKaTUAaCh flaBuHa
rOMaHraHu.

Kpukun 6uTBbI, KpoBb 1 0bLlee Bo3byxaeHne aosenu [xaa-6an-a)ka 4o Takoro HEMCTOBCTBA, YTO
TapsaHy ¢ TpyaoM yaaBarnoch CAEpPXKMBaTb ero, YTobbl B Mblfly CXBATKM OH HE NOpaHun KOoro-Hmbyab
n3 gpysen. 310 TpeboBano HemMarsbIX YCUUA N BHUMaHUS, NO3TOMY Tap3aH NoYTn He NpuHUMan
yyacTtus B 6uTBe, HO BCKOpPE eMy CTaro sICHO, YTO TOSbKO YyA0 Tenepb Morfo cnactu 6onraHn. Ho
YyyZa He Npoun3oLso. FoMaHraHu, onbAHEHHbIE OT XaXdbl KPOBABOIrO MLLUEHUS U OKPbISIEHHbIE
nepBbIMKU ycnexamu, Bnanu noYTu B TaKoe e HEUCTOBCTBO, YTo 1 [xaa-6an-axa.

OHu He npocunu nowagbl U camn He Waaunmn BparoB. butea 3akoH4Mnack, Korga nocrnegHun
BonraHun GbisT YHUUTOXKEH.

Mocne Toro, kak 6own 3aBepLunncs, Tap3aH, J13 u cTapuk BEpHyNUCb B TPOHHbIN 3ar. 3anax gbima
yxXe ycnen BbiBeTpuTbC. Croga OHM BbI3Banun cTapenLlmH BCeX AepeEBEHD, U, Koraa Te cobpanuch
nepeg noOMOCTOM, Ha KOTOPOM CTOSANU Tpoe BerbiX C OrPOMHbLIM YePHOIPUBLIM fNIbBOM, Tap3aH
obpaTuncs K HAM.

— [omMaHraHu gonuHbl ABOpLA anvasoB, — Hayan oH. — QTOM HOoYbto Bbl 3aBoeBanu ceoboay u
n3baBunucb OT rHeTa pabcTea. B TedeHMe MHOMMX NOKONEHWIA Bac yrHeTanm U NPUTECHNANN, HO
HUKOrga cpeam Bac He MNosiBNSANCS BOXAb, CNOCOOHLIN NpaBUTb BaMy Myapo U ClpaBeanmBeo.
MoaToMy Bbl AOMKHbI M30paTb NpaBUTENs APYroi pacsl.

— Tebs! Tebsa! — pasganncb ronoca co BCEX CTOPOH.

— HeTt! — Bo3pasun TapaaH, NogHsIB pyKy 1 Npu3biBas K MOn4YaHuo. — Ho ecTb YenoBek, KOTopbIn
XWUn cpeau Bac, 3HaeT BaluM 0Obl4aun 1 Balln NPUBbLIYKKU, BalLW HYXAbl K YasHUA. Ecnv oH
ocTaHeTcs ¢ BaM 1 ByaeT npaBuUTb BaMu, S yBEPEH, YTO Ans Bac 310 ByaeT xopowlo, a oH byaet
Myapbim Boxaem! — I TapsaH ykasan Ha cTapuka.

CTapuk NocMoTpern Ha YenoBeka-06e3bsHy C HEOYMEHMWEM.
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— Ho 5 xouy yinTn oTcioaa, — ckasan oH. — 5 Xovy BEPHYTbCS B MMP LMBUNN3ALMK, OT KOTOPOro Obin
OTOpBaH BCE 3TU roAbl.

— Beicnywante meHs, — npogorkan Tap3aH. — Bbl OTCyTCTBOBaNu Tak gOMro. ..

Bbl He HarMageTe HMKOro N3 CBOMX NPEXHNX ApYy3en. Ho Bbl CTONKHETECH C NOXbIO N NULEMEPUEM,
XKaOHOCTbIO N XXEeCTOKOCTbI. BaMn HUKTO He ByaeT nHtepecoBaTbcs. A, Tap3aH n3 nnemeHn
06e3bsiH, OgHaXabl MOKUHYN AXXYHITM M YLWen B ropog, NOCTPOEHHbIV NogbMK1, HO BbICTPO
NnoYyBCTBOBas OTBpaLLEHME K LMBUNN3ALMN N BEPHYICSA K CBOUM 6r1iaropodHbIM 3BEPSIM, KOTOpbIE
YeCTHbl B cBOEW Nto6BU 1 B cBOeN HeHaBUCTU. OHKU no-HacTosweMy cBo6oa0ntobussl n
€CTeCTBEHHbI. Ecnu Bbl BEpHETECH, TO ByaeTe pa3ovyapoBaHbl U CKOPO NOYYBCTBYETE, YTO YNYCTUNN
BO3MOXXHOCTb BbIMOMHUTL paboTy, MEBLLYIO ANsi Bac 60MbLWON CMbICA. S HE MOry OCTaTbCsl, YTOObI
BbIBECTU UX N3 MpaKa HEBEXECTBA, a Bbl MOXeTe. Bbl caenaete M3 HUX Tpyaontobusbix
aobpoaeTenbHbIX Nogen. A Beab cendac oHM gaxe He 0byyeHbl npueMam Be4eHUSI BOVHbI, XOTS Y
HUX BCErga HamayTca 3aBUCTHUKKN, KOTOPbIE NOMNbITAOTCA 3axXBaTUTb TO, YTO Y HUX €CTb. [oaTomy
Bbl AOJTKHbI BOCNUTaTb CBOMX NOAAAHHbIX TaK, YTOObI OHM MOIMM 3aluuLLaTb CBOK CTPaHy M CBOM
npaea, a 4nsa 3TOro HY>KHO Hay4nUTb MUX MHOTMM NOJSIE3HbLIM BELLLAM.

— Bbl roBopuTe npasuJibHO, Tap3aH N3 nnemMeHn obesbsH, — OTBETUN CTapukK. — B Tom Mupe mHe
He4Yero genartb, U, €Clii roMaHraHu 3axoT4aT BuaeTb MeHA CBOMM KOPOoJeM, 4 OCTaHyCb 34€Cb.

Koraa Tap3saH nonHTepecoBasrica MHEHMEM CTapeNLLnH, Te OTBETUIIN, YTO KOJlb CKOPO OH CaM He
MOXET ObITb MX NPaBUTENEM, OHU C PafOCTb0 COMNacAaTCs Ha KaHauaaTypy cTapuka, KOToOporo
3HaKT BCe Kak 40Bporo nopsagoyHoro Yernoseka, Bceraa Apy>KeCKM OTHOCMBLLErOCHA K rOMaHraHu.

Tem BpeMeHeEM B TpOHHbII7I 3aln npmMBeEsin OCTaBLUNXCA B XUBbIX 6onranu, KOTOpbIle NpATanmcb B
pa3HbIX NoOMeLleHNnAX aBopLa. 3pecb MM Gbin npengocrtaBneH Bbl60p: OoCTaTbCA B A0JIMHE pa6aM|/|
Unn xe Hascerga nokKnHyTb CTpaHy. npl/lcyTCTBleLLl,I/Ie roMmaHraHu XoTenn TyT e pacrnpaBuUTbCA C
HMMW, HO HOBbIN npaBuUTEslb 3anpeTus UM genatb 3TO.

— Kyna e Mbl nogem, ecnv NokMHeM AONMHY anmasoB? — Cnpocun oauH 13 6onraxHu. — Yo
HaxoauTca 3a ropogoM Onapom, HaMm He U3BecTHO, a B camoM Onape Mbl MOXEM BCTPETUTb NKLLb
Bparo..

TapsaH cuaen, HacMeLLnMBO MSAAS Ha HUX, U MonYar, noka ctapenilnHbl BHOCUIN CBOM
NPeanoXeHUst OTHOCUMTENBHO AanbHelwen cyabbbl 6onraHu, HakoHew, NOAHANCS U 0bpaTuncs K
HUM.

— Bac TyT oKono coTHu, — ckasan OH, — 1 Bbl CMeNble CcylecTBa U Xxpabpble BOMHbI. Pagom co MHOM
cuaunt J1a, BepxoBHas xpuua u koponesa Onapa. 3nobHbIN TUpaH HE3aKOHHO OTHSANM Yy Hee BNacTb U
3axBaTun TpoH. 3aBTpa Mbl naem B Onap ¢ caMbiMn CMeNbIMU rOMaHraHu, Ytobbl HakasaTb Kagxa,
npegatens n N3MeHHuKa, 1 BepHyTb TPoH J1a. Ho Tam, rae ogHaxabl Obinn NnocesiHbl cemeHa
N3MEHbI, OHM BCEraa MoryT npopacTn BHOBb. [oTpebyeTcsa Hemano BpemeHn, npexae vyem J1a
Oynet B nonHom 6e3onacHoCcTU. BOoT 06CTOATENBCTBO, KOTOPOE AaET BaM LaHc. igute BMmecTe C
Hamu B Onap, cpakantecb C HaMu 3a BOCCTaHOBIEHNe Bnactu J13, a notom, korga 6opbba
3aKOHYMTCS, OCTaBalTeCh TaM B KayecTBe TenoxpaHutenen J13, 4Tobbl 3almaTb ee He TONbKO OT
BHELUHUX BParoB, HO U OT BHYTPEHHNX.

Bonranu obcyxaanu aTo NpeanoXeHue HeCKONbKO MUHYT, a 3aTeM OAWMH U3 HUX NogoLlen K
Tap3aHy.

— MbI cornacHsbl, — ckasan OH.
— W Bbl BygeTe npeaaHbl J19? — cnpocun Yenoeek-ob6e3bsiHa.

— Mbl HUKOrAa He 3MeHsieM npucsre, — obmnaenca 6onraxm.
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— JlagHo, — BoCKNukHyn Tap3aH, — A Bbl, J19, 4OBOSIbHbI TAKUM peLieHnem?

— 4 npuHumato nx Ha cnyxby, — otBetuna J1a. PaHHum yTpom crieaytouwlero agHa Tap3aH n J1a B
COMPOBOXAEHUN TPEXTLICAYHOrO OTPSAA rOMaHraHn U COTHU BOMraHn BbICTYNUIM B NOX04. Y HUX He
ObISI0 HUKAKOrO NJiaHa, OHW NPOCTO LAY Yepes OONMHY MPSAMO K KPEMOCTHBIM CTEHAM.

ManeHbkas cepasi 06e3bsiHka cugena cpeay BUHOrpaaHbIX 103 Ha CTEHE Xxpama U gpemana,
nokaymnBasi rofiloBON U3 CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. BHE3anHo NpocHyBLUNCbL, OHa 3aMHTepecoBarnach TeM,
YTO MPOMCXOOUIO BHU3Y M pa3BOSIHOBaNach 40 TakoW CTENeHu, YTo 3abbina gaxe noyecaTb CBOE
OpoLLKO — 3aHATME, KOTOPOMY OHa Ntobuna npegaBaTbCs B Yachkl gocyra. Yem 6nvxke
npubnuxanacb KONIOHHa BOMHOB, TEM CUbHEE POCIo BO30YyaeHne maHy-o6e3bsiHkn. Korga e go
Hee JOLUSIO OFPOMHOE YMCNO roMaHraHu, oHa OykBanbHO nogckovmna. OHa He Bepuna CBOMM
rrnasam, HoO NnocnegHWn Kannewn, 3actasmBLleEn ee bpocuTbesa Ko Asopuy Onapa, 6bin Bug 6onranHm —
Y>KacCHbIX BENMKaAHOB-NO40EA0B. * * *

Kaxg Haxoguncs Bo BHYTpPEHHEM OBOpPE XpaMa, rge Bo BpeMsda BOoCXoda COJiHUa OH NpUHOCUI
XepTBy I'InameHerou.l,emy EOFy. Pagom cTtosinn mnagwue Xpeubl n Oy CO CBOMU Xpuuamun. To, uto
mMexay Kagxem un Oy cyuwiecteoBalin pasHormnacud, GbIno BNOHO C nepBoro Barfdaa.

— Thbl ONATL NPEBLICUIT CBOU MOSTHOMOYUS, BEPXOBHbIN XpeL, — roopuna Oy ¢ ropeybto. — TOmMbKO 4,
BEPXOBHas XpuLa, MMeto NpaBo NPUHOCUTL XepTBy NnameHetowemy bory, HO Tbl BHOBb
OCKBEPHSIELLb CBALLEHHbIN KUHXan CBOEN HEAOCTONHOM PYKOW.

— Monun, xeHwmHa, — orpbi3Hyncsa Kagx. — A — nosenutens Onapa 1 BEPXOBHbIN XpeL, a Tbl —
HUKTO. He ucnbiTbiBan MOe TeprieHne, Haye Ha CBOEN LLKYpPe UCTbITaellb JeNCTBME CBALLEHHOTO
KNHXana.

OTKpoBeHHas yrposa, npo3By4yasLuasi U3 yct Kagxa, He octanacb He3amMeyYeHHOW OKpYKatoLLMMMU.
Kak 6bl Mano oHu HK1 cuntanuck ¢ Oy, HO ee BbiCOKoe noroxeHne TpeboBano cobnioaeHns Hekoero
aTMKeTa.

— MNMoocTteperuck, Kagx, — npeaynpeamn oanH U3 CTapLumx Xpewos. — ECTb rpaHuubl, 3a KOTOpble
Aaxe Tbl HE MMeeLlb NpaBa nepecTynarthb.

— Tbl cMeeLWwb MHe yrpoxaTb? — BOCKIMKHYN Kagx ¢ dpaHaTu4HbIM 6rieckom B rnasax. — Thbl
ocMenuBaeLlbes yrpoxaTb MHe, Kagky, BepxoBHOMY xpeuy NnameHetowero bora?

C aTumMn cnoBamm OH NOLCKOYUI K OCKOp6I/IBUJeMy €ro Xpeuy, yrpoxatruie nogHAB KMH>XXall Haj
ronoBon. Kak pa3 B 3TOT MOMEHT B Mpoeme, Beayuem BO BHyTpeHHMﬁ OBOpP, nodaBunacb MmaneHbKas
cepas obe3bsiHKa, ncnyraHHada n ot4yadHHO BepellaBLuad.

— bonranu! bonranun! — kpnyana oHa. — bonraHn nayT!
Kamk ocTaHOBUICA U NOBEPHYICS K MaHy, ero pyka, CxnmasLlasa KMHxar, onyctunach.

— Tl BUAENa ux, MmaHy? — cnpocusn oH. — Tbl roBopullb NpaBay? Ecnv aTo ogHa 13 TBOUX LIYTOK, TO
oHa ByaeT nocnegHen B TBOEN XU3HK!

— #A roBopto npasay, — 3abopmoTana ManeHbkast MaHy. — A Bugena nx cobCTBEHHbIMY rnasamu.
— MHoro ux? — cnpocun Kagx. — Kak 6nmsko nogownu oHun k Onapy?

— WIX MHOro, Kak NiucTbeB Ha AepeBbax, — oTBeTUIa MaHy, — U OHU YXe Yy CTEH ropoga — donraHn n
romaHraHun. OHu BblpacCTaloT, KaK TpaBa, KOTopad pacCTeT B YLWENbAaX, rae npoxnagHo U Cblipo.

Kamk noBepHyncs, NOgHSAN NNLUO K COMHUY, U u3gan JOonrun NpoTSXKHbIA KPUK, 3aKOHYMBLLMIACS
NPOH3UTENbHbLIM BU3roM. TpuKabl CTPALUHO NPOKpWUYan oH, a 3aTeM npukasarn BCEM crnenoBaTh 3a
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HuM. OH Bpocunca npexae Bcero ko asopuy. Koraa Kagx cnewmnn no agpeBHen annee, co BCEX
CTOPOH K HEMY MPUCOEANHANNCH KOPEHACTbIE BONOCATbIE BOVHbI, BOOPY>XEHHbIE TSHXKENbIMU
Tonopamun n mevamu. Busxa n 6paHscb, Hag HAMKU B OPEBECHOW NTIUCTBE HOCUINCH C AECATOK UK
Bbonee ManeHbKMX cepbix 06E3bsiH.

— He 3gecb! — kpuyanu oHn. — He 3geck! — 1 ykasbiBanu Ha tor.

HeopraHnsosaHHoOM TONMNon 6exanwu xpeubl Bcnea 3a Kagxem. OHn MnHoBann asopew, 1
B306panncb Ha BEPLLMHY BbICOKOM CTEHbI, 3allMLLaBLLEN OBOPEL, C tora, Kak pa3 B TOT MOMEHT,
Korga BOMCKO Tap3aHa OCTaHOBWUIIOCHL Nepes HeW.

— KamHen, kamHen! — 3akpuyan Kagx, U, NOBUHYACH €ro Npukasy, XXeHLWNHbI BHU3Y NMPUHASUCH
cobupaTb C 3eMnM KaMHM 1 nogdpacsbiBaTb X BOMHAM HaBEPXY.

— Ybupantecb npoyb! — 3akpmyan Kagx, obpaiiasce K apmum npotnBHuKa. — Yxogute! A Kagx,
BEPXOBHbIN XpeL, NnameHetowero bora, a 3To ero xpam. He ockBepHANTE Xpama, nHade Bbl
ncnbiTaeTte Ha cebe rdes NMnameHetowero bora!

Tap3aH BblLLen BNepeau LWEePEHT CBOMX BOMHOB U, MOAHSIB PYKY, NPU3Bar K MOMYaHuio.

— 3aechb J1a, Balwa BepxoBHas XpuLa 1 3aKoHHasi kopornesa! — KpUKHYI OH XXUTensiM ropoaa,
HaxoasLmMes Ha cTeHe. — Kagk — npegaTenb 1 caMo3BaHeL.

OTKpblBaiiTe BOPOTa U BCTPeYaiTe CBO NMOBENUTENbHULY. BblaaiiTe n3MeHHNKOB NpaBocyauto, 1
HMKTO M3 HEBMHOBHbIX HE NocTpadaeT. B npoTMBHOM criydae Mbl BO3bMEM FOpo/ CUMOW, HO Toraa
OyaeT TpyaHO n3bexaTb KPOBOMPONUTHS.

Korga oH koH4YMn roBopuTb, J13 nogoLwuna K Hemy 1 BCcTana psgom, 4tobbl Bce xutenn Onapa mornum
ee BuaeTb. Pazganvcb pa3po3HEHHbIe BO3rfiachl MPUBETCTBUN U OTAENbHbBIE BbIKPUKM,
HanpasneHHble NpoTuB Kagxka. [NoHnmMasg, 4To HacTpoeHue ngen MeHAeTca He B ero nosnbay, Kagx
npukasan HaunHaTb aTaky U1 OAHOBPEMEHHO BpocKn KameHb, uensacb B Tap3aHa. Tonbko
nopasuTenbHas peakumsi U NOBKOCTb, KOTOpbIMK 0bnagan YenoBek-o6e3bsHa, cnacnm ero ot
HeMunHyeMowm rmbenn. Tap3aH yBEepPHYICs, KaMeHb NponeTen MMMO, HO yaapwn B rpyab O4HOMo 13
roOMaHraHu, KOTOPbIN ynars, CpaXKeHHbIN HAaCMepTb. B TOT e Mur Ha oTpsag YenoBeka-o6e3bsHbI
cBepxy obpyLumncs rpag kamHen. TapsaH gan curHan K Hanagexuto. Co cTpalHbiM peBoM 6onraHm
N TOMaHraHm puHynuch B ataky. Kak KoLK/ kapabKkanucb OHW MO LLepLIaBOn CTEHE,
obopoHstoLmMecsa BCTpeyanu ux ygapamm ayoumHok. Tap3saH Boibpan Kagxa 06beKToM CBOEro
HanageHusi 1 nepBbiM B306parca Ha KpenocTHY cTeHy. BonocaTbi KpMBOHOIMI BOMH XOTen
yOoapuTb ero gybuHom no ronose, HO YenoBek-obe3bsHa BbipBan N3 ero pyk opyxue n copocun
NPOTUBHMKA BHM3. B aTOT Mur oH yBuaen, kak Kagx nosepHynca n 6pocuncs Bo gsopel,. TyT K
TapsaHy nogckouunu elle asa BonHa. PasmaxmBasi AyOMHKOM HanpaBo 1 Haneeo,
YyernoBek-o06e3bsiHa yrnoxun obomnx u, namaTys o Tom, 4To Kagx aBnsanca rmason 3aroBopa npoTuBe
J13 1 4TO eMy Henb3s gaTb CKPbITbCS, NO6eXxan creaoM 3a BEPXOBHbBIM XXPELIOM.

Koe-kTo nbiTancs 3agepxaTtb Tap3aHa, HO, CXBaTUB OQHOrO M3 HanagaBLUMX 3a LMKOSOTKM, OH
pacKpyTWuI ero Hag rofioBou 1, pacduwiasa cebe nytb Takmm obpasom, npoLlen B AanbHUN KOHeL|
BHYTPEHHEro ABopa. Tam OH OCTAHOBWIICA, MOBEPHYIICA U C pa3maxy Gpocun Teno xpeua B CBOUX
npecnegosaTenemn.

He noxupasicb pe3ynbTaTtoB CBOEro 6pocka, OH CHOBa NOBEPHYICS M NPOAOSKUM MOFOHK0 3a
KamxeMm. Kagxx Bce Bpemsi onepexan ero, Tak Kak XopoLlo OpUeHTUpOBarcs B 3anyTaHHbIX
nabupuHTax asopua. B ToM, 4To NyTb BEN K XXepTBEHHOMY anTapto Xxpama, Tap3aH He COMHeBarcs.
OTTyna nerko GbINo NPOHUKHYTL B NoA3eMenbe ABopua, rae Kagk paccunTbiBan cnpstaTbes B
MHOFOYUCIIEHHbIX M MPaYHbIX TYHHENSIX.

MoaTomy Tap3aH CTpeMUIICs Kak MOXXHO CKOpee JOCTUYb XePTBEHHOMO antapsi BO BHyTPEHHEM
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ABope, 4Tobbl NnomeluaTh Kaaxky nobexaTtb 40 cnacuTenbHOro YKpbITUS, HO, Koraa
YyenoBek-06e3bsiHa BCTYNUN BO ABOP, XMTPO 3amMackupoBaHHas neTnst o6Bmna ero noabikk1, U oH
TSKENO ONMPOKMHYICSA Ha 3emnio. MoyTh cpasy ke HEeCKObKO HM3KopOoCHbix BonHoB Onapa
Gpocunucb Ha Hero, OrnyLEeHHOro NageHneMm.

Korga TapsaH npuwien B cebs, oH ObIn YK€ Kpenko CBA3aH MNno pykam 1 Horam.

CKBO3b TYMaHHY0 nerieHy oH YyBCTBOBAs, Kak ero NOAHANN ¢ 3eMnn, MOHECHN N BCKOPE ONyCTUNu
Ha XOJTOAHYI KaMEeHHYI0 NOBEPXHOCTb. [10TOM K HEMY BEPHYNOCb CO3HAHWE, U OH NOHSAN, YTO NEeXNUT
pacnpocTepTbi Ha XXepTBEHHOM anTape xpama [1nameHetowero bora, a Hag HUM cknoHunca Kagx,
BEPXOBHbIN XpeLl, )XeCTOKOE NULIO0 KOTOPOro BblpaXkarno Xry4yto HEHaBUCTb U NpeaBKyLLIeHne
KpoBaBOW MECTH.

— HakoHeu-1o! — 3anopagcrteoBan Kagx, nepenonHeHHbIn 6eweHcTBOM. — Ha cew pas Tbl, Tap3aH 13
nnemeHn obesbsH, y3Haelb He ToNbKo rHeB [MnameHetowero bora, HO 1 rHeB Kagxa-denoBeka.
Tenepb MHE HUKTO He nomeLuaeT!

OH 3aHec XXepTBeHHbIN KNHXan Hag cobon. 3a Kagxxem Tap3aH Buaen kpawn CTeHbl gsopua u
npeofoneBaloLLy0 3Ty CTEHY FONOBY M M€Y MOry4yero fibBa C YepHOW rpUBONA.

— [bxap-6an-gxa, yben ero! — KpukHy”n oH. — Y6en! Kagx 3amep, gepxa KuHxarn Ha Becy, U
NoBEpPHyCcs, YTOObI NpoCcNeanTb 3a B3rNsa4oM YenoBeka-ob6eabsaHbl. B aToT mur 3onoTon nes
CMpPbIrHYJS Ha 3eMI0 Nepeq ABYMS OCTONOGEHEBLUNMUN XpeLaMmmn u MOryunm NpbiKKOM NogMSAN Nnoa
cebsa BepxoBHOro xpeua Onapa. KuHxan ynan Ha nosi, U1 OrpOMHbIE YENCTU NibBa COMKHYUCb Ha
ropne Kagxa.

Mnagwwue xpeubl, cxBaTuBLMe Tap3aHa 1 Tenepb CTaBLUME CBUAETENSIMU CTPALLHON CMEPTH
CBOEro noBenuTens, B naHuke pasdexanuck, n nuuwb Tap3aH, [bkag-6an-gpxa v Tpyn Kagxka obinm
€ONHCTBEHHBLIMWN 0bUTaTENAMM XKEPTBEHHOIO Xpama asopLa.

— OxpaHsan, Dxan-6an-gxa, — npukasan Tap3aH, — NyCTb HAKTO HE NOCMEET NPUYUHUTL 3110 TBOEMY
XO35AUNHY. * * *

Uepes yac ctopoHHMKkM J1a 3axBaTnnu gpesHuin asopel, 1 xpambl Onapa. XXpeubl 1 BOVHbI, KOTOPbIE
OCTanuchb B XMBbIX, ObICTPO Npu3Hanu J13 cBoen KOponeBon 1 BEPXOBHON XpULEKn, n Tenepb No ee
npukasy ropoa obbickmBanu B nonckax TapsaHa n Kagxa. J13, Beas ogHy M3 NOUMCKOBbIX Fpynn,
BOLLIMA B XXEPTBEHHbIN 4BOP.

3penuuie, KOTopoe NpeacTano nepen ee rnasamu, 3actaBuno J13 0OCTaHOBUTBLCS: Ha anTape nexan
cBsi3aHHbI Tap3aH 13 nrnemeHn 06e3bsiH, a Hag HUM C OCKaneHHoW NacTbo 1 ropsLLIMMK Fnasamm
Bo3Bbllancs [xaa-6an-gxa, 3onoton nes.

— TapsaH! — BocknukHyna J13, warHyB Bnepep K antapto. — Kagpx Bce-Takm pobuncs ceoero! born
MOMX OTLLOB, CXarnbTecb Hago MHOW — Tap3aH mepTs!

— HeT, — Bapyr npousHec Tap3aH. — A oTHIOAb He ymep. NogonauTte n pasBsXxkute MeHs. S cBA3aH,
n, He byab [xap-6an-gxa, 9 4encTBUTENBHO NOrMb Obl OT BaLLero XXepTBEHHOro K1HXana.

— CnaBa bory! — npowenTtana J13 n gBuHynach K antapto, HO OCTaHOBMACh, 3achblllaB
yrpoxatoLlee pbli4aHve nbsa.

— Jlexxatb! — npukasan TapsaH. — [dan en nogontn. — U [xag-6an-opxa ner pagom co CBOUM
XO035IMHOM, MOMOXMB CBOKO ycaTylo MOpPAY Ha rpyAb YernoBeka-o6e3bsiHbl.

Na nogoluna, NogHana XepTBEHHbIN KUHXan, paspesana um nyTol, Aepxasluve MNosenuTens
[DKYHITEN B NfeHy, a 3aTeM yBuaena 3a antapem Tpyn Kagxa.
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— Baw 3nenwun Bpar mepTB, 1 3a 3TO Bbl MOXeTe bnarogaputb [xag-6an-axa, — ckaszan Tap3saH, —
Kak s1 mory 6narogaputb ero 3a CO6CTBEHHOE criaceHue.

Tenepb Bbl 6yaete npasuTe ONapom, HaXoAACh B APYKECKUX OTHOLLEHMSIX C FOPOAOM AOMMUHbI
[1BOpLIa anMasos.

B Ty e Houb Tap3aaH, 6onraHu, cTapenwmnHbl roMaHraHu, xpeubl 1 xpuuybl Onapa cugenu B
Bonblwom GaHKeTHOM 3ane ABopua Kak roctu Koponesbl J13 1 BKyLlanu AcTea C 30510TbIX Taperiok
APEBHUX aTNaHToB, U Ha crieayiollee yTpo Tap3aH u [xxaa-6an-gxa otnpasnunucb B 06paTHbIN NyTb
B CTpaHy Basnpu, JOMOW.

XVII. MbITKA Or'HEM

dnopa Xakec co cBoMMM CoobLHMKaMK, npecnegyemas MoByTy u ero ABymMsicTamyM BOMHaMW,
npobupanacb CKBO3b MpaK HOYHbIX AXKyHrnen. OHn wnun 6ecuensHo, nbo, 4OBEPUBLUUCH
YEePHOKOXXMM NPOBOAHMKAM, TENEPb MIOX0 npeacTaensnu cebe, roe HaxogaTcs. VX eqMHCTBEHHbBIM
XenaHmem ObINo Kak MOXXHO Aanblue YWUTK OT fnareps OXOTHUKOB 3a CITOHOBOM KOCTbIO. He3zaBncumo
OT pe3ynbTaToB CPpaXeHus, X oxungana ogmHakosas cyabba, Tak kak nobas ns nobegnsLLmx
CTOPOH 3axBaTuna 6bl nx B nneH. OHKM WM HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, @ 3aTEM PELUNNIM caenaTb KOPOTKUN
npvBan. Bapyr 4O HUX AOHECCS WyM NOroOHWU, 1 OHW BHOBb NMYCTUNUCL B 6ErCTBO, OXBaY€HHbIE
y>acowm.

HeoXxungaHHO OHM C yOMBREHNEM 3aMeTUNX BNepean Kakom-To ceeT. YTo Obl 3TO MOrno 6bITb?
Heyxenu oHn caenanu Kpyr 1 onsiTb NOAOLLMN K farepto, U3 KotToporo cosepnnuv noder? OHu
OCTOPOXXHO ABUHYNUCL Bnepen, 4Tobbl pasdBegaTb 06CTAHOBKY, M BCKOPE NOAOLUSN K KOSTHYeENn
N3ropoau, oKpy>xasLlen narepb. B ueHTpe ropen HebonbLon NOXoAHbIN KocTep. Bokpyr
PacnosiIoXMANChb C NONICOTHN YEPHOKOXUX BOMHOB, a Korga bernewbl nognonsnu nobnmxe, 1o
3amMeTunn cpeaun HerpoB courypy 6enon xxeHwuHbl. Mexay Tem 3Byku noroHn npubnmxanuck. Cyas
Mo XXecTaM, BOUHbI YTO-TO ropsdo obcyxaanu. Ho BOT XXeHLWuHa nogHana pyky, Tpebys monyaHus.
BbIno sAcHO, YTO OHa ycnbllwana 3BykW NOroHn 3a dnopor Xakec n ee CoobLHMKaMN.

— Tam Genasi xeHwuHa, — wenHyna ®nopa. — Mbl He 3HaeM, KTO OHa, HO B HEl Halla eqUHCTBEHHas!
Hagexaa, nbo NoroHs yxxe 6nuska. MoxeT 6biTb, OHa 3aWwmnTUT Hac. Mownu! — U, He goxmaasch
oTBeTa, AEeBYLUKa LLarHyrna B CTOPOHY rarepsi.

Korga oHa nogolwuna, 30pkue rnasa Basupu oOHapy>Xunm ux, 1 MrHOBEHHO farepb OLLETUHUIICA
MHO>XECTBOM KOMWN.

— CtoaTb! — Nnpukasan oauH n3 BOMHOB. — Mbl Ba3upu Tap3aHa. A Bbl KTO?

— 7 aHrnn4aHka, — otTo3Banacb <Dnopa. —Msi c TOoBapuamMmm 3a6J'Iy,EI,VIJ'IMCb B JKYHIMAX. Bo BpeMA
cacbapvl HacC npeganu, n Tenepb BOXA4b CO CBOMMU aCKapu naetT 3a HaMun no ndrtam. Hac Tonbko
nAaATepo, N Mbl B3biBaeM O NOMOLLMN.

— MycTb nogonayT, — ckasana [xenH Basupun. Korga dnopa 1 4eTBEPO MY>XYMH BXOAUSM B Narepb
noa ncnelTyrowmm B3rnagom bxkenH KnentoH n Basmpu, ewle ogHa napa rnas crneguna 3a HAMK m3
NINCTBbI OFPOMHOIO AepeBa: 3T Cepble rrnasa 3aropenucb, korga nx obnagatens y3Han geBYLUKY U
€€ CMyTHUKOB.

Berneupl npubnusunuce k neam MpeicTok, u BOpYr oHa yAUBIEHHO BOCKIMKHYMA:

— ®nopa?! Kak Bbl 3aeck okasanucb? dropa, B3rnsgHyB Ha Hee, ocTonbeHena.
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— Jlegn MpencTok? — npoMoneuna oHa pacTepsiHHO.
— CTpaHHo, — cka3ana [xenH, — 9 1 He 3Hana, 4To Bbl B Adopuke.
Ha mrHoBeHue ®nopa oueneHena, HO BCKOpe ee N3BOPOTSIMBLIN YM NoACcKa3asn BbIXOA.

— A 3geck ¢ muctepom bnobepom u ero konneramu, — ckasana oHa. — OHM NPOBOAAT HayYHble
N3bICKaHWS 1 NPUrNacunM MeHsa B 3KCNeanunio, MOCKONbKY 5 yXXe bbiBana B Adpuke ¢ Bamu v
nopaom 'pencTokom 1 3HakomMa C 00bl4asiMM 3TUX KPaeB.

Ho Tenepb HalLM HOCUMbLUMKK U ackapu B3byHTOBaNuUCb, U, €CNK Bbl HE NOMOXETE HaM, Mbl
MOrMoHeM.

— OTO Herpbl ¢ 3anagHoro nobepexbs? — nomHTepecoBanaco [KenH.

— [a, — otBeTmna dnopa.

— [ymato, mon Basnpu cmoryT caepxaTb nx. CKOnMbKO TamM 4yenoBek?

— Okorno aByxcoT, — ckasan Kpacku. Jlegu [MpercTok nokavana rosioBomu.

— MHoroeaTo, — 3ameTunna oHa 1 nogoseana Ycynu. — 3a aTuMun niogbMy rOHUTCS OKONO ABYXCOT
HerpoB ¢ 3anagHoro nobepexbsi. Mbl JOMKHbI 3aLLUUTUTD UX.

— Mbl Ba3npu, — npocto otBeTun Y cynu. Yepes mrHoBeHne B cnabom oTCBETE KOCTpa nokasancs
aBaHrapg cun MosyTy.

YBWaeB BOMHOB, rOTOBbIX OTPa3nTb HanageHue, YepHOKOXMeE C 3anaaHoro nobepexbs
OCTaHOBMUNUCb, ogHako MoByTy, OnNpeaenuB, YTO NPOTUBHUK CPABHUTENbHO HEMHOTOYUCTIEH,
BbILLIEN Brepen 1 NPUHSANCSA BbIKPUKMBATL M3aeBaTenbCTBa U Yrpo3bl, Tpebys HeMeaneHHON
BblAa4n 6erneuoB. CBOM KPUKM OH COMPOBOXKAAN OrPOMHBLIMUN MPbIKKAMK, NOTPsican pyXbem u
rpo3un kynakamu. NocteneHHo BOMHbI NOAXBATUN €ro KPUKW, U BCKOPE Y)XKe ABECTU rMOTOK
GpaHunock 1 yrpoxano. Kpukamu n cyaopoXXHbIMU ABUMKEHUSIMU BOUHBI pa3xuranu B cebe spocTb,
Heobxoaumyto Ans HanageHus. Basupw, BblydyeHHble Tap3aHoM U NpUBbIKLLME K AUCUMUNNMHE, JABHO
y)Xe 0TKasanucb OT 3TOro NepBOOLITHOrO pUTyana, U CNOKOMHO CTOSNN, OXuaas NpUoNMmKeHns
HenpusaTens.

— OHM BOOpYXEHbl BUHTOBKaMU, — 3ameTuna [xerH. — 3TO nnoxo.

— Ho 13 HMX BCero HeCKonbKO YernoBek ymeeT obpallaTbCs C OTHECTPENbHLIM OPYXXNEM, — CKa3ar
Kpacku.

— 3anmuTe MecTa cpeau Basupu, He CTpenanTe, Noka OHW He HaYyHYT aTaky, HO NPy NepPBOM Xe
BpaxgebHOM 4eCTBMM OTKPbIBaNTE OFOHb, HUYTO TaK He NyraeT HErpoB C 3anagHoro nobepexobs,
Kak nnoTHasa ctpenbba. Mbl ¢ ®nopon B ganbHeM KoHLE nareps y 60nbLuoro gepesa.

[xelH roBopuna BNacTHO, Kak YernoBeK, MPUBLIKLLNA pacrnopsiXaTbCA 1 YyBEPEHHbIN B NOCNYLLAHUMW.
My>X4nHblI NOBUHOBanNMCh, Aaxe bniobep, NOKPbITbIN MENKON APOXbIO, 3aHSN CBOE MECTO B LiEenw.

X npurotoBreHusi, 3amMeTHbIEe NpU CBETE KOCTpa, Oblnn NpaBuibHO NCTOMKoBaHbl MOBYTY 1 TeM
4YesIoBEKOM, KOTOPbIM Crieans 3a BCEM NPOMCXOAALLMM € 6ONbLIOro AepeBa, No4 KOTOPbIM
pacnonoxunucb ®nopa un [)xenH. MoByTy He XxOTen BoeBaTb, €ro MHTepecoBana Tofibko ®ropa
Xakec. OH NOBEpPHYIICA K CBOUM OLAM.

— WNx Bcero noncotHu. Mbl nierko mornm 6bl nepebutb UX, HO Mbl MPULLAN HE BOEBATb, Mbl MPULLIN
3a 6enon xeHwmHon. OcTaBanTech 30eCb U OTBNEKaNTE BHUMaHWe 3TuX wakanos. [ycTb oHu Bce
BpeMsa CMOTPAT Ha Bac. Hactynante n otctynanTte, a, noka Bbl OyaeTe oTBNekaTb UX, 9 BO3bMYy
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NATbAECAT BOMHOB U 3aiay K HAM B Tbifl. Kak TONbKo 51 cxBayy 6enyto AeByLUKY, S NPULLITIO K Bam
roHua.

Torga HemegneHHO BO3BpaLLanTeCh B AEPEBHIO, IAe 3a NPOYHON Orpagon Mol Gygem B NOMHOM
6e3onacHocTL.

ATOT NNaH NoHpPaBUIICA YEPHOKOXUM: UM TOXE HE XOTENOCb BOeBaTb, MO3TOMY OHU NPUHANUCH
BbIKPVKUBATb Yrpo3bl eLlie rpomye, Tak Kak NoHANM, YTO UM HUYEro He rpo3uT, U BCKope nocrne
BeckpoBHOI Nobeabl OHWM BEPHYTCHA B CBOK AEPEBHIO.

Korga MoByTy, coBepLuasi 00XxogHoOM MaHeBp, Npobuparncs CKBO3b ryCcTble OXKYHITN, @ OCTaBLUMECS
BOVHbI YCEPAHO UMUTUPOBANN CKOPYHO aTaky, nepen ABYMsl XXeHLMHaM1 BAPYr NosiBUNcs 6enbin
rMraHT, cnpbirHyBLIMA ¢ gepeBa. OH Obin NoYTKM OBHaXeH, ecnu He cunTaTb HabeapeHHOM NOBSA3KU U
nepebpoLLEeHHOM Yepes NeYo LWKypbl neonapaa.

— [xoH! — BocknukHyna negu penctok. — Cnaea bory, Tbl Hawencs!

— Tc-c-c! — npegynpeamn 6enbiv ruraHT, NPUNOXKB Naney K rybam, a 3atemM, NOBEPHYBLUUCH K
dnope Xakec, NponsHec: — Bac-To MHe 1 HyXHO!

He ycnenu >eHLMHbI ONMOMHUTLCS, Kak OH cxBaTun drniopy u nerko 3abpocun ee Ha nnevo. MNpexae
4yeM neau MpencTok NoHsNa, YTO NPOUCXOAUT, OH MaxHyJl Yepes3 U3ropodb U NcYes Co CBOEN HoLel
B IKYHIIISAX.

Heckonbko MrHoBeHuin [xenH KnenToH ctosana, nowaTbiBadCb, CFIOBHO OT BHE3aMNHOro yaapa,
3ateMm, u3gaB MpUrnyLweHHbIN CTOH, pblgas, OnycTUach Ha 3eMro U 3akpbliia Nnuo pykamu.

Takon n Hawen ee MoByTy CO CBOMMW BOMHaMW, HE3aMEeTHO NpobpaBLLUMMUCA B narepb C Thbina.
OHun npuwnun 3a 6enon XeHWwmHoM 1 Hawnu ee. 'pybo nogHsB ee 1 3axaB poT 6onbLNMK
rPA3HLIMU NAaAOHAMM, OHW NOTALLUIIN €€ B DKYHITIN.

CI'IyCTFI MUWHYT O0eCATb Genbie n Ba3npu BOpyr yBungenun, 4HTo HENPUATENbCKME BONHbI Ha4Yarnum
MeasneHHO OTCTynaTb, NPpoaoJIKaA BblIKOUKUBATb n3aeBaTesibCTBa N Yrpo3bl. Cpa>|<eH|/|e
3aKkoH4unoch 6es €MNHOro BbICTpEsa.

— YepT Bo3bMU! — BOCKNUKHYN TOpH. — MHOro WwymMy u3 Huyero. Yto 6bl 310 3Hauuno? Mnm oHun
YMEIOT TONbKO KpnyaTb?

Bntobep cTykHyn cebsa Kynakom B rpyap.
— XKankon wawkon HerpoB Agonbda bniobepa He ncnyraellb, — HanbILWEHHO NPOU3HEC OH.
Kpacku cmoTpen Bcrnepq oTcTynaroLwemy npoTUBHUKY N 3a0yMYNBO CKped B 3aTbifKe.

— Huyero He noHMmato, — ckasasn OH, NOBEPHYBLUUCH K KOCTPY. A 3aTeM BHe3arnHo crnpocun: — A rge
dnopa n neaun Npencrok?

Tak oHn 06Hapy>|<|/|n|/| ncye3HoBEHUNE XEHLLNH. BGSI/IpI/I Bnanu B ot4yasiHne. OHM 3Banu CBOK
rocnoxy, HO OoTBETa He GbIno.

— Bnepeg! — kpukHyn Y cynu. — Mbl, Basupu, 6yaem cpaxatbces!

OH nepenpbIrHyn Yepes n3ropofb U B CONPOBOXAEHNM CBOMX BOMHOB KMHYICS NpecrnefoBaTh
OTCTYyMatoLmX.

To, uto npouncxogumno Aanblie, HanoMmmHasro ckopee rnaHn4yeckoe GercTBo, Yem opraHn3oBaHHoOe
OTCTYynneHune. MogroHaemble CTpaxom, npecnenyembie Basmpun, Herpbl ¢ 3anagHoro no6epe>|<b9|
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Bpocanu opyxme, 4Tobbl 6exaTb 6bicTpee. MoBYTY CO CBOMM OTPSIAOM BbILLEN PaHbLUE, N MO3TOMY
OH JOCTUI AepPEeBHM 4O TOro, Kak nosiBMnuch npecnegosatenu. Okono BopoT 6erneubl
OCTaHOBUITUCb, OHM NMOHMManu, YTO Ba3npu MOTyT JIErKO BOPBATLCH B AEPEBHIO BCNe 3a TONMNOW
yANPaLLNX HErPOB, OXBAYEHHbIX NaHMKOW. [103TOMy OHM 06pa3oBany 3acroH U CAepXuBanm
Ba3vpu 4O TexX Nop, noka nocrnegHui BOMH He NPOCKOYUIT BHYTPb Orpadbl. 3aTeM OHW 3axSIONHYNu
BOpoOTa.

Orpa>|<,D,eH|/|e ObINO HaAEXHbIM U paccynTaHHbIM Ha OJNTMTENIbHYIKO OCady, KpOMe TOro, HanagasLnX
ObINO 3HAYNTENTbHO MEHbLUE, YEM O60pOH9|IOLLI,VIXCFI.

[MoHsiB 6ecnonesHoCTb NPAMOK aTtaku, YCynm OTBEN CBOM OTPsi4 Ha HebonbLLOe paccTosiHue. Tam
BOVIHbI ONYCTUMNNCbL Ha 3eMnio, Bpocas pasrHeBaHHbIE U XMypble B3rnsabl Ha BOpoTa, a Ycynu
3agymarncs Hag TeM, Kak nepexuTpuTb Bpara, KOTOPOro HEBO3MOXHO 0J0S1ETb CUITON.

— Ham HyxHa Tonbko neam Mpenctok, — ckasasn oH. — MuieHne MOXHO OTIIOXUTbL A0 3aBTpa.
— Ho Mbl faxe He 3HaeM, HaXoAUTCS NK OHa B AepeBHe, — BbiCKa3an COMHEHWE OAMH U3 BOVHOB.

—['oe xe Torga oHa? — yameuncsa Ycynu. — XoTs, MOXeT 6bITb, Tbl U MPaB, HO Mbl JOSDKHbI 9TO
npoBepuTb. Y MeHs ecTb nnaH. CMoTpuTe, BETEP AYET OT AEPEBHU K HaM. H BO3bMy C cOOOM
AeCATb YenoBeK, a OCTarnbHble OCTAHYTCS OKOSI0 BOPOT 1 ByayT AenaTb BUA, YTO cobupatroTcs
HanacTb. [locTapanTecb NPOM3BECTU Kak MOXHO BonbLue Wwyma. Yepes HeKOTopoe BpeMsi BOpoTa
OTKpOIOTCH, 3TO A Bam obeLuato, n oHM BpocATCa BOH M3 AepeBHN. A nocTapaloCb BEPHYTLCA
paHbLUe, YeM 3TO NPOM30MNAET, HO €CIU S He YCreto, pasgenuTech Ha ABe rpynnbl U BCTaHbTE Mo
o6enm cTopoHam oT BOpOT. [ycTb OHKM 6eryT MMMO Bac, He TporanTe ux. Nwute Tonbko neam
pencTok. Ecnu yBuguTe ee, Hanagamte Ha oxpaHy u oTbuBamTe Hally rocrnoxy.

MoHaATHO?
Basnpu 3akusanu ronosamu B oteeT. OH 0TOOpan AecAaTb BOUHOB M NOBEN UX B IXKYHMTN.
MogyTy npueen [xenH KnenTtoH B XWXXMHY Henoganeky oT Bxoda B AePEBHIO.

3aecb OH NpuBA3an ee kK cTonby, Bce ewe aymas, 4to ato dnopa Xakec. 3aTemM OH Bbllwen 13
XWKUHbI U Hanpasurcs K CBOMM BOMHAM, YTOObI pyKOBOAUTL OBOPOHOMN.

CobbITKA B TEYEHNE HECKOSBbKMX YaCOB CMEHSASUCH C TaKOW Kanenaockonnyeckon ObiICTPOTON, YTO
[>xenH KnenTtoH Bce elle Haxoaunach B LLIOKOBOM COCTOSIHUN.

BocnomuHaHue o Tom, 4To Tap3aH Gpocun ee 1 YHeC B [XKYHININ APYrYH XeHLUHY, 3acTaBrisino ee
3abbITb 06 ONacHOCTM ee TenepeLLHero nonoxexus. [axe pacckas Ycynm o6 ncnbiTaHusix,
BbINaBLUMX Ha Jonto Tap3aHa 1, BO3MOXXHO, OTPa3MBLUMXCS Ha ero NaMsiTu, He onpaeabiBan ero
noeeaeHusi. OHa TUXO crionana Ha 3eMno U B AyxXoTe apabekon XMKUHBI 6e3yTellHo paspblganach.

MNoka oHa nexarna, paspbliBasicb OT ropsi, YCynn co CBOMMU BOMHaMM He3aMeTHO npobpancs k
orpage c Tbina. 34ech Bansifiocb MHOXECTBO CyXUX BETOK, OCTaBLUMXCSI CO BPEMEH CTPOUTENbCTBA
AEPEBHUN. OTW BETKN OHWU MPUHANUCH CKIaablBaTb BOOSb YaCcTOKOIa, MOKa He 3anoxunu 3abop Ha
Tpy YeTBepTU. [lenaTb 3Ty paboTy, cobnogas TUwmHy, 6610 TPYAHO, NO3TOMY YCynu nocnarn
roOHUAa K OCHOBHOMY OTPSily C MPUKA30M YCUMUTb LIYM, KPUKK, YTOBbI HENpUSiITENb NOBEPWIT B
ckopyto ataky. NnaH yaancs, Ho, XoTs YCynu u ero ToBapuwim pabotanu He noknagas pyk,
noTpeboBanocb 6onbLue Yaca, YToObl AOCTUYb pPe3ynbTaToB, yAOBNETBOPUBLLMX YCynu.

MoByTy Yepes Lenb B orpaae Habnwoaan 3a AeicTBUAMU OCHOBHbIX CUIN Ba3npu, OCBELLIEHHbIX
BOCXOZSLLEN NYHON, U B KOHLIE KOHLIOB NMpWLLEN K BbIBOAY, YTO aTaku He GyaeT, a No3aTOMy MOXHO
ocnabutb 6AMTENLHOCTb U 3aHATLCS APYrMMU, Bonee NpUATHbIMKU Aenamu. Mpukaszas CBOMM
BOMHaM OCTaBaTbCs Y BOPOT CNeAuTb 3a NPOTUBHMKOM U NPY NEPBbIX MPU3HaKax onacHoCTy
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noseaTb ero, MoByTy BEpHYCs B XWXWUHY, rae OH ocTasun neam ['pencTok.

YepHOKOXUi BbIN 4eNOBEKOM OFPOMHOMO POCTa C HU3KUM CKOLLEHHbLIM JTGOM U BbICTYNaoLWUMm
yentocTaMu. OH OTHOCUICS K HU3LLIEeMY TUNY adprKaHCKUX HerpoB. Ero HanmTble KpoBbio rnasa
OCTaHOBMITUCb Ha COBEPLUEHHbIX (DOpMaXx rexallen KeHLMHbI.

MoByTy 06n1M3Hyn ToncTele rybol 1, nogonaa 6nuke, 4OTPOHYNCA Ao Hee. [hxenH KnenToH
B3rnsiHyNna Ha Hero U CyoOpOXHO B34porHyna. B cBoO oyepenb YEPHOKOXUIN C yaAUBNEHNEM
BrMsAblBancs B NULO XEHLUHBI.

— KTO TbI? — cnpocun OH Ha NUKWUH-UHIMWLL, pacnpocTpaHeHHOM Ha nobepexbe.

— A neawn NpencTok, xxeHa Tap3aHa u3 nnemeHn obesbsiH, — oTBeTUna [xenH. — Ecnu Tol He rnyn,
Tbl OTNYCTULLb MEHS.

YaveneHue n ucnyr MenbkHynu B rnasax MosyTy. OH HEKOTOpOE BpeMsi cuaen Monya, rnagsa Ha
Hee, HO BCKOpEe >aZlHoe NOXOTNMBOE BblpaxXeHue, NOSBMBLUEECS HA ero nuue, NporHano ucnyr, n B
3TOM M3MeHeHuM [KerH npoyna ceoto cyaboy.

MoByTy pa3Bsasan y3nbl. OHa 4yBCTBOBana ero ropsyee AblxaHne v Bugena Hanutble KpoBbio rnasa
N KpacHbIV A3blK, BPEMSI OT BpeMeHn obnusbiBaownin Tonctble rybbl. Kak Tonbko nyTbl 661nm
cbpoLueHbl, OHa BCKoYMna Ha Horm 1 Bpocunack K BbIXody, HO OrpoMHas pyka rpybo cxsatuna ee 3a
nneyo. MoByTy notsHyn ee k cebe. Kak 6elieHas Turpuua otbmeanace [xenH, n3snmBasiCb 1 HaHOCSA
yAapbl N0 OcKaneHHoMy oTBpatuternbHoMy nuuy. C rpybon cunom, 6e3xanocTHon 1 HeyMOorMMON,
OH OTpaxkarn ee CONpoTUBIEHNE N MeANIEHHO, HO BEPHO noartackmean k cebe, 3abbie 060 Bce Ha
CBeTe, He Cribllia KPUKOB Ba3upu nepes BOpoTaMmn 1 HOBOrO HE3HAKOMOrO LLyMa, BHEe3arnHo
BO3HMKLIEro B AepeBHe. bopbba npogomkanack, 1 CUIbl XXeHLUHbI MOHEMHOTY UCCaKanu.

Ycynu nogHec nbiiarowmm akesn K orpoMHON Kyve xsopocTa. [nams, pasgyBaeMoe HOYHbIM
BETEPKOM, MFTHOBEHHO NPEBPATUIIOCH B MbINAOLLNIA KOCTEP, B KOTOPOM cyxue BpeBHa orpagpl
npeBpaTUIIMCb B Ty4n APKO-KpacHbIX UCKP. VX noaxBaTbiBan BeTep 1 bpocan Ha KpbILun
TPOCTHUKOBBIX XMXXNH. O4eHb CKOPO AepEBHSA NpeBpaTUach B pEBYLLNIA OTHEHHbIN ag. Kak n
npenckasbiBan Ycynu, BopoTa pacnaxHysiMcb, 1 YEPHOKOXME C 3anagHoro nobepexbs B yxxace
Opocununck B AXKyHrNK, cnacasicb oT noxapa. o o6enm ctopoHam OT BOPOT CTOSANN Ba3upwu, muia
CBOH FOCMNOXY, HO, XOTS1 OHW XXOann 4O TeX Nop, Noka NocreagHui Herp He NOKMHYI MbINatoLLyHo
AEepeBHI0, OHU He A0XAanuch ee.

Y>Ke [aBHO CTano AICHO, YTO B NblNatoLLelt JepeBHe He OCTarnoch HUKOro, HO OHW BCe eLle Xaanu un
Hagesanuck. HakoHel, Ycynu npepean aTo 6ecrnonesHoe AexXypCcTBo.

— MoxeT, ee 3aecb 1 He 6bIno, — ckadan oH. — HyXHO AorHaTh YEPHOKOXMX, MOMMaTb KOro-H1byap
y3HaTb 0 cyabbe neam Mpencrok.

Y3ke npu cBeTe AHS OHU HacTUrnu HebonbLuyto rpynny 6erneLos, pa3byBLUNX Narepb B HECKOMbKMX
MUNSX K 3anagy, x 6bICTpo OKpy»Xunu 1 3actaBunm caaTbesi, noobelwaB 6€30nacHOCTb, €CHN OHM
npaBAMBO OTBETHAT HA HECKOSbKO BOMPOCOB YCynu.

— 'ae MoByTy? — cnpocun OH, MOCKOSIbKY Y3Hasn OT eBponenueB NMs BOXAS.

— He 3Haem. Mbl He B1agenu ero ¢ Tex nop, koraa 6exanu n3 gepeBHn, — 0TBETUN OA4MH. — Mbl 6binn
B pabcTBe y apaboB, a Tenepb, BbIpBaBLUMCL U3 MOCENKa, XOTUM ybexaTtb 1 OT ocTarnbHbIX. Jlyywe
ObITb 04HMM, YeM ¢ MOBYTY OH eLle Xyxe, 4eM apabbl.

— Bbl Buaenv 6enyto XeHLLUMHY, KOTOPYO OH NPUBEN BYepa Be4EpOM B AEPEBHIO? — cnpocun Ycynw.

— [a, oH npuBen ogHy 6enyto XeHLMHY.
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— YT0 OH Cc Heto caenan? Fae oHa cenyac?

— He 3Hato. OH npusen ee, cBsi3an n 6pocun B XMKUHY Hernoaaneky oT BXxoda B AepeBHto. [Nocne
3TOro Mbl €€ He BUOENW.

ych'Il/I B3rTNAHYI Ha CBOUX TOBapI/IU.l,eIZ. B ero rnmasax 3actbin yXac.

— [Mownn, — npukasan oH. — Mbl AOMKHbI BEPHYTLCA B AepeBHI0. Bbl nongete ¢ Hamu, — oobasun
OH, obpalLasach K NNEHHbIM, — 1 ecnn Bbl conranu... — OH Bblpa3nTenbHO YMPKHY NagoHbLO Mo
ropny.

— Mbl He conranu, — npo3By4ano B oTBeT. OHM GbICTPO BEPHYNUCH K apabckon AepeBHE, OT KOTOPOW
OCTanucCb OAHW YagsLmne rofoBELLKN.

— ['Oe cTosina xvXxuHa, B KOTOPYHO 6pocmn|/1 6er|y+o )KeHLLlI/IHy? — cnpocun yCyJ'II/I, Korga OoHu
noaoLIN K NMoXapulLly.

— 30ecb, — OTBETUI OAMH N3 HErPOB N MPOLLEST HECKOSbKO METPOB OT BOPOT.
BOpyr oH OCTaHOBUICS M YKa3ar Ha YTO-TO, Nexallee Ha 3emre.
— BoT, — ckasan oH, — BOT 6enas XeHLuHa, KOTOPYHo Bbl ULLIETE.

Ycynu n octanbHble Basupu 6pocunnce Bnepes. MHeB 1 rope oxBaTuUNn KX, KOr4a OHW YBUAENM
0byrneHHble OCTaHKM YenoBeYeckoro Tena.

— JTO OHa, — ckasan Ycynu.
— MoXeT, HeT, — BO3pasui OAnH 13 Basmpu, — MOXET, 3TO KTO-TO ApPYron.

— Mbl MOXXeM NpoOBEPUTb, — BOCKIMKHYI BTOPOW. — Ecnn cpean nenna obHapy»xaTtcs KonbLa,
3Ha4nT, 3TO OHAa.

OH HaknoHuncs 1 NpuHsANcs nepebupatb nenen B Nonckax konew, kKoTopble Hocuna neav MpencTok.

YCynu yHbINO Nokayar rofoBoMn.

— OT0 OHa, — cKkasan oH. — BoT u cTonG, kK KoTopoMy ee NpuBA3bIBaNN, — U OH ykasan Ha
00YrnMBLLMICS CTBON PSAOM C TENTOM, — a AaXe ecrv Konew, 340eCb HeT, 3TO HUYEro He 3HauuT,
MoByTy Mor cpasy e ux otobpaTb. Bce Mornm nokMHyTb AEPEBHI0, KpOME Hee, OHa Befdb Obina
npuBsizaHa n He cymena ocBoboanTbes. [la, MHaye u 6biTb HE MOTTIO.

Basnpu noxopoHunn obropesLunin Tpyn n 0603Ha4MIM Mormny nupammaon U3 KamHen.

XVIII. TPOMNOKO MWLEHWA

Tap3saH, npMHOpaBnMBasacCh K ckopoctu [bkaa-6an-gxa, A0OBONLHO MeASIEHHO NpoABurancs 4OMOMW.
OH BHOBb nepebupan B yme cobblTus NocneaHnx Heaernb. XOTs eMy U He yaanoch 3aBnageTb
cokposuwammn Onapa, CymMKa ¢ anMasamMmu, KOTOPYHO OH HEC, B 3HAYUTENbHOW CTENEHN
kKoMmneHcupoBana Heygady. OH TonbKo nepexusarn 3a 6e3onacHocTb Basupu. A eLle eMy XoTernocb
pasbickaTb Tex BGerblX, KOTOpble Tak KOBAapHO M NoAsio 0dbMaHynm ero, U NPUMEpPHoO HakasaTb ux. Ho
MOCKOSbKY €ro Heo4oNMMMO TAHYNO OMOW, OH peLunn OTNOXUTb NOUCKM Benbix Ha Byayuiee.
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BmecTe 0xoTscb, NUTasiCb M HOYYS!, YENOBEK M OFPOMHbIN NIEB NPOAOIIKaNN CBOE NyTeLlecTBue no
AVKUM DKYHrNsM. Byepa oHu pasgenunm Msco oneHs, cerogHs Aobbinv kabaHa, u He ObIno xS,
YTOObI OHU NOXUITUCL CnaTb rONIOAHBIMM.

OcrtaBancs Bcero oanH AHeEBHOM nepexoa Ao depmebl, korga Tap3aH obHapyxun cnegpl 60nbLIOro
oTpsaa BOMHOB. Kak HEKOTOpbIE N0AM NpekpacHo pasbupatotcs B GUpKeBbIX CBOAKAX, MOCKOSbKY
OT 9TOro 3aBUCUT UX CYyLLLECTBOBaHME, Tak 1 Tap3aH pasbupancsa B criegax, OCTaBNeHHbIX B
[XKYHISIX, MOCKOJbKY 3TO ObINO «Sine qua nony — «HeNPeEMEHHOE YCroBMNE» ero XunsHu. NMoatomy
Tap3aH NpuHANCS BHUMaTENbHO U3ydaTtb creqpbl. XoTs oTnevaTky Obiniv ocTaBneHbl HECKONbKO
AHEen Hasaa 1 YaCTUYHO 3aToNTaHbl AMKMMN 3BEPSAMM, OCTaBLLErocst ObiNo 4OCTAaTOYHO Afs
BHMMATENbHOrO B3rnsga u YyBCTBUTENbHbIX HO3Apen YenoBeka-obesbsHbl. Ero paBHogylume
BCKOpPE CMEHUITOCb OCTPbIM Mto6OoNbITCTBOM, kKorga cpean 60nbLUMX 0Tne4YaTkoB BOMHOB OH BAPYT
yBMAenN NoBTopstoLmMecs crneabl 6emnon XeHLWwmHbl — NodrMble cnegbl, KOTOpble OH 3HanM TakK Xe
XOpOLLO, KaK Bbl MOPLLMHbLI Ha N1LIE CBOEW MaTepu.

— Basupwu BepHynucbh 1 pacckasanum en o ToM, 4YTO s nponar, — NPOU3HEeC OH BCIyX, pa3roBapuBas
cam c cobon. — Ml oHa oTnpaBunacb BMecTe ¢ HUMU nckaTb MeHsi. — OH noBepHyncsa kK Hyme. — Yto
X, Dxag-6an-mxka, Mbl NOBOpayunBaem OT AoMa. XOTH HET, rae oHa — Tam U A0M.

Ha wecTon geHb YyTkMe ywmn Tap3aHa ycnbiwanu Wwym npubnmkarLwmxcsa nogen, u ao ero
Ho34pen AoHeccs 3anax YepHokoxux. Otnpasue [xag-6an-axa B KYHIM M NpuKasas emy 4o
nopbl 4O BPEMEHN He NoKa3blBaTbCs, YernoBek-o0e3bsHa B3obparncsa Ha AepeBo 1 BbICTPO ABUHYCA
HaBCcTpeyy npubnmxatrowmmea Herpam. Korga pacctosiHue Mexay HAMKU COKpaTUnoch, U 3anax cran
cunbHee, Tap3saH, ele He BUAS YePHOKOXMX, NMOHSS, YTO MAYT ero Ba3mpu, HO OTCYTCTBUE CaMOro
rMaBHOro 3anaxa noBeprmno ero B He4OyMeHNeE.

M BOT, K BENMKOMY M3YMIIEHMIO OMeYarneHHbIX 1 pacCTPOEHHbIX Ba3npu, nepen HAMU NOSIBUNCS UX
nodumbIv OBaHa.

— Tap3saH! — BOCKNUKHYN Ycynu. — 3To 4eNCTBUTENBLHO Tbl?
— KoHeuHo, 5, — oTknukHyncs Tap3aH. — Ho rae neawn Npenctok?
— O, 6BaHa, kak pacckasaTb Tebe? — B3gOoxHyn Ycynu.

— Tbl Xo4eLWwb ckasaTtb... — Hayan Tap3aH. — O, HeT. He moxeT 6bITb. C MOeWn XeHOW HNYEro He
MOrF0 CIyYnTbLCS, NOKa ee OXPaHAT BEPHbIE Ba3npu.

BouvHbl noBecunu ronosbl OT CThiga v nevanu.

— Mbl npegnaraem 3a Hee CBOW XXU3HKU, — NPOCTO ckasan Ycynu. OH NONOXUI Konbe U WNUT Ha
3eMIl0, LUMPOKO pasBen pyku B CTOPOHbBI, packpbiB nepen Tap3aHoMm rpyab. — ben, 6BaHa, — ckasan
OH.

YenoBek-06e3bsiHa OTBEPHYIICA, NOHYPUB rosfioBy. 3aTeM BHOBb B3rNAHyNn Ha ych'II/I.

— Pacckaxu MHe, kak aTo CInyynnochb, — |'|0Tpe60|3an OH, — WU 3a6y,u,b CBOW rnynble cnoBa, Kak 3abbin
nx 4.

Ycynu KpaTko nepeckasan xon cobbiTui, npueaLwumi k rméenu [xkenH. Korga oH 3akoH4un, Tap3aH
NPOM3HEC BCEro NuLb ABa CroBa, 3agaB KOPOTKMU BOMNPOC:

— ne MosyTty?
— OTO Mbl He 3HaeM, — oTBeTUN Ycynu.

— Ho g y3Hato, — ckasan TapsaH. — [leTn mou, BO3BpaLlanTeCb B CBOW XWXKMHbI, U KOr4a Bbl B
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cnegywwmnn pas ysuaute TapsaHa, 3Hante, 4to MoByTy MepTB, Basupu npocunu paspeLueHuns
ConpoBOXAaTb ero, HO YenoBek-obe3bsiHa 1 crbiwaTb 06 3TOM He XOoTen.

— Cenyac Bbl AOMKHbI ObITb JOMA. Bbl M Tak CrIMLWKOM HAgO0Mro OCTaBuUM Balm ctaga v nalHu.
Wante pomon n nepenante Kopaky, 4Tobbl OH TOXe ocTaBasncs goma.

TakoBo moe peweHne. Ho ecnu s noTeprnJiro Heygady, NnyCtb naeT OH U 3aBEPLUNT Ha4aToe MHOM
Aeno, ecrin 3axo4er.

C aTumun cnosamu oH NOBEPHYS B 06paTHY0 CTOPOHY U u3gan AOoNnrnni NpoTsSKHbIN 3BYK. Yepes mur
B NIUCTBE AKYHrnen menbkHyna dourypa xag-6an-gxa, 30n10Toro nbBea.

— 3onoTon nes! — BocknukHyn Ycynu. — OH y6exan oT Knsaau, 4Tobbl OTNPaBUTLCS HA MOUCKN
CBOero nobrmoro xo3sanHa.

Tap3aH KuBHyn.

— OH cgenan MHOro nepexogoB MO YYXXOW CTpaHe, Npexae YeM Hallen MeHsi, — ckasar
YyenoBek-ob6e3bsiHa, a 3aTeM, pacnpoLLaBLUNCL C Ba3npu, OTNpaBurcs Ha nounckun MoyTy,
OXBaYeHHbIN XaXaon MweHusa. * * *

xoH Mebns, ycTpomBLUMIACA B pa3Buike BeTBen 60nbLIOro gepesa, BCTPETUN PacCBET 31101 U
N3My4eHHbIN. YyTb HUXE, Ha Takon e HeyaobHown passunke npuctpounca Ouk TopH, a Kpackn,
bonee nsobpeTtaTenbHbI N SHEPTUYHBIN, COOPYANST HE3aTENNNBLIA HACTUI N3 BETOK U Nexan B
OTHOCUTESNIbHOM KOMdopTe. ELLe HKe doyTax B 4eCATu cpean NUCTBbI CKprovnncs bnrobep.

— boxe! — npocTtoHan MNebna. — MNycTb ny4ywe MeHsi COXPYT NbBbl, YEM €Ll Of4Ha Takasi HouYb!

— CornaceH, 4yepT nobepu! — ckazan TopH. — ECTb NbBbI UNK HET UX, CNeayLLY0 HOYb 9 NpoBeay
Ha 3emne.

— Ecnu 6ol Y Bac Tpoux BMeCTE B3ATbIX MO3IroB ObIno 6bl XOTA Bbl CTONBKO, CKOMBbKO Y THOJ1€HA, —
3aMeTun KpaCKI/I, — Bbl cMOrnu Obl npoBeCcTn HOYb Ha 3emMiie B OTHOCUTENbHOM 6e30MacHOCTM.

— Cnywawn, bntobep, muctep Kpackm obpailaetcs k Tebe, — capkacTnieckmn nponsHec TopH, ynupas
Ha CNoBO «MUCTEPY.

— On, on! MHe He nHTepecHo ero cnyLwaTb, — Bamonuncsa bnwobep.

— A HanpacHo, — nogxsatun Nebns. — OH xoTen, 4TO6bI Mbl MOCTPOUNY OS5I HEFO XMXKUHY 9TOW
Houbto. OH gaxke pacckasan HaMm, Kak 9To caenaTb, HO caM, Kak UCTUHHbIA J)KEHTNIbMEH, paboTaTtb
oTKasancs.

— Moyemy s gomkeH 4To-To AenaTtb, eCnv Bbl, 340pOBbIEe NbbI, HUYEro AenaTb He XenaeTte, —
Bo3amyTuncs Kpacku. — Ecnm 661 9 He cHabxan Bac nuLlen, Bbl 4aBHO Obl nepegoxnu ¢ ronogy. U
Bbl paHO UIM NO3AHO CTaHeTe A00LIYEN NTIbBOB UM YMPETE OT UCTOLLEHMS, eCcrnin He ByaeTe MeHs
cnywaTbCs.

OcTanbHble He o6paT|/|n|/| Ha ero crnosa HMKaKoro BHMMaHus. B nocnegHee BpeMA OHU TaK 4aCTo
CCOpUITNCb, YTO NepecTarnun pearmposaTtb Ha B3aMHblE OCKOp6J'IeHI/IFI.

3a uckntoveHneM Nebnsa n TopHa BCe OHWM HeHaBuaenu Apyr apyra, U BMECTe UX yaepxuean nuilb
CTpax okasaTbCH B ognHoyecTBe. [1ebn3 megneHHO CnycTUICS Ha 3eMrto, 3a HAM nocrefosarn
TopH, Kpacku u, HakoHel, Bntobep. MNMNocTosaB HEMHOro B ropecTHOM Mon4vaHun, britobep B3rnsHyn
Ha CBO MOPBaHHYO oaexay.

— MawH roTT! — BOCKIMUKHYIT OH, YyTb He nnava. — BarnsHute Ha MO KOCTIOM.

Page 98/120



OH cToun gBaguatb ruHen! A cenyac 3a Hero He JaayT v NeHca.

— K yepty Baw kocTiom! — BocknukHyn Kpacku. — Mel 3abnyamnuce, ronogaem, Ham nNOCTOAHHO
yrpoxatoT AuKue 3Bepu, a, MOXeT ObiTb, U kKaHHUBanbl, Priopa ncyesna B AXyHrNsXx, a Bbl CTOUTE
TYT U NNayYeTecb O CBOEM KOCTIOMe 3a ABaauatb ruHen! Bol MHe Hagoenun, Bnobep! Ho naemte, Mbl
AOIMKHbI ABUraTbCs.

— Kyna? — cnpocun TopH.

— KoHeuHo, Ha 3anag, — otBeTun Kpacku. — Tam nobepexbe, 1 y Hac ogHa Hagexaa — nonbitTatbca
aobpaTtbes Ao Hero.

— Ho nobepexbe He Tam! — 3akpuyan Mebns.

— Kak?

— MbI Wnun BYepa BeCb AeHb, U S BCE BPEMSA YyBCTBOBAJS1, YTO Mbl MUAEM HEMNPaBUIbHO.
TOpPH B3rnsiHyn Ha Hero ¢ yauMBIrieHUEM.

— Y10 Tbl UMeewsb B BUAY? YTO HenpaBunbHO?

— 370 He 3anag, — otBeTun NMebna. — OH BeaeT Hac HEBEPHbBIM NyTEM.

Mebn3 KMBHYN B CTOPOHY PYCCKOrO, KOTOPbIN CTOSN NOABGOYEHSICH U BOMPOCUTENBHO CMOTPEN Ha
ocTanbHbIX.

— Ecnn Bbl aymaeTe, 4TO 4 BbIbpan HenpasunbHoOe HanpasneHue, MNebns, — ckasan Kpacku, —
MOXeTe NoBopavmBaTth U UATU, Kyda XOTUTE, a s Moy B TOM HanpaBfeHuu, B KOTOPOM Mbl LMK, U
3TO NPaBUSTbHBIN NYThb.

— HeT, HenpaBunbHbIN, — HacTamBan Mebns, — n a gokaxy ato. Korga mMbl naem Ha 3anap, ConHue
AOJMKHO BbITb crieBa. Ho ¢ Tex nop, kak Mbl naem 6e3 HerpoB, OHO BeAeT cebsi Kak-TO CTpaHHo. A
BCE BpeMS YyBCTBOBAJl, YTO YTO-TO 34ECH HE TakK, a TENEpPb NOHAM. DTO XKe N XXy NOHATHO.
Tenepb-TO Mbl NOMageM Ha 3anag!

— YepT nobepu! — BocknukHyn TopH. — BbIXOAMT, Mbl LWAK HE Ha 3anag, a OH yTBepXKaan, Y4To Ha
3anag.

— O, — npocToHan bntobep. — 3HaUYUT, HYXKHO CTOSBKO e NPONTU obpaTHO?
Kpacku paccmesancs u noBepHyncsi, YToObl NPOAOIKUTL NyTb B BbIOpAHHOM HanpaBreHun.

— MoxeTe naTu, Kyaa BaMm B3gymMaeTcs, YMHUKU, — cka3an oH. — Ho korga novaete, nogymanTe Hag,
TeM, 4YTO Bbl HAXOOUTECH HOXXHEe 3KBaTopa, U 30eCb COMHLE BCErAa ceBepHee, YTo He MeLlaeT eMy
Mo NpuvBbIYKE CaAMUTLCA Ha 3anaje.

Bniobep nepBbIM MNOHAN cnpaBegnMBoCTb CroB Kpacku.

— MNownu, pebata, — ckazan OH 1 NoLwen BCre 3a PYCCKUM.

Mebn3 cToan, noyeckbiBasa 3aThbIfIOK, 03a4a4YeHHbIN Hepa3peLLnMMor Npobnemon.

TopH 3agymancs Toxe. Ho BOT 1 OH noBepHyncsa u aAsuHynca 3a Kpacku n britobepom.

— Mownn, [xoH, — no3Ban oH Nebns3a, — MHE 3TOro He NOHATb, HO, HAaBEPHOE, OHM NpaBbl. Mbl Maem
TyfOa, rae BYyepa Be4epoM Caamnoch CoMHue. 3HauuT, 3anag Tam.
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MocTosB ewwe HeMHoro, Mebn3 nnoHyn 1 nobexan 3a TOpHOM.

B TeyeHne HeCKONbKMX YacoB, ronodHbIE U CO CTEPTHIMU HOraMu, MPOBMPanUch OHM Yepes
[DKYHIIM. He npuyYeHHble K XKU3HW B NEeCy, OHU LW Haobym. B nobyto MUHYTY Ha HUX MOrnn
HanacTb XULLHWUKN U CBUPENbIE NIIEMEHA YEPHOKOXUX, HO AaXe CaMbli LLYMHbIN U
HEOCMOTPUTENbHBIN Bpar Mor nogobpaTtbcsi K HUM, OCTaBasiCb He3aMeYEeHHbIM.

Bckope nocne nonyaHs, Koraa oHu BbICTYNUM Ha HEBOMbLLYIO NOMSHY, CBUCT CTPEnbI,
nponeTesLUeN Hag camon ronosow britobepa, 3actaBun ux B cTpaxe 0CTaHOBUTLCS. C KpUKOM
yxaca bntobep kak NoaKOLLIEHHbIN pyxXHYN Ha 3eMrto. Kpacku BCKUHYN pyXXbe W BbICTPENWI.

— Tam! — KpukHyn oH. — 3a Temun kyctamu! B aTOT Mur gpyras ctpena npunetena c
NPOTMBOMNOJSIOXXHOW CTOPOHbI U BNMMack emy B pyky. [1e6n3 n TopH, rpoMo3akMe 1 KopeHacTble,
NPUHANUCb AENCTBOBATb C MEHbLUEN ObICTPOTOM, YEM PYCCKUIN, HO NOAOBHO emy, HE NPOSABNSS
cTpaxa.

— Jloxxuce! — npukasan Kpacku.

Bce ynanu B rycTyto TpaBy, a B 3TOT MOMEHT Ha MOJsiHe NOSIBUNOCH ABa AecsATKa
OXOTHUKOB-NMUIMEEB, 1 Ty4a CTper 3acBUCTeNa Haj 3aTavBLLUMMUCS MOAbMU, a ¢ BnvkanLero
AepeBa 3a BCEM MPOUNCXOASLIMM Habnoaanm ABa cepo-CTasnbHbIX rnasa.

Bnobep nexan, 3akpbiB NMLO pykamu, ero 6ecnonesHoe pyxbe Bansnocb psgom, Ho Kpacku,
Mebn3 n TopH BCaxxvBanu Nyt 3a nyrnen B KpuyaLmx nurmees.

KpaCKI/I n MNedna YNoXxXuninm n3 CBOMX BUHTOBOK MO OAHOMY OXOTHUKY, a OCTallbHbl€ OTCTYNUJTN Ha
©e3onacHoe pacCcTtodaHne B J)KYHITIN. Ha KOPOTKOE BpeEMA HACTYyNnumo 3aTtuillbe. B,l:l,pyr B TULLNHE N3
FyCTOﬁ NUCTBbI BmKanLero JepeBa pas3fgarca rosioc.

— He cTtpensiite 6e3 moero npukasa, — Npon3Hec OH NO-aHrNNCKK, — U s cnacy Bac. bnobep
NOAHAN ronosy.

— Tonbko I'IO6bICTpee! — BOCKITUKHYIT OH. — Mbl He 6y/:|,eM CTpendTb. Cnacu MeHs1, 1 g gam Tebe
LenbiX NATb (byHTOB.

C aepeBa JOHECCHA HU3KUA OONTUA CBUCTALLUIA 3BYK, N HAcTynusia TuinHa.

[Murmen, yomBneHHble CTPaHHbIM 3BYKOM, MPMOCTAaHOBUIM HACTyNfeHNe, HO BCKOPe, He Crblwa
HU4Yero Nogo3pUTENBLHOrO, BHOBb BbILLMM U3-3a NYCTOro KyCTapHuKa 1 BbiMyCTUNN HOBYIO Tydy CTpen.
B 3TOT MOMEHT C HWXXHEWN BETBU HA 3eMIIH0 CPbIrHYN 6enblvi FTraHT, a U3 SXKYHrnem BblCKOYNN
OrPOMHbIN NEB.

— On! — npocToHan bnobep 1 BHOBb 3aKpbiSl NLO pyKamu.
Murmen B Mcnyre oCTaHOBUIUCH, @ UX NPeaBOANTENb BOCKITUKHYI:

— 3710 Xe Tap3aH u3 nnemeHn obesbsH! Kak no komange nurmen passepHynucb 1 6pocnmnmcs
06paTHO B AXKYHITIN.

— [la, 910 gencTBUTENBLHO Tap3aH, — KPUKHY MM BOOrOHKY YenoBek-00e3bsHa, — a eLle 30/10Tou
nesl!

MockonbKy OH rOBOPUI Ha S3blke NUrMeeB, 6enble He NOHANKN HY crioBa. 3aTem Tap3aH obpaTtuncs
K HUM.

— BcraBante, — ckasan oH, — nurmeu ywnu. Bce yeTBepo NogHANUCH.
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— KT0 Bbl 1 4YTO 3aecb genaeTte? — cNpocun YenoBek-o6e3bsiHa, HO TYT e y3HaB ux, gobasun, —
BMpoYeM, s Bac 3Hato. Bbl Te camble Heroasam, KOTopble OMOMM MEHS KONAOBCKUM 3eMNbeM U
Opocunu B cBOEM narepe Kak 6ecrnomoLLHyo Ao0bIYy NepBOMY fbBY UMW AMKAPHO. ..

5mo6ep BbICTYNnWUI Bnepen, HenpepbiBHO KNaHAACb U yroanneo yJ'IbIGaFICb.

— Ax, muctep TapaaH, mucTtep Tap3saH, Mbl Beab Bac He 3Hanu. O, ecnun © Mbl 3HanNu, 4YTo Bbl
TapaaH! Cnacute meHs, muctep TapsaH! A gam Bam gecsitb yHTOB, HET, ABagUaTh, HET, BCE, YTO
yrogHo. HasoBuTe Bally LieHy, cnacute MeHs, s Bce oTaam!

Tap3aH Mon4ya NOCMOTPEN Ha HEro 1 paBHOAYLLUHO NOBEPHYIICSA K OCTarlbHbIM.

— £ vy ogHOro 13 BalumMXx NAen, — ckadarn oH. — YepHokoxero no umerHn MosyTy. OH youn moto
XeHy. 'oe on?

— Ham Huyero o Hem He n3BecTHo, — oTBeTUN Kpackn. — MoByTy npefan Hac n cbexan. Bawwa xxeHa
N elle ofHa AeByLIKa ObiNK B narepe Ba3npw, Korga Mbl BMecTe 3alimLianncb OT HErpoB C
3anagHoro nobepexbs. [locne oTcTynneHnsa HenpuaTens Mbl O6HapyXunu, 4To obe OeBYLLKN
ncyesnun. Mbl ux niem.

— Mowu Ba3upwu pacckasanu mHe 06 3ToMm, HO BuAenu nv Bbl MoByTY NOTOM?
— HeT, — otBeTUn Kpacku.
— YT0 BblI 30€ck genaete?

— Mbi conpoBoxaganu muctepa bniobepa B Hay4YHOW akcneguumm, — conran pycckui. — Y Hac
cenyac 6onblumne npobnemsl. Hawm NPoBOAHMKM, ackapy U HOCUMbLLUKN B3OYHTOBANMCh U
cbexxann. Mbl coBepLlEHHO 6ECNOMOLLHbI.

— [a, na, — noatBepaun bnobep. — BoipyunTte Hac! Ho, noxanyncTta, yéepute Bawero noea. OH
AencTByeT MHe Ha HepBbl!

— OH He noBpeanT Bam 6e3 Moero npukasa, — OTBeTu Tap3aH.

— Torpa, pagu bora, He npukasbiBanTe emy atoro! — BoCKnukHyn bnobep.

— Kygna Bbl cobupaeTecb natn? — cnpocun YyenoBek-o6e3bsiHa.

— Mbl xoTMM gobpaTtbca Ao nobepexbs, — otBeTMn Kpacku, — a ottyaa 4oMou, B JIOHOOH.

— MNongemTte co MHOM, — nNponsHec TapsaH. — Bo3amMoXHO, 1 Bam nomory. Bel He 3acnyxuBaeTte
3TOro, HO S He MOry BMAETb, Kak NornbatoT B AXKyHrnsx 6enblie nogu.

OHu nocnenoBanu 3a HAM Ha 3anag, a Houb nposesnn B narepe y HebonbLOoro py4bA.

quBeprM NoHAoHuam obino TPYAOHO NPUBbLIKHYTb K NPUCYTCTBUIO CTPALUHOIO J1bBa, a EmoGep
npe6b|Bar| B NaHN4Ye€CKOM COCTOAHUMN.

Korga oHn pacnonoXunmcs y KocTpa 3a YXXMHOM, AobbiTbiM Tap3aHoMm, Kpacku npeanoxun
coopyaunTb ybexulle oT ANKNX 3BEPEN.

— He Hapo, — ckasan TapsaH. — [xag-6an-axa 6yaet oxpaHsaTtb Hac. OH ByaeT cnaTb psagoMm co
MHOW, W TO, YTO HE YCNbILWMWT OAMH, YCIbILWNT APYron.

Bntobep B3gOXHY.

— MawH roTT! — BOCKNMKHYN OH. — A 3annatun 6bl AecaTb PyHTOB, YTOOLI NPOBECTM CMOKONHYHO
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HO4b.

— OTa Ho4Yb ByaeT CNOKOMHOM K crneaytowas Toxe, — oTBeTun Tap3aH. — HUKTO He nocmeeT HanacTb
Ha Hac, noka ¢ Hamu [xan-6an-gxa.

— Toraa no3BosbTe Noxenatb BaM CrOKOMHOM HOYM, — ckasan bnobep, oTolen Ha HECKOSbKO
LLaroB OT KOCTpa, fier Ha 3eMsIt0 U MOMeHTanbHo 3acHyn. TopH v Ne6n3 nocnegosanu ero
npumepy, a notom n Kpacku...

Pycckuin nexan B nonyapeme, cnerka npukpbiB rnasa. OH yBuaen, kak Tap3aH NoAHANCS Co CBOEro
MecCTa Yy KOCTpa U HanpaBuncs K bnvxanwemy gepesy, rae yxe cnan [xkaa-6an-gxa. Korga oH
BCTaBarl, n3 HabegpeHHOM NOBSA3KM Bbinasn HEOONbLLIOW, TYyro HabUTbI KOXaHbIN MELLIOK.

KpaCKI/I, MIHOBEHHO C6pOCMBLIJI/II7I C cebs apemy, cnegnn 3a KaxnabiM OBUXKEHUEM TapsaHa.
YenoBek-06e3bsiHa nogoLwiern K cndawemy rnbBy U pacnonoXxurcd pAaoMm. L‘|e[l)63 HEKOTOpOE BpEMA,
Korga KpaCKI/I pewus, 4To OHM CNAT, OH MeANEeHHO U OCTOPOXKHO MOMOJI3 K MELLUOYKY. HakoHeL
pyCCKI/IIZ ,1:|,06par|cs| 00 CYMKU, CXBaTuUIl €e 1 cnpdartan nog ogexnay. MoTom nonons O6paTHO K CBOEMY
MecCTy. 30ecb OH ner Ha 6ok u, NPUTBOPUBLLUNCH CNALLMM, OCTOPOXXHO oLlynan CyMKy nasrbuamMu.

— Moxoxe Ha kKaMHU, — npobopmoTan oH. — HECOMHEHHO, 3TO OYNbIKHMKK, CryXalue Ans
yKpaLleHUs1 3TOro AMKoro napa AHrmunn. HeBo3MOXXHO NpeacTaBUTb, YTO 3TOT BapBap 3acedaeT B
nanaTe Nopaos..

Kpacku 6ecluymMHO pasBsizan y3en, U Yepe3 MrHOBEHWEe YacTb COAEePXKMMOro okasanacb y Hero Ha
nafoHwu.

— O, Boxe! — BocknnkHyn oH. — AnMa3sbl! OH GbICTPO BbICbINan eLle HEMHOrO AparoLeHHOCTEN U C
)Ka[HOCTbI0 pasrnsiabiBan ux — OrpOMHbIE CBEPKAtOLLME KaMHM YMCTON BOAbI U TakoW HEBEPOSITHOM
LIEHHOCTW, YTO TONbKO CO3epLaHmne Ux NOTPSICNIO PYCCKOro.

— Boxe mon! — noBTopun oH. — A 6oraT kak Kpes. OH BHOBb YNOXWI KAMHU B MELLIOK, MO-NPEXHEMY
o4HUM rnasom crneas 3a Tap3aHom u ero nbBoM. OHM He weBenunuck, U Kpacku cnpsaTan
AparoueHHOCTU nog oaexay.

— 3aBTpa, — GopmoTan oH, — 3aBTpa, ecnu gact bor, n ecnu BbligepkaT MON HEPBbI 3Ty HOYb.

Ha cnegyowmnn geHb TapsaH ¢ 4eTblpbMSA JIOHOOHLAMW NOAOLEN K AepeBHe, COCTOsBLUEN N3
MHOXECTBa XWXKWUH, OOHECEHHbIX KPEMKMM YaCTOKOSTOM.

Mocne obblYHON LepeMOoHMM NPUBETCTBUS Tap3aH NOBEPHYICA 1 NOMaHun K cebe eBponenues.

— OTO MOM Apy3bs, — CKa3asn OH BOXAH NNeMeHU, — OHU XOTAT B 6e3onacHocTn fobpaTtbea Ao
nobepexbs. dan um oxpaHy. O6 atom Tebs npouwly s, Tap3aH 13 nnemeHn 06e3bsiH.

— TapsaH — Benukui BoXab, [NoBenuterns IXKYHINEn, ero XenaHne — 3akoH, — OTBETUN TOT.

— BoT 1 xopowo! — nponsHec yenoBek-ob6e3bsiHa. — HakopMnTe nX Kak cnegyeT, a y MeHs1 CBOM
gena, s He Mory ocTaTbCs.

— VX XunBoThI 6yﬂyT NosiHbl, U OHM B 6e3onacHoCTU OOCTUTHYT I'IO6epe)KbFI, — 3aBepusl BOXAb.

He npocTuBlIMCH 1 Aaxe He B3rnsiHyB B CTOPOHY 6enbix, Tap3aH npowen MmO, a no NsaTam 3a HUM
cneposan [xaa-6an-gxa, 3onoton nes.

XIX. OCTPOE KOIbE YBUBAET
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Kpackun npoen 6eccoHHyo HoYb. OH MOHMMan, YTO paHo UM No3gHO Tap3aH 0BHapyXUT Nponaxy
anmasoB, BepHeTCA 1 NoTpebyeT 06bACHEHMI Y NOHAOHLEB, KOTOPbIM NOMOr. [103TOMY NpK NepBbIX
Xe nNpu3Hakax paccBeTa, korga Hebo Ha BOCTOKE 3aaneno, OH MOAHANCA C OXanku Cyxon Tpasbl B

XWXWHE, OTBEAEHHON BOXAeEM MM ¢ bnobepom Ha ABOMX, N OCTOPOXKHO BbIOparncsa Ha AepeBEHCKYHO

ynmuy.

— Boxe! — roBopun oH cam cebe. — ECTb TONbKO OAWH LIAHC M3 ThICAYM B OAMHOYKY A06paThcs [0
nobepexbs, HO 3TO, — U OH B3BECWIT B PyKe MELLOYEK C anmMasamu, — 3TO TOro CTOMUT, paam 3Toro
MO>HO U XXU3HBLIO PUCKHYTb. OTO 6OraTCTBO ThicAYM Koponeil. Boxe, 4To 8 cMory caenaThb ¢ 3TUM B
Nonpone, B Mapwxke, B Hoto-Mopke!

OH OCTOPOXXHO MOKMHYN AEPEBHIO, U BCKOPE MKYHINN COMKHYNUCH 3a Kaprom Kpacku.

Bntobep nepBbIM 0OHaPYXM OTCYTCTBUE KOMMAHbOHA, MOCKOSbKY, XOTS U HE OPYXWUIT C PYCCKUM, HO
BbIHY>XAEH BbIN AepXaTbCs ero, Tak kKak TopH u Mebna gpyxunu mexay cobon.

— Bbl He Bugenn Kapna? — cnpocun oH y Nebnaa, koraa Bce Tpoe cobpannch y KOCTpa 3aBTpakaTb.
— HeT, — otBeTun Nebns, — HaBepHOE, CNUT eLLe.
— Ero HeTy B xvxnHe, — Bo3pasun bnitobep, — 1 ero Tam yxe He 6bino, korga s NPOCHYCS.

— OH He nponagert, — 3ameTun TOpH, Xys TyLLEHOe MACO, NPUCIIaHHoe BOXAeM Ha 3aBTpaK. —
HaBepHoe, OH 3agepxancs y Kakon-Hmbyab MeCTHOM KpacoTKn. — W aHrnmMyYaHuH ynolbHyncs npum
9TOM LUYTNIMBOM HaMeKe Ha BCeM U3BECTHY0 cnabocTb Kpacku.

OHU 3aKoHYMIM Tpanesy 1 oTNpaBuUN BOUHA K BOXAI Y3HaTb, KOrga MOXHO ByaeT BbICTYNUTb B
nyTb, a Kpackn Bce He nossnancs. K atomy Bpemenun bnobep yxe Bcepbes 3abecnokounca. He
n3-3a Kpacku, a us-3a cebs. Ecnm c pycckum Mormno 4to-Hubyab Cry4mTbCa B 9TON OPY>KECTBEHHON
AepeBHe, Takas e cyabba MoXeT NOCTUrHYTb 1 ero. Korga oH M3noxun CBOK MbICI b OCTanbHbIM,
Te TOXe Npu3agymarnucb, 1 B KOHLLE KOHLIOB OHU OTMNPaBUINCh K BOXAIO.

Mpy nomoLLM XKeCTOB, NUAXUH-UHIMULL U HECKOJbKMX CINOB HAa MECTHOM AnanekTe, KOTopble OHU
ycnenu Bbly4nTb, UM yAanocb coobwmnTb BoXxat 06 ncyesHoBeHnn Kpackm n notpeboBatb OT HEro
00BbACHEHU.

Boxab Obin yanBJ1€H HE MEHbLUE UX N HEMeaAJTeHHO NMpuKa3an Ha4yaTb NMOUCKN.

Bckope ObINo ycTaHOBMNEHO, YTO B IEPEBHE €ro HET, a 3aTeM 0OHapYXXWUMK crnebl, Beayliue Yepes
BOpPOTa B XKYHITIN.

— MawH roTT! — BocknukHyn bntobep. — OH ywen un ywen oguH nocpean Houu.

OH pexHyncs.

— YT0 OH 3agyman, yepT nobepn? — nposopyan TopH.

— Y Bac Hu4ero He nponano? — cnpocun Nebns. — MoxeT, OH ykparn 4Yyero-Hmbyap?

— On, on! Yto ke oH Mor ykpacTb? — ckasdan bniobep. — Pyxbsi, cHapsikeHne — Bce Ha mecte. OH
HW4Yero He B34. Y Hac 34eCb BOOOLLE HET HUYEro LIEHHOro, KpOMe MOero KocTioma 3a ABajuatb
rMHENn.

— Ho noyemy Torga oH ato caenan? — cnpocun NMebns.

— A MOXeT, OH nyHaTUK? — npegnonoxun TopH. — Bctan BO cHe U ywen.
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9710 ObINO €ANHCTBEHHOE OOBSCHEHNE TAMHCTBEHHOMO NCYE3HOBEHNA Kpacku, KOTopoe Mornm
npuaymaTtb Tpoe nepenyraHHbIX My>X4YuH. * * *

Kpacku gepxxan pyxbe Ha nreve 1 yBepeHHOo Ler rno y3Kown 3BepuHon Tpone. B npaBomn pyke oH
CXKUmarn TsKenbii aBToMmaTuyeckmin nuctonet. Cnyx ero 6bin HaNpsKeH, OH BCe BpeMS
npucnyLwmeancs, 60acb 06HapyXnUTb 3BYKM NOroHN. Kpome Toro, oguH B TAaMHCTBEHHbIX AXKYHITISX,
OH BCe BpeMs onacancs BCTPETUTLCA C KeM-HMOYab 13 KOLUMapPHbIX Yy4O0BWLL, OT 3TOrO C Kaaomn
NPONAEHHON MUMEN LEHHOCTb anMasoB YMeHbLIanach nNponopLmnoHanbHO POCTY OMacHOCTEMN,
noacTeperasBLUMX €ro Ha NyTU K No6epexbio.

Bapyr oH yBuaen orpomMmHyto 3Meto, CBECUBLLYIOCS C iepeBa NPsSIMO Nepes HUM.

Kpacku He pelumncs cTpensaTb, onacasicb NpuBreYb BHMMaHNE BO3MOXHbIX npecnegosatenen. Emy
MPULLNOCH CBEPHYTL C TPOMbI B 3apocnu oxkyHrren. Korga oH BHOBb BO3BpaTUIICS Ha Tpony,
0o6OorHyB nepeBo co 3ameeln, ero ogexaa bbina nsogpaHa B kno4bs, Teno 6oneno, a U3
MHOFOYUCIIEHHBIX LlapanunH CoYunach KpoBb — MY MPULLIOCH NPOANPATLCS CKBO3b KOJHOUMIMA
KycTapHuk. OH obnmBancs NnoToM 1 Lwartarncsi oT yCTanocTu, a OAexaa kuwiena MypaBbsmu,
HernpepbIBHbIE YKYCbl KOTOPbIX MPUYMHAIN MY HACTOSLLME MYyYEHMS.

Ha 6nwxanwen nonsHe oH copsan ¢ cebsa ogexay v npuHANCcs ocBoboXaaTbCs OT ManeHbKnx
My4dunTENEn.

Ha ogexae 6bin1 Takon TONCThIN CNOW MypaBbEeB, YTO OH HE peLunncs HageTb ee cHoBa. Emy
y4anocb cnactu oT 3Ton 6e3xanocTHOM OpAbl NULb MELLOYEK C anmasamMn 1 opyxue.

CTpsixHyB MypaBbeB C TOro, 4TO emy yaanock cnactu, Kpackv nowen ganble no tpone 6es,
oaexabl u 00yBM Takum, Kakmm poguna ero matb. Korga Yepes nonyaca, 3a40XHyBLUMCb OT
ycTanoctu n 60nu, OH fner Ha Tpasy, eMy CTarno NOHATHO Bce 6e3ymue ero nnaHa B OAMHOYKY
pobpatbes Ao nobepexbs. Cenyac Kpacku Haxoguncs B OTHasgHHOM MOSOXKEHUM eLLe N NoTOMY,
YTO HMYEM Henb3s Tak NogopBaTh YBEPEHHOCTb M CMOKOWCTBME LIMBUITM30BAHHOIO YerioBeka, kak
OTCYTCTBMEM Ooaexabl. Harota napanvsoBana ero Bosto, OH He YyBcTBoBan Obl cebs cTonb
6e33awmnTHbIM, gaxe ecnm Obl NoTepsan opyxue. Tenepb 3TO Oblf OXBAYEHHbIN Y>KacoM YenoBek,
pPOBKO KpaBLUMNCSA NO Tpore.

OTY HOYb, rONIOAHBIN 1 3amep3Lumnii, Kpackm nposen Ha aepeBse, a No4 HUM C PEBOM, KaLUIEM U
pbl4aHMEM CHOBamM NO [AXKYHIIISIM OXOTALWMECS XULLHUKN. [1poxa OT xonoaa v ctpaxa, OH
UCNbITbIBaN CUNbHYO crnabocTb, a Korga Bnagan B TSXKeNy ApeMOoTy, 3To Obin He 0TAbIX, @ TONbKO
BCTpeYa C HOBbIMM KOLLIMapamu, KOTOpble BHE3aNHOEe pblYaHne npespawlano B peanbHOCTb.
MeaneHHo TaHYNUCb GeCKOHEYHbIE Yachl, 1 eMy Ka3anocb, YTO pacCBET HMKOrAa He HacTynuT. Ho,
HaKoHeLl, COSMHLe BCTasno, U OH NPOAOSTKNI CBOM MyYuTENbHbIM NYTb Ha 3anag.

N3MyYeHHbIN CTpaxom, yCcTanocTbio 1 60nbio, OH Wen B nonybecco3HaTenbHOM COCTOSHMM, U
KaXxabl Yac yxyllan ero nosioxeHue, Tak kKak ¢ MoOMeHTa nobera u3 AepeBHN y HEro MakoBOWN
POCUHKM BO PTYy He Obifo.

Hactynun nongeHs. Kpacku npogosmkan ABuratbCcs Bnepe, HO MeasIeHHO U C YacTbiMU
ocTaHoBkamu. Bo Bpemsa ogHoro npveana eMmy BOpYr nokasanocb, YTO Henogarneky crbiwartcs
yenoseyeckue ronoca. OH HanpsArcs, HagesCb, YTO 3TO HE ranflunHaUnd, 3aTeM B NPUMBe Cun
BCKOYMN Ha Horn. ComHeHnn He 6bino. OH crbiwan rofioca Ha CpaBHUTENbHO BIM3KOM pacCTOsiHUM,
1 3TO BbINIM rofioca He YePHOKOXMX, a eBponenueB. CoxpaHsast OCTOPOXHOCTb, OH NOLLEn Bnepes,
cTapadacb He WyMeTb. Tpona BbiBeNa ero Ha NonsHy, KOTOPY nepecekan MyTHbIN pyyen. 1o
Geperam pocnu gepesbs. OKono BoAbl CTosANa HebonbLUAas XMXNHA, KpbiTas Cyxon TpaBon u
OKpY>XeHHas rpybbiM YacTOKOMOM, nepes KOTopbiM Oblfla coopy)XeHa AONOoNHUTEeNbHas 3awmTa B
BUOE KOSOYEN KPernkon n3ropoau.

N3 xnknHbl OHOCUMCH rornoca, 1 Tenepb Kpacku pazobparn, 4To OHW NpuHaanexat My>xdvHe u
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XeHLwmHe. XKeHLmnHa NpoTMB Yero-To rHeBHO Bo3pakana, a HU3KUI MY>KCKOWM rofloc TUXO oTBevan
en.

[(ma3a pyccKoro LWMPOKO pacKpbIIUCb OT YOUBIIEHUS, CMELLAHHOrO C YXKacoM: OH Y3Han 3Tu rofnoca.
My>kckon npuHagnexan mepteoMmy OctebaHy MupaHae, a XXeHCku — ncyesHysLlen dnope Xakec,
koTopyto Kpacku Toxe cuntan nornbwen. OgHako oH He Bepun B Npu3pakoB. bectenecHble ayxu He
HY>KOAKTCA B XWXKMHAX, YaCTOKoMax n Kontoumx nsropoasax. Obnagarenn aTmx ronocos Obinm Tak xe
XWBbI N MaTepuarnbHbl, Kak U OH CaM.

Kpackun Hanpasuncs K XvxXnHe, 4yBCTBO HEHABUCTU N PEBHOCTU OTCTYNUAN HA BTOPOM NriaH npwu
MbICIW, YTO TeNnepb OH HEe OOUHOK B [XKYHINAX. Ho, HEMHOro He Jonasa OO0 NOMSIHBI, PYCCKUIA BOPYT
OCO3Har CBOto HaroTy. [logymas 1 orngaeBLUNCh NO CTOPOHAM, OH MPUHSANCS CPpbIBaTb AfIMHHbIE
LUMPOKUE JNIUCTbS, N3 KOTOPbIX M3roTOBWI MPUMUTUBHYIO, HO MPUIrOAHYI0 oaexay B Buae tobku,
NPUBA3aHHOWN K NOSICY NIMaHON.

3aTeMm, CO BHOBb O6peTeHHbIM 4YyBCTBOM YBEPEHHOCTU, OH LUArHymn K Xm>xXnuHe.

Onacascb, 4TO ero He y3HaloT 1, NPUHSAB 3a Bpara, cpasy aTakytT, Kpacku, npnbnumamnsLumce K
YyacTokony, no3san AcrebaHa No MMeHW. B TOT xxe Mur ncnaHew, B CONPOBOXAEHUM AEBYLLKUN BbiLIES
N3 XWXKMHbI. Ecnn 6bl pycckuin He y3Han ero no rofnocy, oH pewwusn 6bl, YTo nepes HUM cam Tap3aH,
HaCTONbKO BENMKO BbINo BHelWHee cxoncTBo. HekoTopoe Bpems OctebaH un drnopa ¢ yameBrneHnem
pasrnsgbiBany CTpaHHOe CyLLecTBO, CTosILLee nepea HAMN.

— Bbl He y3HaeTe meHa? — cnpocun Kpacku. — A Kapn. Kapn Kpacku. ®nopa, Bbl y3HaeTe MeHA?

— Boxe mon, Kapn! — BocknukHyna gesyLika 1 xotena 6u110 NogoNTN K HEMY, HO UCNaHew, yaepXxan
ee, obxBaTuB 3a Tanuio.

— YT0 BbI 30€Cb Aenaete? — cnpocun dctebaH cepauTo.
— MbiTatocb NpobpaTbCs kK NOGepexbo, — OTBETUIT PYCCKUIA. — A ymMmnparo OT rornioga 1 yctanocTu.
— [lopora Ha 3anag Tam, — OTBETUI UCMAHEL, U YKa3an Ha TPony B MKYHIMsAX.

— Tonante, KpaCKI/I, €CJl1 Bbl B3AyMaeTe oCTaTbCA 30eCb, 3TO MOXET NoBpeanTb BallemMy
300pPOBbIO.

— Bbl He JagnTe MHe HU NULLK, HU BoAbI? — cnpocun Kpacku.

— BoH Boga, — ncnaney, MaXHyJ B CTOPOHY py4bd, — a B IXKYHIMAX NOJTHO NULK OnA 1eX, y KOro
XBaTtaeT Xpa6pOCTI/I M paccyaka oBrageTb €lo.

— Tl HE MOXeLb NPOorHaThb ero, — ckasana gesyLlka. — PasBe ymMecTHa Takas XeCTOKOCTb? —
3atem, 06paTUBLLMCL K PyCCKOMY, OHa KpukHyna: — He yxogute, Kapn, He yxoaute! Cnacute meHs!
Cnacute ot atoro 3Bepsi!

— OTonanTe B CTOPOHY, — BOCKINNKHYN Kpacku, 1 koraa Aesyluka oTrnpsiHyna oT MupaHabl, BCKAHYI
nucToneT. Myns npolwuna MMMo, He 3adeB ucnaHua. [aTpoH 3aKNMHWIO B CTBOSE, U BTOPOTO
BbiCTperna He nocneaosano. C gocanon otépocue 6ecrnonesHbivi NUCToNneT B CTOPOHY, Kpacku
nonbiTancs caepHyTb C nreya BUHTOBKY, HO B 3TOT MUF OcTebaH NOAHSN PyKy C TSHKENbIM KOPOTKUM
KOMbeM, KOTOPbIM Hay4uricsl HEMMOXO BRnaaeThb, U npexae YeM Kpacku ycnen HaxaTb Ha KypoK,
konbe npobuno ero cepaue. Ee33Byy4HO pycckuii pyxHyr K Horam CBOEro Bpara v CornepHuka, a
)KEHLLIMHA, KOTOPYH OHU 06a No-cBoemy rpy6o 1 3roucTUYHO NbUNK, onycTunacb Ha 3eMnto, nnaya
OT OTYasHUSI.

YBuAEB, YTO ero NpoTUBHUK MepTB, AcTebaH nogoLlen, BbiAEpPHY KONbe U OCMOTPEN OpYyXune
ybuToro. Ero B3rnsia ocTaHOBUIICS Ha MELLIOYKE, NPUBSA3aHHOM K NOSICY IMaHON.
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WcnaHey, owynan cymky, NbiTasicb onpeaennTb ee CoaepXMmMoe, U peLuns, 4To Tam 6oenpunacsi.
OH He cTan pa3Bsa3biBaTb MELLOK, @ CHavana nepeHec B XWXMHY OpY)XMe pyccKoro, 3aTem BTaLLun
TyAa AeBYLUKY, KOTopas ¢ nnadyemM 3abunacb B yron.

— begHbin Kapn! begHbin Kapn! — npuuntana oHa, a noTOM KpUKHyna B NUuUo ucnaHuy: — 3sepb!

— [la, — BOCKNUKHYN OH cO cMexoM. — A 3Bepb! A TapsaH, a 3TOT rpsi3HbIN PYCCKMW NOCMES Ha3BaTb
MeHst OctebaHoMm. A TapsaH! A TapsaH! — NOBTOPW OH, NOCTENEHHO MOBbILAs rofioc. — TOT, KTO
Ha3oBeT MeHs Mo-ApYyromMy, ympeT. A nokaxy um, g UM nokaxy!

[eBylika nocMoTpena Ha Hero, Brinsgenach B ropsiiue rrnasa v B3gporHyna.
— Cymacweawmun, — npowenTana oHa. — Cymacweawunin! boxe, ogHa B IXyHrnsx ¢ 6esymuem!

N penctBuTenbHO, B 3TOM OTHOLWeEHUN OctebaH Mupanga 6bin 6esymuem. 3710 66110 6e3ymue
apTuCTa, AN KOTOPOro posib cTana YacTbto ero ectectsa. OH Tak Aonro urpan ponb Tap3aHa, Tak
NpuBbIK n30bpaxkaTb YenoBeka-o6e3bsiHy, YTO NOoYyBCTBOBAs cebsa HacToswmm MNoBenutenem
DKYHIMen.

— OH xoT1en ykpacTb nogpyry Tap3aHa, — 6opmoTan JdctebaH, — Bnaabiku mxyHrnen! Bugena, kak s
ybun ero ogHum yaapom? PasBe Tbl MOXeLLb AyMaTb O KOM-HUBYAb ApYyroMm, ecrniv psagom ¢ Tobon
noboBb Benukoro TapsaHa?

— A 1ebs HEHaBWXY, — CKa3alla AeBYyLlKa. — Tl B cCamoM gene 3BEpPb, HET, Tbl XYyXeE 3BEpA.

— Ho Tbl MOsi, — BO3pa3un ucnaHed, — u HUKor4a He 6yaelub npuHagnexatb apyromy. Ckopee s
ybbto Tebs1 co6CTBEHHBIMM pykaMu. Ho Hafo B3rnsiHyTb Ha 3Ty CyMKy pycckoro. [Moxoxe, y Hero
CTONbKO 6GoenpunacoB, YTO MOXHO OTCTPEnMBaTLCS OT LieNoro nosika. — Ml oH pasesizan y3en u
BbICbINasn COAePXXMMOE Ha MO XMXKUHbI.

Korga rpyaa kamHeln 3acBepkana nepeg ux yauBrneHHbIMU rasamu, AeByLlka HeJOBEPUMNBO
3aXKMypwunach.

— Ceatasa Mapus! — Bckpuyan ncnaHey,. — 971o anmasbil!
— CoTHn anmasos, — npobopmoTana gesyuwka. — 'ae oH nx pa3gobbin?

— He 3Hato 1 3HaTb He xo4y, — ckadan OctebaH. — OHM Moun, oHu Bce mown. A 6oray, drnopa, n ecnu
Tbl Bygelub xopollo cebs Bectu, 9 pasgento ¢ Tobon 31o 6oraTcTBO.

Mna3a ®nopbl Xakec Cy3unucb, B ee rpyam NpocHynacb gpemMasllasi TaM anyHoCTb U BMECTE C HElo
HEeHaBMCTb K UcnaHuy. Bna nepenvBalowmxcsa anmMasoB OKOHYaTENbHO YKPENUIT €€ B PeLLEHN
ybutb BcTtebaHa Ho4Yblo BO CHe. [10 3TOro oHa cTpalnniacbk OCTaTbCa OQHOWN B AXKYHIMSX, HO Tenepb
enaHue obnagaTtb cokpoBuwamm nobeguno crtpax. * * *

Tap3aH, KpyXa no [KYHrnsM, NOCTOSIHHO HaTbIKancs Ha criefbl pa3po3HEHHbIX OTPSA0B
4YepHOKOXMX C 3anagHoro nobepexbs 1 apabckmx HEBONbHUKOB. [JOrOHSAS 3TW rpynnbl, OH HABOAWN
y)Xac Ha HerpoB 1 3acTaBnss X rOBOPUTb NpaBay O Npousoweawmnx cobbiTnsx. Besikuin pas oH
criblan noYTh oaHo U To e. HukTo He Buaen MoByTy C TOM HOYM, KOr4a Criyuduricst noxap, u
Kaxkablii npegnonararn, YTo oH Mor cbexaTb C ApYrM OTPSIAOM.

Mbicnu TapsaHa B 3TV AHU BbINN HACTONBKO 3aHSATLI Nonckamu MoBYTY, YTO OH HE 3aMeTun
NCYE3HOBEHUS MeLlKa ¢ anmasamun. OH BooGLLEe 3abbif1 0 ero CyLeCTBOBAHMM U MLLb MO YACTOMN
CryYaHOCTW ofHaXkabl BCNOMHWA 06 anvasax.

Tonbko Torga obHapyxunace nponaxa. OgHako, rae u nNpu Kakmx 06CToATeNbCTBAX OH Mor
noTepsTb ero, TapsaH He cymen NpuNoMHUTL. HakoHew, Ha yMm npuwina agoragka.
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— 3TO MOLLEHHUKN-eBPONENLbI, — ckadan oH [xaa-6an-gxa, — 9TO OHWM NOXUTUAKM anmasbl. — U
sipKasi Kpacka rHeBa BCIbIXHyMa Ha ero nvue, Korga oH nogyman o BepOSIOMCTBE U YEPHOM
HeGnarogapHOCTM NIOAEN, KOTOPbIX OH BbIpy4nn n3 6eabl. — Nownm, — no3san oH nbBa, —
npoaormKUM nonckn MoByTy, a 3a04HO NOULLIEM M 3TUX HEFOOSEB.

N BoT korga MNebns, TopH 1 bnobep yxe npubnuxkanmcb k nobepexbto, BO BpeMsi NofyaeHHOro
OTAbIXa OHM C YAMBIEHNEM YBUOENN MAYLLENO B UX CTOPOHY YenoBeKa-06e3bsiHy B CONPOBOXAEHUN
OrPOMHOrO NbBa.

Tap3aH He OTBeTUN Ha yroanveble NPUBETCTBUS, @ MOYa BCTan nepes HUMU, CKPECTUB Ha rpyau
pyku. Ha ero nuue 3acTbino Takoe BblpaxeHue, 4tTo bnobep noxonoaen ot crpaxa. Mcnyranuce m
ocTanbHble.

— Y10 cnyynnocb? — cnpocunmn oHn Xopom. — Nnoxme HOBOCTU?
— MHe Hy)XHa CyMKa C KaMHSIMW, KOTOPYHO Bbl YKpanu y MeHsi, — CMOKOMHO Npon3Hec Tap3aH.
Kaxgbii 13 Tpomx ¢ NO403PEHMEM NOCMOTPEN Ha CBOMX CMYTHUKOB.

— 1 He noHMMmato Bac, MucTep Tap3aH, — oCMenuncs HapywmnTb monyaHme bniobep. — A yBepeH,
YTO 3[€eCb KaKoe-TO HeJopa3yMeHue, eCcnin TOMbKO... — U OH UcnogTuLlka 6pocunn nogo3puTenbHbIN
B3rnsa Ha cnopswmx Nebnsa n TopHa.

— 1 HM4Yero He 3Ha0 O MeLLKe C KaMHAMU, — ckasan 1ebnas, — 1 Bbl MOXeTe BepuTb britobepy.

— £ He BepO HUKOMY N3 Bac, — MpayHo ckaszan Tap3aH. — [lalo nATb CeKyHA Ha pasmbilneHue. nu
BEPHUTE CYMKY Uin Bac TaTerNbHO ObbILLYT.

— Moxanywncta, — BoCKNukHyN britobep, — o6biwmnTe MeHsa! ObbiwmTte, 0bbiwmTe!
KnsHycb, mucTtep Tap3aaH, 1 Hu4ero He 6pan y Bac.

— 34ecb YTO-TO He Tak, — 3asBun TopH. — A Toxe HMYero He Gpan y Bac, U YBEPEH, YTO 3TV ABOE HU
B YEM He MOBUHHbI.

— e 4yetBepTbHIN? — cnpocun Tap3aaH.

- KpaCKI/I? OH ucuyes B Ty CaMylO HOYb, KOra Bbl NMpMUBESIN HAaC B AEPEBHIO. N c Tex nop Mbl ero He
Bnaenn. Tenepb MHe Bce SiCHO. Mbl TEePANTNCb B Aoragkax, nodemy OH yuliers, a Ternepb BCe ACHO KakK
00oXunh oeHb. ITO OH YKpal CYMKY C KaMHAMMW. A MbI-TO raganu, 4To OH Mor YKpacTb.

— ToyHo! — BocknukHyn Mebna.
— Kak e mbl cpasy He coobpasunu! — nogxsatun bnwobep.

— Bce paBHO Bac Hafgo obbickaTb, — noBTOpun TapaaHx, 1, korga nofoLlen kKoMaHaup oTpsaaa
YEPHOKOXKMX, OH OOBSACHMIT MY, Yero oH xo4eT. Tpoux 6enbix GbICTPO pasgenu u obbickanu.
Kaxgas npuHagnexasLias UM Bellb Obina TwaTenbHO OCMOTPEHa, HO CYMKY HalTK He yaanoch.

He roBopsi HM cnoBa, Tap3aH HanpaBuIcs B [XKYHINM, U Yepe3 MrHOBEHWe rycTasi fimcTea
COMKHyNnach 3a 4eloBeKOM-06e3bsSHOWA.

— boxe, cnacu Kpacku! — BocknukHyn Ne6bna.

— Y70 9TO OH roBOpUIT O CyMKe C KaMHSAMKU? YTO 3a kaMHU? OH, criydaem, He cnaTun? — ckasan
TopH.

— OTHI0Ab, — oTBeTUN Brntobep. — B Adpuke ecTb TONbKO OAMH COPT KaMHEN, U3-3a KOTopbIX Kpacku
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PUCKHYI YKPacTb U B OOUHOYKY OTNPaBUTBLCS B )KYHIMN — 3TO anmMasbl.
Mebn3 n TopH packpbinun pTbl OT YANBIEHUS.
— [MpoKNATLIN PYCCKUIN, — BOCKINKHYI NepBbIN. — KOHEYHO, 3TO OH yKpasn anmasbl.

— Ho, BO3MOXHO, cnac HaMm Xu3Hb, — 3ameTun BTopon. — Ecnn 661 Kpacku octancs ¢ Hamu, n aToT
Tap3aH Hawen 6bl anMasbl, BpS4 NI Mbl OCTanuck Obl B XXUBbIX. Tap3aH HU 3a 4YTO He noBepwn bbl,
YTO Mbl HAYErO HEe 3Hanm O Kpaxe.

Bapyr oHu ¢ yaMBneHnem yBMOENM, YTo YenoBek-06e3bsiHa BO3BpaLLAETCs, HO OH He obpaTtun Ha
6enbix HUKaKoro BHUMaHMWS, NOAOLLEN K KOMAHAUPY, NOrOBOPUIT C HAM O YEM-TO HECKOSbKO MUHYT,
NOBEPHYICA U CHOBA YLUEN.

Celtyac Tap3aaH HanpaBnsancs Yepes JXKyHrM B CTOPOHY AEPEBHU, IAe OH OCTaBUN YeTBEPTbIX
GenbIx 1 13 KoTopoi nosxe coexan Kpacku. OH aBurancsa 6eicTpo, Oxaa-6an-a)xa otctan u Lwen
c3aau no cneay. 3a cpaBHUTENBHO KOPOTKOe Bpemsl TapsaH goGparcs 4o AepeBHU, ABUrasch no
BepXyLUKam JepeBbeB, rAe HUYTO He MOTTIO ero 3aaepxaTb.

Y BOpOT OH 06Hapyxwun cnea Kpacku, nonycrepTbii, HO BCE eLle pasnnuuinmblii Ans 060CTPEHHbIX
4YyBCTB YenoBeka-06e3bsaHbl. OH BbICTPO ABMHYNCA No crneay, Tem 6onee, 4To Kpacku He
MacCKMpysiCb ABUrancs rno Tpone, BeayLlen Ha 3anag.

CorHue CKIoHANOCh 3a BepPLUMNHBI AepeBbeB, koraa Tap3aH Jobpancs Ao NofisiHbl C MYTHbIM
pyYbEM 1 CTOsILLEN Ha Bepery XmxXuHon. HYenosek-06e3bsiHa OCTaHOBUIICA, NPUCYLIANICA, BTSHYI
BO3yX YyBCTBUTENbHBIMW HO34PSIMK, a 3aTeM BecluyMHO nepecek nonsHy. B TpaBe y yacTtokona
nexano 6ecyyBcTBeHHOe Tenio 6enoro Yenoseka. OgHoro B3rnsga 66110 4OCTAaTOYHO, YTOOLI
MOHATb, YTO 3TO TOT, KOrO OH MLWET. Tap3aH cpasy MOoHsM, YTO MeLlKa C anmvasaMn 30eCb HET: OHU
Tenepb Yy TOro, KTo youn pycckoro.

Bokpyr 6bI1110 MHOXECTBO CMNEeA0B XXEHLMHbI 1 MY)XX4YMHbI. My>X4YMHaA Ooka3ancsa TeM caMbiM, KOTOPbIV
ybun Noby, Benukyto 06e3bsaHy, n oxoTuncs Ha bapy-oneHs, HO XeHwmHa — kTo oHa? Cyasa no
cnegawm, y Hee 6binu couTbl HOrn, a B3aMeH 06yBM OHM BbiNn 0OMOTaHbI 06pLIBKAMM OAEXAbI.

TapsaH yBugen, 4to cnefbl My>XYUHbI U )KEeHLLWHbI BEe4YT B [)KYHITIN. Nos no cneny, OH MNMoHAn, 4YTo
XeHLWnHa NnocTeneHHo oTcTtaBara. ﬂ,BI/IFaJ'IaCb OHa MeaJiIeHHO, a My>X4Y1Ha, HEe O0XKNOasACh ee,
yxoaun ece ganblue n ganblue.

HencteutenbHo, ActebaH HamHoro onepeann dnopy Xakec, KOTopyto bonbLle He gepxanu
ycTarnble o4epeBEHEBLUNE HOT.

— MNopgoxan, SctebaH, — 3Bana oHa. — He 6pocan meHs. He octaenam ogHy B JXYHMsX.

— Torga noTtopannueaiics, — ycMexHynca ucnaHel. — He gymaellb nn Tbl, YTO € Takum BoratcTeoM
A B6yay ocTaHaBnMBaTbCA U XOaTb, NOKa KTO-HMBYAb He NpuaeT u He oTbepeT ero y MeHs. Her, g
nonay K nobepexbto Co BCen CKOPOCTLIO, Ha KOTOPYHO TOMbLKO crnocobeH. CMoxXellb nocnesars 3a
MHOW — OTMIMYHO, HE CMOXELLb — TBOW NPOBNEMbI.

— Ho Tbl He MoXeLwb GpocuTb MeHs, OctebaH. [axe 6yayym 3BepeM, Tbl HE MOXELLb 3a0biThb, YTO A
coenana gnsa tebs.

McnaHeu, 3acmesancs.

— Ewe kak cmory. Tbl Tenepb N5 MEHSI HUYTO, BpoAe cTapou nepyatku. C aTum, — OH noxnonan
NafoHbIO MO CyMKe C anMasamu, — 9 cMory obnagartb nyywmmMm nepyaTkamm B mupe. — M oH
3acmesncsa cobCTBEHHON LIYTKE.
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— 3cTebaH! Octeban! — monuna oHa. — BepHuck! A He mory natu gansiue. He octaensm MeHs
oaHy. MNpouwy Tebs, cnacn meHs.

Ho OH TOnbKO YyCMEXHyncsl B OTBET, U, KOraa ero gurypa ckpbifiacb 3a NOBOPOTOM TPOMbI, AEBYLLKA
GecnomoLLHO ynana Ha Tpasy.

XX. MEPTBbIE BO3BPALLAKOTCA

B atoT Be4ep ActebaH caenan npuearn B6N3N Tponbl, nepeceKaBLueVl BblCOXLUEE PYCI10 PEKKU; Nno
caMoMy OHY CTpyuncd MeJIEHbKUI py4eek, N3 KOTOpOoro ncrnaHewy Mmor HanmTbCcA.

HaBsizumBasa ngest 0 Tom, 4TO OH AENCTBUTENBLHO Tap3aH, npuaana eMy Xxpabpoctu, No3ToMy
MuvpaHaa He cTan coopyXaTb HUKaKMUX U3ropoaen unm yactokornos. U cyabba Obina 6narocknoHHa K
HeMy, TaK Kak He NOSABMUIOCh HU OAHOrO XULLHMKA, KOTOPbIM Mor Obl foka3aTb OcTtebaHy, YTo OH
pacxpabpwuncsa He B Mmepy. Noka ¢ H1M wna ®nopa, OH CTpouN AN Hee Wwanaluu, HO Tenepb,
OGpocKB ee 1 okas3aBLUNCb B OANHOYECTBE, OH, B COOTBETCTBUUN C BbIOPAHHOW pOfiblo, HE
nos3aboTuncsa gaxe o NPUMUTUBHOW orpaje.

OpHako MMpaHua pasrioXxun Koctep, NOTOMY 4YTO eMy yaarioCb noAcTpennTb Andb, HO OH elle He
HaCTOJ1bKO MNMPUBbLIK K )KN3HWN OUKapA, 4TOObI ECTb MSICO CbIpPbIM.

HaeBlmcb 1 HanmBLINCE U3 pyybsi, AcTebaH BepHYICs K KOCTPY, Cen, AoCTan CyMKy C arimasamu u,
packpbIB ee, Habpan NOSHY ropPCTb NPEeKPaCHbIX KAMHEN.

OTbneckn KOCTpa OTpaxanucb Ha arnmasHbIX rPaHsX 1 NOCbINanu cBepKarLme NCKOPKN B TEMHOTY
OKpY>XatoLUX JKYHrnewn, a ucnaHew, nepecbinan KaMHU TOHEHbKOW CTPYMKOM C OQHOM NnagoHu Ha
APYryto U B UX CUSSHUM BUAEN YNOUTENbHYIO KapTuUHY Byayuiero: BNacTb, POCKOLLUb, BEMUKONENHbIE
XEHLLUMHbI — BCE, YTO MOXET AaTb YenoBeKy orpoMHoe 6oratctBo. C Nony3akpbITbiMK Fna3ammn OH
pa3meyTancs ob ngearne, 3a KOTOpbIM MOTarncs No BceMmy 6enomy ceeTy, — OH naeanbHON
XEHLLMHE, KOTOPYIO OH UCKas U He HaxXO4WM, TaK Kak HA OAHAa XXeHLMHa He Obina 4OCTOMHOM
n3bpaHHunuen ana dctebaHa. BHe3anHoO ckBO3b MOMyonyLleHHbIe PeCHWLbI UCNaHel yBUAEN B
oTBrieckax KOCTpa HEACHYI0 MaTepuanuaauunio CBoen MeYTbl — XEHCKYI0 purypy, oAeTyro B MIOTHYIO
Oenyto Hakuaky.

OctebaH NNOTHO 3aXKMYpPUWN rnasa v BHOBb OTKPbIS UX, HO BUAEHWE HE NCYE3TO.

OH packpbini rnasa nowmpe, HO XeHwuHa B 6enon Hakmake npogorkana cyLecrsoBaTb.
BHes3anHo OctebaH MupaHga nobnegHen.

— Mpecsatasa 6oromateps! — npowenTtan oH. — 310 ®Pnopa. OHa ymepna 1 npuinia HakasaTb MeHS.

C WMpPOKO pacKpbITbIMK rfasamMy OH BCKOYUI Ha HOrK, cobrpasicb 6pocuTbCst NPoYb OT NPUBUOEHUS,
HO BAPYF OHO 3aroBOPMIIO MSIFKMM FOSTOCOM.

— O, moe cepaue! 310 gencTBnTENBHO Thl!

AcTebaH NoHAN, YTO 3TO He npuBmnaeHNe u He dropa, HO KTO XKe 3Ta NpekpacHasi He3HaKoOMKa U Kak
OHa NosiBMNach B DKYHrNsAx?

OueHb MeaneHHo XeHLnHa oborHyna Kkoctep n npudnmnannack kK Hemy. 3ctebaH NocneLwHo
crnpsTan KaMmHU B CYMKY M CYHYIN ee noA NbBUHYIO LLKYPY, KOTOpas Criyxuna emy oaexaomn.
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C pacnpocTepTbiMn 06BATUAMM XKEHLLUMHA nogoLuna 6nmxe.
— JTlobMbIN MORN, — BOCKINUKHYIA OHA, — HE FTOBOPU, YTO Thbl HE Y3Haellb MeHs!

OHa 6bina yxxe Tak 65M3Ko, YTO OH BMAES €€ B34bIMaBLLYHCH N OMyCKaBLUYOCS rpyab, ee ryobl,
Tpenewywine oT nben n ctpacTu. [lopsyee YyBCTBO OXBATUIMO €ro, U OH LLArHyn K Hen HaBcTpeyy,
pacKpbIB 00BATUSA U XXenas NnpuxaTtb K cBoen rpyau. * * *

Nos no cnefy My>c4vHbl U KEHLWMHBI, Tap3aH nerko npobupancst no necHow tpone. OH 3Har, 4To
CKOPO HACTUIHET X, M NO3TOMY He OYEeHb YAUBUIICS, YBUOEB XXEHCKYIO huUrypy, nexasLuyto Ha
TpaBe. Korga oH HaKMOHWMCS K HEeWN 1 NOSOXMIT PYKY Ha ee NMeYo, XXeHLLMHa BCKPUKHYNa.

— Boxe, aTo KoHeL!

— Bam Heuero 6o4atbcs, — ycnokoun ee Tap3aH, — 1 He NPUYMHIO BaM Bpeaa.
OHa noBepHynach 1 B3rnsiHyna Ha Hero, BHavane peLumns, YTo 3To OctebaH.
— Bbl BepHynuCb, 4Tob6bI cnactn meHs, ActebaH? — cnpocuna oHa.

— 3cTtebaH? — BOCKNUKHYM OH. — A He OcTebaH, 3TO He Moe UMA4.

Torpa oHa y3Hana ero.

— Jloppg NpenicTok! 310 BbI?

— [a. A kT0 BbI?

— A ®nopa Xakec, a1 6bina cnyxaHkon neaun PencTok.

— MpunomuHato, — ckasan Tap3aH. — YTo Bbl 34ech genaeTe?

— £ 6otocb roBopuTh, — OTBETUIA AEBYLLKA. — A onacatCb Ballero rHeea.

— [oBopuTe, — TpeboBaTeNbLHO NpMKasan YenoBek-obesbsiHa. — Bbl e 3HaeTe, Pnopa, s HuKorga He
obmXKato KEHLLMH.

— Mbl npuwnu 3a 3onotom Onapa, — Ha4ana oHa. — Ho 06 3ToMm Bbl 3HaeTe.

— A Hnyero 06 3TOM He 3Hato, — OTBETUI OH. — Hey>i<en|/| Bbl Oblnn ¢ Temu 6enbimuy, KOTOpble onounu
MeHA HapKOTUYECKNM 3€eJTbeM U 6pOCI/IJ'II/I Ha Npon3BoOIsl Cy,El,b6bI?

— YBbI, Aa, — npusHanacb ®nopa. — Mbl B3 30110TO, HO NPULLINN Bbl C BaLLUMK Ba3vpu 1
oTobpanu ero.

— 1 He Npuxoann ¢ Basnpu U HUYEro He oTOMpan, — HegoymeBan Tap3aH. — A He NOHMMato, O YeM
Bbl rOBOpUTE.

,D,eByLIJKa YOUBIEHHO NnoAHANa 6pOBI/IZ OHa 3Hara, 410 Tap3aH HUKOrga He BpeT.

— Hawmwm ntogm B3ByHTOBanNMCh, ActebaH NoXuTusn MeHs, a notoMm Hac Hawen Kpacku. OH npuwen c
MELLKOM, HabuTbIM anmasamu, Ho ActebaH youn ero 1 3abpasn MeLLOK.

Tenepb Tap3aH yameuncs ewe 6onbLue.
— OctebaH — 370 TOT My>XYMHA, KOTOPbIN BbIN C BaMU? — CPOCUI OH.

— [a, — otBeTnna ®nopa, — Ho OH Bpocun MeHs. A He morna natu aanolwe. OH oCcTaBUIT MEHS
ymupaTtb, a cam yLien.
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— Mbl Hangem ero, — ckasan yenoBek-obe3bsaHa. — Nownu.

— Ho y meHs HeT cun.

— 3710 He 6ena, — OTBETUI OH U NErKO NOAHSAN ee Ha Nevo.

TapaaH ObICTpO npogBurancs no Tpone, 6epexxHo HECS CBOK HOLLY.

— Bopga 6nusko, — ckasan oH, — a BaM HE06X0ANMMO cenyac yToNUTb Xaxay.

Korga Bbl nonbeTe, y Bac npmbaButcsa cun. A MOXET ObiTb, 1 CyMeto pa3fgobbiTb AN BaC U NULLMW.
— Moyemy BbI Tak OOpPbI CO MHOM? — cripocuna AeByLUKa.

— Bbl eHLmMHa. A He Mory oCTaBWTb Bac B J)KYHITIsIX OQHY Ha BEPHYHO rmbenb, HE3aBUCKUMO OT TOrO,
4YTO Bbl cAenanu, — 0OTBETUN YenoBek-obe3bsiHa.

A ®riope Xakec ocTaBanoch NuLLb ropbKo NfiakaTb, coXxanes o ToM 311e, KOTOpoe OHa emy
npuynHUNa.

CTeMHeno, Ho OHM NpoAOMKanu ABUraTtbcsa no Tpone, noka TapsaH He 3aMeTuUn BAaneke oTéneck
KocTpa.

— [lymato, 4To Mbl CKOPO Hangem Ballero cbexasLUero gpyra, — npowuentan oH. — He wymuTe.

L‘|yTb NO3Xe ero YyTkme yun ynosurmn 3ByKu royiocos. OH ocTaHoBUCA U onyctui AeByLUKY Ha
3EMIJTIO.

— Ecnu He MmoxeTe uaTu, NnogoXanTe 34ecb, — TUXO MPOU3HEC OH. — A He Xo4y, YTObbl eMy yaanoch
CKpbITbCA. A BepHyCb. Ecnn moxeTe, ngute 3a MHOW MOTUXOHBLKY.

OH ocTopoxHo asuHyncsa sneped. OH cnblwan, Kak Becre 3a HuMm wna dnopa Xakec. bbino sicHo,
4yTO BGonbLle BCcero oHa 6GonTtcs octaBaTbCa O4HA B TEMHOTE MXKyHrnen. HeoxumaanHo oo Tap3aHa
AOHECoCb HErPOMKOE pblHaHME B HECKOSbKMUX LLArax OT Hero.

— [bxap-6an-gxa, — WwenHyn oH, — Kk Hore. OrpoMHbIV NeB NoAcKoYun K Hemy, a dropa B ucnyre
BCKPUKHYMNa 1 cxeatuna Tap3aHa 3a pyky.

— Tuwe, — npowenTan oH. — JleB He NPUYNHUT BaM Bpeaa.

UyTb Nozxe Tpoe NoaoLunn kK 6epery ApeBHEro pycra peku 1 Nod NPUKPbITUEM BbICOKOW TpaBbl,
pacTyLiei 30ech, NPUHSANUCL paccMaTpuBaTb MECTO CTOSIHKU YenoBeka.

K cBOEMY yaAUBIIEHUIO, TapsaH yBugen ceoero ABOWHMKA, CTOSABLLErO \ HebOonNbLUIOro KOCTpa. K
MyX4nHe meaneHHo I'IpI/I6J'II/I>KaJ'IaCb XeHLWmMHa B 6enom ogesHuu.

YenoBek-o00e3bsiHa ychblllan ee CcroBa, CroBa fo0BU 1 HEXXHOCTU; 3BYKW ee rofioca 1 3anax,
KOTOPbIV AOHEC 40 ero YyBCTBUTENbHbIX HO3APEN OnyXaatoLLmii BETEPOK, BbI3BaNN B HEM
NpUYyanMBYH CMEChb 3MOLMIA: padoCTb, OTYasiHUE, NoOOBb, THEB, HEHABUCTb.

OH yBuaen, kak My>X4MHa y KOCTpa OBHSM XEHLUMHY, 1 Torga Tap3aH LwarHyn Bnepes v npousHec
TOMbKO OAHO CMOBO:

— [XenH! — KpUKHYN OH.

My>X4MHa U XKeHLLMHa noBepHynunck kK Hemy. ®urypa Tap3aHa bGbina ocBelleHa oTbneckamm KocTpa.
YBUAEB ero, My>XYMHa KpyTo pasBepHyIics 1 6pocuncs B J)KyHrM Ha NPOTMBOMNOSIOXKHOW CTOPOHE
BbICOXLLErO pycna peku. Tap3aH CnyCTUICS BHU3 U NOAOLLEN K KEHLUMHE.
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— [bxenH! — BOCKNUKHYN OH. — 370 Thl! XKeHwuHa pactepsanack. BHavyane oHa B3rnsHyna Ha
yberaroLero My>xdnHy, 3aTem BHOBb nepeserna B3rnag Ha TapsaHa.

HepewmnTenbHO WwarHyna oHa K YenoBeky-obesbsiHe.
— boxe mon, — npocTtoHana oHa. — Yto Bce 370 3Ha4nT? KT0 Thi? ECnn Thl Tap3aH, TO KTO e OH?

— A TapaaH, [xenH, — ckasan yenosek-obesbsaHa. OHa nocmoTpena Ha nogowealuyto dnopy
Xakec.

— [a, — Baopyr ckasana [xenH KnentoH. — Tel gencteutensHO Tap3aH — s Buaena, Kak Tbl CKpbICH
c dnopou B AxyHrnax. Ho s He noHMmato, [IKOH, Kak Tbl, Jaxe NocTpadas B pesynbTaTe
Hec4yacCTHOro criyyas, Mor Tak nocTynuThb!

— A ckpbincs ¢ Prnopon B SXKYHINAX? — CIPOCUST OH U3YMIEHHO.
— BoT umeHHo! A xe Bugena 1ebs csommu, rnasamu. HYenosek-obe3bsiHa NnoBepHyrica Kk driope.
— Huyero He noHumato, — npobopmoTan OH.

— Jlegun MpencTok, — ckasana gesywka. — Co MHOK B JKYHIISX CKpbincsa ActebaH MupaHaa,
MMEHHO OH TOJSIbKO YTO BbIN € Bamu. A BOT 3TO AencTBuTenbHo nopg Mpenctok. ToT, Apyrowu,
camo3BaHeLl,, OH noasio bpocun MeHs, ecnu 6bl He nopAa [MpencTok, A beina bl yxxe mepTBa.

Jlegn NpencTok HepeLwmnTernbHO NogoLUna K Myxy.

— O, [xoH, — ckazana oHa. — Y MeHsa 6bIno npeayyBCcTBUE, YTO s owmnbatloch: cepple NoAackasbiBano
MHe 3TO, HO rnasa obmaHynu MeHs. bbiCTpee, Hy>XXHO NnoMMaTb caMo3BaHUa. Toponuck, [)KOH,
WHa4e Mbl YNyCTUM €ro.

- |_|yCTb yXoauT, — BO3pa3nsi yenoBek-obesbsiHa. — XOTH Y M€HA €CTb XeJlaHne OOorHaTb ero un
OTO6paTb YKpageHHble aliMa3bl, HO A4 HEe MOl'y OCTaBUTb Tebsa B OXYHIMMAX O4HY, [hxenH.

— A [xap-6an-gpxa Ha YTo? — cnpocuna oHa.

— W 10 BEpHO, — OTKNUKHYNCA Tap3aH, — 1 0 HeM coBceM 3abbin. — [oBepHYBLUMCH KO MbBY, OH
ykasan B HanpasneHun cbexasLuero ucnaHua. — 3a Hum, [xag-6an-gpxa!

OgHnm NMPbIKKOM pbl)KeBaTO-SOJ'IOTI/ICTbIﬁ J1eB ncyes n3 snay.

— OH ybbeT ero? — cnpocuna dnopa, CoaporHyBLUXCb, XOTSA B rMybuHe Aywn He ucnbiTbiBana Hu
ManemnLen XxanocTun K ncnaHuy.

— Bpsia nn, — otknnkHyncsa Tap3aH u gobasun: — MoXeT ObITb, cnerka NOMHeT, HO NpUTaLMUT ero
ctoa XuBbIM MO Mepe BO3MOXHOCTU. — 3aTeM, Kak Obl 3abbiB 0 cyabbe 6erneua, NoBepHyncs K
cBoeln xeHe. — [xerH, Ycynu roBopun MHe, 4To Tebs HeT B XuBbiX. OH cKasar, YTO OHW HaLuu
TBOE 0bropesLUee Teno 1 NOXoPoHUNK ero. Kak e Tbl oka3anacbh 34€eCb XMBOW N HEBpeaumon?
noscrogy nckan MosyTy, 4TOBbI OTOMCTUTL €My 3a TBOK rMbenb. MoXeT U XOpoLUOo, YTO S He
BCTpeTun ero?

— Tbl 1 HE MOT BCTPETUTb ero, — otBeTuna [)xenH KnemtoH, — HO 4 He NOHUMato, NoYemy Ycynum
ckasars, YTo Hawlesl Moe Temno U NOXOPOHUN ero?

— MnNeHHMKKN, KOTOPbIX OH 3axBaTwWI, pacckasanu emy, 4to MoByTy oTBen Tebs B XWXMHY Y BXOAa B
[AEPEBHI0, CBSA3an pyku U HOrn 1 npuesidan k ctonby. Mocne Toro, kak AepeBHsl cropena, Ycynu ¢
ocTarnbHbIMU Ba3npu BEPHYNNCh, U MAEHHMKM NoKasanu emy MecTo, rae ctosna xmxkuHa. Tam, Ha
nenenuwie, OHN oGHapYXunu obropeBLUMIA TPYN PSAOM C 00YrNMUBLUMMCSI CTONGOM.
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— Al — BocknunkHyna [xerH. — Tenepb noHnmMar. MoByTYy OeNCTBUTENBLHO CBA3an MEHS 1 NpuBsasan
K cTonBy, HO NO3XKe OH BEPHYICH B XWXXUHY N pa3Ba3an MeHs. OH nonbitTancs oBnagetb MHo. Kak
A0Nnro Mbl 6OponNnck, 1 He 3Hato, HO CXBaTKa Tak MOrnoT1Na Hac, YTo Mbl He CriblLLany 3ByKOB
noxapa. A ysmaena y Hero 3a nosiCoM HOX. Toraa s No3Bonuna emMy cxsaTuTb MEHs, 1, Koraa oH
0BHAN MeHs, A BbiTawuna aToT HOX M yaapuna ero B CNuHy NoA nesyto rionatky. MoByTy ymep
MrHOBEHHO. B Ty e cekyHOy BCMbIXHYNa Kpbilla XKUHbI. A 6blna Haron, Tak kak BO BpEMSI CXBaTKu
OH copBar ¢ MeHs1 BClo oagexay. Ha cteHe Bucen atoT 6enbii 6ypHYC, HECOMHEHHO
npuHagnexasLwunn youtomy apaby. A Habpocuna 6ypHyc u Boibexxana Ha AepeBEHCKYIO yruLly.
Kpyrom nmbinanu XwxuHbl, a nocnegHune tysemubl yderanu yepes BopoTa.

CnpaBa OT MEHS1 Haxoaunacbh YacTb orpajbl, ewe He oxBavyeHHad nnameHem. bexatb B OXKYHITN
Yyepeal BOpOoTa O3Hadarsro nonactb B PyKu Bparos, rno3TomMy A nepe6pana0b Yyepes 4YaCToKoI1 U
HE3aMETHO cnpAaTanacb B OXYHIMAX. MHe npuLnNock CKPbIBATbCA OT YEPHOKOXMX, CNACLLUNXCA U3
OepeBHN. A nckana Ba3npwu. Otabixana g Ha BETBSIX aepeBbeB, U BOT BO BpeMA TaKoro otabixa B
nonymMmune oTcroga A4 3aMmeTuria Koctep.

Moponaa nobnunxe, a4 obpagosanack, yBuaeB Moero Tap3aHa, HO 3TO Obifl HE OH.
— 3HauuT, OHM NOXOPOHUNM Teno MoByTy? — ckasan YyenoBek-o6e3bsiHa.

— [a, — otBeTuna [xenH. — Ho kTo 6bIn Yenosek, yoexxaswmin oT MeHst ¢ Priopon B SKyHInM? A
Aymana, 4to 9To Thbl.

Baopyr B pasroBop Bmellanacs drnopa.

— BbixoguT, c Ba3npu 6b1n OcTeban, Korga OHU OTHAIN Yy HaC 30J10TO. OH ogypayunn Halnx niogen,
3Ha4nT, MOr oaypadnTb 1 Ba3npu.

— OH mor obmaHyTb ntoboro, ecnn cymen obmMaHyTb MeHs1, — ckasana [xenH KnentoH. — Yepes
HECKONbKO MUHYT 51 0BHapyxuna 6l 06maH, MeHs BBen B 3abnyxaeHne MepuatoLnin CBeT KOCTpa,
a TaKke pagocTb OT TOro, YTO S, HAKOHeL-TO, Hawna Tap3aHa. A Tak xoTena BepuTb CBOMM rna3sam.

YenoBek-06e3bsHa NPOBEN PyKOW MO BOriocam XapaKTepPHbIM KECTOM.

— He noHnmato, kak emy yganocb obMaHyTb Ycynu cpegun 6enoro gHs? — CNpocun oH, nokadneas
rornoBow.

— £ 3Hato, — oTKNMKHynack [kenH. — OH cka3an emy, 4YTO nocTpagan B pe3ynbTaTe HeCYacTHOro
crny4vasi U YaCTUYHO yTpaTun NamsaTb. Tak OH 0OBACHAN MHOXECTBO CBOMX NMPOMaxoB, KOTOpble Tbl
He Mor JONyCTUTb.

— XUTpbI ObsABOM, — 3aMeTun Tap3saH.
— [la, oH OencTBUTENBHO ObSABOS, — cornacunace dnopa.

Mpowno 6onble 4Yaca. TpaBa Ha Bepery pycra BbICOXLIEN peKN BHE3AMNHO pa3oLusiach 1
nponyctuna Oxaa-6an-gxa. B yentocTax nes gepkan M3opBaHHYHO U OKPOBABIIEHHYHO LLKYPY
neonapga. OH NOMNoXun ee K Horam CBOEro X035MHa.

Uenosek-o0b6e3bsiHa NOAHAN LUKYPY, OCMOTPES ee 1 HaxMypuncs.
— 3HauuT, [Ixan-6an-axa Bce-Taku youn ero, — ckasar OH.

— BepoaTHo, oH conpoTuBnancs, — ckasana [)xenH KnentoH, — n nibBy He ocTaBanocb HAYEro
apyroro, kak youTb ero.
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— Bbl gymaeTe, neB coxpan ero? — BocknukHyna ®nopa, UHCTUHKTUBHO OTOABUIasiCb OT 3BEPS.

— Het, — otBeTMn Tap3aH, — A48 9TOro y Hero He GbINIo BpeMeHU. YTPOM Mbl Nongem no crneqy u
pasbiweM Teno. S xo4uy nony4mTb anmMasbl o6paTHO. — M OH pacckasan [>kenH yanBuTernbHyo
NCTOPUIO O NPOUCXOXAEHUN ariMas3oB.

Cnegaytoluee yTpo OHM NPOBENM B nouckax Tena dctebaHa. Crieg B ryCTOM KyCTapHUKE NPUBEN UX
Ha kpal peyHoro 6epera. 3gecb cnef 06pbIBancs, U XoTs YeroBek-06e3bsHa 06bickan BCe Kpyrom,
OTrneyaTkoB OH He Hawen. Tam, rae obpbiBancs crnea ucnadua, BUaHenuchb NsTHa kposu. HakoHel
TapsaH BEepHYICS K XKEHLMHaM.

— Yenogeky, BolaaBaBweMy cebs 3a Tap3aHa, npuLlen KoHeL, — ckasar OH.
— Tbl AymaeLwb, oH nornb? — cnpocuna [pxenH.

— YBepeH B aToM. 10 KpoBu BMAHO, YTO [kaa-6an-gxa paHun ero. Yberas, oH ynan B peky. Hu
BbILLIE MO TEYEHUIO, HN HWXKE cnefoB HeT. [lymato, oH ctan gobblven KpoKOAUIIOB.

dnopa Xakec cHoBa B3pOrHyna.

— OH 6bINT NI0XMM YEroBEKOM, — CKa3ana oHa 3ayM4YMBO, — HO Aaxe NocneaHeMy HEroasio st He
noxenana Gbl Tako CMepTL.

Uenosek-00e3bsHa noxkan n nevyamu.
— OH cam BuHOBAT B 3TOM. Mup 6€3 HEro, HECOMHEHHO, CTaHET YNLLE.

— 71 BO BceM BMHOBaTa, — npogosmkana ®nopa. A npmBena ero coga, Aa v octasnbHbIX TOXe, 4
pacckasana nm o cokpoBuLax Onapa. 3To Mos ngest — pasbiCkaTb YenoBeka, MoX0oXero Ha fiopaa
"pencToka. N3-3a meHst normbno MHOro NAen, n3-3a MeHs Bbl U Ballia XXeHa Obinn Ha Kpato rmbenn.
7 He cMmetlo gaxe NPOCUTb NPOLLEHUS.

[bxenH KnenToH nonoxuna pyky Ha nieyo AeBYLUKN.

— ANYHOCTb sIBNAEeTCHA NPUYNHOM NPECTYNMEHU ¢ Tex Nop, Kak cosgaH mup. Ho 3a npectynneHnem
cnefyeT HakasaHue, KOTOpoe HacTuraeT NpecTynHuka. Bl 3To owyTunmn Ha cebe, dnopa. YTo xe
KacaeTcd MeHs, TO g npowato Bac. [lymato, Bbl MNOMyYUIiv XOPOLLUNIA YPOK.

— Bbil A0poro sannartunu 3a CBOK MynocCTb, — nobasun Tap3aH, — W OOCTaTOYHO HakasaHbl. Mbl
oTBeaeM Bac K BalLlMM KOMMaHbOHaAM, KOTOpPble Mo oxpaH0|7| OPYXEeCTBEHHOIO niieMeHun ABMxXyTca K
I'IOGGpG)KbPO. OHK He mornn yVITVI ganeko, gomnrue rnepexoabl UM He nog cuny.

[leByLKa ynana Ha KOneHw.

— Kak mHe otbnarogaputb Bac 3a Bawwy Aobpoty! Ho g xouy octatbca B Adpuke ¢ Bamu u negm
NpencTok. A 6yay paboTaTb y Bac n otbnarogapto Bac CBOen NpeaaHHOCTbIO.

Tap3aH BOMPOCUTESIbHO B3rMAHYJI1 Ha CBOK XXEHY, U Ta yTBepaAUTESIbHO KMBHYIA.
— MoxxeTe ocTaBaTbCH C HAMU, — cKa3arn YyenoBek-obe3bsHa.
* % %

— Bbl HUKOrga He noxaneete 06 3aTOM, — BOCKITMKHYINa geBYLLUKA. — Pagwn Bac 4 rotoBa Ha Bce.

Yxe TPU OHA WK OHW NO Aopore K AoMYy. Weawmin Brnepegn TapsaH BAPYr OCTaHOBUIICA, NOAHAN
ronoBy " NpuUHKOXarcs.

— Mow Basupu ocnylanmcb MeHsl, — ckasarn OH, MOBEPHYBLUMCH K XeHLUHaM. — A nocnan mx
[AIOMOW, @ OHW MAYT HaM HaBCTpeYy.
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Uepes Heckonbko MUHYT BCTpeya coctosinack. Benvka 6bina pagocTe YepHOKOXKMX, KOr4a OHM
YBUZENN CBOUX XO3SIEB XUBbIMU U HEBPEAMMbIMM.

— A Tenepsb, — ckasan Tap3aH, Nocrne Toro, Kak 3akoH4YuNIca 06MeH NPUBETCTBUAMU, 1 ObINM 3a4aHbl
BCE BOMPOCHI, — pacCKakuTe MHe, YTO Bbl cAenanu ¢ 30/10TOM, KOTOPOE 3axBaTunu B narepe
€BpOonenLeB.

— Mbi crnpdaTanu ero Tam, rge Tbl Npukasarn, O6BaHa, — OTBETUN ych'IM.

— 3710 6bINn He A. 3T0 661N gpyron. OH oOmaHyn He TonbKo Tebs, HO aaxe neaun MpPencTok. ATo
nnoxown Yenosek. OH Tak NOBKO BblgaBan cebsi 3a Tap3aHa, YTo ero 4oNro He Mornu pasobnayunTb.

— 3HaunT, 9TO HE Thbl roBopuIlt Ham, 41O y Teba 6onbHa ronosa, u Tbl 3abbIn A3bIK Basmpm?
—He q, - noarsepaun TapsaH. — Mos ronosa 300poBa, U A4 NOMHIKO A3bIK CBOUX neTen.

— O! — BOCKNMKHYN Ycynn. — 3HauuT, 3TO He Haw 6BaHa yberan B naHuke oT byTo-Hocopora?
TapsaH paccmesncs.

— OH y6eran ot Hocopora?

— Ewe kak! — otosBancs Ycynu.

— Ero moxHo noHsaTb, — ckasan TapsaH, — byTo He 04eHb NPUSATHBIN CONEPHMUK.
— Ho Benuknin 6BaHa HMKorga oT Hero He 6eran, — ropao ckasan Ycynw.

— JlagHo, — ckasan Tap3aaH, Bo3BpaLlasiCb K Ha4aToMy pa3roBopy, — 30/10TO CApSATanu, HO AMy-TO
konanu Bbl? OTBEAN MeHsI Ha TO MecTo, Ycynu.

Baaupu coopyannu npMMUTUBHBIE, HO YAOOHbLIE HOCUITKW ANSA ABYX XEHLWMH, X0TA [)xenH KnentoH
paccMmesnacb nNpy MbICIK, YTO KTO-TO ByaeT HecTu ee. bornbLuyto YacTb NyTM OHa NpoLua psaom ¢
HocunbLlmkamn. 3aTo dropa, ocnabesLuas n UCTOLLEHHas, He Morna naTn cama v éeina paga, YTo
CWIbHblE Ba3npu Nerko HeCyT ee Nno Tporne Yyepes DKYHMN.

B XN3HepPagoCTHOM HACTPOEHUN NPULLIN OHN Ha TO MECTO, rge Basmpu cnpdartann CoOKpoBuLla.
l‘|e|C)HOKO>KI/Ie Oblnn cHacTNMBbLI OT TOrO, YTO HALLMN CBOMX XO35EB, a TapsaH n [xenH pagoBarimcb
BCTpe4e.

Korga oHu npuHAnNuch konatb 3eMAto, TO NECHAM U LLYTKaM He ObIN10 KOHLA, HO NOCTENEHHO UX
J1Mda CTaHOBUJTUCb BCE Cepbe3HEE N CepPbEe3HEE.

TapsaH Habntogan 3a HUMKM MonYa, a 3aTeM, YNblbHYBLUMCE, CKa3arn:

— Ycynu, Bbl 3akonanu ero Crvwkom riny6oko. YepHokoxuin nockpeb B 3aTbISKe.

— HeT, 6BaHa. A H1u4ero He noHnmato. Mbl cnpsTany 3010TO 34€eCb.

— Tl B 3TOM yBepeH? — crnpocun Tap3aaH.

— AGcontoTHO, 6BaHa, HO 30M10Ta 34ecb HET. Ero kTo-1o nepenpsTan.

— OnATb 3TOT MCNaHew, — BOCKNNKHYN Tap3aH. — YX, Kak OH XuTep 1 KoBapeH!

— Ho oH He mMor caenaTtb 3TO B OAMHOYKY, — 3ameTun Ycynu. — TyT 6bIfo 04eHb MHOTMO CIIUTKOB.

— [la, oH He mor caenaTtb 3TO OAWH, — ckasan Tap3aH, — O4gHaKo, 30510Ta 34eCb HeT.

Page 115/120



Basupu 1 Tap3aH TwaTtenbHo obbickany Bce Bokpyr, HO OBa3sa Tak XOpOLUO 3Harn JXKYHITN, YTO
creppl yckonb3anu aAaxe oT BHMMAaTENbHbIX rna3 YenoBeka-06e3bsiHbl.

— Bce! — ckasan Tap3aH, orop4eHHO MaxHyB pyKkon. — 3onoTo — Tio-Tio! Ho g He gonyuy, 4To6bl OHO
NOKNHYNo npegenbl Appukn.

Yenosek-ob6e3bsiHa pa3ocnarn roHuoB, YToObl NpeaynpeanTb BOXOEN APYKECTBEHHbIX nreMeH. OHu
AOMKHbI GbINM OCMaTpUBaTb BCe KCNeAMLUN, NPOXOAsALLME MO UX TEPPUTOPUN U HE NPONYCTUTbL TY,
B KOTOpOW 06HapY>XMUTCS 30510TO.

— OTO NoMOoXeT HaMm, — ckazan Tap3aH, Koraa roHubl OTNPaBUIUChL B NyTb.

Beuepom oHu pa3bunu narepb y Tponbl, BeayLlen K gomy. Tpoe 6enbix cnaenu y Koctpa, a
[xap-6an-gxa nexan y Hor CBOero Xo3siHa, paccmaTpuyBatoLLEero neonapaoByto LWKYpPY, KOTOPbIV
npuHec emy 3onoTton nes. Bapyr Tap3aH NOBEPHYNCS K XXeHe.

— [>xenH, Tbl 6bina npaea. Cokpoeuwa Onapa He Ans MeHs. S He TONbKO NoTepsin 30510TO U
anmasbl, HO puckoBan ropasgo 6onbLWKMM CoKpoBMLLEM — TOBOLO!

— Bor ¢ HuMm, ¢ 3onoToM, — oTBeTUNa [I)kenH. — Halwe 6oraTtcTBO He ncynucnsaeTcs AeHbramm, 1 OHO
OCTaHEeTCH C HaMW.

— [la ewle neonappoBasi LWKypa, — 3acMesncsa Tap3aH, — ¢ 3arago4Hon kKapTo, nepenaykaHHowm
KPOBbIO.

xap-6an-g)xa noHoxan LWKypy u o6nm3Hyncs. To N oT OTBPaLLEHUS, TO X OT NpeaBKYLUEHWUSs], KTO
3HaeT?

XXI. BETCTBO U INJEH

YBuaeB HacTosiwero Tap3aHa, OctebaH MupaHaa noBepHyncsa n cTpemuTensHo 6pocuncs B
mxyHrnu. Cepaue ero noxonogeno oT ctpaxa. OH 6exan 6e3 uenun n He 3Han, B KakoM
HanpasneHun ABMXKETCH. EANHCTBEHHbIM XXenaHnem ncnaHua 6b1510 Kak MOXHO Aarnblue YUt ot
YyenoBeka-o6e3bsHbl. OH Npoanpancs CKkBO3b ryCTYH Yallly KyCTapHUKOB, LWKUMbI pBanu 1 Lapananu
ero Teno, U Ha KaxaoMm Lary OH OCTaBnAn Kannu KpoBw.

Ha Gepery pekun Konumni KyCTapHUK pa3oMKHYSICS, HO LUKMbl YNPSAMO AepXKanu neonapaoByto
WKypy ActebaHa. OH ocTaHoBUACSA, YTOOLI 0OCBOOOAUTL €€, HO B 9TOT MUM NOCHbILWANCS 3BYK
ObICTPO NpUBMXKaBLLErOoCs OrPOMHOIO 3BEPS, a YyTb MNO3Xe UcnaHew yeuaen 3nosewmn 6neck
ABYX XenTo-3eNneHbIx rnas. Misgas caaBneHHbI KpUK yxxaca, dctebaH 6pocun WKypy U NpbirHyn B

pekKy.

Korga Hag ero ronoBoi COMKHynach YepHas NOBEPXHOCTb BoAbl, [xaa-6an-gxa nogoLuen K kparo
obpbiBa 1 MOCMOTPEN Ha PacxXOAMBLUMECS KPYTM HAa MecTe ncye3HoBeHust ucnadua. Ero camoro He
6bIn0 BUAHO: AcTebaH Obin XOpOoLNM MIOBLIOM U TENEPb Mbi o4 BOAOW K NPOTUBOMONOXHOMY
Gepery.

NeB nornsgen Ha peky, NOBEPHYIICA 1 0GHI0Xan LWKypy, GPOLLEHHYH NCMaHLEM.
B3sB ee B NacTb, OH BbITALLW LUKYPY U3 KOJIOYErO KyCTa MU NMOHEC CBOEMY XO3SIMHY.

BbIHY>AEHHbIV BbIHbIPHYTb Ha MOBEPXHOCTb, YTOObLI IMOTHYTL BO3Ayxa, OcTebaH 3anyTancs B
Bogopochsix. EMy nokasanocb, YTO HacTan ero CMepTHbIN Yac, Tak Kak BOAOPOCIN AepXanu
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Kpenko, HO TyT OH 3aMeTus nponbiBaBLlee 6onblUIoe AePEBO, BUAMMO yNaBLUee B PEKY U YHOCUMOe
TeyeHneM. PBaHyBLUMCb 30 BCcex cur, OcTebaH BbinyTancs U3 BOAOPOCEN U NONsbin K AepeBY.
Mocne HeKoTopbIX YCUNUIA OH B306parncsi Ha CTBOM M B CpaBHUTENbHOM 6€30MacHOCTM ABMHYIICS MO
TEYEHUIO BHU3.

OH c obneryeHnem B34OXHYI, pewus, 4TO n3baBuncsa oT MecTu YenoBeka-o6e3bsHbl. I'IpaB,u,a, ero
oropdana ytpata KapThbl, Ha KOTOpOVI ObINIO0 OTMEYEHO MECTO, rae OHuM cnp4aTtanu 30J710To, HO Tenepb
OH obnagan ropasgo oonbwnmMmmn COKpoBu/LLaAMMN. OH Hallynarn MeLWoK C arMmasaMu. OaHako MbICIb
00 yTpadyeHHOM 30J10TEe HE AaBalla eMy MOKOA.

— OBagsa 3abeperT ero, — npobopmoTan OH. — A HUKOr4a He LOBepsin 3TOM YepHou cobake, a koraga
OH cbexan OoT MeHs, CTano ACHO, YTO OH 3aMblLLNSAET.

Bcto Houb OcTebaH MvipaHaa nnbin No peke Ha ynasBLleM AepeBe, He 3aMeyasi HUKaKUX Npu3HaKkoB
)XM3HU MO CTOPOHAaM, HO Ha paccBeTe OH YBUAEN Ty3eMHy0 AEPEBHIO Ha Bepery.

9710 6bIna gepesHa Ob6ebe. Monogas xeHwmHa 3ameTuna nNnbiByLero 6enoro ruraHTa, U BCKope
Ha ee KpWK Ha Geper Bbicbinana Bcs 4epPeBHS.

— 3T0 yyxom 6or, — Kpyyanm ogHMu.

— OTO peyvHon AeMOH, — 3asBun 3Haxapb. — OH Mou apyr. Tenepb y Hac 6yaeT MHOro pbibbl, ecnm
Bbl OygeTe oTAaBaTbh MHE KaXKayto AECATYHO U3 NOMMaHHbIX Bamu.

— JTO He peyvyHOoM OeMOH, — Npo3ByYar HU3kuK ronoc Obebe-kaHHMOana. — Tbl cTan CrvLWKoM cTap,
— CKasan OH 3Haxapto, — 1 TBOe 3peHME CTano NIoxmm, 1 Tenepb Tbl yTBEPXKAAELLb, YTO 3MENLLNIA
Bpar O6ebe — peyHon gemMoH. 3T1o Tap3aH.

O6ebe ero xopoLlo 3HaeT.

[encTemMTenbHO, Kaxabin BOXAb NremMeHn kaHHmbanos 3Han Tap3aHa, 6osanca ero n HeHasuaen,
TakK Kak Yyenosek-06e3bsHa Ber C HUMK 6e3XanocTHy 1 HenpuMmnpumyo 60pboy.

— 310 TapsaH, — nosTopun O6ebe, — U, kKaxeTcs, oH nonan B 6eay. BoamMoxHo, Mbl cymeem
3axBaTuUTb €ro.

OH KNMKHYN BOWHOB, 1 BCKOPE OKOJI0 MOMYCOTHM MOSOAbIX CUSbHbIX Ty3eMLUEB NycTUnmMcb 6erom no
Tpone, WeaLwen napannenbHo peke. Heckonbko Munb ABUranncb OHU Cregom 3a MibiBYLUMM Ha
6peBHe OcrebaHoM MupaHLon, NOKa B peYHOM U3NyYnHEe AePEBO HE Nonano B HEGOMbLION
BOAOBOPOT Nof, CBMCAKOLWLMMN BETBAMUN AEPEBbLEB, POCLUNX Ha Bepery.

OctebaH nporonogancs u 3ameps, NO3TOMY OH GbiNn pag BblIbpaTbCs Ha CyLy, He Beasi 0 TOM, YTO
B ryCTOWN TpaBe NpuTannmcb NATbAECAT BOMHOB-KaHHNGAaNoB.

MoTsiIHYBLUMCHL BCEM TENOM, UCMaHeL, Hallynan CymMKy C anmMasamu.

— B KOHLIE KOHLIOB MHE 30POBO MOBE3/10, — CKasar OH, U B TY )Xe MUHYTY Ha Hero Habpocunuco
YEpPHOKOXXME BOVHbI.

HanageHune 6bIno cTonb BHE3anHbIM, a cuna HanagaBLnX HAacTOSbKO npeo6nap,ana, 4YTO ncnaHey
He mor 3awmwaTtbcd. OH BbIN CXBayeH M CBA3aH paHbLle, 4YeM NMOHAS, YTO NPONCXOOANT.

— O, TapaaH, HakoHeL-TO s nonman Tebsi, — ckasan kaHHnb6an O6ebe, HoO BcTtebaH He NOHAN HU
cnosa u He Mor oTBeTUTb. OH 3aroBopun Ha aHrnmMmckom, Ho O6ebe He NoHMMan 3Toro s3bika.

OcTebaH NoHsN TONbKO TO, YTO OH B MIIEHY M YTO €ro Kyaa-To Tawat. Korga oHn JocTurnm aepeBHu
O6ebe, 6onbluan pagocTb OXBaTUNA XKEHLUMH, AEeTEN N BOMHOB, OCTaBLUMXCSA TaM, HO 3Haxapb
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Kayan ronosBow, NULO ero onevyanurocb, N OH NPON3HEC HECKOJ1bKO CTPaHHbLIX NMPOPO4eCTB.

— Bbl nonmanun pe4yHoro gemoHa, — ckasan oH. — bonblie y Hac He 6yaeT pbibbl, a Bckope 6GonesHn
nopasat nogen O6ebe, n oHM ByayT ymnpaTthb, Kak MyxXu.

Ho O6ebe Tonbko cmeancs Hag 3HaxapeM. OH BbiT CTapbiM YEeNTOBEKOM U BENTMKUM BOXOEM, Y HErO
Ob1n1 GoraTbIN XU3HEHHBIN ONbIT M NPUPOAHAA MyAPOCTb, a Takue AN HE CKIOHHbI BEPUTb
npopo4YyecTBam.

— Cenyac Tbl CMeeLlbCs, — Npogoskan 3Haxapb, — HO NO4OXAW, CKopo Tebe ByaeT He Ao cmexa.

— A y6bio TapsaHa cBovMu pykamu, — otBeTun Obebe, — a Koraa S 1 MOM BOUHbI CbeauM ero
cepgue, Mbl He Byaem 605TbCA TBOUX JEMOHOB.

— [NlonomMmHu moun crnoea, — rTHEBHO BOCKITUKHYIT 3HaxXapb.

CesizaHHOro dctebaHa NpuBEnun B rPS3HYI0 XWXKMHY, U Yepe3 packpbITyo ABEPb OH BUAEN XKEHLLMH,
Pa3BOASALLMX KOCTEP U FOTOBSALLMX KyXOHHbIE KOTMbl. Ha nby ncnaHua BbICTYNWUA XONO4HbIN NOT, Tak
Kak B 3Ha4EHUN 3TUX OTBPATUTESNbHbIX NPUrOTOBIEHMI HEMb3si BbIN0 OLNMBUTBLCS.

MpoLuen nonaeHb, U MnpaHaa NoHsANM, YTO XUTb OCTaNOCh CYUTaHHbIE Yackl. Ho B 9To BpeMsi ¢ peku
[AOHeccs OTYasiHHbIN KpuK. XKnutenm 6pocunuck Tyaa, Ho Npubexanu CrnLKOM NO3AHO: Y>KaCHbIN
KpOKOAMN yTalun nof BOAY OAHY U3 XKEHLLMH.

— Hy yuto 4 rosBopun, O6ebe? — cnpocun 3Haxapb. — [leMOH Havyan MCTUTb TBOMM FHOASAM.
HepnoymeBatowwme Ty3emubl UCMyraHHO CMOTPENN TO Ha 3Haxapsi, TO Ha BOXAS.

O6ebe Haxmypurcs.

— 310 Tap3aH, — HacTamBarn OH.

— JTO peyHon OeMOH, NpUHABLLMIA 065MK Tap3aHa, — He cornallancs 3Haxapb.

— MNocmoTtpum, — otBeTMN O6ebe. — Ecnn oH peyHon eMOH, OH CMOXeT ybexaTb oT Hac. Ecnn oH
pPEeYHON A4EMOH, OH HE YMPET eCTECTBEHHOW CMepPTbI0, a ByaeT XuTb Be4HO. Ecnun e oH Tap3aH, oH
Koraa-Hmbyap ympet. Mbl 6ygem aepxaTb €ro B nNfeHy 1 xaaTtb, Noka HaM He CTaHeT SICHO, KTO OH
Takown.

— Kaknm obpasom? — cnpocun 3Haxapb.

— OueHb npocTto. Ecnu ogHaxabl yTpPOM Mbl OGHaPYXMM, YTO OH UcYe3, Mbl ByaeM 3HaTb, YTO 3TO
peYyHON AEMOH, HO MOCKOMbKY Mbl ByAeM KOPMUTb €ro, OH He CTaHeT MCTUTb HaM. Ho ecnn OH He
ncyesHet, Mbl Byaem 3HaTb, 4YTO 370 Tap3aH. M mbl Byaem gepxaTtb €ro 4O camon CMepTu 1 Torga
ybeommcs, 4To 9TO A4ENCTBUTENBHO Tap3aH.

— A ecnu oH He yMpeT’? — nepecripocust 3Haxapb, no4vyecbiBas B 3aTblJ1Ke.

— Torpa, — TopxxecTBytowe 3assun Obebe, — Mbl Bygem 3HaTb, 4YTO Thl Obin Npas, U 3TO
OEeNCTBUTENbHO PeYHOWN LEMOH.

O6ebe npukasan HakopMmuTb AcTebaHa, a 3Haxapb €eLle A0Nro CToNAN, 3a4yMUYMBO NoYeChiBas
NbICYI0 rONOBY.

Tak 9ctebaH Munpanga, obnagasLuMmM HECMETHBIMU COKPOBUMLLAMMU, BOblfT MPUTOBOPEH K
NOXW3HEHHOMY 3aKIMIOYEHUIO B IPA3HON XWXUHe kaHHMbana Obebe.

A B 3TO BpeMs ero BeposioMHbI coobLuHnk OBasa Habngan ¢ NpoTMBOMNONOXHOIO 6epera, kak
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Ba3upu TapsaHa nwwyT 30510T0. Korga OHM NOHSANKU, YTO 30510TO NepenpsiTaHo U ero He HanTu, OHN
ywnu. Ha cnegytowee yTpo OBasa ¢ NATbIOAECATHI0 YHEPHOKOXMMW BEPHYICS U, BbIKONaB 30510TO,
ABVHYICS C HAM B CTOPOHY nobepexbs.

Beuepom OBasa ocTaHOBUICA Ha Hourer B ManeHbkon gepeseHbke. CTapbi BOXAb Npurnacun
OBaasy k cebe B XMXXMHY, HAKOPMWI €ro, Hanoun MeCTHbIM BUHOM, @ B 3TO BPEMSA BOMHbI OKPYXXUIK
HOCUIbLLMKOB U 3aTesann ¢ HUMK gonryto 6eceay.

Bckope Boxab 3Han, 4TO HOCUMbLLMKN OBasbl, HaHATbIE UM B coceaHen AepeBHe, HECYT 6onbLioe
KOJNIM4ecCTBO 30J10Ta.

Y3HaB 06 3TOM, BOXAb 3aBOJIHOBAsICS, HO MOTOM YrblGHYNCS 1 cka3an nonynbsHomy OBase.

— Y 1e65 MHOro 3onota. OHO AOBOMbHO TsXKenoe. TBOMM HOCUIbLLMKAM TPYOHO HECTM €ro K
nobepexblo.

— [a, — cornacuncs OBasa, — HO S1 XOPOLLIO 3annadvy um.

— Ecnn 661 UM He HyXXHO BbINO HECTM 30M10TO TaK Aaneko, Tbl 3annatun 66l UM MeHbLUe?
— KoHeuHo, — otBeTUn OBasa, — HO KyAda 9 AeHY 30/10T0?

— 4 3Hato mecTo Henoganeky. Bcero gsa gHa nyTu.

— e ato? — cnpocun OBasa. — M KTO ero Kynut y meHs?

— 3pecb ecTb oauH 6enbin. OH gact Tebe maneHbku NUCTOK Bymarun, n 3a 3TOT JIUCTOK Ha
nobepexbe Tbl NONYYULLb NOSIHYKD CTOMMOCTb CBOErO 30510Ta.

— Y10 370 3a Yyenosek?

— OH mou gpyr. Ecnn xoyelb, S npoBoXy Tebs kK HeMy. Tbl 3axBaTULLb BCE 30510TO M NOMYyYULLb 3a
HEro mMarneHbKyto Gymaxky.

— Xopouwo, — cornacuncs Oasa, — 3Ha4nUT, HOCUMbLLMKaM S 3ansiayy COBCEM HEMHOIO.

Hocunblwuku oGpagoBanunchk, y3HaB Ha criedyoLlwnii AeHb, YTO UM He HYXXHO MATU 10 NoGepexbs.
XOoTS OHU 1 TepsAnu B onnaTte, HO AONTUiA nepexo nyran ux. To, YTo UM NPeacToOUT BCEro Nulb
[ByxOHeBHOe nyTellecTBue, obpanosano ux. [losoneH 6bin n OBasa, 4OBOMNEH U CTapbIil BOXAb,
XOTS UCTUHHYIO NpuYMHy aToro OBasa y3Han HEMHOIO MO3XKe.

OHu Wwnu yxe ABa AHS, KOr4a BOXAb Mocran o4HOro U3 CBOMX NoAew Bnepes C BECTbHO.
— OTO K MOeMy apyry, — ckasan oH. — [1pyr BbIiAeT HaM HaBCTPeYy U NPOBOAUT B CBOKO AEPEBHIO.

YUepes Heckornbko YacoB, koraa HeGorbLLOW KapaBaH BbILLEN U3 AXKYHITIEN Ha LUMPOKYO PaBHUHY,
OHMW YBMAENW Heganeko BNepeau WeaLwmin HaBcTpedy oTpsia Basvpw.

OBasa ocTaHOBUIICA.
— K710 9T0? — cnpocwun oH.

— BouHbl Moero gpyra, — 0TBETUI BOXOb, — U OH C HUMWU. Buanwb? — W oH yka3an Ha YenoBeka BO
rnase otpsaga. OcTpusa Konuii 1 6enble NoMaXKn BOUHOB GrecTenu Ha ConHLue.

— OHM NpyWINK Ans BOWHbI, @ He AN Mupa, — ucnyraHHo ckasan Oeasa.

— OT0 3aBucUT OT Tebsd camoro.
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— He noHnmato.
— MNonmellb Yepes HECKONBbKO MUHYT, KOraa Mown Apyr nogonaeT nobnmxe.

Korga BovHbl npubnuamnuce, OBasa yBuaen Bnepenm 6enoro ruraHTa, KOTOpOro NpuHAN 3a
OcTtebaHa. OH 06epHyncs K BOXAL0.

— Tbl npegan meHs! — BOCKIMNKHYI OH.

— MNopoxan, — oTBETUN CTapbi BOXAb. — Y Tebsi He 3abepyT HUYEro N3 TOro, YTO NPUHAANEXUT
nu4yHo Tebe.

— 3onoTo He ero, — kpudan OBasa, — OH caM yKpan ero.
TapaaH nogowien un, He obpalyast BHMMaHusa Ha OBasy, o6paTucs K BOXAL0.

— TBOM roHew NpnHeC MHe BECTb, U Tap3aH cO CBOMMU Basvpu NpuLwlen y3HaTtb, YTO OHU MOTYT
caenatb anga gpyra? Boxab ynblGHyncs.

— TBOW roHew npuLen Ko MHe YeTbipe OHA TOMY Hasaf, a CnycTa ABa AHA NpuLen 3TOT YeNoBeK C
HOCUIbLLMKaMM 1 3010TOM. A ckasan emy, Y4To Yy MeHsi eCTb ApYr, KOTOPbIA KyNUT 30510TO, €CNN OHO
npuHagnexut camomy OBase.

Tenepb yxe ynblbHynca YyenoBek-o6e3bsHa.
— Tbl NpaBUnbLHO NOCTYNWUIT, MOW CTapbl APYr, — CKa3an OH. — OTO 30510TO He NpuHaanexuT OBase.

— Ho oHo He npuHagnexuT un Tebe, — BocknukHyn OBasa. — Tl He Tap3aH. A Tebs 3Hato. Thl
npuwen ¢ YeTblpbMsi 6enbiMu NoAbMU 1 BEeNon XKeHLWMHOW, YTOObI YKpacTb 30510TO Yy Tap3aHa, a
NoTOM yKpan y cBoux xe [pysen.

Boxgb 1 Basnpun paccmMesanuce.

— Tot, apyron, 6bin camo3BaHueM, OBa3a, — ckasan 4YenoBek-obesbsiHa, a 9 HacToAwmMn Tap3aH 1
6narogapto Tebs 3a TO, YTO Tbl BEPHYST MHE MOe 30510T0. Mgem, Ao moero goMa He Bonee yeTblpex
MWUIb, — U OH MpUKa3an HOCUIbLLMKaM HECTK 30510TO B GyHrano MpeicTokoB.

3necb Tap3aH HaKoOpMuUI1 HOCUIbLLUMKOB 1 3annaTtuin nm, a Ha criegyruiee yTpo oTnycTtun rno
aomam. Bmecte ¢ HUmMmm ywen u Oga3sa. EMy TOXe 3annaTtuiin, Ho B34J1M CrioBO, YTO OH HaBcCeraga
NOKUHET CTpaHy TapsaHa.

Bce pasownuck. Tap3saH, [xenH n Kopak ctoanu Ha BepaHae. Y ux Hor nexan 30noTon nes.
Yenosek-06e3bsHa NONOXNUN PYKY Ha NSiev0 XeHbl.

— bepy Hazapg csou crosa o ToMm, 4TO 30510T0 Onapa He ANnA MeHs. be30o BCAKNX yCUnmin oHo
oKasarocb B MOUX pyKax.

— Ecnu Gbl ellle KTO-HUBYAb NPUMHEC anmasbl, — 3acmesnach [KenH.

* % %

— 3T10ro He cnyuntcs, — otBeTun Tap3aH. — OHM Ha AHe pekn Yroro.

Haneko ot 6yHrano Tap3aHa Ha Gepery pekn Yroro B gepesBHe kaHHM6ana O6ebe OctebaH
MuvpaHnga nexan Ha nony rpsA3HoON XMXKUHbI, pa3mbILLNASA Hag cyab0on, KoTopasa caenana ero
obnagaTtenem 6ecLUeHHbIX COKPOBULL, M 3acTaBusla NPOBECTM OCTATOK AHEN B NIeHy yNpsMoro u
nogosputensHoro O6ebe.
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